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TITLE 56WILDLIFE AND FISHERIESCHAPTER 1.  GENERAL PROVISIONS FORWILDLIFE AND FISHERIESPART I.  WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION§1.  Wildlife and Fisheries Commission established; membership; qualifications; definitionsA.  To protect, conserve, and replenish the natural resources of the state, the wildlife of the state,including all aquatic life, is placed under the supervision and control of the Louisiana Wildlife andFisheries Commission, which is hereby created and established in the executive branch of the stategovernment.  B.  The commission shall consist of seven members appointed by the governor, subject toconfirmation by the Senate.  Six of the members shall each serve for overlapping terms of six years,and one shall serve for a term concurrent with that of the governor.  C.  Three members of the commission shall be electors of the coastal parishes andrepresentatives of the commercial fishing and fur industries.  The other four shall be electors fromthe state at large, other than representatives of the commercial fishing and fur industries.  D.  The commissioners heretofore appointed under the provisions of Article VI, Section 1 of theLouisiana Constitution of 1921 and presently serving as commissioners, shall continue to serve forthe terms for which appointed.  Thereafter, any vacancy occurring in the commission by reason ofthe expiration of the term for which appointed or by reason of death, resignation or otherwise shallbe filled by appointment by the governor; however, persons appointed to fill the vacancy created bya retiring or deceased commissioner shall be appointed for the unexpired term of such commissioneronly.  E.  No person who has served as commissioner for six years or more shall be eligible forreappointment.  F.  No commissioner may be a member of the legislature or hold any salaried public office oremployment for compensation, other than per diem, existing under or created by the laws of theUnited States, the state of Louisiana or by any subdivision thereof.  G.  No compensation for his services shall be paid to any member of the commission, but eachmember shall be paid a per diem of twenty-five dollars for each day of meeting and actual expensesincurred in traveling to and from and attending meetings of the commission and in attending to hisduties away from his domicile under assignment by the commission.  H.  As used throughout this title, unless the context otherwise clearly indicates differently,"director" means the director of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and "commission"means the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1975, No. 81, §1.§2.  Supervision and direction of commission; meetings A.  The commission shall have general control, management, supervision, and direction of theLouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.  The commission is a policy-making and budgetary-
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control board, with no administrative functions.  The commission shall have sole authority toestablish definite management programs and policies and to approve and accept all contracts at itsdiscretion.  It shall make such studies and investigations as it thinks necessary.  It shall formulate thepolicies and shall determine the wisdom and efficacy of the policies, plans, rules, regulations andproceedings of the commission.B.  No appointed member of the commission may prescribe or direct the conduct of thecommission or the action of the director or any subordinate member thereof in any matter or caseunless first authorized by the board in a meeting open to the public.C.  The commission shall not take any action except by vote in meeting assembled, all actionsshall be included in the minutes.D.(1)  The commission shall hold an open meeting at least once each month.  The commissionshall annually, at the first meeting in January, elect one of its members as chairman and one of itsmembers as vice chairman.  It may hold other meetings at its discretion or on call of its chairman.A majority of the members constitutes a quorum of the commission.(2)  Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, if the governor declaresa state of emergency pursuant to R.S. 29:721 et seq., the chairman may cancel the monthly meeting.In addition, the secretary may take action through a declaration of emergency on any item scheduledon the agenda of the canceled meeting.  Further, the secretary may take any action by a declarationof emergency, necessary for the protection of the fish and wildlife resources.  Such actions mayremain in effect until seven days following the next commission meeting.Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1975, No. 81, §1; Acts 2004, No. 297, §1; Acts 2006, No. 205,§1, eff. June 2, 2006.§3.  Ownership of wild birds, quadrupeds, fish, aquatic life, water bottoms, oysters, andshellfish A.  The ownership and title to all wild birds, and wild quadrupeds, fish, other aquatic life, thebeds and bottoms of rivers, streams, bayous, lagoons, lakes, bays, sounds, and inlets bordering onor connecting with the Gulf of Mexico within the territory or jurisdiction of the state, including alloysters and other shellfish and parts thereof grown thereon, either naturally or cultivated, and alloysters in the shells after they are caught or taken therefrom, are and remain the property of the state,and shall be under the exclusive control of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission except asprovided in R.S. 56:4. B.  Wild birds, quadrupeds, fish, other aquatic life, and the beds and bottoms of rivers, streams,bayous, lagoons, lakes, bays, sounds, and inlets bordering on or connecting with the Gulf of Mexico,within the territorial jurisdiction of the state, including all oysters and other shellfish and partsthereof grown thereon, either naturally or cultivated, and all oysters in the shells after they are caughtor taken therefrom, shall not be taken, sold, or had in possession except as otherwise permitted inthis Title; and the title of the state to all such wild birds, quadrupeds, fish, and other aquatic life,even though taken in accordance with the provisions of this Title, and the beds and bottoms of rivers,streams, bayous, lagoons, lakes, bays, sounds, and inlets always remains in the state for the purposeof regulating and controlling the use and disposition thereof.  Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985.§4.  Authority of Department of Natural Resources over navigable water bottoms Nothing in this Title and particularly in Section 3 of this Part affects in any way the authorityof the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources to lease or otherwise administer the beds andbottoms of navigable rivers, streams, bayous, lagoons, lakes, bays, sounds, and inlets bordering on
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or connecting with the Gulf of Mexico within the territory or jurisdiction of the state, as establishedby law and regulations promulgated thereunder.Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985.  §5.  General powers and authority A.  The commission, through its director: (1)  May sue and be sued; and (2)  Shall have and exercise all authority and power as was prescribed by law for the priorcommissioner of conservation and the commissioner of wildlife and fisheries in relation to thewildlife of the state, including wild game and nongame quadrupeds or animals, game, oysters, fish,and other aquatic life.B.  Any function or authority vested to the prior commissioner of conservation and thecommissioner of wildlife and fisheries concerning any of the resources under the jurisdiction of thedirector of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and all records, equipment, funds, and otherassets in relation to such resources, are transferred to the Louisiana Wildlife and FisheriesCommission.C.  The commission shall adopt rules and regulations, in accordance with the AdministrativeProcedure Act, necessary to protect certain of the state's natural resources other than fish andwildlife, especially such resources as standing trees which are otherwise protected by law but haveno specific provision for enforcing such protection.Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1980, No. 795, §2; Acts 2010, No. 777, §2.§6.  Special powers and duties; statistics; rules and regulations; reportsThe commission, through its secretary:(1)  Shall have supervision and control over all employees in every branch of the service, andshall give his entire time to the service and shall employ the unskilled labor and skilled assistancenecessary for the efficient operation of the department.  He shall also employ scientists certified bythe American Fisheries Society or the Wildlife Society to study the life, habits, and productivity ofthe wildlife of the state, both land and aquatic, however, he may employ special scientists with therelevant master's degrees.  These scientists shall make studies, compile the results, and promptlyreport them to the chief of the division to which the subject matter pertains, so that therecommendations predicated upon them may be made by the chief of the division to the secretary.(2)  Shall receive all necessary expenses when engaged in the discharge of his official duties.(3)  May fix the compensation and pay the expenses of commission employees; however, suchexpenditures and his salary shall never exceed the revenues available for the use of the commission.(4)  May employ an attorney to represent the commission.(5)  Shall fully represent the commission and discharge all the obligations and duties heretoforedevolving upon the three members of the conservation commission, upon the department ofconservation, upon the commissioner of conservation and upon the department of wildlife andfisheries with respect to those resources now under the jurisdiction of the director of the LouisianaWildlife and Fisheries Commission, which replaces these prior offices.(6)  Shall collect, classify, and preserve such data and information as will tend to promote theobjects of this Part.(7)  Shall take charge and keep all records, books, papers, and documents which shall, in thedischarge of his duties, come into his possession or under his control.
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(8)  Shall make and execute all contracts and generally do all things necessary to carry out theobjects of this Part.(9)  Shall adopt bylaws for the government of the commission and the government of itsemployees.(10)  Shall for the comprehensive control of birds, shellfish, finfish, and wild quadrupeds, adoptrules and regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of this Part and in accordance with theprovisions of the Louisiana Administrative Procedure Act.(11)  Shall examine all accounts and operations of the commission and determine the work tobe undertaken.(12)  Shall improve, enlarge, and protect the natural oyster reefs of this state as conditions maywarrant, subject to the provisions stipulated in this Part and any other law.(13)  Shall protect and propagate, when possible, all species of birds and game of whateverdescription, and shall establish preserves and hatcheries to be maintained and operated by thecommission.(14)  Shall rigidly enforce all law relative to the bedding, fishing, selling, shipping, and canningof oysters; all law relative to the protection, propagation, and selling of birds and game; all lawrelative to the protection, propagation, and sale of all species of fish in the state, whether salt wateror fresh water fish, shell fish, or fish of any description; and all law relative to diamond-back terrapinand shrimp.(15)  In general, has full power and control over birds and animals, whether they be game or fur-bearing or not; over all fish, whether salt or fresh water fish; over diamond-back terrapin, shrimp,and oysters of this state, found or being within its borders or within any of its waters, whether rivers,lakes, bayous, lagoons, bays, or gulfs.(16)  Shall assist in protecting all lessees of private oyster bedding grounds in the enjoyment oftheir rights.(17)  Shall assist in the protection of private fish ponds used by individuals to propagate fish.(18)  Shall protect game preserves placed under the control of the state, provided they are usedfor the propagation of birds and game, or as resting places for birds or game, and shall see that suchpreserves are properly posted according to law.(19)  Shall, in every possible way, assist in developing the natural resources of the state underhis jurisdiction to their fullest proportions.(20)  Shall prepare by the 31st day of December, 1954 and shall maintain on a current basis acomplete map showing all leases of water bottoms and natural reefs in the waters of this state, asprovided for in R.S. 56:421 through 56:460, and shall include a complete list of all leases theretoforemade.  This map shall be made in large enough scale and with addenda showing the persons inwhose name the leases were granted, the exact locations of said leases, and the exact amount ofacreage of said leases.(21)  Shall, in order to facilitate the distribution of recreational fishing, hunting, and trappinglicenses and permits, as provided for in this Chapter, and the distribution of certificates of numberand other registration certificates as provided in R.S. 34:851.1 et seq., be hereby authorized todesignate and consign to special licensing or certificate agents, the issuance of such licenses,permits, certificates, and the collection of fees therefor.  Such special licensing or certificate agentsmay include individuals, associations, corporations, and partnerships.  The secretary is herebyspecifically authorized to enter into agreements with special licensing or certificate agents whichagreements would permit the retention by a licensing agent of a portion of the license fee proceedscollected either on a percentage basis or a per transaction basis, and by certificate agents on a per
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transaction basis only.  All special licensing or certificate agents, so designated, shall make returnsof fees collected in accordance with conditions and terms determined and fixed by the commission.(22)  The commission shall prohibit the discharge of brine from salt domes which are locatedon the coastline of Louisiana and the Gulf of Mexico and other petroleum wastes into any waters offsaid coastline and extending therefrom three miles or more into the Gulf of Mexico when it becomesevident that said discharge is damaging or threatens to damage the aquatic life in the waters of thestate.  The commission may require that any brine disposal be monitored in accordance with rulesand regulations promulgated by the commission.(23)  Is authorized, on behalf of the department and the state of Louisiana, to acquire land in anywilderness area in the state of Louisiana from a willing seller at a price agreed upon by the secretaryand the landowner.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, on behalf of thedepartment and the state of Louisiana, is authorized to execute such documents as are necessary toproperly effectuate the acquisition of property described herein.(24)  Shall promulgate rules and regulations for the regulation of the dredging of fill sand andfill material, to effectuate the provisions of Chapter 12 of this Title.(25)(a)  Shall promulgate rules and regulations, subject to the provisions of the AdministrativeProcedure Act, to set seasons, times, places, size limits, quotas, daily take, and possession limits,based upon biological and technical data, for all wildlife and fish.  Any such rule or regulation shallhave as its objective the sound conservation, preservation, replenishment, and management of thatspecies for maximum continuing social and economic benefit to the state without overfishing thatcauses short-term or long-term biological damage to any species, and regarding all species of fish,without overfishing that leads to such damage.  Any season, time, place, size, quota, daily take orpossession limit currently set by law shall be superseded upon promulgation by the commission ofnew rules and regulations concerning a particular species.  Aquaculturally raised fish, as defined byR.S. 56:356, shall be exempt from the provisions of this Section.  Penalties for violation of rules andregulations set by the commission pursuant to this Section shall be established by law.  The authorityto determine game fish or commercial status of a particular species shall be retained by thelegislature.(b)  The provisions of this Section shall not amend, supercede, or repeal any other provision ofthe law pertaining to "Fish" (noun) as defined in R.S. 56:8.(26)(a)  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the secretary shall, after notification bythe department to the applicant that the application is complete, grant or deny all applications forpermits, licenses, registrations, or compliance schedules relating to oil and gas wells and pipelineswithin sixty days.  The notification of completeness shall be issued within fourteen days, exclusiveof holidays, by the department.  If the application is not complete the department shall notify theapplicant in writing of the deficiencies which cause the application not to be complete.  If thesecretary does not grant the application, he shall provide written reasons for his decision to deny,and copies of the decision shall be provided to all parties.  The secretary may delegate the power togrant permits, licenses, registrations, variances or compliance schedules to an assistant.(b)  If the secretary does not grant or deny the application within the time period provided forherein, the applicant may file a rule as provided for in R.S. 49:962.1.(27)  Repealed by Acts 1995, No. 1316, §3.(28)  May in accordance with law impose, by rule promulgated in accordance with theAdministrative Procedure Act, a fee for nonresident recreational hunting licenses and nonresidentrecreational fishing licenses.  The nonresident recreational hunting licenses shall be thosenonresident licenses and the nonresident stamps authorized by Subpart A and Subpart A-1 of Part
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IV of this Chapter.  The nonresident recreational fishing licenses shall be those nonresident licensesauthorized by Subpart B of Part VI of this Chapter.(29)  May provide for a program of dissemination of wildlife and fisheries information andeducation in the state of Louisiana.(30)  Shall promulgate rules and regulations to control the importation and private possessionof nonindigenous constrictors in excess of twelve feet in length, venomous snakes, and nonhumanprimates.  The rules shall provide exceptions for animal sanctuaries, zoos, aquariums, wildliferesearch centers, scientific organizations, and medical research facilities, including but not limitedto the University of Louisiana at Lafayette Primate Center and the Tulane National Primate ResearchCenter.  Such rules shall address internet purchase of such animals.  Such rules shall also providefor permits for certain institutions and for owners who can prove ownership prior to July 1, 2003.(31)  Shall promulgate rules and regulations to control the importation and private possessionof big exotic cats including but not limited to tigers, lions, leopards, jaguars, cheetahs, and hybridsresulting from cross-breeding of such cats.  The rules shall provide exceptions for big catstraditionally kept by colleges and universities as school mascots, animal sanctuaries, zoos, wildliferesearch centers, and scientific organizations.  Such rules shall address Internet purchase of suchanimals. Such rules shall also provide for permits for certain institutions and for owners who canprove previous ownership.  Violation of rules and regulations adopted pursuant to the provisions ofthis Paragraph constitutes a class two violation punishable as provided in R.S. 56:32.(32)  Upon request of a lake commission, a fish and game commission, or a watershed district,may adopt regulations applicable to the use of yo-yo or trigger device fishing gear in a specificwaterbody. When adopted by the commission, the regulations shall be uniform in their applicationto waterbodies subject to the regulations and shall provide that:(a)  The use of yo-yos or trigger devices shall be governed by the following terms:(i)  No more than fifty yo-yos or trigger devices shall be allowed per person.(ii)  Except for those devices that are attached to a privately owned pier, boathouse, seawall, ordock, each yo-yo or trigger device shall be clearly tagged with the name, address, and telephonenumber of the owner or user.(iii)  When in use, each yo-yo or trigger device shall be checked at least once every twenty-fourhours, and all fish, and any other animal caught or hooked, shall be immediately removed from thedevice.(iv)  Except for those devices that are attached to a privately owned pier, boathouse, seawall, ordock, each yo-yo or trigger device must be rebaited at least once every twenty-four hours.(v)  Except for those metal objects located above the water that are affixed to a private pier,dock, houseboat, or other manmade structure which is designed for fishing, no yo-yo or triggerdevice shall be attached to any metal object.(vi)  Except for a metal object used strictly in the construction of a pier, boathouse, seawall, ordock, no metal object which is driven into the lake bottom, a stump, tree, or the shoreline shall beused to anchor a yo-yo or trigger device.(vii)  Except for those devices that are attached to a privately owned pier, boathouse, seawall,or dock, when not being used in accordance with the provisions of this Paragraph, each yo-yo ortrigger device shall be removed from the waterbody immediately.(b)  The use of trotlines shall be governed by the following terms:
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(i)  All trotlines shall be clearly tagged with the name, address, and phone number of the owneror user and the date of placement. The trotline shall be marked on each end with a floating objectthat is readily visible.(ii)  At any given time, no person shall set more than three trotlines with a maximum of fiftyhooks each.(iii)  All trotlines shall have an eight-foot cotton leader on each end of the trotline.(iv)  Except for those metal objects located above the water that are affixed to a private pier,dock, houseboat, or other manmade structure which is designed for fishing, no trotline shall beattached to any metallic object.(v)  Each trotline shall be attended daily when in service.(vi)  When not in use, each trotline shall be removed from the waterbody by the owner or user.(c)  A violation of any of the provisions of this Paragraph shall be a class one violation, exceptthere shall be no imprisonment. In addition, any device found in violation of this Paragraph shall beimmediately seized by and forfeited to the department.(33)(a)  Upon request of a water conservation district, may adopt regulations applicable to theuse of jugs or float fishing gear in a specific water body.  If adopted by the commission, theregulations shall be uniform in their application to water bodies subject to the regulations and shallprovide for the opening and closing dates for the use of such gear.(b)  A violation of any regulations adopted by the commission pursuant to this Paragraph shallbe a class one violation, except there shall be no imprisonment.  In addition, any device found inviolation of this Paragraph shall be immediately seized by and forfeited to the department.Added by Acts 1954, No. 581, §1.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1975, No. 244, §1; Acts 1979,No. 527, §1; Acts 1981, No. 787, §1; eff. until June 30, 1982; Acts 1982, No. 418, §1; Acts 1982, No. 621, §1;Acts 1986, No. 845, §1; Acts 1989, No. 240, §1, eff. June 26, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 830, §1; Acts 1990, No.376, §1; Acts 1990, No. 996, §4; Acts 1991, No. 157, §1, eff. July 2, 1991; Acts 1991, No. 708, §1; Acts 1991,No. 828, §3; Acts 1993, No. 754, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1316, §3; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 31, §2, eff. April24, 1998; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §2, eff. Sept. 21, 1998; Acts 2003, No. 1221, §1; Acts 2005, No.133, §3, eff. June 22, 2005; Acts 2006, No. 715, §1; Acts 2010, No. 631, §1; Acts 2010, No. 777, §2.§6.1.  Emergency closure of hunting or fishing seasons; rules and regulations; prohibitions;penalties A.  The secretary, in an emergency, may close an area to the hunting or taking of wildlife or mayrestrict the hunting or taking of wildlife in a designated area in any manner deemed advisable.  Inaddition, in an emergency, the secretary may declare a closed season on any or all species of fishfound or existing in the waters of the state or may restrict fishing in the closed season in any mannerdeemed advisable.  Such closure shall be for a period of time not to extend beyond the seventh dayfollowing the next meeting of the commission.B.  Any such closure shall be made by an order issued by the secretary in the same manner asthe issuance of an emergency rule as provided in R.S. 49:953(B).  The closure order authorized inthis Section shall include a description of the area subject to the closure, indication of the speciesof fish or wildlife covered by such order, and the reasons for the closure.  In addition, the order mayinclude restrictions on hunting or fishing times, bag or creel limits, and harvest restrictions and mayalter season opening and closing dates.  Upon the issuance of any such order, the possession, sale,barter, trade, or exchange of, or the attempt to possess, sell, barter, trade, or exchange, any speciesof fish or wildlife contrary to the provisions of the order is prohibited.C.  Violation of any closure order authorized by this Section constitutes a class three violation.Acts 1986, No. 434, §1; Acts 1992, No. 966, §1; Acts 2006, No. 399, §1, eff. June 15, 2006.
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§6.2.  Advisory committees A.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to adopt rules togovern the procedures of advisory committees created in or for the department.  Such rules shall beadopted no later than January 1, 1994, and shall be adopted in accordance with the AdministrativeProcedure Act. B.  Procedures that may be adopted by rule shall include but not be limited to the following: (1)  A requirement that a majority of the members duly appointed shall constitute a quorum andthat no action may be taken without a quorum present and voting.  (2)  A prohibition on voting by proxy or the designation of proxies.(3)  Provisions for the removal of any member of the advisory committee for cause by thesecretary of the department.  (4)  A provision that the chairman of an advisory committee shall be elected from among theduly appointed members and shall serve a term of no more than one year.  C.  The secretary may remove any member of an advisory committee for cause as provided inthe rules of procedure authorized to be adopted by this Section.  D.  For the purposes of this Section, an advisory committee shall include any board, committee,or task force, consisting primarily of persons who are not employed by the department or thecommission, that has been created by law, resolution, executive order, or otherwise for the purposeof advising the department or the commission regarding matters within their jurisdiction.  Acts 1993, No. 143, §1.  §7.  Domicile of commission; service of process; suits; parties A.(1)  The domicile of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is and shall be in BatonRouge, Louisiana.  However, the Seafood Division, within the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,shall remain located in the city of New Orleans.  (2)  Service of citation and other process directed to the commission shall be made by handingthe citation or other process to the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.All suits in its behalf shall be brought in the name of the Louisiana Wildlife and FisheriesCommission.B.  Any person in interest who feels aggrieved by any rule, regulation, or other action adoptedby the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, including an action by one who seeks theclosure or modification of any hunting season in any part of the state, may test its legality in a courtof competent jurisdiction at the domicile of the commission.  Amended by Acts 1958, No. 132, §1; Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1984, No. 179, §1; Acts 1988, No. 239,§1.§8.  DefinitionsFor purposes of this Chapter, the following words and phrases have the meaning ascribed tothem in this Section, unless the context clearly shows a different meaning:(1)  "Administrator" means the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(2)  "Agriculture or agricultural pursuit" means the cultivation, growing, harvesting, ormarketing of domesticated fish.(3)  "Alien individual" means any person who is neither a United States citizen nor a residentalien, or any corporation or other legal entity which is organized and domiciled in any country otherthan the United States.
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(4)  "Alligator farm" means an enclosed area, constructed so as to prevent the ingress and egressof alligators from surrounding public or private lands or waters and meeting other specificationsprescribed by the department, where alligators are bred and raised under controlled conditions.Alligator farm also includes an alligator ranch wherein eggs are collected from the wild, artificiallyincubated and raised, pursuant to department license or permit.(5)  "Alligator farmer" means a person who raises alligators under controlled conditions whichprohibit free movement of the animals onto and off of the farm or controlled area, and who mayharvest alligators under the supervision of the department.(6)  "Alligator hunter" means a resident or nonresident person who takes wild alligators.(7)  "Alligator part" means any part of the carcass of an alligator, except the hide and includesthe bony dorsum plates, if detached from the tagged alligator hide.(8)  "Alligator parts dealer" means any person who deals in alligator parts other than hides andwho either:(a)  Buys unprocessed alligator parts from an alligator hunter, another alligator parts dealer, oran alligator farmer for the purpose of resale.(b)  Manufactures within the state nonedible alligator parts into a finished product.(c)  Purchases, cans, unprocessed alligator meat or processes alligator meat for wholesale orretail sale.*(9)  "Alligator parts retailer" means a properly licensed person who purchases for retail salefinished alligator parts made from parts other than hides.(10)  "Angle" means to fish with rod, fishing pole, or hook and line, with or without a reel.(11)  "Antlers" means hardened boney material having no velvet, broken naturally through skin.(12)  "Bait species" means all species of fish and other aquatic life utilized for bait.(13)  "Bandit gear" means vertical hook-and-line gear with rods attached to a vessel and with lineretrieved by manual, electric, or hydraulic reels.(14)  "Beam Trawl" means a funnel shaped net the mouth of which is held open by a beam, orby some stationary fixture, while it is being fished.(15)  "Board of Trustees" as applies to Part XI only, means the board of trustees of the LouisianaState Employees' Retirement System created and provided for by Chapter 10 of Title 42 of theLouisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.(16)(a)  "Bona fide resident" means any person who is a United States citizen or resident alienand has resided in this state continuously during the twelve months immediately prior to the date onwhich he applies for any license and who has manifested his intent to remain in this state byestablishing Louisiana as his legal domicile, as demonstrated by compliance with all of thefollowing, as applicable:(i)  If registered to vote, he is registered to vote in Louisiana.(ii)  If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, he is in possession of a Louisiana driver's license, or,if over the age of fifteen years and not licensed to drive, he is in possession of a special identificationcard issued by the Department of Public Safety and Corrections under the provisions of R.S.40:1321.(iii)  If owning a motor vehicle located within Louisiana, he is in possession of a Louisianaregistration for that vehicle.(iv)  If earning an income, he has filed a Louisiana state income tax return and has complied withstate income tax laws and regulations.
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(b)  As to a corporation or other legal entity, a resident shall be any which is incorporated orotherwise organized under and subject to the laws of Louisiana, and which is domiciled in Louisianaand has a permanent physical location of business in Louisiana where records are held in compliancewith R.S. 56:306.4.(c)  Any person, corporation, or other legal entity which possesses a resident license from anyother state or country shall not qualify for a resident license in Louisiana.(17)  "Butterfly net" means a fixed, frame-mounted net, used to fish the near-surface waters,which is suspended from the side or sides of a boat, pilings, floats, rafts, or shore installation.(18)  "Can" means a metal container of not more than fifty-five gallon capacity which is set forthe purpose of taking fish.(19)  "Cast net" means a light circular net of vegetable or synthetic materials and weightedaround its perimeter that is thrown by hand over the water.(20)  "Channelization" means the practice of changing a natural stream or segment thereof, intoa man-made ditch or canal with channels of a relatively uniform width and depth usuallynecessitating the removal of trees and other woody vegetation adjacent to the stream and constructedfor the purpose of accelerating runoff.(21)  "Channel realignment" means the practice by which dredging, ditching, or other means areused to shorten or reroute the natural stream course.(22)  "Charter boat fishing guide" means any person who operates a vessel for hire and derivesincome from the bringing of recreational fishermen upon waters within the state for the purpose oftaking fish.(23)  "Clearing and snagging" means the practice of removing most obstructions, trees, snags,and other impediments that retard the natural stream flow.(24)  "Closed season" means that period of time of a calendar year not specifically included inthe open season.(25)  "Cold storage plant" means and includes all ice houses, ice storage houses, quick freezeplants, or similar establishments, or any place where payment is accepted for storage of wild birdsand wild quadrupeds.(26)  "Commercial fish" means all freshwater commercial fish and saltwater commercial fishfound in the waters of the state.(27)  "Commercial fisherman" means any person who derives income from the harvesting offish.  "Income" as used herein shall not include a prize or award offered as a prize in a fishingtournament.  (See also nonresident commercial fisherman.)(28)  "Commission" means the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.(29)  "Common carrier" means any agency or person transporting passengers or property of anydescription for hire.(30)  "Confiscation" means the exercise of a right under the police power wherein property isseized and held pending court order if the seized material is nonperishable, or disposed of withoutjudicial intervention if perishable.(31)  "Consumer" means patrons of restaurants and other places where alligator, fish, shrimp,or other aquatic life is prepared for human consumption; or any person using alligator, fish, shrimp,or other aquatic life for bait or personal consumption.(32)  "Consumer-menhaden and other herring-like fishes" means manufacturing plants,warehouses, and other places where menhaden or other herring-like fishes including meal, oil,solubles, or scrap derived, are conveyed after sale.
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(33)  "Crab" means a blue crab (Callinecies sapidus).(34)  "Crab dropnet" means any device constructed with vegetable, synthetic, or metal fibers andwithout flues or throat, attached to a wire frame that forms a net basket and is used for the purposeof taking crabs.  This device shall be operated solely by hand and fished in a stationary, passivemanner.(35)(a)  "Crab trap" means a cube-shaped device which is constructed of wire and is no largerthan thirty inches on any side with entrance funnels extending no further than seven inches into theinside of the trap and either a bait box or materials providing cover or shelter for peeler crabs, whichis used for the sole purpose of taking crabs or stone crabs.  This device shall be fished in a stationary,passive manner with the openings to the entrance funnels such that the horizontal diameter of eachopening on the vertical wall of the trap is at least one and one-half times the vertical diameter of theopening.(b)  "Serviceable crab trap" means any crab trap of legal construction and condition maintainedin such a manner with the potential to harvest crabs.  Except as provided in R.S. 56:320(B)(3),maintained condition shall include being legally tagged, legally marked with float and float lineattached and two escapement rings affixed whether obstructed or not.(c)  "Unserviceable crab trap" shall mean any crab trap which is not a serviceable crab trap.(36)  "Crawfish farmer" means a person who farms or cultivates crawfish commercially inprivate ponds.(37)  "Crawfish harvester" means a person who harvests wild crawfish commercially withoutparticipating in the growing of the crawfish.(38)  "Crawfish net" means any device constructed with vegetable or synthetic material withoutflues or throats attached to a wire frame that forms a net basket and is used for the purpose of takingcrawfish.(39)  "Crawfish trap" means any device constructed of coated wire with the opening of thethroats or flues not exceeding two inches and which is used for the sole purpose of taking crawfish.The minimum mesh size for crawfish traps shall be in accordance with R.S. 56:322(I).(40)  "Cultivated crop" means domesticated fish which are grown, managed, or harvested on anannual, semiannual, biennial, or short-interval basis.(41)  "Department" means the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(42)  "Dip net" means a net, usually a deep mesh bag of vegetable or synthetic materials, on afixed frame attached to a handle and held and worked exclusively by hand and by no more than oneindividual.(43)  "Domesticated fish" means any fish approved by the department through promulgationunder the Administrative Procedure Act of a list of approved aquatic organisms that are spawned andgrown, managed, harvested, and marketed on an annual, semiannual, biennial, or short-term basis,in privately owned waters.(44)  "Dressing, dressed skins, or dressed furs" - (See "Tanning").*(45)  "Edible fish" includes all commercial fish found in the waters of the state which are eatenas table food in the United States or abroad, including but not limited to sea bass, buffalo fish,catfish, crab, mullet, oyster, paddlefish, pompano, red drum, sheepshead, shrimp, spotted sea trout,white trout, gray trout, croaker, black drum, mackerel, shark, eel, and tuna.(46)  "Eel pot" means any device not to exceed forty-eight inches in length and with an outsidemesh size not smaller than one-half inch, constructed with throats or flues not larger than threeinches in diameter at their narrowest point and not larger than five inches in diameter at their widestpoint, and which is used solely for the purpose of taking eel.  No lead or wing shall be connected to
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or used in conjunction with any eel pot.  Any fish other than eel taken in this gear must beimmediately returned unharmed to the water.(47)  "Employee" as applies only to Part XI, means those wildlife agents of the enforcementdivision of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries who are members of the LouisianaState Employees' Retirement System and shall not include any other members of said retirementsystem or members of any other retirement system to which the state makes contribution orotherwise.  (See "Member".)(48)  "Falconry" means the sport of training raptors or taking of wild birds or wild quadrupedsby means of a trained raptor, except eagles, Falconidae, or great horned owl.(49)  "Federal Fishery Conservation Zone", "federal exclusive economic zone", or "EEZ" meansthat area which falls within a line conterminous with the seaward boundary of each of the coastalstates and a line drawn in such a manner that each point on it is two hundred nautical miles from thebaseline from which the territorial sea is measured.(50)  "Finfish" (noun)  means any of numerous cold-blooded aquatic vertebrates thatcharacteristically swim with fins, breathe with gills, and are covered with skin or scales.(51)  "Finished alligator part" means any nonedible alligator part that has been completelyprocessed from parts other than hides for retail sale.(52)  "Fish" (noun) means all finfish, shellfish, and crustaceans, and all other species of aquaticlife.(53)  "Fish" (verb) means to take or attempt to take fish by any method approved by thecommission for recreational purposes or for commercial purposes.(54)  "Fish dealer--retail" means persons excluding restaurants, purchasing fish or seafoodwhether whole, dressed, or fresh frozen for sale within the state to the consumer only.(55)  "Fish dealer--wholesale" means persons purchasing fresh or frozen fish for resale to dealersor to ship out of state.(56)  "Fisherman" means any person who fishes or attempts to fish within or under thejurisdiction of the laws or regulations of the state of Louisiana.(57)  "Fishing gear" means (a) any vessel and (b) any equipment, whether or not attached to avessel which is used in the commercial handling or harvesting of living marine resources.(58)  "Freshwater commercial fish" means any species of freshwater fish taken by a commercialfisherman.  Freshwater commercial fish does not include any species of game fish.(59)  "Freshwater recreational fish" means any species of freshwater fish taken for recreationalpurposes.(60)  "Fur animal (nongame quadruped) farm" means any operation involved with the breeding,propagation, or exhibition of fur animals and meeting with commission specifications.(61)  "Fur animal (nongame quadruped) farmer" means a resident who breeds and raises furanimals for exhibition and/or commercial purposes.(62)  "Furbearing animal" means any of the following nongame quadrupeds: beaver, bobcat,coyote, gray fox, red fox, mink, muskrat, nutria, opossum, otter, raccoon, and skunk.(63)  "Fur buyer" means anyone who buys whole nongame quadrupeds for the purpose ofpelting, carcasses of furbearing animals, raw furs or skins from fur trappers, alligator hunters,alligator farmers, fur buyers, or fur dealers and who sells to another fur buyer or fur dealer withinthe confines of the state or to a nonresident fur dealer in interstate commerce, or who acts as an agentof another fur buyer or fur dealer in this state in such purchase or sale.  Fur buyers are divided into
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two classes, resident and nonresident.  Resident buyers are those who are bona fide residents of thisstate.  All others are nonresident buyers.(64)  "Fur dealer" means anyone who deals in whole nongame quadrupeds for the purpose ofpelting, carcasses of furbearing animals, raw furs, and skins and who either:(a)  Buys from a fur trapper, alligator farmer, or alligator hunter, either directly or indirectly, andships or exports from this state, either directly or indirectly, the raw furs and skins so bought.(b)  Buys from a fur buyer or other fur dealer and exports from this state the raw furs and skinsso bought.(c)  Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, fur buyer, or other dealer and sellssuch raw furs and skins for manufacturing into a finished product in this state.(d)  Manufactures such furs and skins into a finished product in this state, buying directly froma fur trapper, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, fur buyer, or fur dealer.(e)  Transports raw furs or skins into this state for the purpose of sale within the state.  Furdealers are divided into two classes, resident and nonresident.  Resident dealers are those who arebona fide residents of this state.  All others are nonresident dealers.(f)  Converts raw alligator skins through the tanning process into finished or partially finishedleather and/or converts raw (green or dried) fur pelts into dressed furs ready for manufacturing.(65)  "Fur trapper" means any person who takes or attempts to take any nongame quadruped,except alligators, or a person who sets or runs traps of any type to catch such nongame quadrupedsduring the open trapping season.  Fur trappers are divided into two classes, resident and nonresident.Resident trappers are those who are bona fide residents of this state.  All others are nonresidenttrappers.(66)  "Fyke net" means any cone-shaped net of vegetable or synthetic fibers having throats orflues which is stretched over a series of rings or hoops to support the webbing, with vertical panelsof net wings set obliquely on one or both sides of the mouth of the cone-shaped net.(67)  "Game fish" means all of the following species of freshwater and saltwater fish:(a)  Freshwater game fish means largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides), spotted bass(Micropterus punctulatus), shadow bass (Ambloplites ariommus), black or white crappie (Pomoxisnigromaculatus, P. annularis), white bass (Morone chrysops), yellow bass (Morone mississippiensi),striped bass (Morone saxatillis), hybrid striped bass (striped bass-white bass cross or stripedbass-yellow bass cross), and any species of bream (Lepomis sp.).(b)  Saltwater game fish means any sailfish (Istiopharus platypterus), blue marlin (Makairaindica), black marlin (Makaira nigricans), striped marlin (Tetrapturus audax), hatchet marlin(Tetrapturus spp.), white marlin (Tetrapturus albidus), and red drum (Sciaenops ocellatus).(68)  "Gill net" means any net, of one or more layers, not customarily used for shrimp ormenhaden fishing, with a mesh of such size and design as to be used primarily to catch or entanglefish by the gills or other boney projections.(69)  "Hook" means any curved or bent device attached to a line for the purpose of taking fishor alligator and consisting of not more than one eye and one shank with no more than three barbs.(70)  "Hoop net" means a cone-shaped net of vegetable or synthetic materials having throats orflues and which is stretched over a series of rings or hoops to support the webbing.(71)  "Hunt" means, in different tenses, attempting to take.(72)  "Hunter orange" means a daylight fluorescent orange color.
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(73)  "Instantaneous natural and scenic rivers" means those rivers, streams, or bayous, orsegments thereof, included in the Louisiana Natural and Scenic Rivers System at its inception.(74)  "Landing net" means a net, usually a mesh bag of vegetable or synthetic material on a fixedframe attached to a handle, held and operated by hand for the sole purpose of assisting in the landingof a fish legally caught by other legal gear.(75)  "Lead or wing net" means a panel of netting of any mesh size or length, with or withoutweights and floats attached to one or both sides of the mouth of a cone-shaped net having flues orthroats, and set so as to deflect or guide fish toward the mouth of the net.(76)  "Length of net (seines, trammel nets, gill nets, trawls, or other netting)" means the fullmeasure of the extended net as in use or in possession on the fishing grounds, when measured alongthe cork line between the points where the webbing is attached to the rope at either end and does notinclude the additional rope used for pulling the net or attaching it to the arm-poles or trawl boards.(77)  "Licensee" means any resident or nonresident lawful holder of an effective license dulyissued under the authority of the department.(78)(a)  "License number" means the unique alphanumeric number which appears on andidentifies a particular license or permit.(b)  "Effective license number" means the unique alphanumeric number issued by the departmentin connection with the electronic purchase of a license or permit which, together with a form ofpicture identification specified by department rule, will entitle the holder to engage in the activityfor which the license or permit was issued during the time period specified by department rule.(79)  "Livestock" includes domesticated fish which are grown, managed, harvested, or marketedas a cultivated crop.(80)  "Longline gear" means a line which is over four hundred forty yards long to whichgangions and hooks are attached that is deployed horizontally and which may be retrieved by anelectric or hydraulic hauler.  Longline gear shall not mean a trotline as defined in Paragraph (101)of this Section.(81)  "Member" (See "Employee".).(82)  "Menhaden seine" means a purse seine used to take menhaden and herring-like species.(83)  "Mesh size" means the full measure of the mesh as found in use when measured as follows:Bar measure is the length of the full bar stretched from the near side of one knot to the far side ofthe other after being tarred, treated, or otherwise processed.  Stretched measure is the full stretcheddistance from the near side of one knot to the far side of the opposite knot diagonally across themesh.  This measurement shall not be applicable to weaved or woven nets commonly used formenhaden fishing.  In woven nets, stretched measure is the full stretched distance of the opening ofthe mesh; bar measure is one-half of stretched measure.(84)  "Migratory waterfowl" means all species of wild ducks, geese, and coots.(85)  "Minnow trap" means any device with throats or flues not to exceed one inch in widthwhich is used for the sole purpose of taking minnows for bait.(86)  "Monofilament" means a single untwisted synthetic filament.(87)  "Mullet strike net" means a gill net that is not more than one thousand two hundred feetin length nor has a mesh size of  not less than three and one-half inches stretched and is not anchoredor secured to the water bottom or shore and which is actively worked while being used.  A mulletstrike net shall not be an unattended net as defined in this Section.(88)  "Natural and scenic river" means a river, stream, or bayou, or segment thereof, that is ina free-flowing condition, that has not been channelized, cleared, and snagged within the past twenty-five years, realigned, inundated, or otherwise altered and has a shoreline covered by native
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vegetation and has no or few man-made structures along its banks.  (See "instantaneous natural andscenic rivers".)(89)  "Nongame quadruped" means alligators, beavers, bobcats, coyotes, gray foxes, minks,muskrats, nutrias, opossums, otters, raccoons, red foxes, skunks, and other wild quadrupeds valuablefor their skins or furs.(90)  "Nonresident" means any person who is not a bona fide resident as that term is defined inthis Section.  For the purpose of obtaining any type of commercial license within Part VI of Chapter1 herein, a nonresident shall be a United States citizen or resident alien residing in another state orterritory of the United States.(91)  "Nonresident commercial fishing boat" means any boat or vessel registered in any state,or which has not continually been registered in this state for a period of more than twelve months,or which is not owned by any person who is a bona fide resident, and which is used for the purposeof taking or assisting in taking or catching fish from the waters of this state for pay or for the purposeof sale, barter, or exchange.(92)  "Open season" means that period of time between two specific dates, the first and last daysinclusive, during which wild birds, wild quadrupeds, and fish may be lawfully taken for eitherrecreational or commercial purposes.(93)  "Optimum" with respect to the yield from a fishery, means the amount of fish:(a)  Which will provide the greatest overall benefit to the state, on a continuing basis, withparticular reference to food production and recreational opportunities.(b)  Which is prescribed as such on the basis of the maximum sustainable yield from suchfishery, as modified by any relevant economic, social, or ecological factor.(94)  "Overfished" means a stock of insufficient size or characteristics that prevents fishing atoptimum yield on a continuing basis.(95)  "Overfishing" means fishing at a rate that will lead to an overfished stock, or fishing anoverfished stock at a rate that is in excess of a plan to rebuild the stock, or in the absence of a plan,fishing an overfished stock at a rate that prevents rebuilding the stock at a rate that is bothbiologically and economically sound.(96)  "Paratrawling" is the fishing with a net by affixing a net to or holding a net from two ormore vessels so as to pull the net between or behind the vessels.(97)  "Pelt" means the skin or hide of a quadruped.(98)  "Pelting" means removing the skin and fur of a quadruped in such manner as to render itmarketable.(99)  "Person" includes any individual person, association, corporation, partnership, or otherlegal entity recognized by law.(100)  "Pompano strike net" means a gill net that is not more than one thousand two hundred feetin length nor has a mesh size of not less than five inches stretched and is not anchored or securedto the water bottom or shore and which is actively worked while being used.  A mullet strike netshall not be an unattended net as defined in this Section.(101)  "Possess" means, in its different tenses, the act of having in possession or control,keeping, detaining, restraining, or holding as owner, or as agent, bailee, or custodian for another.When possession of fish or other wildlife is prohibited, reference is made equally to such fish orother wildlife coming from without the state as to those taken within the state.(102)  "Practicable" means capable of being done or executed in a sensible, worthwhile, andeconomically feasible manner.
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(103)  "Privately owned waters" means artificial reservoirs or enclosures located on privatelyowned property which are constructed so as to prevent at all times the ingress and egress of fish lifefrom public waters; such reservoirs or enclosures located on privately owned property shall notinclude lands of natural streams or natural lake beds.(104)  "Private pond" for the purposes of the production and harvesting of aquatic livestock asdefined in R.S. 56:411(B)(2) means a body of water which is: privately owned; and in which aquaticlivestock as defined in R.S. 56:411(B)(2) are bred and raised under controlled conditions, or forwhich persons other than the owner may be required to pay a fee to the owner to fish in such bodyof water.  The provisions of this Paragraph shall not be deemed to authorize or require the chargingof a fee to fish by an owner of a private pond.(105)  "Processing" means any method of preparing fish or fish products, or wild quadrupedsfor market as described herein: drying to a point of dehydration, canning, salting, packing orpackaging of alligators or parts, breading, and cooking for immediate consumption, but not simplepacking of fresh fish in a sack, bag, package, crate, box, lug, or vat.(106)  "Propodus", or claw, means the forearm of the first leg of the stone crab and is measuredfrom the immovable anterior-most tip of the claw to the base of the joint.(107)  "Purse seine" means any net or device commonly known as a purse seine and/or ring netthat can be pursed or closed by means of a drawstring or other device that can be drawn to close thebottom of the net, or the top of the net, or both.  Such nets are constructed of mesh of such size anddesign as not to be used primarily to entangle commercial-size fish by the gills or other bonyprojection.(108)  "Raptor" means a live migratory bird which is a member of the Accipitridae, except thebald eagle; or Falconidae; or a great horned owl.(109)  "Recreational purpose" means a purpose other than deriving or attempting to derive anincome of any kind from the harvest of fish.  "Income" as used herein shall not include a prize oraward offered as a prize in a fishing tournament.(110)  "Resident" (See "Bona fide resident".).(111)  "Saltwater commercial fish" means any species of saltwater fish taken for commercialpurposes.  Saltwater commercial fish does not include any species of game fish.(112)  "Saltwater fish" means all species of finfishes which normally inhabit the saline watersof the marine and estuarine environment for most of their life cycle.(113)  "Saltwater recreational fish" means any species of saltwater fish taken for recreationalpurposes.(114)(a)  "Saltwater shrimp" means all species of shrimp of commercial or economic value foundin the coastal waters of the state and in the Gulf of Mexico contiguous to the Louisiana coast,including the white shrimp or "common saltwater shrimp" (Litopenaeus setiferus), also called the"lake shrimp"; the brown shrimp (Farfantepenaeus aztecus); the pink shrimp ( Farfantepenaeusduorarum); the "sea bob" (Xiphopeneus kroyeri), also called "six barbes"; and any other shrimp orlike species which may be taken from coastal waters or sold through commercial channels.(b)  "Freshwater shrimp" means the common river shrimp (Macrobrachium ohione) and the deltariver shrimp (Macrobrachium acanthurus).(115)  "Scenic easement" means a contract between the adjacent riparian landowner and thesystem administrator which shall be in the nature of a development agreement for the purpose ofpreserving the natural state of the landscape through mutual agreement on the activities which mightaffect the natural landscape.
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(116)  "Seaward" means in the direction of the nearest sea.(117)  "Secretary" means the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(118)  "Seine" means any net used to enclose or entrap fish either in a bag or where its ends arepulled together on a vessel or a shore and constructed with a mesh of such size and design as not tobe used primarily to ensnare or entangle commercial size fish by the gill or other boney projections.(See "Purse seine".).(119)  "Seizure" means the temporary taking of a thing.  (See "Confiscation".).(120)  "Shellfish" means an aquatic, invertebrate species having a shell.  These species include,but are not limited to, oysters, clams, crayfish, shrimp, crabs, and other mollusks and crustaceans.(121)  "Shoreline" means the shoreline in coastal waters which shall be the same line asdescribed in R.S. 56:495.(122)  "Skimmer nets" means a net attached on two sides to a triangular frame and suspendedfrom or attached to the sides of a boat, with one corner attached to the side of the boat and onecorner resting on the waterbottom.  A ski and one end of the lead line are attached to the corner ofthe frame that rests on the waterbottom and the other end of the lead line attached to a weight whichis suspended from the bow of the boat.(123)  "Slat trap" means any device, used solely for the capture of catfish, which is cylindrical,rectangular, or square in cross section configuration, constructed of slats forming the length of thetrap, with at least one pair of slats spaced at least one inch apart from each other on at least threesides of the trap; and which is no more than six feet in length, two feet in diameter or width; andwhich has one or more cone-shaped throats, flues, or entrances.(124)  "Standard .22 caliber rimfire" means any rimfire .22 caliber, including short or long, longrifle, or .22 magnum.  Standard .22 caliber rimfire does not include any .22 centerfire.(125)  "Stock" and "unit of fish" mean an individual species of fish and "interrelated stocks"means a group of species that for whatever reason tend to be harvested simultaneously by a singletype of fishing gear.(126)  "Stone crab" means the western gulf stone crab (Menippe adina).(127)(a)  "Strike net" means any gill net, trammel net, or seine net not anchored or secured tothe water bottom or shore and which is actively worked while being used.(b)  "Strike fishing" means that the school of fish is visible from the surface and the strike netis placed around the school.(128)  "Surface easement" means a contract between the stream owner and the systemadministrator which shall relieve the landowner of liabilities and assure the public of access and useof the stream surface.(129)  "System" means the Louisiana Natural and Scenic River System.(130)  "Tackle" means any device or equipment used to take fish or other living aquaticresources and any device or equipment had in possession which may be used for taking or attemptingto take fish or other living aquatic resources.(131)  "Take" means, in its different tenses, the attempt or act of hooking, pursuing, netting,capturing, snaring, trapping, shooting, hunting, wounding, or killing by any means or device.(132)  "Tanning" means the conversion of alligator skins or fur pelts into an intermediate orfinished form and includes the following: crust tanning alligator leather, dyeing alligator leather,glazing alligator leather, tanning fur pelts, shearing fur pelts, and dyeing fur pelts, and includes thedressing of skins and furs.
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(133)  "Threatened or endangered species" means any species of wildlife determined by thesecretary or by the Secretary of the United States Department of the Interior, with concurrence bythe commission, to be of a class that requires protective regulation to prevent its extinction or thedestruction or deterioration of its economic usefulness within this state, presently or in theforeseeable future.(134)  "Total length" means the longest measurable distance from the outermost portion of thesnout lengthwise to the outermost portion of the caudal fin.  Extended snouts such as those occurringon marlin, swordfish, and sawfish are not included; snout refers to the outermost portion of themandible in those and other fish having extended snouts.(135)  "Trammel net" means any device composed of layers of netting material attached to oneor more float lines or one or more weighted bottom lines, with the layers of netting being constructedof fine mesh and of larger mesh so that a fish attempting to pass through the device pushes thesmaller mesh through the larger mesh creating a pocket or compartment in which the fish isentrapped, entangled, or restricted.(136)  "Transport" means, in its different tenses, the act of shipping, attempting to ship, receivingor delivering for shipment, transporting, conveying, carrying, or exporting by air, land, or water, orby any means whatsoever.(137)  "Trap" means any device used in the capture of birds, quadrupeds, or fish.(138)  "Trawl" means any net, generally funnel-shaped, pulled through the water or along thebottom with otter boards to spread the mouth open while being fished.  The term trawl also meansand includes plumb staff beam trawls that do not exceed sixteen feet, that do not use otter boards butare held open laterally by a horizontal beam and vertically by two vertical beams (plumb staffs), andthat are used while the vessel is under way.(139)  "Trigger" means any tension loaded rubber band or spring device that contains severalfeet of line and a hook or hooks, which is baited and set, and which automatically hooks and playsa fish.(140)  "Trotline" means a line which is four hundred forty yards or less to which hoop drops aretied at various intervals or gangions and hooks are attached and which may be retrieved manuallyor by electric or hydraulic haulers.(141)  "Unattended net" means any net in the water to which the licensee thereof cannot belocated within two hundred feet thereof.(142)  "Underutilized species" means species of fish, bivalves, and reptiles that have commercialdevelopment potential which has not been fully realized.  Historically, this has included shark,clams, alligators, mullet, squid, gafftopsail catfish, hardhead catfish, spot, pinfish, silver eel, spanishmackerel, croaker, and black drum.(143)  "Wildbirds" means and includes any and all of the following:(a)  Migratory game birds: all species of ducks, geese, rails of all species, coots (poule d'eau),gallinules, snipe, woodcock, and wild doves of all species.(b)  Resident game birds: wild turkey, black francolin, bobwhite quail, and pheasants of allspecies.(c)  Outlaw birds: crows, red-wing blackbirds (rice birds), English sparrows, starlings, and whendestructive to crops, grackles and other species of blackbirds.(d)  Protected birds: all resident and migratory wild birds not described hereinbefore as gamebirds or outlaw birds are protected.Wild birds does not include birds taken, possessed, or transported under the provisions set forthin the game breeder or hunting preserve licenses.
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(144)(a)  "Wild quadrupeds" means and includes any and all of the following:(i)  Game quadrupeds: wild deer, bears, squirrels, and wild rabbits.(ii)  Outlaw quadrupeds: coyotes, armadillos, and feral hogs.(iii)  Protected quadrupeds: wolves, cougars, bobcats, and foxes; provided that foxes and bobcatsmay be run with dogs.(iv)  Nongame quadrupeds: mink, otter, muskrat, nutria, beaver, weasels, raccoons, skunks,opossum, alligator, and other wild quadrupeds valuable for their skins or furs.(b)  Wild quadrupeds does not include wild quadrupeds taken, possessed, or transported underthe provisions set forth in the game breeder license.  The terms "wild quadrupeds" and "wild gamequadrupeds" shall not include buffalo, bison, or beefalo.(145)  "Wildlife" means all species of wild vertebrates.(146)  "Wildlife and fisheries agent, special" (or "special agent") means any person appointedunder authority of the secretary to serve in an honorary capacity without compensation.(147)  "Wildlife management area" means any area set aside, maintained, and supervised by thecommission for the purpose of managing and harvesting wild birds, wild quadrupeds, fish, and otheraquatic life under controlled conditions to afford maximum public hunting and fishing opportunity.(148)  "Wildlife refuge" means any area set aside and designated by the commission as a refugeon which wild birds and animals are protected.  Control of certain forms of wildlife may beconducted by the department.(149)  "Wing net".  (see "Lead net".).(150)  "Wire net" means a cone-shaped net of vegetable or synthetic materials, with a mesh noless than one inch square or two inches stretched, having throats or flues and which is stretched overwire of five inch mesh or greater to support the webbing.(151)  "Work box" means a standard crab crate as used by a commercial crab fisherman aboardthe vessel to sort or cull undersized crabs from the harvest in order to obtain a legal catch.(152)  "Yo-yo" means any spring-loaded reel device that contains several feet of line and a hookor hooks, which when baited and set, automatically hooks and plays a fish.Acts 1990, No. 54, §1; Acts 1990, No. 564, §1; Acts 1991, No. 157, §1, eff. July 2, 1991; Acts 1991, No.631, §1; Acts 1991, No. 698, §1; Acts 1991, No. 708, §1; Acts 1991, No. 859, §1; Acts 1991, No. 931, §1; Acts1992, No. 174, §1; Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1992, No. 499, §1, eff. June 22, 1992; Acts1992, No. 528, §3, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1995, No. 155, §1; Acts 1995, No. 543, §2; Acts 1995, No. 604, §1;Acts 1995, No. 1039, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1995, No. 1043, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1316, §§2, 3; Acts 1997,No. 205, §1; Acts 1997, No. 303, §1; Acts 1997, No. 802, §1, eff. July 10, 1997; Acts 1997, No. 1181, §1; Acts1997, No. 1233, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1234, §1, eff. July 1, 1998; Acts 1997, No. 1237, §1; Acts 1998, 1st Ex.Sess., No. 155, §1, eff. May 7, 1998; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §2; Acts 1999, No. 177, §1; Acts 1999,No. 422, §1, eff. June 18, 1999; Acts 1999, No. 469, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1170, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1207, §1;Acts 1999, No. 1338, §1; Acts 2001, No. 149, §1; Acts 2001, No. 329, §1; Acts 2003, No. 274, §1; Acts 2003,No. 379, §1; Acts 2003, No. 566, §1; Acts 2004, No. 126, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2004; Acts 2004, No. 240, §1; Acts2008, No. 23, §1, eff. July 1, 2008; Acts 2010, No. 743, §2B, eff. July 1, 2010.*As appears in enrolled bill.§9.  Report of violations; criminal prosecution; schedule of fines; citations; ex officio notariespublicA.  The director shall report all violations of the criminal laws with the enforcement of whichhe is charged to the district attorney within whose jurisdiction the infractions occurred.  It is themandatory duty of the district attorney to prosecute all such actions and make a report of suchprosecutions to the director.  
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B.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this Section, the judges of any judicialdistrict, or, in the parish of Orleans, the judges of the criminal district court, with the consent of thedistrict attorney, may adopt a schedule of fines, penalties and costs for violations of wildlife andfisheries laws as may be found in Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 and regulationsadopted pursuant to those laws, within the limits of such penalties as are set by law, except that theschedule shall not include violations which by law are punishable by mandatory imprisonment.  Theschedules shall be applicable as provided hereafter.  C.  Any person apprehended for or charged with the violation of a law or regulation containedin any such schedule may enter a written plea of guilty to the same by signing a declaration to thateffect, which declaration shall specify the issue charged and the time and place thereof, and depositwith the sheriff of the parish a sum of money corresponding to the schedule of fines and costs forthe violation of the particular offense charged.  The said declaration shall authorize the sheriff to paythe amount of such fine, penalty and cost from money deposited in escrow for that purpose with thesheriff.  Such declarations and the deposit of money in escrow shall be executed and transferred onlyin the court house, parish jail or such other place as is designated by the judges, and within such timelimits as are set by the judges.  D.  The judge or district attorney may refuse to accept such written pleas of guilty in any caseand in the event of refusal, the written plea of guilty shall not be admissible in evidence for anyreason whatsoever.  E.(1)  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall provide, in appropriate form, citationscontaining notices to appear, which shall be issued in books with citations in quadruplicate andmeeting the requirements of this Part.  (2)  The secretary shall issue these books, maintain a record of each book and each citationcontained therein issued to all individual members of the enforcement agency, and require and retaina receipt for each book issued.  (3)  In the event the citation form, provided for in this Part, is sworn to and includes thenecessary information required under the general laws of this state with respect to a complaint,which charges the commission of the offense alleged in said citation to have been committed, thensuch citation, when filed with a court of proper jurisdiction, shall be deemed to be a lawful complaintfor the purpose of prosecution under this Part.  (4)  Each enforcement officer, upon issuing a citation to an alleged violator of any provision oflaw under their jurisdiction, shall deposit the original citation or a copy of such citation along witha disposition copy with a court having jurisdiction over the alleged offense.  (5)  The secretary shall also maintain or cause to be maintained, in connection with everycitation issued by an officer, a record of the disposition of the charge by the court in which theoriginal or a copy of the citation was deposited.  F.(1)  Notwithstanding any provisions in the law relative to qualifications for and limitations onthe number of notaries public, the governor is authorized to appoint, upon recommendation by thesecretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, the executive officer of each enforcementregion and district and any investigator of the internal affairs unit of the enforcement division of theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries, as an ex officio notary public, who shall perform the dutiesprovided hereunder without charge or other compensation.  (2)  Any ex officio notary public appointed under the provisions of this Section shall possessthose notarial powers as provided by law to administer oaths and take acknowledgements, but onlyin connection with his official duties.  
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(3)  Specially designated commissioned Louisiana wildlife enforcement agents assigned tointernal affairs shall have the power to administer oaths and receive sworn statements in connectionwith their official duties.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1980, No. 117, §1; Acts 1982, No. 621, §2.  Acts 1983, No. 174,§1. §10.  Annual report to governor; estimate of proposed expenditures; particular funds;warrants; vouchers; surplus fundsA.  On or before the first Monday in April of each year the commission shall prepare and presentto the governor a printed annual report showing the operations of the commission since the date ofits last annual report, showing the amount of money received by it and from what sources, andshowing the amount of money expended by it and for what purposes.  In each annual reportimmediately preceding the regular session of the legislature the commission shall include an estimateof proposed expenditures and the expenses for the ensuing year, its prospective revenues and anyrecommendations for legislative action.  The governor shall lay copies of the report before thesucceeding legislature.  At each regular session the legislature shall appropriate such funds as itdeems wise for the continuation of the work of the commission.B.(1)  Subject to the exception contained in Article VII, Section 9(A) of the Constitution ofLouisiana, all funds collected by the commission from every source shall be paid into the statetreasury and shall be credited to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund.  Out of the fundsremaining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from thatfund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state which become due andpayable within any fiscal year, the treasurer shall, prior to placing such remaining funds in the stategeneral fund, conform to the following:(a)(i)  Pay annually into a special fund created in the state treasury and designated as the SeafoodPromotion and Marketing Fund an amount equal to the total of five dollars per license fee and gearfee per annum paid into the treasury by the commission derived from the increase in each of thecommercial fisheries license fees imposed by Acts 1984, No. 230 or derived from the fee or feesimposed on any commercial fisheries license established on or after January 1, 1984.  This includesfive dollars per commercial fisherman's license fee, gear fee, wholesale/retail dealer's license fee,vessel license fee, and transport license fee pursuant to Part VI of Chapter 1 of Title 56 of theLouisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.(ii)  Pay annually into the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Fund, into a special accountentitled the "Oyster Development Account", the additional fee of five cents for each oyster tag soldpursuant to R.S. 56:449 and paid into the treasury by the commission.  All expenditures andallocation of funds from this account shall be administered jointly by the Louisiana SeafoodPromotion and Marketing Board and the Louisiana Oyster Task Force.(b)(i)  Pay annually into the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Fund, into a special accountentitled the "Shrimp Marketing and Promotion Account", an amount equal to the fees collectedpursuant to R.S. 56:305(G) and paid into the treasury by the commission.  All expenditures andallocation of funds from this account shall be administered jointly by the Louisiana SeafoodPromotion and Marketing Board and the Louisiana Shrimp Task Force to be used for thedevelopment of markets for shrimp and creation of marketing strategies for the development andmarket expansion for shrimp harvested from Louisiana waters.(ii)  Pay annually into the Conservation Fund, into a special account entitled the "Shrimp TradePetition Account", an amount equal to the fees collected pursuant to R.S. 56:305(H) and 506.1.Subject to annual appropriation by the legislature, the monies in the fund shall be used exclusivelyfor the purposes of promotion and protection of domestic wild-caught shrimp.  For purposes of this



R.S. 56:10

22 – House of Representatives Database Wildlife and FisheriesOctober, 2010

Item, promotion and protection of domestic wild-caught shrimp shall include expenses related to thepetition filed by the Southern Shrimp Alliance in December 2003 for the imposition of antidumpingduties pursuant to Section 731 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended.  All expenditures andallocation of funds from this account shall be administered jointly by the Louisiana SeafoodPromotion and Marketing Board and the Louisiana Shrimp Task Force.  The monies in this accountshall be invested by the state treasurer in the same manner as monies in the state general fund andall returns on such investment shall be deposited to the account.  All unexpended and unencumberedmonies remaining in this account at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the account.(c)  Pay into a special fund created in the state treasury and designated as the Conservation Fundan amount equal to the total amount of funds paid into the treasury by the commission except thosefunds for which provision is made in Subparagraphs (a), (b), and (d) of this Paragraph.(d)  Pay annually into a special fund created in the state treasury and designated as the LouisianaDuck License, Stamp, and Print Fund all amounts received pursuant to the Louisiana Duck License,Stamp, and Print Program provided for in R.S. 56:151 et seq. and such other funds as are specificallyappropriated by the legislature.(e)  Pay annually into the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Fund, into a special account titledthe "Crab Promotion and Marketing Account", an amount equal to the fees specified for deposit inR.S. 56:305(B)(2) and (C)(1), 306(B)(6), and 306.1(B)(7).  All expenditures and allocations of fundsfrom this account shall be administered jointly by the Louisiana Seafood Promotion and MarketingBoard and the Crab Task Force.(2)  The monies in the Conservation Fund shall be used solely for the programs and purposesand in the amounts appropriated each year to the commission by the legislature.(3)  The monies in the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Fund shall be used by the SeafoodPromotion and Marketing Board to implement the duties and functions of that board relating to thepromotion and marketing of seafood as provided in R.S. 56:578.3 in the amounts appropriated eachyear to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries by the legislature for the use by the board.(4)  Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 984, §18.(5)  The monies in the Louisiana Duck License, Stamp, and Print Fund shall be used solely forthe programs and purposes associated with the Louisiana Duck License, Stamp, and Print Programas provided by R.S. 56:151 et seq. in the amounts appropriated each year to the department by thelegislature.(6)(a)  There is hereby created within the Conservation Fund a special account known as the"natural heritage account" which shall consist of those revenues collected from the sale of "WildLouisiana" stamps and prints provided for in R.S. 56:1832 and those funds donated or allocated forthe protection and stewardship of Louisiana's wild lands and waters to support the functions of theLouisiana Natural Heritage Program.  The revenues shall be subject to the same requirements asprovided for other revenues placed in the Conservation Fund in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.The funds in this account shall be used solely for the implementation and administration of Parts I,II, III, and IV of Chapter 8 of this Title and the natural heritage and nongame programs within thedepartment.(b)(i)  Five percent of the net proceeds derived from the fifty dollar fee imposed by R.S.47:463.45(B) for the black bear prestige license plate shall be used to promote the existence of theblack bear prestige license plate and its availability for use on passenger cars, pickup trucks, andvans.(ii)  Five percent of the net proceeds derived from the fifty dollar fee imposed by R.S.47:463.46(B) for the Louisiana quails unlimited prestige plate shall be used to promote the existence
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of the Louisiana quails unlimited prestige plate and its availability for use on passenger cars, pickuptrucks, recreational vehicles, and vans.(c)  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law to the contrary, every hunting and fishinglicense issued by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall include a notice with a telephonenumber and mailing address for information on how to acquire a black bear prestige license platefor use on one's passenger car, pickup truck, or van.(7)(a)  The monies in the Louisiana Wild Turkey Fund shall be used solely for the programs andpurposes associated with the Louisiana Wild Turkey Program as provided by R.S. 56:161 et seq. inthe amounts appropriated each year to the department by the legislature.(b)  The revenues collected from the sale of the Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation license plateprovided for in R.S. 47:463.54 shall be used solely for turkey restocking and research purposes inthe amounts appropriated each year to the commission by the legislature, with the exception of fivedollars per plate sold to be used for the purpose of advertising the license plates.(8)  There is hereby created within the Conservation Fund a special account known as the"waterfowl account" which shall consist of those revenues collected from the sale of the DucksUnlimited license plates provided for in R.S. 47:463.53.  The revenues shall be subject to the samerequirements as provided for other revenues placed in the Conservation Fund in Paragraph (1) of thisSubsection.  The funds in this account shall be used solely for the purpose of conserving, restoring,and enhancing migratory waterfowl habitat in Louisiana.  Specific expenditures of the proceeds shallbe made in consultation with Louisiana Ducks Unlimited, provided that Louisiana Ducks Unlimitedcontributes an amount each fiscal year equal to the amount of funds collected from the sale of thelicense plates placed into the "waterfowl account".(9)  There is hereby created within the Conservation Fund a special account known as the "blackbear account" which shall consist of those revenues collected from the sale of the black bearunlimited license plates provided for in R.S. 47:463.45.  The revenues shall be subject to the samerequirements as provided for other revenues placed in the Conservation Fund in Paragraph (1) of thisSubsection.  The funds in this account shall be used solely for the purpose of conserving, restoring,and enhancing black bear habitat in Louisiana.(10)  There is hereby created within the Conservation Fund a special account known as the"quail account" which shall consist of those revenues collected from the sale of the quail unlimitedlicense plates provided for in R.S. 47:463.46.  The revenues shall be subject to the samerequirements as provided for other revenues placed in the Conservation Fund in Paragraph (1) of thisSubsection.  The funds in this account shall be used solely for the purpose of conserving, restoring,and enhancing quail habitat in Louisiana.(11)  There is hereby created within the Conservation Fund a special account known as the"white tail deer account" which shall consist of those revenues collected from the sale of the whitetail deer license plates provided for in R.S. 47:463.86.  The revenues shall be subject to the samerequirements as provided for other revenues placed in the Conservation Fund in Paragraph (1) of thisSubsection.  The funds in this account shall be used solely for programs pertaining to the white taildeer in Louisiana.(12)  There is hereby created within the Conservation Fund a special account known as the"enforcement emergency situation response account", which shall consist of funds received fromfederal grant reimbursements, contracts or cooperative agreements, interagency transfers, othergrants or other resources to recoup monies for services which are designated for deposit into thisaccount, and those revenues as provided in R.S. 56:40.9(A).  All revenues to this account shall besubject to the same requirements as provided for other revenues placed in the Conservation Fundpursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.  The funds in this account shall be used solely by theenforcement division of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for emergency situation
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preparedness, operations in emergency situations, responses to emergency situations, and emergencysearch and rescue operations, as appropriated annually by the legislature.(13)  There is hereby created within the Conservation Fund a special account known as the"Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program Account", which shall consist of funds received fromrevenues as provided in R.S. 56:302.3(B)(1) and (C) and 305(B)(2) and (C)(1), donations, and fromany other source which may specify deposit to this account.  The revenues in the account shall besubject to the same requirements as other revenues in the Conservation Fund.  All expenditures andallocations of funds from this account shall be for the administration and implementation of thederelict crab trap removal program.(14)  There is hereby created within the Conservation Fund a special account known as the "Rareand Endangered Species Account", which shall consist of revenues collected from the sale of the"Rare and Endangered Species" special prestige license plate provided for in R.S. 47:463.150,donations, and any other source which may specify deposit to this account.  The revenues in theaccount shall be subject to the same requirements as other revenues in the Conservation Fund.  Allexpenditures and allocations of funds from this account shall be used solely for purposes ofconserving, restoring, and enhancing rare and endangered species habitats in Louisiana.C.  The commission shall keep a set of books showing from whom every dollar is received andfor what purpose and to whom every dollar is paid and for what purpose.  It also shall keep in its filevouchers or receipts for all moneys paid out.D.  All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the Louisiana Seafood Promotion andMarketing Fund, the Louisiana Duck License, Stamp, and Print Fund, the Louisiana Wild TurkeyFund, and the Conservation Fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the respective funds.The monies in the funds shall be invested by the treasurer in the same manner as monies in the stategeneral fund.  All interest earned on monies invested by the treasurer shall be deposited in therespective funds.  The state treasurer shall prepare and submit to the department on a quarterly basisa printed report showing the amount of money contained in the funds from all sources.Amended by Acts 1972, No. 494, §1; Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1975, No. 343, §1; Acts 1983, No. 602,§1; Acts 1984, No. 230, §1, eff. June 29, 1984; Acts 1984, No. 883, §1, eff. Aug. 1, 1985; Acts 1986, No. 904,§§3, 4; Acts 1988, No. 632, §§1, 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1992, No. 193, §1; Acts 1992, No. 984, §§17, 18;Acts 1995, No. 225, §1; Acts 1995, No. 448, §1; Acts 1995, No. 535, §2; Acts 1997, No. 70, §2; Acts 1997, No.660, §2; Acts 1997, No. 962, §2; Acts 1997, No. 1158, §2; Acts 1999, No. 735, §2; Acts 1999, No. 772, §1;Acts 2001, No. 270, §1; Acts 2001, No. 663, §1; Acts 2003, No. 357, §1; Acts 2003, No. 784, §1; Acts 2004,No. 904, §1, eff. July 12, 2004; Acts 2005, No. 172, §1; Acts 2008, No. 722, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2008; Acts 2010,No. 100, §1; Acts 2010, No. 606, §2; Acts 2010, No. 991, §2.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.NOTE:  See Acts 2004, No. 904, §3, regarding termination.§10.1.  Aquatic Plant Control Fund; creation; usesA.  There is hereby created in the state treasury the Aquatic Plant Control Fund.B.  After compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution ofLouisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, and after a sufficient amount isallocated from that fund to pay all of the obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the statewhich become due and payable within any fiscal year, the treasurer shall pay into the Aquatic PlantControl Fund an amount equal to the monies received by the state treasury pursuant to the provisionsof R.S. 47:462(B)(2)(c).  The monies in this fund shall be used solely as provided in Subsection Cof this Section and only in the amount appropriated by the legislature.  All unexpended andunencumbered monies remaining in this fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.
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The monies in the fund shall be invested by the state treasurer in the same manner as monies in thestate general fund and all returns of such investment shall be deposited to the fund.C.  Subject to an annual appropriation by the legislature, the monies in the Aquatic Plant ControlFund shall be used solely by the office of fisheries, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, to fundthe aquatic plant control program and to fund cooperative research and public education efforts bythe Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the LSU Agricultural Center relative to aquatic weedcontrol and eradication.  An amount not to exceed fifteen percent of the annual appropriation shallbe used to fund research and public education efforts relative to aquatic weed control and eradicationby the LSU Agricultural Center.  The funds appropriated pursuant to the provisions of this Sectionshall be in addition to any other amounts appropriated by the legislature.Acts 2002, No. 77, §2, eff. July 1, 2002; Acts 2008, No. 235, §1.§11.  Bond of director and employees The director shall give, for the faithful performance of the duties of his office, a bond in the sumof five thousand dollars, with security, in favor of the governor for the benefit of the people.  Eachemployee of the commission other than the director likewise shall give a bond, with security, in thesum of one thousand dollars.  In case of forfeiture of any bond and recovery thereon, the amountrecovered shall be placed in the general fund of the commission.  However, pursuant to theprovisions of R.S. 42:206, the commission shall be authorized to pay the premium on any such bondrequired to be given in favor of the state by the director or any employee of the commission.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  §12.  Boats and other movable property The director shall acquire such boats and other movable property as are necessary to regulateand supervise the work of the commission.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.§§13, 13.1.  Repealed by Acts 1999, No. 804, §2, July 2, 1999.§14.  Saltwater Fishery Enforcement Account; creation; use of monies in the accountA.  The "Saltwater Fishery Enforcement Account" is hereby created as a special account in theConservation Fund.  The monies in this account shall be used solely as provided in Subsection D ofthis Section and only in the amounts appropriated by the legislature.  The monies in this accountshall be invested by the state treasurer in the same manner as monies in the state general fund.Monies deposited into the account and interest earned on the investment of monies in the accountshall be credited to the account, following compliance with the requirement of Article VII, Section9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund.B.  The monies in the "Saltwater Fishery Enforcement Account" shall be obtained and allocatedpursuant to Subsection C of this Section.  Monies deposited into the account, and the revenuesderived from investment of monies in the account, shall be used to supplement enforcement effortsrelated to saltwater fishery and fishery related laws, rules, and regulations in the coastal parishes ofthe state.C.  Funds received by the department from contributions or donations and court awards madespecifically to the Saltwater Fishery Enforcement Account shall be deposited to the account.  Themonies in the Saltwater Fishery Enforcement Account shall be used solely as provided for in thisSection.  The state treasurer shall prepare and submit to the department, on a quarterly basis, aprinted report showing the amount of money contained in the fund from all sources.D.  It is the purpose of this Section to provide financial assistance in any manner to theenforcement division of the department for the purpose of enforcing regulations governing,protecting, managing, and conserving saltwater fishery species and providing public safety while in
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the performance of those duties.  It is specifically provided herein that any violation of gear limitsor gear regulations in conjunction with shoreline trawling shall be strictly enforced.E.  It is specifically provided that the intent of the legislature in the enactment of the LouisianaMarine Resources Conservation Act of 1995 (Act No. 1316 of the 1995 Regular Session) is topromote the enhancement of Louisiana's marine resources by the removal of indiscriminateentanglement nets from coastal waters.Acts 1999, No. 804, §1, eff. July 2, 1999; Acts 2004, No. 835, §1, eff. July 12, 2004.§15.  Prohibited acts involving interstate commerceA.  For the purposes of this Section, the following words and phrases shall have the meaningascribed to them in this Section unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:(1)  The terms "fish" or "wildlife" mean fish as defined by R.S. 56:8 and wildlife as defined inR.S. 56:8, whether alive or dead, without limitation to whether or not the animal was bred, hatched,or born in captivity, and includes any part, product, egg, or offspring thereof.(2)  The term "import" means to land on, bring into, or introduce into, any place subject to thejurisdiction of the state of Louisiana.(3)  The terms "law" or "regulation" mean laws or regulations which regulate the taking,possession, importation, exportation, transportation, or sale of fish or wildlife.(4)  The term "person" includes any individual, partnership, association, corporation, trust, orany officer, employee, agent, department, or instrumentality of a state department or politicalsubdivision of the state, or any entity subject to the jurisdiction of the state of Louisiana.(5)  The term "taken" means "take" as defined in R.S. 56:8.(6)  The term "possess" means possess as defined in R.S. 56:8.(7)  The term "transport" means transport as defined in R.S. 56:8.B.  It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in any of the following:(1)  To import, export, transport, sell, receive, acquire, or purchase in interstate commerce anyfish or wildlife taken, possessed, transported, or sold in violation of any law or regulation of thisstate, any other state, or the federal government.(2)  To attempt to commit any act described in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.C.  Any person who knowingly engages in conduct prohibited by Subsection B herein shall besubject to penalties of a class six violation as defined by R.S. 56:36.  In addition, any person whoin the exercise of due care should have known that the fish or wildlife were taken, possessed,transported, or sold in violation of any law or in a manner unlawful under any law or regulation shallbe subject to the penalties of a class six violation as defined in R.S. 56:36.Acts 1999, No. 178, §1.§16.  Intentional concealment, destruction, or deposit of illegal fish, wildlife, or other animals;penaltiesA.  No person shall intentionally conceal, destroy, or deposit any fish, wildlife, or other animalwhich was taken or possessed illegally at any location if the person knows or has good reason tobelieve that such act has an effect on or reasonably may or will affect an actual or potential criminalproceeding.B.  A violation of this Section shall constitute a class six violation as provided for in R.S. 56:36.Acts 2007, No. 84, §1.§17.  Taking fish for purpose of science and cultivation; permits; propagation of fish The director may take fish of any kind in any manner or place for the purpose of science and ofcultivation and distribution and may grant written permits to other persons for the same purpose.
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He may introduce or permit to be introduced any kind of fish into any waters.  He may, after ahearing, set apart for a term not exceeding ten years any waters in the state for the purpose ofpropagation or for the use of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  The order setting apartsuch waters shall be recorded in the conveyance office of the parish in which they are situated.  Hemay erect and maintain such fixtures as are necessary for the purpose of propagation andmaintenance.  Added by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  §18.  Trespass on or injury to structures or areas used for scientific experiments A.  No person shall willfully enter in or upon any building or other structure or any area of landor water set apart and used by or under the authority of the director for conducting scientificexperiments and distribution of fish, birds, or game after the director has printed notices of suchoccupation and use and the purposes thereof, and has placed them in a conspicuous position adjacentto any such areas or upon any such structure.  B.  No person shall willfully and maliciously injure or deface any such structure or any noticeposted by the director, or injure or destroy any property used in such experiments or investigationor otherwise interfere therewith.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  §19.  Exchange of fish hatched at fish hatcheries for fish roe or fish eggs The director may purchase fish roe or fish eggs and give in exchange or in consideration therefora percent of the young fish hatched or produced at any of the state fish hatcheries.  The placing ofsuch young fish in waters on the land of such persons shall not be deemed a stocking of such waterswith fish by the state.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  §20.  Releasing game, fowl, or fish; permission; intrastate restocking; violations A.  No pen-raised or wild animal, fowl, or fish of any species from without the state shall beliberated within the state except upon written permission of the secretary.  No pen-raised turkey orpheasant from within or without the state shall be liberated within the state except upon writtenpermission of the secretary. B.  No wild animal or fowl of any species shall be transported for restocking purposes from asite within the state to any other site within the state except in accordance with rules and regulationsadopted by the commission.  C.  Violations of the provisions of this Section shall constitute a class four violation, as providedin R.S. 56:34.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1982, No. 319, §1; Acts 1982, No. 380, §1; Acts 1988, No. 237,§1.§21.  Stocking waters with fish Upon the petition of the governing authority of a parish, the director may stock the waters of anystream, bayou, lagoon, lake, or river with fish judged to be the best suited to such waters.  He maythereupon prescribe and enforce for a period not exceeding three years such reasonable regulationsrelative to the fishing in such streams and tributaries as he deems to be in the public interest.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  §22.  Rules and regulations for protection and preservation of fish A.  Whenever the commission deems it for the best interest of the state, it may entirely prohibitthe taking of any species of fish in any part of the state, particularly in any lake or stream eitherwholly or partially within the state, for not more than a three-year period.  
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B.  The commission shall be authorized to promulgate rules and regulations pertaining toseasons, times, sizes, and places for freshwater commercial fish netting.  C.  Such prohibitions, rules, and regulations shall be adopted in accordance with R.S. 49:951 etseq. Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1979, No. 282, §1; Acts 1982, No. 732, §1; Acts 1990, No. 376,§1. §23.  Penalty for violationsWhoever violates any of the provisions of Chapters 1 through 3 and 5 of this Title for which apenalty has not been otherwise specifically provided shall be penalized as a class one violation asprovided in R.S. 56:31 and shall pay all court costs.Acts 2010, No. 290, §1.§24.  Contract by commission with private landowners for use of lands for wildlifemanagement areas in consideration for relief from certain taxation The commission may contract with any private landowner for the use of his lands for a term ofnot less than twenty-five years for the purpose of establishing wildlife management areas, and mayagree, where such use is granted without compensation or payment therefor, that the lands shall berelieved of all state, parish, and district taxes, except in cases where a tax has been contracted to belevied thereon for the retirement of a bond issue or for other outstanding debts or obligations, so longas the lands are used for the purpose stated.  Any existing agreement to the foregoing effect isvalidated.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.§25.  Fish and wildlife restoration and management projects; assent to federal aid act; dutiesof commission A.  The state of Louisiana hereby assents to the provisions of the Dingell-Johnson Sport FishRestoration Act (also known as the "Federal Aid in Fish Restoration Act" and the "Fish Restorationand Management Projects Act" [16 U.S.C. §777 et seq.]) and the Pittman-Robertson WildlifeRestoration Act (also known as the "Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act" [16 U.S.C. §669 etseq.]).  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is hereby authorized, empowered, anddirected to perform such acts as may be necessary to the conduct and establishment of cooperativefish and wildlife restoration projects as defined in said acts of congress, in compliance with said actsand rules and regulations promulgated by the Secretary of Interior thereunder.B.  The commission is hereby authorized to acquire by purchase, gift, eminent domain, orotherwise, all property necessary, useful, or convenient for the use of the commission; and no fundsaccruing to this state from license fees paid by the fishermen and hunters shall be diverted to anyother purpose than the administration, implementation, and support of hunting and fishing activitiesand for the protection, propagation, preservation, and investigation of fish and wildlife.Added by Acts 1952, No. 540, §1; Acts 2004, No. 566, §1.§26.  Repealed by Acts 2004, No. 566, §2.§27.  Management and harvesting of fish in private ponds exempt from statutory limitations;permits; exceptions A.  Except as provided in Sub-sections B and C of this Section, the management and harvest ortaking of fish in privately owned man made ponds or impoundments shall not be subject to statutorylimitations as to the kind, number or size of fish which may be harvested or taken, or as to themethod of harvesting or taking fish, or seasons or other limitations, restrictions, prohibitions or
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regulations governing the management and harvest or taking of fish, but shall be governed byadministrative rules and regulations of the commission, and the commission may issue permits toeach private owner therefor.B.  Statutory and administrative regulations governing or prohibiting the sale or exchange ofgame fish shall apply to game fish harvested or taken from privately owned man made ponds orimpoundments.C.  Sub-section A of this Section does not apply to ponds or impoundments built within the basinof a continuously flowing river, bayou or other stream of water.  Added by Acts 1960, No. 127, §§1 to 3.  §28.  Official badges, identification cards, other insignia Whoever manufactures, sells, or possesses any badge, identification card, or other insignia, ofthe design prescribed by the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for useby any officer or employee thereof, or any colorable imitation thereof, or photographs, prints, or inany other manner makes or executes any engraving, photograph, print, or impression in the likenessof any such badge, identification card, or other insignia, or any colorable imitation thereof, exceptas authorized under regulations made pursuant to law, shall be fined not more than five hundreddollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both.  Acts 1986, No. 502, §1.  §29.  Interference with marks or buoys No person shall injure, mutilate, destroy, interfere with, or remove any marks or buoys located,placed, anchored, or moored by the state or any agency or political subdivision thereof in any state-owned waterway.  Whoever violates this provision shall be subject to the penalties imposed for aclass three violation.  The provisions of this Section shall only apply when the marks or buoys areproperly marked to show that they belong to the state or any agency or political subdivision thereof.Acts 1993, No. 93, §1.  PART I-A.  DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES§30.  Department of Wildlife and Fisheries; powers; duties; functions; periodic evaluation offees and charges imposedA.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall, at least once every two years, periodicallyreview every fee imposed by the department or by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commissionand every fee charged for issuance or renewal of every license or permit issued or renewed by thedepartment or commission.  This review shall be conducted, as to each fee, license, or permit, at leastevery two years. The following items shall be included in the periodic review:(1)  The actual costs and expenses incurred by the department and the commission in creatingand distributing licenses or permits required by law.(2)  The actual costs and expenses incurred in monitoring public compliance for licensing andpermitting.(3)  The monies actually received by the department or the commission as a license fee, permitfee, or other fee required by law.(4)  Any other information regarding fees, licenses, and permits deemed relevant to the analysisby the department.
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B.  A summary of each analysis by the department, together with recommendations foradjustment in a fee, license fee, or permit fee charged by the department or commission, shall beforwarded to the Senate and House committees on natural resources.Acts 1995, No. 514, §1.§30.1.  Department of Wildlife and Fisheries; issuance of licenses and permits for hunting andfishingThe Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is hereby authorized to issue hunting and fishinglicenses and permits through an electronic issuance system.  In addition, the department is herebyauthorized to contract for electronic license issuance services in accordance with the provisions ofR.S. 39:198(G) and to enter into agreements with issuing agents for the issuance of the licenses andpermits.  Such issuance system may include purchase of licenses or permits using the telephone andany other electronic methods of communication and may include payment of the required fees byway of credit card as provided in R.S. 56:642.  Such issuance system may also include receipt ofpayment of fines resultant from class one violations.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shallimplement any electronic system through the promulgation and adoption of rules and regulationstherefor.Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §2, eff. Sept. 21, 1998; Acts 2001, No. 805, §1; Acts 2003, No. 90, §1;Acts 2007, No. 85, §2.§30.2.  Notice to legislatorsThe department shall provide advance written notice to members of the legislature of any publichearing scheduled by the department to be held within the legislative district of the member.  Thenotice shall be provided not later than thirty days prior to the date of the hearing.Acts 1999, No. 292, §1, eff. June 11, 1999.§30.3.  Lease of state lands; access to public waterwaysA.  Any contract entered into for the lease of state lands for any purpose shall require that accessby the public to public waterways through the state lands covered by the lease shall be maintainedand preserved for the public by the lessee.  The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit thesecretary of the agency having control over the property to restrict access to public waterways if hedetermines that a danger to the public welfare exists.  The provisions of this Section shall not applyin cases involving title disputes.B.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if the secretary determines there existsa public need to maintain the current lessee, the secretary may offer the current lessee, if he madea bid, the option to match the highest bid in order to lease the state lands.  The provisions of thisSubsection shall not apply to oyster leases, oil and gas leases or alligator leases entered into by thedepartment, or to any lease entered into by the State Mineral and Energy Board.  The departmentshall promulgate rules and regulations providing for uniform criteria to assess the management ofleased property.Acts 1999, No. 1142, §3; Acts 2008, No. 226, §1; Acts 2009, No. 196, §9, eff. July 1, 2009.§30.4.  Geophysical and geological surveysA.  A person granted a permit to conduct geophysical and geological surveys of any kind onstate-controlled lands, including water bottoms, shall not be assessed any additional fees to conductoperations on any designated oyster seed ground or reservation belonging to the state of Louisiana.B.  Each seismic exploration crew working in the state of Louisiana shall always be under thesupervision of the seismic section of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  The seismic operatorshall be charged a fee of one hundred thirty-five dollars per crew per day.
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C.  Of the funds received by the department from geophysical and geological survey activityoccurring on state lands, including water bottoms, under the provisions of R.S. 30:212(D) and theadditional funds received by the department under the provisions of R.S. 30:136.1(D), an amountshall be used to plant shells for oyster cultch, rehabilitating areas damaged by operations, and asmitigation for any other damage to the coastal area.  The determination of the amount to be so usedshall be made in accordance with the provisions of LAC 76:I.301(T) and based upon the amount ofgeophysical and geological survey activity occurring on any designated oyster seed ground orreservation.Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 8, §3.
PART II.  PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES

SUBPART A.  PENALTIES§31.  Class one violationsThe following penalties shall be imposed for a class one violation:(1)  For the first offense, a fine of fifty dollars or imprisonment for not more than fifteen days,or both.  The fine shall include all costs of court.(2)  For the second offense, a fine of not less than seventy-five dollars nor more than twohundred fifty dollars or imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor more than sixty days, or both.(3)  For the third offense and all subsequent offenses, a fine of not less than two hundred dollarsnor more than five hundred fifty dollars and imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor more thanninety days.Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1988, No. 240, §1; Acts 1990, No. 899, §1; Acts 2001, No. 344, §1; Acts2004, No. 253, §1, eff. July 1, 2004.§31.1.  Revocation of license; denial of license; penaltiesA.  Failure to pay all amounts assessed under this Part shall result in the immediate revocationof all recreational hunting and fishing licenses held by the offender.  Such revocation of theoffender's licenses and privileges shall continue, and no new recreational hunting or fishing licensesshall be issued during the period of time as any assessed amounts remain unpaid.B.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any person who has timely filed a suspensiveappeal of the final judgment and during the pendency of the appeal.C.  Any person who purchases or obtains a recreational hunting or fishing license of any typeor who engages in an activity which would otherwise require the purchase of a recreational huntingor fishing license during the period of revocation of his licenses and privileges pursuant to this Partshall be guilty of a class three violation, R.S. 56:33.Acts 1990, No. 899, §1; Acts 1991, No. 885, §1; Acts 1992, No. 853, §1; Acts 1993, No. 80, §1; Acts 2001,No. 804, §2; Acts 2001, No. 805, §1; Acts 2004, No. 174, §1; Acts 2004, No. 253, §2, eff. July 1, 2006.§32.  Class two violation The following penalties shall be imposed for a class two violation: (1)  For the first offense, the fine shall be not less than one hundred dollars nor more than threehundred fifty dollars, or imprisonment for not more than sixty days, or both; (2)  For the second offense, the fine shall be not less than three hundred dollars, nor more thanfive hundred fifty dollars, and imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor more than sixty days;
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(3)  For the third offense and all subsequent offenses, the fine shall be not less than five hundreddollars nor more than seven hundred fifty dollars, and imprisonment for not less than sixty days normore than ninety days, and forfeiture to the commission of anything seized in connection with theviolation. Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1988, No. 240, §1.  §33.  Class three violationThe following penalties shall be imposed for a class three violation:(1)  For the first offense, the fine shall be not less than two hundred fifty dollars nor more thanfive hundred dollars, or imprisonment for not more than ninety days, or both;(2)  For the second offense, the fine shall be not less than five hundred dollars, nor more thaneight hundred dollars, and imprisonment for not less than sixty days nor more than ninety days, andforfeiture to the commission of anything seized in connection with the violation;(3)  For the third offense and all subsequent offenses, the fine shall be not less than sevenhundred fifty dollars, nor more than one thousand dollars, and imprisonment for not less than ninetydays nor more than one hundred twenty days, and forfeiture to the commission of anything seizedin connection with the violation.(4)  In addition to any other penalty, for a second or subsequent violation of the same provisionof law the penalty imposed may include revocation of the permit or license under which the violationoccurred for the period for which it was issued and barring the issuance of another permit or licensefor that same period.(5)  Violation of a class three offense shall not preclude aid for training or sale of gear nor theobtaining of a rod or reel license or other net license for a subsequent period.  The provisions of thisParagraph shall be applied retroactively.Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1988, No. 240, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1413, §1, eff. July 15, 1997.§34.  Class four violationA.  The following penalties shall be imposed for a class four violation:(1)  For the first offense, the fine shall be not less than four hundred dollars nor more than ninehundred fifty dollars or imprisonment for not more than one hundred twenty days, or both.(2)  For the second offense, the fine shall be not less than seven hundred fifty dollars nor morethan nine hundred ninety-nine dollars and imprisonment for not less than ninety days nor more thanone hundred eighty days.(3)  For the third offense and all subsequent offenses, the fine shall be not less than one thousanddollars, nor more than five thousand dollars, and imprisonment for not less than one hundred eightydays nor more than two years.B.  The above penalties in all cases shall include forfeiture to the commission of anything seizedin connection with the violation.Acts 1983, No. 72, §1; Acts 1986, No. 503, §1; Acts 1988, No. 240, §1; Acts 1999, No. 154, §1; Acts 2005,No. 102, §1.§35.  Class five violation The following penalties shall be imposed for a class five violation, for the purpose of themandatory jail sentence this class shall be divided into two Sections, 5-A and 5-B.  A.  The fine for class 5-A violation shall be for the first offense not less than five hundred dollarsnor more than seven hundred fifty dollars and shall be sentenced to serve not less than fifteen normore than thirty days in jail; not less than seven hundred fifty dollars nor more than one thousanddollars and not less than sixty nor more than ninety days in jail for the second offense.  For the thirdand all subsequent offenses, the fine shall be not less than seven hundred fifty dollars nor more than



R.S. 56:38

Wildlife and Fisheries House of Representatives Database – 33October, 2010

one thousand dollars and shall serve not less than ninety nor more than one hundred twenty days injail.  B.  A class 5-B violation shall for the first offense be a fine of not less than three hundred andfifty dollars and not more than five hundred dollars and shall be imprisonment in jail for thirty days.For the second offense the violator shall be fined not less than five hundred dollars and not morethan one thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned in jail for sixty days.  For the third and allsubsequent offenses, the violator shall be fined not less than one thousand dollars and not more thantwo thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned in jail for ninety days.  In addition to the above fines and jail sentences and for both classes 5-A and 5-B of class fiveviolations, the license under which the violation occurred shall be revoked and shall not be reinstatedat any time during the period for which it was issued and for one year thereafter.  The above penalties in all cases shall include forfeiture to the department of anything seized inconnection with the violation.Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  §36.  Class six violationThe following penalties shall be imposed for a class six violation.  For each offense, the fineshall be not less than nine hundred dollars nor more than nine hundred fifty dollars, or imprisonmentfor not more than one hundred twenty days, or both, and shall include the forfeiture to thecommission of anything seized in connection with the violation.Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1991, No. 525, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1034, §1; Acts 1999, No. 184, §1.§37.  Class seven violation A.  Class seven shall be divided into 7-A and 7-B violations.  (1)  The following penalties shall be imposed for a class 7-A violation: For each offense, the fineshall be not less than five thousand dollars nor more than seven thousand five hundred dollars orimprisonment for one year, or both.(2)  The following penalties shall be imposed for a class 7-B violation: For each offense, the fineshall be not less than five thousand dollars nor more than seven thousand five hundred dollars andimprisonment for one year.  B.  The penalties provided for in this Section shall include the forfeiture to the commission ofanything seized in connection with the violation.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1991, No. 525, §1.§37.1.  Class eight violation The following penalties shall be imposed for a class eight violation: For each offense, the fine shall not be less than five thousand dollars nor more than seventhousand dollars and the violator may be imprisoned in jail for not less than sixty days nor more thansix months. Acts 1991, No. 868, §1.§38.  Revocation of licenseA.  In addition to all other penalties provided hereunder, whoever violates any provision of thisChapter in accordance with classes 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7 upon conviction, may as otherwise providedin this Chapter have the license under which the violation occurred revoked for the period for whichit was issued.B.  If the revocation set out in Subsection A of this Section is for a class 3 or lesser violation,it shall not preclude the obtaining of aid for training or sale of gear nor the obtaining of a rod or reel
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license or other net license for a subsequent period.  The provisions of this Subsection shall beapplied retroactively.Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1413, §1, eff. July 15, 1997.§39.  Forfeiture of quadrupeds, birds, and fish; Fish and Wildlife Violations Reward Fund,creation and use of fund moniesA.  In addition to all other penalties provided in this Chapter, violators subject to the provisionsof R.S. 56:31 through R.S. 56:37.1 shall upon conviction forfeit any quadrupeds, birds, fish, or otheranimals seized in connection with said violation.B.(1)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the first two dollars of anypenalty or fine imposed for a violation of any provision of this Title shall be paid, monthly, into thestate treasury for deposit into the Fish and Wildlife Violations Reward Fund, hereinafter referred toas the "fund", which is hereby created, as a special fund, in the state treasury.(2)  Out of the funds remaining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficientamount is allocated from that fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of thestate that become due and payable within a fiscal year, the treasurer in each fiscal year shall pay intothe fund an amount equal to the total amount of monies received from the first two dollars of anypenalty or fine as provided in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.C.  All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall remainin the fund and be available for appropriation in the next fiscal year in the same manner as allocatedherein.  Monies in the fund shall be invested as provided by law.  Interest earned on the investmentof monies in the fund shall be credited to the state general fund.D.  Subject to appropriation by the legislature, monies in the fund shall be used solely by theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries to pay rewards to individuals who provide information to thedepartment on criminal activity, to operate a hotline to be used to receive such information, and suchother purposes directly related to obtaining information on criminal activities involving the fish andwildlife of the state.E.(1)  No person shall be required to disclose, by way of testimony or otherwise, a privilegedcommunication between a person who submits a report of alleged criminal activity to the departmentand the person who accepts the report on behalf of the department nor shall any person be requiredto produce any records, documentary evidence, opinions, or decisions related to such privilegedcommunication in connection with any criminal case or proceedings or by way of any discoveryprocedure.(2)  Any person arrested or charged with a criminal offense may petition the court for an incamera inspection of the records of a privileged communication concerning such person made to thedepartment.  The petition shall allege facts showing that such records would provide evidencefavorable to the defendant and relevant to the issue of guilt or punishment.  If the court determinesthat the person is entitled to all or any part of such records, it may order production and disclosureas it deems appropriate.(3)  As used in this Section, "privileged communication" means a statement by any person, inany manner whatsoever, to the department for the purpose of reporting alleged criminal activity.Privileged communication shall include a statement by a person, in any manner whatsoever, to anonprofit entity administering and implementing the department's fish and wildlife reward programpursuant to a cooperative endeavor agreement with the department.
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F.  The department may execute a cooperative endeavor agreement with an appropriate nonprofitentity to administer and implement its fish and wildlife rewards program.  All public monies utilizedpursuant to such cooperative endeavor agreement shall be subject to audit and oversight by thelegislative auditor.Acts 1989, No. 235, §1, eff. June 26, 1989; Acts 2004, No. 174, §1; Acts 2006, No. 715, §1.
SUBPART A-1.  CIVIL PENALTIES FOR RESTITUTION OFVALUE OF WILDLIFE AND AQUATIC LIFE§40.1.  Liability for value of fish, wild birds, wild quadrupeds, and other wildlife and aquaticlife A person who kills, catches, takes, possesses, or injures any fish, wild birds, wild quadrupeds,and other wildlife and aquatic life in violation of this Title, or a regulation adopted pursuant to thisTitle, or a federal statute or regulation governing fish and wildlife, or who, through the violation ofany other state or federal law or regulation, kills or injures any fish, wild birds, wild quadrupeds, andother wildlife and aquatic life, is liable to the state for the value of each fish, wild bird, wildquadruped, and other wildlife and aquatic life, unlawfully killed, caught, taken, possessed, orinjured.  Acts 1988, No. 169, §2.  §40.2.  Value of fish, wild birds, wild quadrupeds, and other wildlife and aquatic life For purposes of this Subpart, the commission shall adopt rules to establish guidelines fordetermining the value of injured or destroyed fish, wild birds, wild quadrupeds, and other wildlifeand aquatic life and shall determine values for same based upon recommendations of departmentstaff and other relevant factors.  Acts 1988, No. 169, §2.  §40.3.  Civil penalties; assessment; administrative hearingA.  Whenever the department determines that a violation of R.S. 56:40.1 has occurred, resultingin liability of a person for the value of injured or destroyed wildlife or aquatic life, it shall demandrestitution from him for the value of such wildlife or aquatic life, the value of which has beendetermined in accordance with R.S. 56:40.2.  The offender shall be given written notice of thealleged violation and of the value of such injured or destroyed wildlife or aquatic life.B.  In lieu of filing a civil suit to recover the penalties provided for in this Subpart, thedepartment may elect to enforce the provisions of this Subpart by adjudicatory hearing, held inaccordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act.  The department shall hold theadjudicatory hearing in the regional office for the parish where the defendant is domiciled or wherethe violation occurred.  The defendant may waive the adjudicatory hearing upon payment of theamount demanded by the department.C.  In any case where the department elects to proceed by adjudicatory hearing, the defendantshall be notified in writing of the time and place of the adjudicatory hearing.  Written notice of thetime and place of the hearing may be given on any citation or summons issued in connection withthe violation or made by certified letter mailed to the defendant at his last known address or at theaddress that appears on any hunting or fishing license issued to him by the department.  Thesummons or written notice shall notify the defendant and shall constitute notice that the failure toappear at the specified time and location shall result in the assessment of civil penalties and resultin the loss of all hunting and fishing privileges while assessed amounts remain unpaid.  Notice given
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by certified mail in accordance with this Subsection shall be deemed effective fifteen days after thenotice is mailed.D.  Either party may appeal from a ruling of the administrative hearing officer to the districtcourt in the judicial district where the offense occurred.E.  The secretary may institute civil proceedings to enforce a final ruling in the NineteenthJudicial District Court.F.  The person against whom the civil penalties are assessed shall also be liable for attorney feesand all costs of the adjudicatory hearing.Acts 1988, No. 169, §2; Acts 1992, No. 852, §1; Acts 2001, No. 804, §2.§40.4.  Civil suit for recovery of value The attorney for the department, attorney general, or the district attorney of the parish in whichthe violation occurred may bring a civil suit under this Subpart in the name of the state to recovercivil penalties for the value of each fish, wild bird, wild quadruped, and other wildlife and aquaticlife unlawfully killed, caught, taken, possessed, or injured.  Acts 1988, No. 169, §2.  §40.5.  Venue and procedure A.  A suit for recovery of civil penalties brought under this Subpart may be brought either in theparish of the defendant's domicile or in the parish in which the violation occurred.  B.  Either party may appeal from a final judgment of the court as in other civil cases.Acts 1988, No. 169, §2.  §40.6.  More than one defendant If more than one defendant is named in a suit or an adjudicatory proceeding brought under thisSubpart, each defendant against whom judgment is rendered is jointly and severally liable for therecovery provided by this Subpart.  Acts 1988, No. 169, §2.  §40.7.  Recovery of value in addition to fineA.  The penalties and costs provided by this Subpart are in addition to any fine, forfeiture, otherpenalty, or costs imposed under any other provision of law.B.  Failure to pay all amounts assessed in accordance with this Subpart shall result in theimmediate revocation of all hunting and fishing licenses held by the offender or, in the case of acommercial violation, the immediate revocation of all commercial licenses held by the offender.Revocation of the offender's licenses and privileges as authorized in this Title shall continue, andno new licenses shall be issued to replace those that were revoked for as long as any amount remainsunpaid.C.  If the offender purchases or obtains a license of the type that was revoked or engages in anyactivity which would otherwise require him to obtain a license of the type that was revoked duringthe period of revocation provided for in Subsection B of this Section, it shall be a class threeviolation.D.  The provisions of Subsections B and C of this Section shall not apply to any person who hastimely filed an appeal of a final ruling or judgment during the pendency of the appeal.Acts 1988, No. 169, §2; Acts 1992, No. 852, §1; Acts 2001, No. 804, §2.
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§40.8.  Both civil suit and criminal prosecution permissible; exceptionsThe pendency or determination of a suit brought under this Subpart or the pendency ordetermination of a criminal prosecution for the same killing, catching, taking, possession, or injurydoes not bar the other action; provided that civil restitution paid pursuant to the provisions of Article895.2 of the Code of Criminal Procedure or acquittal of a criminal prosecution for the same killing,taking, possession, or injury shall act as a bar to an assessment of civil penalties or a civil action torecover penalties under this Subpart.Acts 1988, No. 169, §2; Acts 1995, No. 137, §1.§40.9.  Disposition of recoveryA.  Any recovery of civil penalties for injury to fish, wild birds, wild quadrupeds, and otherwildlife and aquatic life shall be immediately deposited to the Conservation Fund of the Departmentof Wildlife and Fisheries and credited to the enforcement emergency situation response accountwithin the fund.  If the balance in the enforcement emergency situation response account at the endof any fiscal year is one hundred thousand dollars or more, then no monies derived from civilpenalties for injury to fish, wild birds, wild quadrupeds or other wildlife and aquatic life shall bedeposited into the account until such time as the balance in the account at the end of a fiscal year isless than one hundred thousand dollars.B.  In any civil action brought by the district attorney pursuant to R.S. 56:40.4, the office of thedistrict attorney shall receive forty percent of the amount collected.Acts 1988, No. 169, §2; Acts 2003, No. 784, §1.SUBPART B.  ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES§45.  Jurisdiction of trial of violations The district courts of this state shall have original jurisdiction of the trial of persons charged withviolations of this Chapter.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  §46.  Venue when river divides parishes If any offense under this Chapter is alleged to have been committed in a river dividing twoparishes and the exact place of commission of the offense cannot be established, any court in eitherparish has territorial jurisdiction.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  §47.  Venue when offense committed in lake, bay, or other body of water If any offense under this Chapter is alleged to have been committed in any lake, bay, inlet, orother body of water bounded by more than one parish within the waters of this state, any court in anyparish bordering on such waters has territorial jurisdiction.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  §48.  Venue when offense committed in the Gulf of MexicoIf any offense under this Chapter is alleged to have been committed in the Gulf of Mexico withinthe waters of the state, any district court in any parish bordering on the gulf shall have territorialjurisdiction.  In addition, if any offense is alleged to have been committed in the Gulf of Mexicooutside the state's territorial waters where the state holds jurisdictional authority over the fishing
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vessel under the provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, 16 USC 1856, any district court in anyparish bordering on the gulf shall have territorial jurisdiction.Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1999, No. 547, §1.§49.  Venue when exact place of vessel cannot be determined Where the offense alleged relates to the operation of a vessel and the exact place of commissionof the offense cannot be established, in addition to the venue provided in Sections 57 and 58, anycourt at the home port of the vessel has territorial jurisdiction.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  §50.  Venue; exception when exact place cannot be determined A.  Where it is alleged that the exact place of commission of the offense cannot be established,no exception to the venue shall be sustained unless the place of commission of the offense isdisclosed and such place would make the court in which the charge was brought an improper venue.B.  If the operator or owner professes ignorance of the jurisdiction, there shall be no change ofvenue from the place where the proceeding was begun.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  §51.  Limits of state sovereignty For the purpose of this Chapter, the jurisdiction of the courts of any parish extends to the limitsof the state's sovereignty over tidal waters and the bottoms thereof.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  §52.  Issuance of search warrants Judges of the city courts, district courts, and federal courts, and United States magistrates shall,within their respective jurisdictions, upon proper oath or affirmation, and upon probable causeshown, issue search warrants in aid of the enforcement of the laws or regulations under thejurisdiction of the commission and the department.  Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985.  §53.  Commissioned wildlife enforcement agents of the enforcement division may carryweaponsCommissioned wildlife enforcement agents of the enforcement division of the department maycarry weapons concealed or exposed while in the performance of their duties.Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985; Acts 1999, No. 13, §1.§54.  License requirements; enforcement by wildlife agents; arrest without warrantA.  Wildlife enforcement agents of the enforcement division shall see that every person dealingin any way in any of the wildlife, fish, and game of the state in the territory assigned to him forwhich a license must be obtained, has in his possession, and is the owner of, an official license, andis in compliance with the laws, rules, and regulations under the jurisdiction of the department.B.  The secretary, deputy secretary, commissioned wildlife enforcement agents, any of thevarious sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, constables, deputy constables, marshals, and other police officersof this state may, without a warrant, arrest any person violating any of the laws or regulations underthe jurisdiction of the department, or any other law of this state, and may immediately take suchperson in custody for examination or trial before any officer or court of competent jurisdiction of
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this state or of the United States, and may serve and execute any warrant or other process issued byany officer or court of competent jurisdiction of this state for the enforcement of such laws andregulations.Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985; Acts 1999, No. 13, §1.§54.1.  Prima facie evidence of violation of law In all cases of arrest for violation of the game and fish laws, the possession of game, fish, nets,seines, or lines, tackle, or the possession or operation of any other device prohibited, is prima facieevidence of the violation.  Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985.  §55.  Search with or without warrantA.  The secretary, the deputy secretary, or any commissioned wildlife enforcement agent of theenforcement division may visit, inspect, and examine, with or without search warrant, records, anycold storage plant, warehouse, boat, store, car, conveyance, automobile or other vehicle, airplane orother aircraft, basket or other receptacle, or any place of deposit for wild birds, wild quadrupeds,fish, or other aquatic life or any parts thereof whenever there is probable cause to believe that aviolation has occurred.B.  Commissioned wildlife enforcement agents of the enforcement division are authorized tovisit or inspect at frequent intervals without the need of search warrants, records, cold storage plants,bait stands, warehouses, public restaurants, public and private markets, stores, and places where wildbirds, game quadrupeds, fish, or other aquatic life or any parts thereof may be kept and offered forsale, for the purpose of ascertaining whether any laws or regulations under the jurisdiction of thedepartment have been violated.  They also shall inspect establishments for commercial licensesrequired by the department to retail and/or wholesale commercial fish and bait fish where applicableunder the provisions of this Chapter.  The department may institute proceedings in any court ofcompetent jurisdiction for violation of laws or regulations under its jurisdiction.Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985; Acts 1999, No. 13, §1.§55.1.  Toledo Bend Reservoir; assignment of officers The department is authorized to enter into an agreement with the Sabine River Authority, for thepermanent assignment of four commissioned wildlife officers and agents to the Toledo BendReservoir.  Such officers and agents shall be authorized to enforce any laws under the jurisdictionof the department, including those conferred on duly commissioned wildlife officers and agents ofthe department, pursuant to this Subpart or pursuant to other law.  The Sabine River Authority shallbear all costs of the salaries and related benefits, equipment, and land and water transportationexpenses of such officers and agents for a period of two years, commencing September 1, 1992;thereafter, the department shall be responsible for all such costs and expenses of the four officersassigned to the Toledo Bend Reservoir.  The officers assigned to the Toledo Bend Reservoir shallremain under the supervision and control of the department.Acts 1992, No. 1088, §2.  §55.2.  Additional authority of commissioned wildlife enforcement agentsA.  To facilitate the effective protection of private and public rights and property and lifethroughout the state's waterways, sea, and land, duly commissioned wildlife enforcement agents ofthe enforcement division of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries who have graduated from theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries enforcement training academy, the Louisiana State Universitylaw enforcement training program, the Louisiana State Police Training Academy, or the Universityof Louisiana at Monroe law enforcement training program shall, in addition to the authority
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otherwise conferred by law upon such officers, be vested with the same authority and powersconferred by law upon other law enforcement officers of this state, provided that a qualification andrequalification for firearms used be established within the department on at least an annual basis toinsure the proficiency for firearms use by all officers vested with the authority and powers conferredherein.B.  The enforcement division of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to seek,accept, and expend state or federal funds, or both, available for purposes of enforcement.Acts 1989, No. 236, §1, eff. June 26, 1989; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 148, §8; Acts 1999, No. 13, §1;Acts 2001, No. 185, §1.§55.3.  Boats maintained for enforcement; vehicle equipment A.  The department shall keep and maintain suitable boats for the purpose of enforcing theprovisions of this Title.  B.  Each state owned vehicle, operated by a classified wildlife enforcement agent or officer ofthe enforcement division who has enforcement authority as defined by R.S. 56:55.2, while actingin his official capacity or performing his duties, may be equipped with such devices as are providedfor authorized emergency vehicles in R.S. 32:318(A), (C), (D), (E), and (F).  However, the secretarymay, at his discretion, exempt special vehicles from the provisions of this Section.  Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985.  §56.  Seizure or surrender of things illegally used or possessedA.  Any enforcing officer may seize:(1)  Any animal or parts thereof, possessed, transported, sold, offered for sale, or purchasedcontrary to the provisions of this Title.(2)  Deer, bears, or wild turkey or parts thereof in the possession of any person which is nottagged or identified as required by this Title.(3)  Fish and other aquatic life, taken, possessed, transported, sold, offered for sale, or purchasedcontrary to the provisions of this Title.(4)  Traps, nets, cages, snares, explosives, guns and other devices placed, set, or otherwise usedor possessed for the purpose of taking wild birds or quadrupeds contrary to the provisions of thisTitle.(5)  Tackle, seines and other nets, trawls, tongs, dredges, and other equipment and devices usedin taking of fish, shrimp, oysters, or other aquatic life contrary to the provisions of this Title.(6)  Oysters, shrimp, and hides and pelts of fur bearing animals and nongame quadrupeds whichare subject to a tax imposed by this Title and on which the tax has not been paid or which are takencontrary to the provisions of this Title.(7)  Tackle, dredges, and scrapers which are possessed or operated in an illegal manner or whichare required by the provisions of this Title to be licensed or tagged and which are not so licensed ortagged or which are improperly tagged or which are taken contrary to the provisions of this Title.(8)  Tackle of any type or description, including without limitation such gear listed in R.S.56:302, 302.5, or 305, which is used by a fisherman to take shrimp, oysters, fish, or other seafoodfor sale without possessing a commercial fisherman's license.B.  Any live animal which is illegal to possess or which may be possessed only by permit orlicense from the department may be voluntarily surrendered to the department without penalty.  Theperson surrendering the animal shall be immune from prosecution for illegally possessing orpossessing without a permit or license provided the surrendering of the animal is initiated prior to
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any independent investigation or contact by any public employee operating in their official capacity.The department may dispose of a surrendered animal in any manner the department deemsappropriate.Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985; Acts 1991, No. 888, §1, eff. July 23,1991; Acts 2010, No. 157, §1.§57.  Seizure of vessels, airplanes, vehicles, and equipment Any enforcing officer shall seize vessels, airplanes, vehicles, and all other means of transportand the equipment used or employed in the commission of offenses prohibited by this Chapter andtaken into possession by the department.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  §57.1.  Forfeitures for fraud Where the proof shows that a license as a resident has been obtained by fraud or subterfuge, thevessels and equipment used under that license shall be forfeited by proceedings maintained asprovided for the forfeiture of vessels in this Subpart.  Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985.  §57.2.  Turtle excluder devices; findings; enforcement of federal requirements; rules andregulations NOTE:  As enacted by Acts 1987, No. 283, §1, eff. July 5, 1987.A.(1)  The National Marine Fisheries Service proposes regulations to require that all shrimptrawls over thirty feet in length, both recreational and commercial, be equipped with turtle excluderdevices, hereinafter referred to as TEDs', and has recommended that such regulations be phased instarting July 15, 1987.  The legislature recognizes that the imposition of TEDs on Louisianashrimpers is unjustified, inequitable, and unworkable for the following reasons: (a)  There is little information to conclude that shrimping is a significant causal factor in seaturtle mortality, especially in Louisiana inshore waters.  (b)  Factors other than shrimping are contributing to the decrease in sea turtle populations. (c)  Data is available that the nesting population of sea turtles is increasing.  (d)  TEDs have not been tested in Louisiana inshore waters to determine their effectiveness inexcluding turtles or their efficiency in harvesting shrimp.  (e)  The effect of TEDs on the shrimping industry and on the economy of the state as a wholewill be severe.  (2)  It is, therefore, the purpose of this Section to prevent the unjustified, inequitable, andunworkable imposition of TEDs on Louisiana shrimpers by prohibiting the enforcement of federalregulations relative thereto until the requirements set forth in Subsection B of this Section have beensatisfied.  B.  The department shall not enforce any federal law or regulation which requires anycommercial or recreational fishermen to use TEDs in Louisiana waters until the following conditionshave been satisfied: (1)  More accurate and factual information has been developed to show that shrimpers inLouisiana waters contribute significantly to the mortality of sea turtles.  (2)  It has been demonstrated that the use of TEDs will appreciably prevent turtle capture in thespecial conditions which predominate in Louisiana's inshore waters.  
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(3)  TEDs have been thoroughly and scientifically tested in Louisiana waters under normalshrimping conditions.  (4)  TEDs will work efficiently with no loss of shrimp.  (5)  TEDs will not endanger the life and safety of shrimpers.  (6)  The federal government engages in good faith efforts to develop alternative methods tofoster sea turtle populations.  C.  At such time that the department obtains adequate data and information to meet all conditionsset forth in Subsection B of this Section, the department shall present such data and information tothe legislature and, subject to approval thereby, shall promulgate rules and regulations to enforcefederal requirements for TEDs.  D.  If any federal law is enacted to mandate the use of TEDs the legislature directs the attorneygeneral to file a class action suit on behalf of the people of this state to enjoin the implementationof said law.§57.2.  Enforcement of certain federal device requirements prohibited until specific conditionssatisfied; rules and regulations NOTE:  As enacted by Acts 1987, No. 891, §1, eff. July 20, 1987.A.  The department shall not enforce any federal law which requires the use of turtle exclusiondevices by commercial fishermen in Louisiana waters until such devices have been thoroughly andscientifically tested; have been proven to work efficiently with an acceptable amount of loss ofcommercial catch; have been shown not to cause damage to the state's waterbottoms or other fisherystructures or resources; and it has been demonstrated that the use of such devices will appreciablycontribute to the attainment of a specific goal.  B.  At such time that the department obtains sufficient information to meet the conditions inSubsection A for requiring commercial fishermen in Louisiana waters to use turtle exclusion devices,the department shall promulgate rules and regulations to require such devices.  Any rules andregulations promulgated pursuant to this Section shall be subject to the Administrative ProcedureAct, R.S. 49:950 et seq.  Acts 1987, No. 283, §1, eff. July 5, 1987; Acts 1987, No. 891, §1, eff. July 20, 1987.  §57.3.  Licenses; fraudulent acquisition; penalty A.  The issuance of a license is conditional upon the accuracy of all information submitted bythe applicant on the application or license carrier.  If the department finds any material misstatementof fact regarding the residency of the person to whom the license was issued, the license shall bevoided and immediately surrendered to an agent of the department.  B.  Any person, business, or corporation issuing or seeking to obtain a license shall comply withthe licensing provisions of Subsection A hereof.C.  Any violation of this Section shall constitute a class three violation.  Acts 1993, No. 240, §1.  §57.4.  Fish excluder device requirements; enforcement of federal laws, rules or regulationsprohibited; adoption of rules and regulations prohibitedThe department is hereby prohibited from enforcing any federal laws, rules, or regulations, orpromulgating and adopting any rules and regulations, which require the use of fish excluder devicesby commercial fishermen until and unless specifically authorized, empowered, and directed to doso by the legislature.Acts 1997, No. 202, §1.
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§58.  Disposition of seizures other than vessels, airplanes, and other vehiclesA.  Where things seized under the provisions of R.S. 56:56 are not confiscated by the departmentand are not perishable, they shall be held by the secretary for use as evidence in connection with anyprosecution for violations of this Chapter.  If the penalty for the offense charged in connection withthe seizure includes forfeiture of the things seized, upon conviction of the offender, the things areforfeited to the department and shall be disposed of as provided in R.S. 56:61.  If the penalty for theoffense charged in connection with the seizure does not include forfeiture of the things or if thereis no conviction, the things, upon conclusion of the trial, shall be returned to the person from whomseized. B.  Where the seizure is of perishables, other than oysters, menhaden and other herring-likefishes, and, because of the lack of readily available facilities for preservation, the expense ofpreservation as related to the value of the thing, the condition of the thing at time of seizure, or othercircumstances not within the control of the secretary, it is impracticable to hold the thing for use asevidence, the secretary shall dispose of the thing, according to rules and regulations adopted by thecommission and in all cases, however, using his best efforts to preserve a sample of the thing for useas evidence.  Disposition, in the discretion of the commission, may include public or private sale,gifts to schools or charitable institutions, destruction, or return of the thing to its natural habitat.  Ifthe penalty for the offense charged in connection with the seizure does not include forfeiture or ifthere is no conviction, proceeds from any sale under this Subsection, less expenses of the sale, shallbe returned to the person from whom the thing was seized.  C.  Where oysters have been seized, the commission may require return, at the expense of theperson from whom seized, to the area from which the oysters have been removed, or, at the optionof the commission, the oysters may be sold at public or private sale, except in the case of pollutedoysters.  The proceeds of any sale shall be held by the commission until final determination of anyproceedings had with respect to the seizure.  D.  Where menhaden or other herring-like fishes have been seized, the commission may directthe captain of the resident vessel, at the expense of the person from whom seized, to proceed to theLouisiana processing plant to which the vessel is normally assigned for processing and determinationof the value of the catch to the vessel.  The owner or captain of the vessel shall immediately depositwith the commission an amount of cash or a certified check for the determined value of the catch tothe vessel.  Nonresident vessels shall not be released or directed to proceed to points outside of thestate until the owner of the vessel binds and obligates himself to meet the same provisions asimposed upon resident vessels and owners.  Menhaden and other herring-like fishes may also be soldat public or private sale at the option of the commission.  The proceeds shall be held by thecommission until final determination of any proceedings had with respect to the seizure.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  §59.  Disposition of seized vessels, airplanes, vehicles, and equipment therefor A.  Vessels, airplanes, vehicles, and other means of transport and the equipment therefor, allhereinafter called "the thing", seized under the provisions of R.S. 56:57, may be released fromseizure upon the owner or person in charge furnishing bond with security as fixed and approved bythe judge or court having jurisdiction.  If the penalty for the offense charged includes forfeiture,upon conviction of the offender, the court shall order the thing forfeited to the department and soldat public auction by the sheriff without necessity of appraisement but after advertisement asprescribed by law for the sale of movable property seized under a writ of fieri facias.  The court, asan alternative to forfeiture and sale, and on petition of the secretary, may order suspension ofoperation of the thing for not less than thirty days nor more than ninety days.  During any suspensionof operation of the thing, it shall be kept in the custody of the department at the cost and risk of the
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thing, its owner or operator, and not released until all charges are paid.  The owner or operator mayprovide a keeper at his own expense, the thing however, to continue in the custody of thecommission.  B.  Where forfeiture or suspension is decreed or where the owner or lessee of the thing provesthe offense was committed without his knowledge or consent, the captain, pilot, or other person incharge or command of the thing at the time of commission of the offense, by order of the court shallbe enjoined from engaging in use or operation of the thing in violation of any provision of this Title.Further, the captain, pilot, or other person in charge or command of the thing at the time ofcommission of the offense, by order of the court, shall be suspended from engaging in the taking orin activity in which he was engaged at the time of his arrest for a period of not less than sixty daysnor more than six months.  In addition the captain, pilot, or person in charge or command shall beguilty of a class three violation. C.  Proceedings under this Section may be in rem against the thing and when so instituted shallbe conducted in accordance with R.S. 34:801 through R.S. 34:817 when not inconsistent with thisChapter.  Notice of an in rem proceeding shall be given by the department as provided in R.S. 34:806and persons interested may file answers as provided in R.S. 34:808.  If no answer is filed, defaultmay be taken as provided in R.S. 34:809.  The plaintiff may, at its option, join a suit in personamagainst the vessel owner or operator.  D.  Upon seizure of the thing as provided in R.S. 56:57 and either before or after proceedingsconforming therewith have been filed in the district court, the secretary, as party plaintiff, may enterinto a compromise with parties defendant and file a pleading setting forth the seizure and the causethereof.  The agreement and the case shall be docketed with the approval of the court and shall bethe basis of a final civil judgment entitled to full authority, faith, and credit binding on all partieswith the force and effect of a thing adjudged.  No compromise shall be effected where the actualsuspension of the thing shall be ordered and decreed for less than ten days.  If it be shown that theowner or lessee is without guilty knowledge, the guilty parties shall be guilty of a class threeviolation.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985.  §60.  Confiscation of things seized The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall adopt rules and regulations concerning dispositionof all things seized and forfeited in the provisions of this Chapter.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.§61.  Disposition of things, other than vessels, airplanes, vehicles and equipment, confiscatedor forfeited to the department Things, other than vessels, airplanes, vehicles, and equipment, confiscated by the departmentor forfeited to the commission shall be disposed of under regulations to be established by thecommission.  The preferred disposition shall be by public sale, however, disposition may includegifts to schools or charitable institutions or destruction.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1.  §62.  Time limit for retention of things seizedThings which have been seized by the department may in any case be disposed of by thedepartment by the methods authorized in R.S. 56:61 after having been held by the department fortwo years.Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1997, No. 263, §1, eff. June 17, 1997.
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§63.  Proceeds of sales of things seized; commingling with conservation fund Where things seized by the department are sold, upon proper record of the sale being made andpreserved, the proceeds of the sale shall be deposited in the conservation fund to be used solely foruniform cleaning and the acquisition of equipment for enforcement agents.  Any return of theproceeds thereafter required may be made from the conservation fund.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1991, No. 913, §1.  §64.  Proceeds of sales of things seized; no liability after two yearsThe department shall have no liability whatever for the return of the proceeds from the sale ofthings seized after the lapse of two years and may then destroy all records pertaining to the sale.Acts 1981, No. 837, §1; Acts 1997, No. 263, §1, eff. June 17, 1997.§65.  No liability for acts performed in good faith A.  Neither the department nor any enforcing officer, agent, or other employee of the departmentshall incur any liability whatsoever for any search, arrest, seizure, or other act done by him in thegood faith performance of his duties under this Chapter.  The attorney general may defend anyemployee of the department in any civil action in which the employee is a defendant as a result ofacts performed in the course of his duties as an employee when the attorney general determines thatthe defense by the attorney general is required to protect the interests of the state.  B.  If the attorney general does not defend an employee as provided in Subsection A of thisSection, the attorney for the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries may so defend such employee.The department's attorney may also defend such employee in any criminal action in which theemployee is a defendant as a result of acts performed in the course of his duties as an employee whenthe department determines that such defense is required to protect the interests of the state.  Acts 1983, No. 430, §1.  §66.  No criminal liability for covert operations officers No enforcing officer within the covert operations section of the enforcement division shall beheld criminally liable for any violation of Chapter 1 of this Title when said violation is committedin the course and scope of the enforcing officer's employment with the department, and is necessaryfor the effective performance of his duties.  Enforcing officers must report any such violation to thesecretary or his designee within twenty-four hours of its commission, where possible to do so, inorder to receive the criminal immunity provided under this Section.  Acts 1985, No. 648, §1, eff. July 16, 1985.  §67.  Enforcement of civil judgment Judgments recovered on civil demands may be enforced according to law.  No license for anypurpose whatsoever shall be issued to the defendant by the commission or by any commission oroffice required to enforce the laws protecting natural resources, until such judgment is satisfied.  Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985.  §68.  Aviation unit; powers and duties A.  There is hereby created an aviation unit in the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  Theunit created herein shall have authority of ownership, control, maintenance, and operation of allstate-owned aircraft, including helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft, used by the Department ofWildlife and Fisheries.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized toappoint as many employees to the unit as may be permitted by legislative appropriation.  



R.S. 56:69

46 – House of Representatives Database Wildlife and FisheriesOctober, 2010

B.  The law enforcement employees of the unit shall have the same duties and powers as areprovided for other regularly commissioned officers of the enforcement division of the departmentas provided in R.S. 56:31 through R.S. 56:65 and such other duties and rank as are assigned by thesecretary.  Acts 1985, No. 507, §2.  §68.1.  Federal enforcement officers; Avoyelles Parish; Cameron Parish; Calcasieu Parish The secretary may enter into an agreement with the United States Department of the Interior andthe National Marine Fisheries Service of the United States Department of Commerce to allow saidsecretary to issue special commissions to federal fish and wildlife agents.  The commissions shallallow federal fish and wildlife agents to enforce Louisiana wildlife and fisheries laws, rules, andregulations only in Avoyelles Parish, Calcasieu Lake, and the federal wildlife refuges in Cameronand Calcasieu Parishes.  The federal agents acting pursuant to such special commissions shall havethe same powers and duties as are provided for regularly commissioned officers of the enforcementdivision of the department.  These powers and duties shall include making arrests and conductingsearches and seizures.  Such federal agents shall also be granted the rights, powers, privileges, andimmunities provided by this Subpart and shall be governed by departmental policies in thefulfillment of such powers and duties.  Acts 1991, No. 719, §1, eff. July 18, 1991; Acts 1993, No. 162, §1.§68.2.  Federal enforcement; saltwater fisheries lawsCommissioned law enforcement officers of the United States Department of the Interior and theNational Marine Fisheries Service of the United States Department of Commerce shall have the samepowers and duties as are provided for regularly commissioned officers of the enforcement divisionof the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to enforce any and all saltwater fisheries lawsand regulations under the jurisdiction of the department, to make arrests, and to conduct searchesand seizures.  Such federal officers shall also be granted the rights, powers, privileges, andimmunities provided by this Subpart in the fulfillment of such powers and duties.Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2.§69.  Exemptions from traffic regulations A.  A Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement agent, while carrying out his official duties,may exercise the privileges set forth in this Section, but subject to the conditions set forth in thisSection.B.  With respect to an official department vehicle while being used in an ongoing effort toapprehend persons suspected of violating the laws of this state or federal laws relating to wildlifeor fish, an enforcement agent may: (1)  Park irrespective of the provisions of the Louisiana Highway Regulatory Act or other lawso long as he does not endanger life or property.  (2)  Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down or stopping asmay be necessary so that the agent does not endanger life or property.  (3)  Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he does not endanger life or property.  (4)  Disregard regulations governing the direction of movement or turning in specified directionsso long as he does not endanger life or property.  (5)  Operate his vehicle at night without any lights or with reduced lights so long as he does notendanger life or property.  C.  In all cases where life or property would otherwise be endangered audible and visual signalssufficient to warn motorists shall be used.  
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D.  Nothing contained herein shall relieve an enforcement agent of the duty to drive with dueregard for the safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the enforcement agent from theconsequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others.  Acts 1990, No. 363, §1.  
SUBPART B-1.  AUXILIARY ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM§69.1.  Purpose A.  Law enforcement is an important tool in effective wildlife and fisheries management.Louisiana's extensive natural resources and the large numbers of resource users cause enforcementto become especially critical.  However, costs associated with enforcement often prevent theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries from providing enforcement adequate to meet needs.  B.  The purpose of this Subpart, then, is to create and to provide a means whereby auxiliaryenforcement agents can supplement the efforts of wildlife agents of the Department of Wildlife andFisheries.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.2.  Definitions For purposes of this Subpart, the following terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them inthis Section, unless the context clearly indicates a different meaning: (1)  "Auxiliary agent" means an individual commissioned by the secretary who has the powersand duties of a wildlife agent, within limitations as provided by this Subpart, but who serves withoutcompensation.  Auxiliary shall include the following persons provided in this Subpart: wildlifevolunteer, junior auxiliary agent, senior auxiliary agent, and reserve agent.  (2)  "Commission" means the official authorization of the secretary empowering an individualto perform the duties of an auxiliary enforcement agent.  (3)  "POST" means peace officer standards and training, as that term is used in R.S. 40:2401 etseq. (4)  "Secretary" means the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  (5)  "Wildlife agent" means an agent of the enforcement division of the Department of Wildlifeand Fisheries.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.3.  Commissions and commissioning A.  The secretary may commission auxiliary agents under the provisions of this Subpart tosupplement the efforts of wildlife agents to the degree necessary to adequately protect the state'swildlife and fishery resources.  However, at no time shall there be more than fifty activecommissioned auxiliary agents. B.(1)  The secretary shall have the sole authority to commission auxiliary agents, and to revokethe commission of any auxiliary agent as provided in this Subpart.  (2)  No commission shall be issued for a period greater than one year but may be renewed asprovided by R.S. 56:69.7.  C.  The secretary shall develop plans and procedures for implementing, administering, andmanaging the auxiliary law enforcement program which shall include requirements that eachauxiliary agent: 
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(1)  Perform his duties under the supervision or direction of a wildlife agent within theenforcement division.  (2)  Be evaluated on an annual basis.  (3)  Perform his duties for a minimum of twenty-four hours per month.  (4)  Provide evidence of insurance coverage pursuant to R.S. 56:69.12(C).  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.4.  Requirements for commissioning No commission shall be issued to an individual who has not made written application to thesecretary, on forms developed by the secretary.  No person under the age of twenty-one shall becommissioned as an auxiliary agent.  Each applicant shall be required to complete the following: (1)  An extensive background investigation performed by the department which, at the very least,shall assure that no commission is issued to an individual who was ever convicted of a felony, amisdemeanor, or any wildlife or fishery violation.  (2)  A written examination designed to show competency in general knowledge matters and abasic understanding of wildlife and fisheries.  (3)  Any other requirements the secretary may adopt by rule and regulation.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.5.  Training A.  Each person accepted into the auxiliary program shall be commissioned as a wildlifevolunteer while attending and participating in the training program.  Failure to attend and participatein training shall be grounds to revoke a wildlife volunteer commission.  Requirements for trainingmay be waived if the auxiliary agent was previously certified by the POST Council, successfullycompletes a refresher course as described in R.S. 56:69.7(D), and passes the examination requiredby R.S. 56:69.6(A).  B.  No wildlife volunteer shall perform any enforcement duties until he has successfullycompleted the training program provided in Subsection C.  While in the training program, a wildlifevolunteer may perform assigned, nonenforcement tasks and may wear a uniform.  C.(1)  The secretary shall develop minimum training standards for the auxiliary enforcementprogram.  This program shall be composed of such standards and curriculum sufficient to berecognized as a valid peace officer's training program by the Louisiana Council on Peace OfficerStandards and Training (POST Council) and shall be designed to prepare auxiliary agents for fieldwork.  Standards for training shall include but not be limited to the following: (a)  Fish and wildlife laws, regulations, and rules.  (b)  Firearms qualification.  (c)  Arrest, search, and seizure.  (d)  Use of force.  (e)  Officer survival.  (f)  First aid.  (g)  Investigation and evidence.  (h)  Civil liability of peace officers.  (i)  Reports and court testimony.  
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(2)  Any program conducted by a POST-certified training academy or by the department underthe provisions of this Subpart shall satisfy the training requirements of the auxiliary enforcementtraining program.  (3)  No other training program shall be acceptable in satisfying the requirements of this Subpartunless approved by the secretary.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.6.  Probation A.  An auxiliary agent who has satisfied the minimum training standards required in R.S.56:69.5, shall be commissioned as a junior auxiliary agent and shall serve as such for a probationaryperiod of one year.  This probationary period shall provide the junior auxiliary agent with on-the-jobtraining under the supervision and direction of a wildlife agent.B.  During the one-year probationary period, a junior auxiliary agent shall have all the powersprescribed for an auxiliary agent in R.S. 56:69.10 except that he shall perform enforcement dutiesonly when in the company of and under the direct supervision of the wildlife agent to whom he hasbeen assigned.  C.  Upon completion of the probationary period, the wildlife agent to whom the junior auxiliaryagent has been assigned shall evaluate the auxiliary agent and recommend that the secretary renewor revoke the agent's commission.  Nothing herein shall prevent the wildlife agent who has beenassigned to supervise the junior auxiliary agent from recommending revocation of a commission atany time during the probationary period.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.7.  Renewal of commissions A.  The secretary may renew each commission of an auxiliary agent for one year provided theauxiliary agent satisfies the following requirements: (1)  Receive a favorable recommendation from his supervising wildlife agent.  (2)  Requalify on the POST firearms course.  (3)  Attend seminars, workshops, or other meetings on wildlife and fisheries enforcement matterswhich may be required by the enforcement division.  (4)  Complies with any other rule or regulation as may be required by the secretary.  B.  Any auxiliary agent receiving an unfavorable recommendation from his supervising wildlifeagent may request that the enforcement division appoint a hearing panel to review the case, pursuantto rules and regulations adopted by the secretary.  The findings of the hearing panel shall preemptany recommendation of the supervising agent.  C.  Commissions shall be renewed as follows depending upon the level of experience andtraining of an auxiliary agent: (1)  Wildlife volunteer.  A wildlife volunteer is a person enrolled in the auxiliary agent programbut who has not satisfactorily completed the auxiliary agent training program.  (2)  Junior auxiliary agent.  A junior auxiliary agent is a person who has successfully completedthe probationary period required in R.S. 56:69.6 but who has not reached the level of training andexperience required of a senior auxiliary agent.  Each junior auxiliary agent shall work with andunder the direct supervision of a wildlife agent.  (3)  Senior auxiliary agent.  A senior auxiliary agent is a person who has served as an auxiliaryagent for a minimum of four hundred eighty hours, including his probationary period, and who has
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demonstrated proficiency in individual operational specialties as may be designated by the secretary.A senior auxiliary agent may work alone, but only at the direction of a wildlife agent.  (4)  Reserve agent.  A reserve agent is a person who complies with the provisions of R.S.56:69.9. D.  Any individual who has not participated in the auxiliary agent program for two or more yearsmay apply for renewal of a commission provided he complies with the following requirements: (1)  Successful completion of a refresher training course approved by the department, whichshall include but not be limited to the following items: (a)  Fish and wildlife law, regulations, and rules.  (b)  POST firearms requalification.  (2)  Pass the written examination provided in R.S. 56:69.6(A).  (3)  Complete an investigation into his background for the period of his nonparticipation in theauxiliary agent program.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.8.  Revocation of commissions A.  The secretary shall revoke a commission at any time for the following reasons: (1)  The auxiliary agent is convicted of a felony, a misdemeanor, or any wildlife or fisheryviolation. (2)  The auxiliary agent fails to perform a minimum of twenty-four hours per month as anauxiliary agent, unless written permission is obtained from his supervising wildlife agent.  (3)  The auxiliary agent receives an unfavorable recommendation from his supervisor or thehearing panel as provided in R.S. 56:69.7(B).  (4)  The auxiliary agent fails to maintain the minimum insurance coverage as provided in thisSubpart.  (5)  The auxiliary agent fails to comply with any other rule or regulation as may be required bythe secretary.  B.  The secretary may, in his discretion, revoke a commission for the following reasons: (1)  An auxiliary agent violates departmental policy.  (2)  An auxiliary agent engages in misconduct or insubordination.  (3)  Noncompliance with any other rule or regulation as may be required by the secretary.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  NOTE:  Subsection (A)(5) and (B)(3) appear to conflict.§69.9.  Reserve agent A.  Any person who was a wildlife enforcement agent with the Department of Wildlife andFisheries and who retired or otherwise left the department in good standing but who has maintainedhis certification by the POST Council or any other person who is a peace officer who has maintainedhis certification by the POST Council may be commissioned as a reserve agent under the provisionsof this Subpart.  B.  The secretary may commission a reserve agent as provided herein if the person satisfies therequirements of R.S. 56:69.7 as may be determined necessary by the secretary.  
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C.  Each reserve agent shall have all the powers of and may function as a wildlife agent, but shallreceive no compensation for his participation as a reserve agent in the auxiliary agent program.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.10.  Powers and duties of auxiliary agents A.  Each auxiliary agent shall have the same enforcement powers as a wildlife agent, subject tothe limitations provided in this Subpart, except that he shall be limited only to wildlife and fisheriesenforcement on land.  B.  Each auxiliary agent may be allowed to carry weapons concealed or exposed while in theperformance of his duties as provided for commissioned employees of the department under R.S.56:53. C.  Notwithstanding any provision herein to the contrary, an auxiliary agent shall not have anyenforcement powers or authority as a wildlife agent unless he is on duty and is working under thesupervision and direction of a wildlife agent.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.11.  Compensation No person commissioned under the provisions of this Subpart shall receive any compensationfor time or expenses incurred while in training or while in the performance of his duties as anauxiliary agent.  The department may provide each auxiliary agent with a uniform and pay tuitioncosts to attend a training program required by R.S. 56:69.5(C).  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.12.  Liability A.  The provisions of Chapter 10 of Title 23 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,pertaining to worker's compensation, shall not apply to and there is specifically excluded from theoperation thereof, any auxiliary enforcement agent commissioned pursuant to the provisions of thisSubpart.  B.  An auxiliary agent shall provide evidence of insurance coverage for personal health andaccident insurance.  The department shall provide comprehensive general liability insurance,including personal injury coverage for third parties.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  §69.13.  Rules and regulations The secretary shall adopt rules and regulations for the administration and implementation of theauxiliary enforcement program, consistent with provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act.  Acts 1990, No. 498, §2.  
SUBPART B-2.  WILDLIFE VIOLATOR COMPACT§69.21.  Wildlife Violator CompactA.  This Subpart shall be known and may be cited as the "Wildlife Violator Compact".Louisiana, a participating state, finds that:(1)  Wildlife resources are managed in trust by the respective states for the benefit of all of theirresidents and visitors.
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(2)  The protection of the wildlife resources of a state is materially affected by the degree ofcompliance with its statutes, laws, ordinances, and administrative rules relating to the managementof those resources.(3)  The preservation, protection, management, and restoration of wildlife contributeimmeasurably to the aesthetic, recreational, and economic aspects of the natural resources of a state.(4)  Wildlife resources are valuable without regard to political boundaries; therefore, a personshould be required to comply with wildlife preservation, protection, management, and restorationlaws, ordinances, and administrative rules of a participating state as a condition precedent to thecontinuance or issuance of a license to hunt, fish, trap, or possess wildlife.(5)  Violation of wildlife laws interferes with the management of wildlife resources and mayendanger the safety of persons and property.(6)  The mobility of many wildlife violators necessitates the maintenance of channels ofcommunication among the various states.(7)  Usually, one of the following enforcement practices is used on a person who is cited for awildlife violation in a state other than his home state:(a)  Is required to post collateral or bond to secure appearance for a trial at a later date.(b)  Is taken directly into custody until collateral or bond is posted.(c)  Is taken directly to court for an immediate appearance.(8)  The purpose of the enforcement practices set forth in Paragraph (7) of this Subsection is toensure compliance with the terms of a wildlife citation by the cited person who, if permitted tocontinue on his way after receiving the citation, could return to his home state and disregard his dutyunder the terms of the citation.(9)  In most instances, a person receiving a wildlife citation in his home state is permitted toaccept the citation from the wildlife officer at the scene of the violation and immediately continueon his way after agreeing or being instructed to comply with the terms of the citation.(10)  The enforcement practices described in Paragraph (7) of this Subsection cause unnecessaryinconvenience and, at times, hardship for a person who is unable to post collateral, furnish a bond,stand trial, or pay a fine at that time and is therefore compelled to remain in custody until somealternative arrangement is made.(11)  The enforcement practices described in Paragraph (7) of this Subsection consume an undueamount of enforcement time.B.  It is the policy of the participating states to:(1)  Promote compliance with the statutes, laws, ordinances, and administrative rules relatingto the management of wildlife resources in the respective states.(2)  Recognize the suspension of wildlife license privileges of a person whose license privilegeshave been suspended by another participating state and treat the suspension as if it had occurred inthe home state.(3)  Allow a person, except as provided in R.S. 56:69.23, to accept a citation and, without delay,proceed on his way, whether or not the person is a resident of the state in which the citation wasissued, provided that the person's home state is a participating state in the Wildlife ViolatorCompact.(4)  Report to the appropriate participating state, as provided in the compact manual, aconviction recorded against a person whose home state was not the issuing state.
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(5)  Allow a home state to recognize and treat convictions recorded against its residents, whichconvictions occurred in another participating state, as though they had occurred in the home state.(6)  Cooperate to the fullest extent with other participating states in enforcing compliance withthe terms of citations issued by one participating state to residents of another participating state.(7)  Maximize effective use of law enforcement personnel and information.(8)  Assist court systems in the efficient disposition of wildlife violations.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.§69.22.  DefinitionsA.  For the purposes of this Subpart, the following terms shall have the following meanings:(1)  "Citation" means a summons, complaint, summons and complaint, ticket, penaltyassessment, or other official document issued to a person by a wildlife officer or other peace officerfor a wildlife violation, which contains an order requiring the person to respond.(2)  "Collateral" means cash or other security deposited to secure an appearance for trial inconnection with the issuance by a wildlife officer or other peace officer of a citation.(3)  "Compliance" with respect to a citation means the act of answering a citation through anappearance in a court or tribunal or through the payment of fines, costs, and surcharges.(4)  "Conviction" means a conviction, including a court conviction, for an offense related to thepreservation, protection, management, or restoration of wildlife that is prohibited by statute, law,ordinance, or administrative rule.  "Conviction" also includes the forfeiture of bail, bond, or othersecurity deposited to secure appearance by a person charged with having committed the offense, thepayment of a penalty assessment, a plea of nolo contendere, and the imposition of a deferred orsuspended sentence by the court.(5)  "Court" means a court of law, including a magistrate court.(6)  "Home state" means the state of primary residence of a person.(7)  "Issuing state" means the participating state that issues a citation to the violator.(8)  "License" means a license, permit, or other public document that conveys to a person towhom it was issued the privilege of pursuing, possessing, or taking wildlife regulated by statute, law,ordinance, or administrative rule of a participating state.(9)  "Licensing authority" means the department or division within each participating state thatis authorized by law to issue or approve licenses or permits to hunt, fish, trap, or possess wildlife.(10)  "Participating state" means a state that enacts legislation to become a member of theWildlife Violator Compact.(11)  "Personal recognizance" means an agreement by a person made at the time of issuance ofa citation that the person will comply with the terms of the citation.(12)  "State" means a state, territory, or possession of the United States, the District of Columbia,the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the provinces of Canada, and other countries.(13)  "Suspension" means a revocation, denial, or withdrawal of license privileges, including theprivilege to apply for, purchase, or exercise the benefits conferred by a license.(14)  "Wildlife" means species of animals, including mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, amphibians,mollusks, and crustaceans which are protected or otherwise regulated by statute, law, ordinance, oradministrative rule in a participating state. Species included in the definition of "wildlife" vary from
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state to state, and determination of whether a species is "wildlife" for the purposes of the WildlifeViolator Compact shall be based on local law.(15)  "Wildlife law" means a statute, law, ordinance, or administrative rule developed andenacted for the management and use of wildlife resources.(16)  "Wildlife officer" means an individual authorized by a participating state to issue a citation.(17)  "Wildlife violation" means a cited violation of a statute, law, ordinance, or administrativerule developed and enacted for the management and use of wildlife resources.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.§69.23.  Procedures for issuing citations in relation to the Wildlife Violators CompactA.  When issuing a citation for a wildlife violation, a wildlife officer shall issue a citation to aperson whose home state is another participating state in the same manner as if the person were aresident of the issuing state and shall not require the person to post collateral to secure appearance,subject to the exceptions set forth in Subsection B of this Section, provided that the wildlife officerreceives the personal recognizance of the person that he will comply with the terms of the citation.Nothing herein shall prohibit physical arrests if the wildlife officer deems necessary.B.  Personal recognizance is acceptable, if both are present:(1)  If not prohibited by local law or the compact manual.(2)  If the violator provides adequate proof of identification to the wildlife officer.C.  Upon conviction or failure of a person to comply with the terms of a citation, the appropriateofficial shall report the conviction or failure to comply with the licensing authority of the issuingstate.  The report shall be made in accordance with procedures specified by the issuing state andshall contain information as specified in the compact manual as minimum requirements for effectiveprocessing by the home state.D.  Upon receipt of the report of a conviction or noncompliance pursuant to Subsection C of thisSection, the licensing authority of the issuing state shall transmit to the licensing authority of thehome state of the violator the information in the form and with the content as prescribed in thecompact manual.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.§69.24.  Procedure for the home stateA.  Upon receipt of a report from the licensing authority of an issuing state reporting the failureof a person to comply with the terms of a citation, the licensing authority of the home state shall:(1)  Notify the person.(2)  Initiate a suspension action in accordance with the home state's suspension procedures.(3)  Suspend the person's license privileges until satisfactory evidence of compliance with theterms of the citation has been furnished by the issuing state to the home state licensing authority.B.  Due process safeguards shall be accorded to alleged violators.C.  Upon receipt of a report of conviction from the licensing authority of the issuing state, thelicensing authority of the home state shall enter the conviction as though it occurred in the homestate for the purposes of the suspension of license privileges.D.  The licensing authority of the home state shall:(1)  Maintain a record of actions taken.(2)  Make reports to issuing states as provided in the compact manual.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.
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§69.25.  Reciprocal recognition of suspensionA.  A participating state shall recognize the suspension of license privileges of a person byanother participating state as though the violation resulting in the suspension satisfies each of thefollowing:(1)  Had occurred in the home state.(2)  Could have been the basis of the suspension of license privileges in the home state.B.  A participating state shall communicate suspension information to other participating statesin the form and with the content as contained in the compact manual.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.§69.26.  Applicability of other lawsExcept as expressly required by provisions of the Wildlife Violator Compact, nothing hereinshall be construed to affect the right of a participating state to apply its laws relating to licenseprivileges to a person or circumstance or to invalidate or prevent an agreement or other cooperativearrangement between a participating state and a nonparticipating state concerning wildlife lawenforcement.  No provision of this Subpart shall be construed as to affect the ability to arrest, seizureof equipment, evidence as provided by law, or any other provision of this Title.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.§69.27.  Compact administrator proceduresA.  A board of compact administrators is established to:(1)  Administer the provisions of this compact.(2)  Serve as a governing body for the resolution of all matters relating to the operation of theWildlife Violator Compact.B.  The board shall be composed of one representative, to be known as the "compactadministrator" from each of the participating states.C.  A compact administrator shall be an enforcement agent appointed by the secretary of theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries.D.  A compact administrator may provide for the discharge of his duties and the performanceof his functions by an alternate.E.  An alternate shall not be entitled to serve unless written notification of his identity has beengiven to the board of compact administrators.F.  Each member of the board of compact administrators shall be entitled to one vote.G.  An action of the board of compact administrators shall not be binding unless taken at ameeting at which a majority of the total number of the board's votes is cast in favor thereof.H.  Action by the board of compact administrators shall be taken only at a meeting at which amajority of the participating states are represented.I.  The board of compact administrators shall elect annually from its membership a chairman andvice chairman.J.  The board of compact administrators shall adopt bylaws not inconsistent with the provisionsof the Wildlife Violator Compact or the laws of a participating state for the conduct of its businessand shall have the power to amend and rescind its bylaws.K.  The board of compact administrators may accept for its purposes and functions under theWildlife Violator Compact donations and grants of money, equipment, supplies, materials, andservices, conditional or otherwise, from any state, the United States, or a governmental agency, andmay receive, use, and dispose of the donations and grants.
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L.  The board of compact administrators may contract with or accept services or personnel froma governmental or intergovernmental agency, individual, firm, corporation, or a private nonprofitorganization or institution.M.  The board of compact administrators shall formulate all necessary procedures and developuniform forms and documents for administering the provisions of the Wildlife Violator Compact.All procedures and forms adopted pursuant to board action shall be contained in a compact manual.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.§69.28.  Entry into and withdrawal from the Wildlife Violator CompactA.  The Wildlife Violator Compact shall become effective at the time it is adopted insubstantially similar form by two or more states.B.  Entry into the Wildlife Violator Compact shall be made by resolution of ratification by theauthorized officials of the applying state and submitted to the chairman of the board of compactadministrators.C.  The resolution shall substantially be in the form and content as provided in the compactmanual and shall include all of the following:(1)  A citation of the authority from which the state is empowered to become a party to theWildlife Violator Compact.(2)  An agreement of compliance with the terms and provisions of this compact.(3)  An agreement that compact entry is with all states participating in the Wildlife ViolatorCompact and with all additional states that legally become a party to the Wildlife Violator Compact.D.  The effective date of entry shall be specified by the applying state but shall not be less thansixty days after notice has been given to each participating state that the resolution from the applyingstate has been received by either of the following:(1)  The chairman of the board of compact administrators.(2)  The secretary of the board of compact administrators.E.  A participating state may withdraw from participation in the Wildlife Violator Compact byofficial written notice to each participating state, but withdrawal shall not become effective untilninety days after the notice of withdrawal is given.  No withdrawal of any state shall affect thevalidity of the Wildlife Violator Compact as to the remaining participating states.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.§69.29.  Amendments to the Wildlife Violator CompactA.  The Wildlife Violator Compact may be amended from time to time. Amendments shall bepresented in resolution form to the chairman of the board of compact administrators and shall beinitiated by one or more participating states.B.  Adoption of an amendment shall require endorsement by all participating states and shallbecome effective thirty days after the date of the last endorsement.C.  Failure of a participating state to respond to the chairman of the board of compactadministrators within one hundred twenty days after receipt of a proposed amendment shallconstitute endorsement thereof.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.§69.30.  Licensing authority; rules and regulationsA.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is designated as the licensing authority inLouisiana for the purposes of the Wildlife Violator Compact.
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B.  The secretary of the department through its compact administrator shall furnish to theappropriate authorities of the participating states any information or documents reasonably necessaryto facilitate the administration of the Wildlife Violator Compact.C.  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may adopt rules and regulations toimplement and administer the provisions of the Wildlife Violator Compact.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.§69.31.  Construction and severabilityA.  The Wildlife Violator Compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposesstated herein.B.  The provisions of the Wildlife Violator Compact shall be severable, and if a phrase, clause,sentence, or provision of that compact is declared to be contrary to the constitution of a participatingstate or of the United States, or the applicability thereof to a government, agency, individual, orcircumstance is held invalid, the validity of the remainder of the compact shall not be affectedthereby.C.  If the Wildlife Violator Compact is held contrary to the constitution of a participating state,the compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining states and in full force and effectas to the participating state affected regarding all severable matters.Acts 2008, No. 363, §1.
SUBPART C.  LOUISIANA HELP OUR WILDLIFE PROGRAM§70.1.  TitleThis Subpart may be cited as the "Louisiana Help Our Wildlife Law".Acts 1995, No. 77, §1.§70.2.  Creation and purposeIn order to enhance the efforts to promote the wildlife and fisheries laws of the state of Louisianaby providing incentives in the form of monetary rewards for the reporting of information that isessential to and aids in the apprehension and prosecution of law violators, in order to promote publicinterest and involvement in stopping serious violations of fish and wildlife laws, in order to reducethe number of law violators, and in order to create and maintain a fund for the payment of rewardsassisting in law enforcement, the Louisiana Help Our Wildlife Program is hereby created within theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries.Acts 1995, No. 77, §1.§70.3.  Louisiana Help Our Wildlife Fund; creation; composition of fund; uses of fundA.  The Louisiana Help Our Wildlife Fund, hereinafter referred to as "the fund", is herebycreated within the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund in the state treasury.B.  The fund shall be composed of:(1)  Monies from appropriations by the legislature.(2)  All monies paid as a cost levied on class violations as provided in Subsection C of thisSection.(3)  Any federal monies made available to the state for enforcement of anti-poaching laws.
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C.(1)  In addition to any other costs otherwise imposed by law, and not withstanding anyprovision of law to the contrary, a cost of five dollars for any class violation as provided in R.S.56:31 through 37.1 is hereby levied in each criminal action which results in conviction or guilty plea.The recipient of such costs shall remit them upon collection to the state treasurer.(2)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, in addition to any fine imposedunder R.S. 30:2531 and 2531.1 or fine imposed pursuant to any parish or municipal ordinanceprohibiting littering, an additional fine of five dollars is hereby imposed for each violation of saidstatutes or ordinances which results in a conviction, guilty plea, or plea of nolo contendere. Therecipient of such fines shall, notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, remit them to the statetreasurer upon collection.D.(1)  After complying with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9 (B) of the Constitutionof Louisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, the treasurer each fiscal year, priorto placing the remaining funds in the state general fund, shall pay the same amount of funds as waspaid into the state treasury pursuant to Subsections B and C of this Section into a special fund herebycreated within the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund in the state treasury andknown as the Louisiana Help Our Wildlife Fund.(2)  The monies in the Louisiana Help Our Wildlife Fund shall be used solely for the purposesset forth in this Subpart and only in the amounts appropriated each year by the legislature.(3)  All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shallremain in the fund.(4)  The monies in the fund shall be invested by the treasurer in the same manner as monies inthe Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund. All interest earned on monies invested bythe treasurer shall be deposited in the Louisiana Help Our Wildlife Fund.E.  The Louisiana Help Our Wildlife Fund may be used solely for the following purposes:(1)  Rewards for information leading to the arrest and conviction of poachers and litterers.(2)  A promotional and educational campaign to inform the general public on:(a)  The harm and danger of poaching and littering.(b)  The reward for information which leads to the arrest and conviction of poachers andlitterers.(3)  Toll free telephone numbers.(4)  All expenses necessary to implement the provisions of this Subpart as determined by thesecretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.Acts 1995, No. 77, §1; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 148, §8.§70.4.  Rewards; paymentsA.(1)  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, or his designee, shalldetermine which informers are to be granted rewards, specify the amount of each reward, and directthe payment of the rewards from the Louisiana Help Our Wildlife Fund.(2)  No reward may be less than two hundred dollars or more than one thousand dollars. Noamount in excess of that available in the Louisiana Help Our Wildlife Fund shall be payable as areward under this Subpart.B.  No reward may be granted to a person or an immediate family member of a person who isa peace officer, game warden, prosecutor, employee of the department, or member of the judiciary.Acts 1995, No. 77, §1.
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PART III.  INTERSTATE COOPERATION ANDSCIENTIFIC RESEARCHSUBPART A.  GULF STATES MARINE FISHERIES COMPACT§71.  Governor authorized to enter into compact with other states relative to better utilizationof fisheries The governor shall execute a compact on behalf of Louisiana with any one or more of the statesof Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, and Texas, and with such other states as may enter into thecompact legally therein in the form substantially as follows in this Part.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §72.  Purpose of compact The contracting states solemnly agree: Whereas the gulf coast states have the proprietary interestin and jurisdiction over fisheries in the waters within their respective boundaries, it is the purposeof this compact to promote the better utilization of the fisheries--marine, shell, and anadromous ofthe seaboard of the Gulf of Mexico--by the development of a joint program for the promotion andprotection of such fisheries and the prevention of the physical waste of the fisheries from any cause.
Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §73.  Time compact becomes operative; parties to compact This compact becomes operative immediately upon ratification by any two or more of the statesof Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas and when the Congress has given its consentsubject to Article I, Section 10, of the Constitution of the United States.  Any state contiguous to anyof the aforementioned states or riparian upon waters which flow into waters under the jurisdictionof any of the aforementioned states and which are frequented by anadromous fish or marine speciesmay become a party hereto as hereinafter in this Part provided.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §74.  Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission; representatives; qualifications Each state joining herein shall appoint three representatives to a commission hereby constitutedand designated as the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission.  One shall be the head of theadministrative agency of such state charged with the conservation of the fishery resources to whichthis compact pertains or, if there be more than one officer or agency, the official of that state namedby the governor thereof.  The second shall be a member of the legislature of such state designatedby the governor thereof, provided that if it is constitutionally impossible to appoint a legislator asa commissioner from such state, the second member shall be appointed in such manner as may beestablished by law.  The third shall be a citizen who shall have a knowledge of and interest in themarine fisheries, to be appointed by the governor.  This commission shall be a body corporate withthe powers and duties set forth in this Part.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §75.  Powers of commission; legislation The commission shall make inquiry and ascertain from time to time such methods, practices,circumstances, and conditions as may be disclosed for bringing about the conservation and theprevention of the depletion and physical waste of the fisheries--marine, shell, anadromous--of thegulf coast.  The commission may recommend the coordination of the exercise of the police powersof the several states within their respective jurisdiction to promote the preservation of these fisheriesand their protection against overfishing, waste, depletion, or any abuse whatsoever, and to assure a
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continuing yield from the fishery resources of the aforementioned states.  To that end thecommission shall draft and recommend to the governors and legislatures of the various signatorystates, legislation dealing with the conservation of the marine, shell, and anadromous fisheries of thegulf seaboard.  The commission shall from time to time present to the governor of each compactingstate its recommendations relating to enactments to be presented to the legislature of that state infurthering the interest and purposes of this compact.  The commission shall consult with and advisethe pertinent administrative agencies in the states party hereto with regard to problems connectedwith the fisheries and recommend the adoption of such regulations as it deems advisable.  Thecommission may recommend to the states party hereto the stocking of the waters of the states withfish and fish eggs or joint stocking by some or all of the states party hereto.  When two or morestates jointly stock waters, the commission shall act as the coordinating agency for the stocking.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §76.  Officers; rules and regulations; meetingsThe commission shall elect from its number a chairman and a vice chairman, shall appoint and,at its pleasure, remove or discharge such officers and employees as may be required to carry theprovisions of this compact into effect, and shall fix and determine their duties, qualifications, andcompensation.  The commission shall adopt rules and regulations for the conduct of its business.It may establish and maintain one or more offices for the transaction of its business and may meetat any time or place.  It shall meet at least once a year.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §77.  Action taken by commission; requirements No action shall be taken by the commission in regard to its general affairs except by theaffirmative vote of a majority of the whole number of compacting states.  No recommendation shallbe made by the commission in regard to any species of fish except by the affirmative vote of amajority of the compacting states which have an interest in such species.  The commission shalldefine what shall be an interest.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §78.  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be primary research agency; advisory committee The Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior of the Government of the UnitedStates shall act as the primary research agency of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission,cooperating with the research agencies in each state for that purpose.  Representatives of the Fishand Wildlife Service shall attend the meetings of the commission.  An advisory committee to berepresentative of the commercial saltwater fishermen, the saltwater anglers, and such other interestsof each state as the commissioners deem advisable may be established by the commissioners fromeach state for the purpose of advising those commissioners upon such recommendations as it desiresto make. Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §79.  Participation of non-coastal state; limitation When any state other than those named specifically in R.S. 56:73 becomes a party hereto for thepurpose of conserving its anadromous fish or marine species in accordance with the provisions ofR.S. 56:73, the participation of the state in the action of the commission shall be limited to suchspecies of fish.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  
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§80.  Signatory states not precluded from additional restrictions Nothing in this compact limits the powers or the proprietary interest of any signatory state orrepeals or prevents the enactment of any legislation or the enforcement of any requirement by asignatory state imposing additional conditions and restrictions to conserve its fisheries.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §81.  Additional compact amendments by signatory states It is agreed that any two or more states party hereto may further amend this compact by acts oftheir respective legislatures, subject to approval of Congress as provided in Article I, Section 10 ofthe Constitution of the United States, to designate the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission asa joint regulating authority for the joint regulation of specific fisheries affecting only such states asshall so compact, and at their joint expense.  The representatives of such states shall constitute aseparate section of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission for the exercise of the additionalpowers so granted, but the creation of such section does not deprive the state so compacting of anyof their privileges or powers in the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission as constituted underthe other articles of this compact. Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §82.  Absence from representation on the commission Continued absence of representation or of any representative on the commission from any stateparty hereto shall be brought to the attention of the governor thereof.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §83.  Operating expenses; proration The operating expenses of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission shall be borne by thestates party hereto.  Such initial appropriations as are set forth below shall be made available yearlyuntil modified as hereinafter provided:Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 3,500.00Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000.00Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000.00Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000.00Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    2,500.00Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 13,000.00The proration and total cost per year of thirteen thousand dollars, above mentioned, is estimateonly, for initial operations, and may be changed when found necessary by the commission andapproved by the legislatures of the respective states.  Each state party hereto agrees to provide, inthe manner most acceptable to it, the travel costs and necessary expenses of its commissioners andother representatives to and from meetings of the commission or its duly constituted section orcommittees.Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.§84.  Continuance of compact; renunciation; notice This compact continues in force and remains binding upon each compacting state untilrenounced by act of the legislature of such state, in such form as it may choose.  Renunciation shallnot become effective until six months after the effective date of the action taken by the legislature.
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Notice of renunciation shall be given to the other states party hereto by the secretary of state of thecompacting state so renouncing upon passage of the act.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §85.  Commission representatives from Louisiana; appointment; alternates In pursuance of R.S. 56:74, there shall be three representatives from Louisiana to thecommission.  The Secretary of Wildlife and Fisheries shall be an ex officio representative; a memberof the state legislature from a coastal parish, named by the governor for a four year period from thedate of his election or until his successor has been elected shall be the second representative; thethird representative shall be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of theSenate, and shall be a citizen of Louisiana having a knowledge of and interest in marine fisheries.The term of the third representative is for a period of four years.  He shall hold office until hissuccessor shall be appointed and qualified.  The Secretary of Wildlife and Fisheries, as ex officio representative, may delegate, from timeto time, to any deputy or other subordinate in his department or office, the power to be present andparticipate, including voting as his representative or substitute at any meeting or hearing by or otherproceeding of the commission.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.§86.  Commission powers to be no limitation on state powers Any powers granted in this Part to the commission shall be regarded as in aid of andsupplemental to and in no case a limitation upon any of the powers vested in the commission byother laws of the state of Louisiana, by the laws of the states of Florida, Texas, Mississippi, orAlabama, by the Congress of the United States or by the terms of the compact.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.  §87.  Necessary travel expenses; payment All necessary expenses incident to the membership of Louisiana in the commission are payableout of the general fund by the treasurer of this state.  Such expenses shall include travel cost andnecessary expenses of the commissioners and other representatives of Louisiana to and frommeetings of the commission or its duly constituted sections or committees.  Acts 1981, No. 837, §2.
SUBPART B.  LOUISIANA WILDLIFE STAMPRESEARCH PROGRAM§91.  Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 984, §18.§§92, 93.  Repealed by Acts 1989, No. 662, §8, eff. July 7, 1989.§§94 to 96.  Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 984, §18.

PART IV.  WILD BIRDS AND WILD QUADRUPEDSSUBPART A.  HUNTING§101.  Repealed by Acts 1981, No. 737, §2.
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§102.  Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 876, §4, eff. July 23, 1985.§103.  License; license books; returns; transfer of license prohibitedA.  No resident of this state shall at any time, hunt, take, possess, or cause to be transported byany other person any wild bird or any wild quadruped, unless he is at the time of such act the lawfulholder of an effective license for that purpose issued to him by authority of the Louisiana Wildlifeand Fisheries Commission.B.  Basic hunting licenses which do not authorize deer, turkey, bobcat, or migratory waterfowlhunting may be issued beginning June first of each calendar year and shall expire on the followingJune thirtieth.C.(1)  In order to hunt, take, possess, or transport deer, turkey, or bobcat, in Louisiana, inaddition to a basic hunting license, a resident shall be required to purchase and have on his persona big game license.  In order to hunt, take, possess, or transport waterfowl in Louisiana, in additionto a basic hunting license, a resident shall be required to purchase and have on his person a ducklicense.  The fee for an annual resident duck license shall be five dollars and fifty cents.  In order tohunt, take, possess, or transport turkey in Louisiana, in addition to a big game hunting license, aresident shall be required to purchase and have on his person a wild turkey license.  The fee for anannual resident wild turkey license shall be five dollars and fifty cents.(2)  In addition to all other licenses required by law, a special primitive firearms license may beauthorized to take deer during the special deer hunting season for primitive firearms.  A fee may becharged for the issuance of such license as provided in R.S. 56:104(A)(3), and the fees therefromshall be dedicated to the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to be used for thedevelopment and study of the deer herds within the state after costs for the administration of thelicensing program have been deducted.D.  Repealed by Acts 2000, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 1, §4, eff. June 26, 2000.E.  Every license shall by its terms be effective only during the open season for the particularkinds of wild birds and wild quadrupeds authorized thereby to be taken.  Every such license shallbe personal to the person to whom issued and shall not be assigned or transferred to, or used by, anyother person.  Every officer authorized to enforce the provisions of this Subpart shall take possessionof any license found in the possession of any person other than the one to whom issued and deliverit to the department to be canceled.  The license shall thereupon be null and void.  Licensees shallhave licenses or an effective license number, together with a form of physical identification, in theirpossession when hunting and shall produce same upon demand of any person authorized to enforcethe provisions of this Subpart.  Any violation of this Subsection shall constitute a class threeviolation punishable as provided in R.S. 56:33.F.  Any authorized issuing agent that issues any license under the provisions of this Section shallretain fifty cents of the fee collected from the sale of each resident license issued by him as his fullcompensation for his service in issuing such licenses.  Each such agent may retain one dollar fromthe fee collected for the issuance of licenses to nonresidents.Added by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 420, §1, eff. July 1, 1983; Acts 1989, No.240, §1, eff. June 26, 1989; Acts 1993, No. 73, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1997, No. 1234, §1, eff. July 1, 1998;Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §2, eff. Sept. 21, 1998; Acts 2000, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 1, §§3, 4, eff. June 26,2000; Acts 2003, No. 1248, §1; Acts 2006, No. 283, §1; Acts 2008, No. 51, §1, eff. June 5, 2008; Acts 2010,No. 100, §1.§103.1.  Nonresident licenses; penaltiesA.  No nonresident shall at any time hunt, take, possess, or cause to be transported by any otherperson any wild bird or any wild quadruped, unless he is at the time of such act the lawful holder of
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an effective nonresident license for that purpose issued to him by authority of the Louisiana Wildlifeand Fisheries Commission.B.(1)  In order to hunt, take, possess, or transport deer or turkey in Louisiana, in addition to anonresident basic hunting license, a nonresident shall be required to purchase and have on his persona nonresident big game license. In order to hunt, take, possess, or transport waterfowl in Louisiana,in addition to a nonresident basic hunting license, a nonresident shall be required to purchase andhave on his person a nonresident duck license.  The fee for an annual nonresident duck license shallbe twenty-five dollars.  In order to hunt, take, possess, or transport turkey in Louisiana, in additionto a nonresident big game hunting license, a nonresident shall be required to purchase and have onhis person a nonresident wild turkey license.  The fee for an annual nonresident wild turkey licenseshall be twenty dollars and fifty cents.(2)  In addition to all other licenses required by law, a special primitive firearms license may beauthorized to take deer during the special deer hunting season for primitive firearms.  A fee may becharged for the issuance of such license as provided in R.S. 56:104(A)(4), and the fees therefromshall be dedicated to the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to be used for thedevelopment and study of the deer herds within the state after costs for the administration of thelicensing program have been deducted.C.  Violation of this Section shall constitute a class two violation.Acts 1993, No. 73, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 2000, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 1, §3, eff. June 26, 2000; Acts 2008,No. 51, §1, eff. June 5, 2008; Acts 2010, No. 100, §1.§104.  License fees; reciprocity; exceptionsA.  No license shall be issued under this Part unless there has been previously paid a fee or feesas hereinafter set forth:(1)(a)  Except as specified in Subsection B of this Section, a resident who is sixteen years of ageor older shall purchase and possess a basic hunting license for a fee of fifteen dollars in order tohunt, take, possess, or transport wild birds and quadrupeds on which open seasons are declared.Special additional licenses are required to hunt, take, possess, or transport deer, turkey, or migratorywaterfowl within the limits of the state.  In order to obtain these licenses, a resident must meetresidency requirements as specified in R.S. 56:8 ("Bona fide resident") and present either aLouisiana driver's license or a special identification card issued by the Department of Public Safetyand Corrections under the provisions of R.S. 40:1321.(b)  An amount equal to ten percent of the fees collected from the sale of hunting licenses shallbe dedicated by the commission to the development and preservation of breeding grounds formigratory waterfowl, the funds to be expended for such purposes through Ducks Unlimited, Inc. orunder the direction of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its discretion.  Anadditional ten percent of each fee collected from the sale of hunting licenses shall be dedicated bythe commission to the development and rejuvenation of the quail, dove, and rabbit population of thisstate, the funds to be expended by the department beginning with the Fiscal Year 1975-1976 througha rejuvenation program to be promulgated under administrative regulation of the commission.However, not less than twenty-five percent of the funds derived from hunting license fees shall bedeposited on a monthly basis into the Wildlife Habitat and Natural Heritage Trust as provided forin R.S. 56:1923 and shall be expended solely for land acquisition for wildlife management areas,including the purchase of lands for upland game purposes.(2)  In the case of a nonresident who is sixteen years of age or older, a basic hunting license feeof two hundred dollars for the entire season is required to hunt, take, possess, or transport wild birdsor wild quadrupeds on which open seasons are declared.  Special additional licenses are required tohunt, take, possess, or transport deer, turkey, or migratory waterfowl.
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(3)  In the case of a resident, except as specified in Subsection B of this Section, a fee of fourteendollars is required to hunt, take, possess, or transport deer, turkey, or bobcat.  This license, whichshall be known as a big game license, shall be required in addition to the basic hunting license.  Inaddition, a fee of ten dollars and fifty cents may be charged a resident for the issuance of a specialprimitive firearms license to take deer during the special deer season for primitive firearms asprovided in R.S. 56:103(C)(2).(4)  Except as specified in Subsection B of this Section, in addition to a nonresident huntinglicense, a nonresident shall be required to purchase and possess a nonresident big game license fora fee of two hundred twenty-five dollars for the entire season in order to hunt, take, possess, ortransport deer, turkey, or bobcat.  In addition, a fee of fifty dollars shall be charged a nonresident forthe issuance of a special primitive firearms license to take deer during the special deer season forprimitive firearms as provided in R.S. 56:103.1(B)(2).(5)  The holder of a hunting license issued by the state of Mississippi shall have the same rightsand privileges to hunt wild game birds and quadrupeds upon islands in and the waters of theMississippi River and other land resulting from accretion along the Mississippi River where thatriver forms the boundary between the states of Louisiana and Mississippi as are provided by law forthe holder of a Louisiana hunting license.  This Paragraph shall only take effect and becomeoperative if, as, and when the state of Mississippi grants reciprocal privileges to the holders ofhunting and fishing or angling licenses issued by the state of Louisiana.(6)  Repealed by Acts 2008, No. 27, §2, eff. July 1, 2008.(7)  Any person who was born in Louisiana and who possesses a valid Louisiana birth certificatemay purchase a nonresident temporary hunting license that is valid for five consecutive days for thecost of a resident hunting license as provided in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.  Any licenses orpermits which may be required in addition to the basic hunting license, such as a big game licenseor turkey license, may be purchased for the cost of a resident license and shall be valid for the samefive consecutive days as the nonresident temporary hunting license.(8)(a)  A resident who is totally and permanently disabled and receiving a disability benefit fromthe federal social security system or a disability retirement income from a retirement system whosemembers are exempt from federal social security, either pursuant to the Railroad RetirementInsurance Act, 45 U.S.C. 231, or because they are employees of a state or a political subdivision ofthe state that has not voluntarily agreed to participate in federal social security under 42 U.S.C. 418,may purchase a basic hunting license which will also include a WMA hunting permit for a fee of fivedollars in order to hunt, take, possess, or transport wild birds and quadrupeds on which open seasonsare declared.  In addition to the basic hunting license fee, any such person may also purchase aresident big game hunting license for a fee of five dollars and a resident bow hunting license for afee of five dollars.(b)  A letter from the federal social security administration or retirement system grantingdisability benefits shall be required at time of purchase, along with proper identification.  Such lettershall be evidence of qualification for the reduced fee provided for in this Paragraph.(9)  Any person who is not a resident of the state of Louisiana but who is a full-time studentenrolled in an accredited college or university that has a physical campus in the state of Louisianamay purchase a nonresident basic hunting license for the cost of a resident hunting license asprovided in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.  Any licenses or permits which may be required inaddition to the basic hunting license, such as a big game license or a duck license or a turkey license,may also be purchased for the cost of the equivalent resident license or permit.   In order to purchasea license under the provisions of this Paragraph, the person shall provide to the Department ofWildlife and Fisheries verification of his full-time status.  Such verification may be provided throughthe mail.  Any person hunting under a license issued pursuant to this Paragraph shall also have onhis person his student identification card which indicates current full-time status.
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B.(1)  Repealed by Acts 2000, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 1, §4, eff. June 26, 2000.(2)  Veterans of the armed forces or of the Louisiana Army National Guard or Louisiana AirNational Guard having a permanent service connected disability classification of fifty percent ormore and who are Louisiana residents or resident persons who are blind, paraplegic, or multipleamputees shall, upon identification and proof of disability satisfactory to the department, be issuedlicenses which will also include a WMA hunting permit without the payment of any fees therefor.(3)  Repealed by Acts 2000, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 1, §4, eff. June 26, 2000.(4)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, in order to hunt or fish in thestate of Louisiana, a resident of this state who turns sixty years of age on or after June 1, 2000, shallbe required to obtain a senior hunting and fishing license.  However, any resident who turned sixtyyears of age prior to June 1, 2000, may choose to purchase a senior hunting and fishing license.  Afee of five dollars shall be charged for this license, and the license shall be available from June firstof each calendar year and shall be valid from the date of purchase through the following Junethirtieth.  This license shall be in lieu of basic hunting, big game, bow, primitive firearms, andwaterfowl licenses, turkey hunting stamps, WMA hunting permits, and the basic and saltwaterfishing licenses and must be in the possession of the licensee when the licensee is engaged in huntingor fishing activities.  Possession of this license shall authorize the licenseholder to use a crossbowor a bow that is drawn, held, and released by mechanical means. Magnified scopes may be used withcrossbows.C.  Notwithstanding the requirement of cash payment provided for in Subsection A of thisSection, nonresident hunting licenses provided for in R.S. 56:103.1 may be purchased with aqualified credit card in accordance with the rules of the department adopted pursuant to R.S. 56:642.D.  The secretary may exempt for good cause persons or groups of people from the license feerequirements of this Part.  Such exemption shall be in the form of a letter of permit from thesecretary.  The commission is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations which establish thecriteria for such exemptions and which otherwise implement this exemption.E.(1)  A nonresident may purchase temporary hunting licenses as follows:(a)  Small game including migratory birds $29.00 per day(b)  Deer (any weapon) $36.00 per day(c)  Turkey $36.00 per day(2)  All funds received from the sale of licenses under the provisions of this Subsection shall bedeposited to the Conservation Fund.Amended by Acts 1950, No. 456, §1; Acts 1952, No. 25; Acts 1954, No. 551, §1; Acts 1956, No. 48, §1;Acts 1956, No. 543, §1; Acts 1960, No. 190, §1, eff. June 28, 1960; Acts 1966, No. 47, §1; Acts 1968, No. 372,§1; Acts 1968, Ex. Sess., No. 2, §1; Acts 1972, No. 369, §1; Acts 1974, No. 216, §1; Acts 1974, No. 217, §1;Acts 1974, No. 689, §1; Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1975, No. 246, §1; Acts 1975, No. 651, §1; Acts 1976,No. 81, §1; Acts 1976, No. 417, §1; Acts 1978, No. 123, §1, eff. June 22, 1978; Acts 1978, No. 576, §1; Acts1979, No. 242, §1; Acts 1979, No. 245, §1; Acts 1980, No. 166, §1; Acts 1981, No. 209, §1; Acts 1981, No.736, §1; Acts 1982, No. 420, §1, eff. July 1, 1983; Acts 1982, No. 480, §1; Acts 1983, No. 74, §1; Acts 1986,No. 520, §1; Acts 1987, No. 507, §1; Acts 1989, No. 616, §1, eff. July 6, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 696, §1, eff. July1, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 236, §1; Acts 1991, No. 587, §1, eff. July 16, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 434, §1; Acts 1992,No. 856, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1993, No. 73, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1993, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1,1993; Acts 1995, No. 660, §1; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §2, eff. Sept. 21, 1998; Acts 1999, No. 522,§1; Acts 2000, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 1, §§3, 4, eff. June 26, 2000; Acts 2001, No. 151, §1; Acts 2001, No. 270,§1; Acts 2001, No. 320, §1; Acts 2001, No. 324, §1; Acts 2003, No. 77, §1; Acts 2003, No. 1248, §1; Acts2004, No. 438, §1; Acts 2006, No. 775, §1; Acts 2007, No. 7, §1; Acts 2008, No. 27, §1, 2, eff. July 1, 2008;Acts 2008, No. 51, §1, eff. June 5, 2008; Acts 2010, No. 289, §1.
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§104.1.  Physically challenged hunter permitsA.  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is hereby authorized to adopt rules andregulations for the creation and issuance of hunting permits for individuals who are temporarily orpermanently disabled.  A temporary disability is one of such severity that it shall last for a durationof at least one year.  The rules and regulations shall provide for the duration and costs of the permitsand provide for disability classifications of "wheelchair bound", "mobility impaired" as defined inR.S. 47:463.4(E), and "amputee of an upper extremity".  Such permits may be issued only to thosepersons certified by a physician licensed to practice medicine by the Louisiana State Board ofMedical Examiners.  If the physician certifies that the disability is temporary, the person holding thepermit shall be required to re-certify to the department each year that such certification is still valid.The commission rules and regulations shall provide for special handicap hunts, special deer seasons,and access to wildlife management areas.B.  During the formulation of the rules and regulations provided for in this Section, thecommission shall request and receive advice and information from Louisiana Outdoorsmen WithDisabilities, Inc.Acts 1995, No. 1226, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 396, §1, eff. June 20, 1997; Acts 2006, No.775, §1; Acts 2008, No. 51, §1, eff. June 5, 2008.§105.  Special permits and licenses; scientific or purpose; bow licenses; beaver permitA.  The department may, in its discretion and upon such terms and conditions as it mayprescribe, issue to accredited representatives of any public park, museum, educational or scientificinstitution, or of the federal government or any state government, recognized scientist, or to anyother responsible person a permit to take, possess, and transport at any time within and from thisstate wild birds or the plumage, skins, nests, eggs, or young thereof and wild quadrupeds, the skinsor young thereof; if the department is satisfied that they are to be taken or possessed for scientific,educational, experimental, or breeding purposes only and are not to be sold or otherwise disposedof by the permittee for profit, and if the permittee obligates himself to deliver to the departmentwithin sixty days after taking, and in any event before the removal thereof from the state, a detaileddescriptive inventory of the wild birds, wild quadrupeds, and other things taken under the permit.B.  In addition to all other licenses required by law, a special bow license is authorized allowingthe holder of such a license to hunt with bows during bow hunting season.  A fee of ten dollars andfifty cents may be charged a resident and fifty dollars shall be charged a nonresident for the issuanceof such a license, and the proceeds therefrom shall be dedicated to the Conservation Fund, after costsfor the administration of this Subsection have been deducted.C.  Any nonpublic authorized issuing agent that issues any license under the provisions of thisSection shall retain fifty cents of the fee collected from the sale of each license issued by him as hisfull compensation for his services in issuing such licenses.D.  In addition to all other licenses required by law, the department shall issue a special permitauthorizing the holder to hunt beaver between one-half hour after official sunset to one-half hourbefore official sunrise for a period of three consecutive calendar evenings from the effective date ofthe permit.  Beaver may be taken by use of a headlight.  The permit holder shall delineate and thepermit shall indicate the specific area in which this permit shall be valid.  This special permit shallbe issued only by the department and may be obtained by applying in person to the department atany district office, or at any other location designated by the department.  There is no fee chargedfor a Louisiana resident obtaining this permit.Added by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 420, §1, eff. July 1, 1983; Acts 1986, No.520, §1; Acts 1992, No. 856, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1993, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1999, No.160, §1; Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §3, eff. June 26, 2000.
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§106.  Field trialsNotwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a nonresident may participate in Louisianain a field trial conducted by recognized field trial associations that are registered with the LouisianaDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries using dogs in such field trial without being required to obtainany hunting license so long as the field trial association has given to the office of wildlife and theenforcement division of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, at least five days prior to the dateof such field trial, notice of the dates and place of the trial.  Such notice may be given electronicallythrough fascimile or e-mail.  Requirements for registration of field trial associations will beestablished by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  Participants may carry firearmsand discharge live ammunition during such field trials, if required to do so by the rules of the fieldtrial.Added by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1988, No. 534, §1; Acts 2003, No. 452, §1.§107.  Firing, feeding and breeding grounds In order to protect wild birds and wild quadrupeds and to prevent the destruction of feeding andbreeding grounds thereof, no person shall wilfully set fire to any wild woodland, marshland, orprairie land.  However, this Section does not apply to the owner of the land setting such fires to clearor prepare his enclosed land for agricultural or pastoral purposes or for the purpose of improvingfood conditions for the wildlife found thereon.  In any case, this shall be done only under permit andunder the supervision of persons authorized to enforce the provisions of this Sub-part.  Suchauthorized burning shall not be done during the breeding season of wild bird life.  §108.  Deer and turkey harvest records and taggingA.  The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may promulgate and adopt rules and regulations inaccordance with the Administrative Procedure Act in relation to deer or turkey harvest records andtagging.  Such rules and regulations may include the following: tagging requirements, gender, age,antler requirements, take, possession, limit, and reporting requirements.B.  Deer tagging shall only occur when a reduced buck limit is adopted by the commission.Acts 2004, No. 841, §1.§109.  Wildlife management areas; wildlife refuges; public hunting grounds and recreationareas; notice; signs; disabled huntersA.  The commission may establish, maintain, and manage any state wildlife management area,wildlife refuge, public hunting ground, or outdoor recreation area, as it deems proper for wildlifemanagement purposes.  With the approval of the governor, it may lease, buy, or accept donation of,and set apart, any other lands suitable and desirable for such purposes and thereon establish,maintain, and operate such areas.  The public shall be notified of the fact of the establishment ofsuch areas by publication of a proclamation by the governor, describing the exact location anddescription of the lands set apart and the objects and purposes of the dedication, for thirty days inthe official journal of the state and the official journal of the parish where the lands are located.  Thecommission shall cause suitable signs to be placed at reasonable distances along the boundaries ofthe lands and at roads and other entrances for the information of the public.  No person shallwillfully or maliciously remove, destroy, or deface any sign or notice placed or posted.  Thecommission shall authorize persons over the age of sixty to use trails in the wildlife managementareas which are set aside for use exclusively by disabled persons.B.  The commission shall be the sole authority and shall establish all rules and regulationspertaining to the propagation, protection and harvest of all species of wildlife, including both male
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and female sexes of wild quadrupeds, wild birds, fish and alligators existing, propagated or releasedby the commission upon lands so designated as wildlife management areas, wildlife refuges, publichunting grounds or outdoor recreation areas.C.  No person shall knowingly take, attempt to take, disturb, or destroy any wild bird or wildquadruped or the nest, egg, or young thereof on lands set apart as wildlife management areas andwildlife refuges, or have in his possession or keep, while on the lands, any trap, snare, or otherdevice capable of being used in the taking or disturbance of the birds or quadrupeds on such areas,unless the person previously has been expressly authorized by a permit from the department to doso and only for the purpose and under the conditions specified in the permit.D.(1)  On and after July 1, 1993, a Wild Louisiana Stamp, hunting license, or fishing licenseshall be required for use of department administered lands including wildlife refuges and wildlifemanagement and habitat conservation areas.  Persons under sixteen years of age and sixty years ofage or older are exempt from this requirement.  Persons attending official functions of private, non-profit and charitable organizations recognized as tax exempt under the provisions of the U.S. InternalRevenue Code shall be exempt from this requirement.(2)  Persons using department administered lands for commercial purposes for which thedepartment is paid a royalty or special fee, agents of the state on official business, and persons orgroups using department administered lands for purposes other than fishing or hunting who receive,for good cause, a letter of permit from the secretary specifically waiving the Wild Louisiana Stamp,shall be exempt.(3)  For an initial violation of failing to possess a Wild Louisiana Stamp, fishing license, orhunting license while on department administered lands, as required by this Subsection, the violatorshall immediately obtain a required stamp or license or be required to leave the departmentadministered lands.  In such instance of an initial violation, the violator shall be given directions tothe nearest place where such stamp or license may be purchased.  After the initial violation, anysubsequent offenses shall be class one violations as designated in R.S. 56:31.  This Paragraph shallnot apply to violations of hunting or fishing without a license.(4)  The department shall prominently post and maintain at each entrance to those lands subjectto this Subsection a sign stating that all visitors, except those exempt by law, must possess a WildLouisiana Stamp, a hunting license, a fishing license, or a WMA hunting permit while on thoselands.(5)(a)  In addition to other fees and licenses required by law, any person between the ages ofeighteen and sixty, both inclusive, who hunts on any land administered by the department, includingwildlife refuges and wildlife management and habitat conservation areas, shall purchase and havein his possession a WMA hunting permit.  Traversing through department-administered lands shallnot require a permit. The fee for a WMA hunting permit shall be fifteen dollars each year.  Thepermit shall be available for purchase beginning June first of each year and will be valid from thedate of purchase through the following June thirtieth.  The permittee shall have the permit in hispossession whenever engaged in hunting on lands administered by the department.  Funds collectedfrom the WMA hunting permit shall be used for the maintenance and upkeep of wildlife managementareas.  The secretary may exempt for good cause persons or groups of people from the requirementsof this Paragraph.  Such exemption shall be in the form of a letter of permit from the secretary.  Thecommission is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations which establish the criteria for suchexemptions and which otherwise implement this exemption.(b)  A resident between the ages of eighteen and sixty, both inclusive, who meets therequirements of R.S. 56:104(A)(8) or (B)(2) shall be exempt from payment of the permit fee requiredby this Paragraph.
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E.  The commission shall establish  a state all-terrain vehicle trail at least twelve miles in lengthin the Boeuf Wildlife Management Area.  The trail established shall be the same trail that waspreviously approved and permitted by the department for use by Wish I Could, Incorporated.  Thetrail shall be used for organized rides by nonprofit organizations for charitable and educationalpurposes no more than twice per year per organization.  No alcohol shall be sold or consumed on thetrail during the rides.  The secretary may prohibit any organization from using the wildlifemanagement area and the vehicle trail if any person in that organization violates the provisions ofthis Subsection.F.  Except as provided in Subsection D, a violation of the provisions of this Section, or rules andregulations promulgated pursuant thereto, shall constitute a class two violation.Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1977, No. 136, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1992, No. 193,§1; Acts 1992, No. 966, §1; Acts 1993, No. 188, §1; Acts 1993, No. 441, §1; Acts 1995, No. 513, §1; Acts1995, No. 731, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1226, §2, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 1092, §1, eff. July 14, 1997;Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §3, eff. June 26, 2000; Acts 2004, No. 438, §1; Acts 2007, No. 7, §1; Acts 2010,No. 790, §1.§109.1.  Use of all-terrain vehicle trails on wildlife management areasThe department shall keep at least one all-terrain vehicle trail on each department-ownedwildlife management area that has such a trail open throughout the year.  The department maytemporarily close the year-round trail if weather or other conditions render the use of the trail apublic safety or an environmental hazard.  Access to the year-round trail shall be granted for use byall-terrain vehicles, motorcycles, horses, and bicycles, under rules and regulations promulgated underthe Administrative Procedure Act.  Persons using the year-round all-terrain vehicle trails shallpossess a WMA permit.  A violation of the provisions of the Section, or rules and regulationspromulgated pursuant thereto, shall constitute a class one violation.Acts 2004, No. 847, §1.§109.2.  Preservation of wildlife management areas; wildlife refuges; public hunting groundsand recreation areasA.  The commission shall exercise its authority to manage wildlife management areas, wildliferefuges, public hunting grounds and recreation areas in a manner to support, promote and enhancepublic hunting, fishing, and recreational opportunities to the extent authorized by law.  Thecommission shall recognize, to the extent authorized by law, hunting, fishing, and recreationalopportunities as primary uses of wildlife management areas, wildlife refuges, public hunting groundsand recreation areas that are available for public hunting, fishing, and recreational opportunities.The commission shall make land management decisions based on criteria that include public hunting,fishing, and recreational opportunities as a primary consideration.B.  Before March first of each calendar year, the commission shall submit to the SenateCommittee on Natural Resources and the House Committee on Natural Resources and Environmenta written report containing a listing of all acreage owned by the department and managed by thecommission that is available for public hunting, fishing, and recreational opportunities and a listingof all acreage that was lost or gained for such purposes.Acts 2006, No. 561, §2; Acts 2008, No. 580, §7.§110.  Deer Management Assistance Program areas; notice; signs; prohibitions A.  The department shall direct the owner or operator of the Deer Management AssistanceProgram area to post suitable signs identifying the lands as a Deer Management Assistance Programarea which shall be placed at reasonable distances along the boundaries of the lands and at roads and
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other entrances for the information of the public.  The department shall establish rules andregulations regarding the description and content of the signs and the manner and method of postingsigns to reasonably identify the lands as Deer Management Assistance Program areas.  No personshall willfully or maliciously remove, destroy, or deface any sign or notice placed or posted.  B.  After the posting of the Deer Management Assistance Program area as provided inSubsection A, no person shall knowingly take, attempt to take, disturb, or destroy any wild bird orwild quadruped or the nest, egg, or young thereof on lands designated as Deer ManagementAssistance Program areas, or shall have in his possession or keep, while on the lands, any firearm,trap, snare, or other device capable of being used in the taking or disturbance of the birds orquadrupeds on such areas, unless the person has been expressly authorized by a permit from theowner, lessee, lessor, or hunting club or organization authorized to hunt on the land to do so and thenonly for the purpose and under the conditions specified in the permit. C.  The owner or operator of the Deer Management Assistance Program area shall be responsiblefor the actual direct cost of posting the lands with signs as provided in Subsection A.  D.  Violation of the provisions of Subsection A of this Section shall constitute a class oneviolation. E.  Violation of the provisions of Subsection B of this Section shall constitute a class twoviolation. Acts 1990, No. 499, §1.  §110.1.  Quality Deer Management ProgramA.  The department shall have authority over the Quality Deer Management Program("program"), and shall formulate additional guidelines according to property-specific objectives,goals, and limitations.B.  The program shall be developed using a management philosophy that encourages goodstewardship and unites landowners, hunters, and managers in a common goal of producingbiologically and socially balanced deer herds within existing environmental, social, and legalconstraints.  The program shall include protocols for the protection of young bucks, including anadequate harvest of female deer to maintain a healthy population in balance with existing habitatconditions and landowner desires.  The program shall also promote the production of quality deer,quality habitat, and quality deer hunting experiences.C.  The department shall use its resources to do the following:(1)  Instruct and train qualified personnel as to the policies and procedures for administering theprogram.(2)  Supply landowners, hunting clubs, and cooperating agencies with pertinent brochures,handouts, and other information containing management techniques and applications.(3)  Properly prepare and suggest wildlife management recommendations.(4)  Develop and maintain a close working relationship with other state and federal agencies ornon-governmental organizations that have similar or corresponding programs directly or indirectlyaffecting public and private land development and management.(5)  Provide incentives to encourage landowners and hunting clubs to participate in the program.D.  The program shall be voluntary, and landowners or hunting clubs who participate in theQuality Deer Management Assistance Program are eligible to participate in this program.Qualification for participation in this program shall be determined by rules and regulationspromulgated by the commission, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.Acts 2010, No. 337, §1.
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§111.  Removal or destruction of signs No person shall willfully or maliciously remove, destroy or deface any sign or notice placed orposted pursuant to R.S. 56:109.Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  §112.  Disposal of birds or quadrupeds becoming a nuisance If any species of wild bird or wild quadruped herein protected shall at any time in any localitybecome so destructive of private property as to be a nuisance, the secretary may direct any officerauthorized to enforce the provisions of this Subpart, or any reputable citizen of this state, to take anddispose of such species of bird or quadruped in the manner and under the conditions specified by thesecretary.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §113.  Taking wild birds or game imported for experimentation or propagation No person shall take any wild bird or wild quadruped imported into this state by the state orfederal government or by any person for the purpose of experimentation or propagation except underthe supervision and consent of the secretary.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §114.  Open season; curtailment by parish governing authority A.  The governing authority of any parish may apply to the secretary for the right to adopt anordinance to close or curtail the open season in the parish, or any part thereof, when it becomesapparent that there is need of a closing or curtailment so that the game bird and game quadruped lifemay restock themselves by natural breeding.  B.  Upon receipt of the application, if conditions indicate the need of adding protection for anygame bird or game quadruped or all of them, the secretary may give written consent to the governingauthority of the parish to adopt, in its discretion, an ordinance to close or curtail the open season fornot more than one year, applicable to everyone, including the residents of the parish.  C.  The closing or curtailment becomes effective only after notice of the adoption of theordinance has been promulgated by the governing authority of the parish in the official parish journalonce a week for four consecutive weeks prior to the regular annual open seasons for hunting.Annual special parish closed seasons on game birds and game quadrupeds commence on the legaldate of the open season in each year. Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §115.  Wild birds and wild quadrupeds; adoption of seasons, bag and possession limits; rulesand regulations; penalties A.  The commission is hereby specifically authorized, directed, and empowered to fix, approve,and adopt seasons and bag and possession limits and to establish other rules and regulations for thehunting, taking, possession, or protection of any species or sex of wild quadrupeds and wild birds,in any specified locality or localities of the state.  Such rules and regulations shall have the full forceand effect of law to the same extent as statutory laws.  B.  The commission may at any time declare any season closed or otherwise restrict hunting asit deems advisable in the interest of wildlife management.  
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C.  The open season for taking migratory game birds and the bag limit and other rules andregulations affecting migratory game birds shall conform to federal regulations promulgated underthe treaty between the United States and Great Britain for a period of years in the case of certainspecies.  No person shall take, even at the time and in the manner specified and fixed by saiddepartment, or in the aggregate during the open season, a greater number of migratory game birdsthan specified under federal and state regulations. D.  Violation of any of the provisions of a rule or regulation adopted by the commission adoptedpursuant to the provisions of this Section constitutes a class two violation, except where a higherclass of violation is specified for a violation by some other provision of this Chapter.  Amended by Acts 1950, No. 317, §1; Acts 1952, No. 343, §1; Acts 1954, No. 355, §1; Acts 1990, No. 194,§2, eff. July 2, 1990; Acts 1954, No. 584, §1; Acts 1958, No. 454, §1; Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1977, No.207, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1985, No. 417, §1; Acts 1985, No. 562, §1; Acts1990, No. 194, §§1 and 2, eff. July 2, 1990; Acts 1992, No. 966, §1.  §116.  Wild birds and wild quadrupeds; special hunting seasonsA.  Repealed by Acts 1995, No. 1226, §2, eff. June 29, 1995.B.  The commission may establish special deer hunting seasons in one or more periods, separatefrom the regular open season established by the commission pursuant to R.S. 56:115, wherein deermay be hunted and taken with bow and arrow and crossbow.  The commission may establish thefollowing special deer hunting seasons:  (1) a bow and arrow only season, and (2) a bow and arrowand crossbow season.  The length of such special seasons and the area for hunting shall bedetermined by the commission.C.(1)  The commission may establish a special deer season for primitive firearms.  The takingof deer in such season shall be limited to persons who are licensed in accordance with the provisionsof R.S. 56:103(C)(2).  The commission shall adopt and promulgate rules and regulations governingsuch season, including the type and size of weapons used, licenses required, sex of deer to be hunted,and the areas included in the season.  The taking of deer during this season shall be limited to stillhunting and may be allowed in all or some areas of the state where deer hunting is now or shall inthe future be allowed.(2)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, during primitive firearms seasonany licensee may use a magnified scope on any weapon authorized for use during the primitivefirearms season.D.  The commission shall establish a special open deer hunting season for youth under eighteenyears of age.  The taking of deer in such a season shall be limited to a weekend prior to the openingweekend of the regular gun season in all of the applicable zones.  Both resident and nonresidentyouths may participate in this special season.  Any youth participating in the special youth huntingseason shall be accompanied by one adult eighteen years of age or older, but only the youth mayparticipate in the actual hunting.  If the accompanying adult is in possession of a valid huntinglicense, or a hunter safety certificate, or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety courseapproved by the department, a youth under sixteen years of age shall not be required to have any ofthese items.  However, if the accompanying adult is not in possession of any of these items, theyouth shall be required to have in his possession either a hunter safety certificate or proof ofsuccessful completion of a hunter safety course approved by the department.  A youth who is sixteenor seventeen shall have in his possession a basic hunting license and a big game licence as requiredby law.  The accompanying adult shall maintain visual and voice contact with the youth at all times.Acts 1992, No. 434, §1; Acts 1992, No. 579, §1; Acts 1992, No. 966, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1226, §§1, 2, eff.June 29, 1995; Acts 1999, No. 69, §1; Acts 1999, No. 255, §1; Acts 1999, No. 391, §1; Acts 2001, No. 27, §1;Acts 2004, No. 100, §1; Acts 2006, No. 775, §2; Acts 2008, No. 22, §1; Acts 2008, No. 51, §1, eff. June 5,2008.



R.S. 56:116.1

74 – House of Representatives Database Wildlife and FisheriesOctober, 2010

§116.1.  Wild birds and wild quadrupeds; times and methods of taking; penaltiesA.  Resident game birds, outlaw birds, game quadrupeds, and outlaw quadrupeds may be takenonly in accordance with all of the following:(1)  In the open season.(2)  With or without the aid of dogs, except on wildlife management areas and refuges ownedor leased by the department and in those areas of the state wherein the aid of dogs is specificallyprohibited by rules and regulations adopted by the commission.(3)  By a licensee.(4)  In accordance with the bag and possession limits set by the commission.(5)  From one-half hour before official sunrise to one-half hour after official sunset.(6)  With a bow and arrow, crossbow, or rifle, or a handgun, or falconry or a shotgun not largerthan a No. 10 gauge fired from the shoulder without a rest, except as otherwise provided in thisChapter.(7)  In accordance with rules and regulations adopted and promulgated by the commission.(8)  Use of a laser sight or sighting device which projects a beam of light to the target only bya person holding a physically challenged hunter permit, as authorized in R.S. 56:104.1, who has theimpairment of visual functioning even after treatment and/or standard refractive correction, and hasa visual acuity of equal to or less than 20/200 to light perception, or a visual field of less than tendegree from the point of fixation, as certified by a Louisiana licensed optometrist or ophthalmologist.Such hunter shall be accompanied by another licensed hunter and only the person holding thephysically challenged hunter permit may discharge the firearm.B.  No person shall do any of the following:(1)  Hunt or take game birds or wild quadrupeds from a moving land vehicle or aircraft.(2)  Hunt, shoot, or take, or attempt to hunt, shoot, or take, game birds or wild quadrupeds acrossa highway or road right of way, defined as from one side of a highway or road right of way to theother.(3)  Take or kill any game bird or wild quadruped with a firearm fitted with any device to deadenor silence the sound of the discharge thereof; or fitted with an infrared sight, laser sight or exceptas provided in Paragraph (A)(8) of this Section any sighting device which projects a beam of lightto the target or otherwise electronically illuminates the target, or device specifically designed toenhance vision at night; or with or by means of an automatic loading or hand operated repeatingshotgun capable of holding more than three shells.  Any shotgun capable of holding more than threeshells shall be plugged with a one-piece filler incapable of removal through the loading end, so asto reduce the capacity of the gun to not more than three shells at one loading.(4)  Except as provided in Paragraph (A)(8) of this Section, take or kill any game bird or wildquadruped with a bow or crossbow or other archery equipment, which is equipped with an infraredor laser sight or any sighting device which projects a beam of light to the target or otherwiseelectronically illuminates the target.(5)  Take or kill on any calendar day during the open season, or in the aggregate during the openseason, a greater number of migratory or resident game birds, protected birds, wild quadrupeds, orprotected quadrupeds than that set and specified in the rules and regulations of the commission.(6)  Possess at any time any wild game bird or wild game quadruped or part thereof; or disturbor destroy any nest, or egg, or young of any such wild quadruped or wild bird, except as otherwiseexpressly provided in this Chapter.



R.S. 56:116.1

Wildlife and Fisheries House of Representatives Database – 75October, 2010

(7)  Possess at any time any wild game bird or wild game quadruped in a manner contrary to anyof the provisions of R.S. 56:104 or R.S. 56:171 through 181 or any of the rules and regulationsadopted pursuant thereto.(8)  Have in his personal possession in the field between the place taken and the domicile of thepossessor more than the possession limit of game birds or wild quadrupeds, unless the game birdsor wild quadrupeds are tagged with a tag indicating the species, the date and place taken, licensenumber, and signature of the person who took the game birds or wild quadrupeds, indicatingcompliance with R.S. 56:115, 117, or 119 or any other provisions of this Chapter governingpossession of game birds or wild quadrupeds, and any rules and regulations promulgated pursuantthereto.(9)  Take or kill any wild quadruped behind a rail or other object driven or pulled by a vehicleor other device, which practice is commonly known as mashing weeds.(10)  Hunt with firearms of any type or with bows and arrows after one-half hour after officialsunset and before one-half hour before official sunrise; nor shall any person hunt with the aid of anyartificial light at any time.  This prohibition shall not affect night hunting of raccoons or opossumspursuant to Subsection C of this Section or of outlaw quadrupeds, nutria, or beaver pursuant toSubsection D of this Section.  This prohibition shall not apply to the ingress or egress by a hunterduring nondaylight hours with the aid of a handheld light.(11)  Hunt or take squirrels or rabbits at any time with a breach loaded rifle larger than astandard .22 caliber rimfire, or a muzzle loaded rifle larger than .36 caliber.  Nothing herein shallpreclude the use of a shotgun or pistol.(12)  Intentionally feed, deposit, place, distribute, expose, scatter, or cause to be fed, deposited,placed, distributed, exposed, or scattered, raw sweet potatoes to wild game quadrupeds.C.(1)  No person shall take or hunt furbearing animals at night with artificial light.  It shall belawful, however, for one or more licensed hunters with one or more dogs to hunt raccoons oropossums at night with lights, and to carry on such hunts for the purpose of taking raccoons oropossums not more than one standard .22 caliber rimfire firearm and to use single ball rimfireammunition.(2)(a)  Farmers and landowners may hunt raccoons or opossums as provided by law with a .22caliber rimfire rifle when the animals are found destroying crops of corn, sweet potatoes,watermelons, pecans, and other crops, with no bag limit any time of the year.(b)  Squirrels found destroying crops of pecans may be taken year-round by permit, which shallbe valid thirty days from date of issuance.  The permittee who is authorized to take squirrel may usea shotgun no larger than a 12 gauge and no smaller than a .410 gauge.  The permittee shall delineateand the permit shall indicate the specific area in which this permit shall be valid.  This permit shallbe issued only by the department during normal working hours and may be obtained in person at theBaton Rouge office, at a district headquarters office, or at any other location designated by thedepartment.  There is no fee charged for the issuance of this permit.(c)  Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (6) of this Subsection, any opossums, racoons,nutria, or beaver that are found destroying crawfish in a private pond primarily used for the purposeof commercially cultivating crawfish or destroying the structure of such pond may be taken asprovided by law with a .22 caliber rimfire rifle by the crawfish farmer or landowner from a boat orvehicle with no bag limit any time of the year during daytime or nighttime hours.(3)  There shall be no bag limit on raccoon or opossum hunting during the open trapping season;however, the commission shall establish a bag limit for such hunting during that period of the yearwhen the trapping season is closed.  No one shall pelt or sell the skins or carcasses of raccoons andopossums taken during the open trapping season unless he is the holder of a valid trapper's license,
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which shall be required in addition to his basic hunting license.  However, carcasses of raccoons andopossums taken on the last day of trapping season may be pelted or sold on the day immediatelyfollowing the close of the season.(4)  It shall be legal for a licensed hunter to take raccoon or opossum during daylight hoursduring the open rabbit season.(5)  No person shall take or hunt raccoons or opossums from a boat or vehicle.(6)  The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may adopt and promulgate rules and regulations thatprovide for the recreational taking of nutria.  Such rules and regulations shall provide for the openseason, methods of taking, hours for taking, and the bag and possession limits.  Such rules andregulations shall in no way authorize the taking of nutria on privately owned land without theexpress permission of the landowner and shall prohibit the sale of nutria skins or carcasses exceptby the holder of a valid trapping license or by a licensed fur buyer or fur dealer.D.(1)  Outlaw quadrupeds, nutria, or beaver may be taken at any time of year from one-half hourbefore official sunrise to one-half hour after official sunset, without limit as to number, except bytrapping during the closed season for nongame quadrupeds, except that trapping shall be used onlyunder special permit issued by the department.(2)  On private property, the landowner, or his lessee or agent with written permission and thelandowner's contact information in his possession, may take outlaw quadrupeds, nutria, or beaverduring nighttime hours from one-half hour after official sunset on the last day of February to one-halfhour after official sunset the last day of August of that same year.  The method of such taking shallbe limited to a shotgun not larger than a No. 10 gauge fired with buckshot or smaller or a standard.22 caliber rimfire firearm and may be with or without the aid of artificial light, infrared or lasersighting devices, or night vision devices.E.  Bowhunters may carry on their person, while hunting with a bow, a pistol no larger than a.22 caliber with snake shot or rat shot ammunition for the purposes of killing snakes and rats.F.  Each taking of a migratory or resident game bird, protected bird, game quadruped, orprotected quadruped in excess of the limit as set and specified in the rules and regulations of theLouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and each taking of such a migratory or resident gamebird, protected bird, game quadruped, or protected quadruped in the closed season, constitutes aseparate offense under the provisions of this Subpart.G.  Except where expressly stated to the contrary, the provisions of this Section shall apply tothe taking or possession of deer, bear, and turkey.  Where a specific prohibition and penalty relatingto the taking or possession of deer, bear, or turkey has been provided in R.S. 56:116.3 or 116.4, theprovisions of R.S. 56:116.3 or 116.4, as applicable, shall govern.H.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section shall constitute a class three violation.Acts 1992, No. 94, §1; Acts 1992, No. 857, §1; Acts 1992, No. 966, §1; Acts 1993, No. 82, §1; Acts 1995,No. 156, §1; Acts 1995, No. 453, §1; Acts 1996, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 84, §2; Acts 1999, No. 165, §1; Acts 1999,No. 469, §1; Acts 2001, No. 226, §1; Acts 2009, No. 55, §1; Acts 2009, No. 208, §1; Acts 2009, No. 322, §1;Acts 2010, No. 29, §1; Acts 2010, No. 254, §1, eff. June 17, 2010.§116.2.  Wild birds and wild quadrupeds; sales, purchases of parts prohibited; exceptions A.(1)  No person shall sell, or offer to sell, or purchase, any game quadruped, or any part orportion thereof, wild bird, or the plumage, aigrettes, skin, or body thereof, except as provided in R.S.56:171 through 181 and except as provided in Subsection B of this Section.  Each sale or offer tosell or purchase, of each game quadruped or wild bird, or any part or portion thereof, constitutes aseparate offense under the provisions of this Subsection.  



R.S. 56:116.3

Wildlife and Fisheries House of Representatives Database – 77October, 2010

(2)  Violation of the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, except for the sale ofsquirrels or wild rabbits or their parts, constitutes a class 5-A violation.  If a violation of Paragraph(1) involves the sale or purchase of squirrels or wild rabbits, or parts or portions thereof, the penaltyimposed shall be a class three violation.  B.  The provisions of Subsection A of this Section shall not prevent the sale of tails or hides, orboth, of legally taken squirrels or the sale of hides of legally taken deer to licensed fur buyers andlicensed fur dealers, provided that the sale of any such tails or hides is made within ten days of theclose of the squirrel or deer hunting season, as appplicable.  Fur buyers shall dispose of any suchtails or hides within thirty days of the close of the squirrel or deer hunting season, as applicable.Any fur dealer having such tails or hides in his possession after the close of the squirrel or deerhunting season, as applicable, shall file with the department within thirty days of the close of saidseason, and at sixty-day intervals thereafter, a complete report, under oath, on forms procured fromthe department.  The report shall contain the name and address of all persons from whom the tailsor hides were purchased and the place and date of purchase.  Violation of the provisions of thisSubsection constitutes a class three violation.Acts 1992, No. 966, §1.§116.3.  Special provisions applicable to deer and bear; times and methods of taking; penaltiesA.(1)  No person shall do any of the following:(a)  Hunt or shoot a deer or bear at any time with a firearm smaller than a .22 caliber centerfire,or a shotgun using a shell loaded with shot less than buckshot or rifled slug, or a bow with less thanthirty pounds of pull, or other than arrows with broadhead points.(b)  Hunt or shoot deer while on a highway or road right of way, or stand, loiter, hunt, or shootgame quadrupeds or game birds while on a highway or road right of way that is maintained by thefederal government, the state government, the state, or any parish, with a gun during open season.(c)  Take deer while deer are swimming or while the hunter is in a boat with motor attached inoperating position; however, the restrictions in this Paragraph shall not apply to any person who haslost one or more limbs.(d)  Take or possess spotted fawn or parts thereof, except in accordance with the provisions ofR.S. 56:105(A) and 171(A).(2)  Violation of any of the provisions of this Subsection, except Paragraph (1)(d), constitutesa class two violation.  Violation of the provisions of Paragraph (1)(d) constitutes a class 5-Aviolation.B.  A licensee having a disability which totally and permanently prevents his using a long bowor other conventional archery equipment, as first certified by a medical doctor duly licensed topractice medicine in this state, and having an approved permit from the department, shall bepermitted to take legal deer with a crossbow or a bow that is drawn, held, and released bymechanical means, and the taking of deer with a crossbow or a bow that is drawn, held, and releasedby mechanical means shall be permitted in the season in which deer may be taken by rifle, or ahandgun, or a shotgun not larger than a No. 10 gauge, as well as in the special deer hunting seasonprovided in R.S. 56:116.  Magnified scopes may be used with crossbows.C.(1)  No person shall possess any of the following:(a)  Illegally taken deer or bear.(b)  Freshly killed deer or bear in the closed season.(2)  Violation of any of the provisions of this Subsection constitutes a class four violation.
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D.  No person shall hunt or take illegal deer or bear in the open season.  Violation of thisSubsection constitutes a class 5-A violation.E.  No person shall hunt or take deer or bear in the closed season.  Violation of this Subsectionconstitutes a class six violation.F.  No person shall hunt or take deer from one-half hour after official sunset to one-half hourbefore official sunrise.  Violation of this Subsection constitutes a class six violation and, in addition,the violator may lose all hunting privileges for a period of not more than five years.G.  Except in wildlife management areas, a leashed dog may be used to trail and retrievewounded or unrecovered deer during legal hunting hours.  Any dog used to trail or retrieve woundedor unrecovered deer shall have on a collar with the owner's name, address, and phone number.  Inaddition, a leashed dog may be used to trail and retrieve unrecovered deer after legal hunting hours;however, no person accompanying a dog after legal hunting hours may carry a firearm of any sort.Acts 1992, No. 966, §1; Acts 1993, No. 239, §1; Acts 1999, No. 255, §1; Acts 2001, No. 1210, §1; Acts2006, No. 775, §1.§116.4.  Special provisions applicable to turkey; times and methods of taking; penaltiesA.(1)  Wild turkey may be taken only with a bow and arrow, crossbow, or a shotgun not largerthan a No. 10 gauge fired from the shoulder without a rest, and by no other means whatsoever.(2)  No person shall hunt or take turkey by the use or aid of recorded or electrically amplifiedbird calls or sounds, or recorded or electrically amplified imitations of bird calls or sounds.(3)  No person shall hunt, trap, or take turkey by the aid of baiting, or on or over any baited area.As used in this Subsection, "baiting" shall mean the placing, exposing, depositing, distributing, orscattering of shelled, shucked, or unshucked corn, wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed so as toconstitute for such birds a lure, attraction, or enticement to, on, or over any areas where hunters areattempting to take them; and "baited area" means any area where shelled, shucked, or unshuckedcorn, wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed whatsoever capable of luring, attracting, or enticingsuch birds is directly or indirectly placed, exposed, deposited, distributed, or scattered; and such areashall remain a baited area for fifteen days following complete removal of all such corn, wheat orother grain, salt, or other feed.  Wildlife agents shall be authorized to close such baited area and toplace a sign or signs in the immediate vicinity designating the closed zone and dates of closure.However, nothing in this Paragraph shall prohibit:(a)  The taking of turkey, on or over standing crops, grain crops properly shucked on the fieldwhere grown, or grains found scattered solely as the result of normal agriculture planting orharvesting; and(b)  The taking of turkey, on or over any lands where shelled, shucked, or unshucked corn, wheator other grain, salt, or other feed has been distributed or scattered as the result of bona fideagricultural operations or procedures, or as a result of manipulation of a crop or other feed on theland where grown for wildlife management purposes; however, manipulation for wildlifemanagement purposes shall not include the distributing or scattering of grain or other feed once ithas been removed from or stored on the field where grown.(c)  The taking of turkey when the person is more than two hundred yards from a baited area.(4)  Violation of the provisions of this Subsection constitutes a class three violation.B.(1)  No person shall possess any of the following:(a)  An illegally taken turkey.
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(b)  A freshly-killed turkey in the closed season.(2) Violation of any of the provisions of this Subsection constitutes a class four violation.C.(1) No person shall hunt or take any of the following:(a)  Turkeys from one-half hour after official sunset to one-half hour before official sunrise.(b)  Illegal turkeys in the open season.(2) Violation of any of the provisions of this Subsection constitutes a class 5-A violation.D. No person shall hunt or take turkeys in the closed season.  Violation of this Subsectionconstitutes a class six violation.Acts 1992, No. 966, §1; Acts 2006, No. 109, §1; Acts 2009, No. 55, §1.§116.5.  Computer-assisted remote hunting prohibited; penaltiesA.  It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in computer-assisted remote hunting or provideor operate a facility or provide services that allow others to engage in computer-assisted remotehunting. No person shall take, possess, or assist in the taking of any animal by means of computer-assisted remote hunting, regardless of the location of the animal.B.  For purposes of this Section "computer-assisted remote hunting" means the use of a computeror other device, equipment, or software to remotely control the aiming and discharging of a firearmor weapon that allows a person not physically present at the location of that firearm or other weaponto hunt or shoot an animal.C.  Any person who violates any provision of this Section is guilty of a class six violation.Acts 2006, No. 745, §1.§117.  Possession limits; game birds; transportation of game birds; tags A.  A licensee may have in his personal possession anywhere during the open season the kindsof migratory and resident game birds permitted by law or commission regulation to be taken.However, no one person shall have in his possession at any one time or anywhere more than thenumber of such game birds which he may be lawfully entitled to take in two days.  Such fact is primafacie evidence of violation of this Chapter.  No licensee shall transport, cause to be transported,attempt to transport, or tender or deliver for transportation to another person or any agent thereof,nor shall any of them accept for transportation or transport any game birds beyond the limits of thestate without a special permit issued by the secretary.  However, a nonresident licensee may takewith him beyond the limits of the state, tagged as provided for in this Section, an aggregate of nomore of any kind of such game birds than the licensee may lawfully take in two days.  No commoncarrier or agent thereof shall receive for transportation or transport any migratory or resident gamebirds unless the same or the package, container, or receptacle, open or closed, containing the gamebirds, has thereon or attached thereto a tag or tags having the actual signature and license numberof the licensee who took the same, the number and species of the birds, the date and place taken, thename of the consignor and of the consignee, and the initial points of shipment and ultimatedestination.  B.  No person shall attach to any such game bird, or to any package, container, or receptaclecontaining it, a tag which to his knowledge is false in the statement of any particulars in this sectionrequired to be set forth thereon, nor have in his possession any such game birds or any such packageto which is attached any tag which to his knowledge is false in any of the particulars aforesaid.  Noperson shall tender or deliver to another person for transportation within or beyond the borders of
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this state any migratory or resident game birds to which, or to the package, container, or receptaclewhich contains the same, there is attached a tag as aforesaid, which to the knowledge of that personis false in any of the particulars in this section required to be stated thereon.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §118.  Migratory game bird violationsA.  The hunting of migratory birds has long been a source of recreation and tourism in the stateof Louisiana.  The provisions of this Section are enacted in order to enhance the efforts of theDepartment  of Wildlife and Fisheries to promote the wildlife laws of the state, to aid in theapprehension and prosecution of violators of the state's wildlife laws, to promote public interest andinvolvement in the prevention of violations of the wildlife laws, and to increase the efficiency ofefforts to protect and preserve one of the state's most valuable assets.  This Section is also enactedto create an effective and expedient system to handle violations, prosecutions, and adjudications ofviolations of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1972, as amended.B.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any violation of the MigratoryBird Treaty Act of 1972, as amended, shall be a violation of the provisions of this Section and shallbe enforced as such.C.  Except for failure to sign a federal duck stamp and failure to possess a valid federal duckstamp, any violation of the provisions of this Section shall constitute a class four violation and shallbe enforced according to the provisions of R.S. 56:34.  The penalty for failure to possess a federalduck stamp or for failure to sign a federal duck stamp shall constitute a class two violation and shallbe enforced according to the provisions of R.S. 56:32.D. Of the revenues received through the collection of fines imposed for violations of thisSection, after deposit in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, an amount equal to fifty percentshall be credited to the conservation fund to be used solely for costs associated with the salaries andrelated benefits of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries enforcement agents and the purchaseof equipment needed by such agents.  The remaining fifty percent of the revenues received throughthe collection of fines imposed for violations of this Section shall be deposited in the criminal courtfund of the parish in which the violation occurred.Acts 1999, No. 154, §1.§119.  Possession of game birds after close of open season Except as provided in R.S. 56:171 through R.S. 56:181 and except as to live wild birds keptunder permit issued by the secretary, no person shall possess in any year any migratory or residentgame bird permitted hereby to be taken or possessed in the open season or have in his possession atany time any other kind of wild bird protected hereby.  The legal possession limits of resident gamebirds and game quadrupeds may be possessed during the closed season, if they have been legallytaken during open season.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §120.  Storage of game birds or quadrupeds; tags A.  No person operating a warehouse or cold storage plant shall receive or keep in storage, withor without compensation, for any person other than a licensee, any migratory or resident game birdor game quadruped, except as permitted by R.S. 56:171 through 56:181 and then only if tagged asprovided in R.S. 56:117 and only if also there is written or stamped on such tag the true date the itemwas received in storage. 
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B.  A report, upon forms furnished by the department, shall be made ten days after the close ofeach season of wild game birds and wild game quadrupeds in storage, giving the name and addressof persons storing same, the quantity stored, and date of storage.  These records shall be open at alltimes for inspection by representatives of the department.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §121.  Traps, cages, etc., for taking wild birds; confiscation; exception for destructiveblackbirds A.  Except as otherwise provided in this Section or under special license granted in pursuanceof R.S. 56:104, no person shall at any time use or set a trap, cage, snare, net, or device for thepurpose of taking wild birds.  Wildlife agents and other officers empowered to enforce the provisionsof this Subpart may confiscate and destroy all traps, nets, snares, and other devices which they mayfind set or being used for the purpose of taking wild birds, and may liberate any wild birds foundpossessed contrary to the provisions of this Subpart.  B.  Blackbirds which become destructive of crops on private property may be trapped anddestroyed by the property owner or by another person with the permission of the property owner. C.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class three violation.  Acts 1988, No. 806, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992.§121.1.  Traps; wild quadrupeds A.  No person shall at any time use a hook or set a trap with teeth, for the purpose of taking wildquadrupeds, except that alligators may be taken with the aid of hook and line.  B.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 186, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June29, 1992.  §122.  Carrier pigeons, killing or catching when banded prohibited; penalty No person, other than the owner or his authorized representative, shall kill, wound, catch, or holdin possession, living or dead, a racing (homing, or carrier) pigeon, which has on its legs a seamlessmetal band bearing a name, letter, or number.  Whoever violates this Section shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than onehundred dollars, or imprisoned for not less than ten days nor more than thirty days, or both.  §§123, 124.  Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 966, §2.§124.1.  Dogs; regulation of; police juries The police juries of the respective parishes may adopt ordinances to regulate, restrict or prohibitthe running at large of dogs in the woods.  This authority may be exercised by the police jurywhenever, in the opinion of the police jury, such regulation, restriction or prohibition is necessaryfor the protection of wildlife.  Added by Acts 1955, No. 135, §2.  §125.  Possession of game quadrupeds; tags; deer carcasses A.  A licensee may have in his personal possession anywhere during the open season the numberof game quadrupeds permitted by this Subpart to be taken or possessed by him; but should he have
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in his personal possession at any time or anywhere more than the possession limit of such gamequadrupeds, that fact is prima facie evidence of the violation of the provisions of this Subpart unlesseach such game quadruped in excess of the possession limit is tagged showing the species of gamequadruped, the actual signature and license number of the licensee who took the same, and the dateand place taken. B.  Positive evidence of sex identification, including the head, shall remain on any deer takenor killed within the state of Louisiana, or on all turkey taken or killed during any special gobblerseason when killing of turkey hens is prohibited, so long as such deer or turkey is kept in camp orfield, or is in route to the domicile of its possessor, or until such deer or turkey has been stored atthe domicile of its possessor or divided at a cold storage facility and has thus become identifiableas food rather than as wild game.  Deer and turkey may be divided in camp or field but, in the eventof such division, each portion shall be identified by the name, address, and license number of theperson killing it and the sex of the animal; however, it is not necessary to affix the license numberas required above to portions cut from the carcass immediately prior to being consumed in camp. Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1977, No. 197, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.  §126.  Repealed by Acts 1952, No. 127, §21.§127.  Confiscation of illegal traps or snares and quadrupeds taken thereby Every officer authorized to enforce the provisions of this Sub-part shall immediately confiscateand hold for evidence any trap, snare, explosive, gun, or other material evidence found by him placedor set contrary to the provisions of this Sub-part, and confiscate and hold for evidence allquadrupeds, the pelts, skins, and parts thereof found by him to have been taken or possessed contraryto the provisions of this Sub-part, and hold the same subject to disposition by general or special orderof the director.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  §128.  Falconry Rules, regulations, and issuance of permits affecting the sport of falconry within the state shallbe as designated and administered by the department and shall at least conform to the minimumfederal falconry standards as prescribed by the United States Department of the Interior, Fish andWildlife Service.  A current basic hunting license or permit shall be required to practice the sportof falconry.  No falconry permit shall be issued to any applicant under sixteen years of age.  Acts 1992, No. 966, §1.  §§129 to 135.  Repealed by Acts 1958, No. 133, §2.§136.  Jurisdiction where offense committed in river between two parishes or in Gulf ofMexico If any offense is alleged to have been committed in a river dividing two parishes, any court ineither parish has territorial jurisdiction if otherwise competent as herein provided; if committed inany lake, bay, inlet, or other body of water bound by more than one parish, any court in any parishbordering on such waters has territorial jurisdiction if otherwise competent as herein provided.  If any offense is alleged to have been committed in the Gulf of Mexico within the waters of thestate, any court in any parish bordering on the Gulf has territorial jurisdiction if otherwise competentas provided herein.
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§§137, 138.  Repealed by Acts 1958, No. 133, §2.§139.  Criminal penalty A.  Whoever violates any of the provisions of this Subpart, where no fine or imprisonment hasbeen otherwise specifically provided, shall be guilty of a class one violation.  For the third offense,the license under which said violation occurred shall be revoked and shall not be reinstated at anytime during the period for which it has been issued and for one year thereafter.  The jail sentencesherein provided shall be mandatory except for the first and second offenses, which shall be at thediscretion of the court, and no sentence or fine shall be suspended for any cause or reason whatever,nor shall any diminution of any sentence be granted or allowed for good behavior or otherwise.  B.  Upon conviction for any offense for which a penalty is provided by Subsection (A) hereofor by any other provision of this Subpart, and in addition to such penalty, the court may suspend orrevoke the offender's hunting and/or fishing license and any or all privileges to hunt or to fish in thisstate that may be granted under any law or color of law whenever, in the judgment of the court, thecircumstances warrant suspension or revocation, and in such case the suspension or revocation shallbe for a period not to exceed the period for which the license was issued plus one year thereafter.Amended by Acts 1958, No. 133, §1; Acts 1970, No. 339, §1; Acts 1993, No. 188, §1.  §140.  Foxes; bobcats A.  It shall be unlawful to trap or kill foxes by use of any firearm or other weapon, device, orpoison at any time, except that foxes may be included in the open season for taking nongamequadrupeds provided by R.S. 56:260.  In such event foxes may be taken by any legal means unlessotherwise restricted by law or regulation.B.  It shall not be unlawful for any person to allow his dogs to run or chase foxes or bobcats atany time of the year, except on wildlife management areas and wildlife refuges and except from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset in any area of the state where a still huntingseason for deer is in progress as established by rules and regulations of the commission, providedno such person shall take, trap, or kill any fox or bobcat by the use of firearm, or any other weapon,trap, or mechanical device in connection therewith.C.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Amended by Acts 1977, No. 344, §2; Acts 1978, No. 446, §2; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528,§1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 2003, No. 1248, §1.§141.  Training of dogs during closed season; taking of certain pen-raised birds for thepurposes of field trials and hunting dog training A.  It shall be legal for hunters, dog trainers, or dog handlers to train their dogs, any breed orspecies, during the closed season.  During such training sessions, said trainer or handler may carryhandguns and may discharge only blank ammunition, but cannot take or kill game quadrupeds orgame birds of any type or kind, except raccoons.  This Section shall not apply in any manner toraccoon hunters who may pursue their sport at any time, nor to persons taking pen-raised quail orpen-raised mallards under the provisions of Subsections B and C hereof.  B.  The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is hereby empowered to authorize bypermit the taking of pen-raised quail or pen-raised mallards during other than the open season forhunting for the purpose of field trials, upon application of any recognized field trial association.  Inorder to obtain a permit to take pen-raised quail or pen-raised mallards as authorized by theprovisions of this Subsection, applicants therefor must be recognized field trial associations.
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Applicants shall apply to the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for the permit and thedepartment may then issue the permit subject to rules and regulations as it may deem necessary toprotect the wildlife of the state.  C.  The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is hereby empowered to authorize bypermit the taking of pen-raised quail or pen-raised mallards during other than the open season forhunting for the purpose of training hunting dogs.  Applicants shall apply to the LouisianaDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries for the permit and the department may then issue the permitsubject to rules and regulations as it may deem necessary to protect the wildlife of the state.  Added by Acts 1958, No. 453, §1.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 307, §1; Acts 1977, No. 344, §3; Acts 1981,No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 1988, No. 615, §1.  §142.  Catahoula lake area; operation of mud boats for purpose of hunting or fishingprohibited A.  The operation in the area of Catahoula Lake north and west of the Little River line of power-driven air boats for the purpose of fishing or hunting, and particularly for the hunting of wild geeseand ducks, and for the purpose of constructing duck blinds on the Catahoula Lake is herebyprohibited.  B.  Violation of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class two violation.  C.  The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission or its agents shall enforce the provisions of thisSection. Added by Acts 1960, No. 292, §§1 to 3.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1993, No. 242, §1.  §143.  "Hunter orange" display by hunters with gunsA.  Any person hunting any wildlife during the open gun deer hunting season and possessingbuckshot, slugs, a muzzleloader, or a centerfire rifle shall display on his head, chest, or back a totalof not less than four hundred square inches of material of a daylight fluorescent orange color knownas "hunter orange".  Persons hunting on privately owned, legally posted land may wear a cap or ahat that is completely covered with hunter orange material in lieu of the foregoing requirement todisplay four hundred square inches of hunter orange.  These provisions shall not apply to personshunting deer from elevated stands on property which is privately owned and legally posted, or toarchery deer hunters hunting on legally posted land where firearm hunting is not permitted byagreement of the owner or lessee.B.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class one violation.Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 741, §1, eff. Oct. 1, 1993; Acts 1993, No. 64,§1; Acts 2008, No. 36, §1.§144. Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 188, §2.
SUBPART A-1.  LOUISIANA DUCK LICENSE,STAMP, AND PRINT PROGRAM§151.  PurposeThe hunting of migratory waterfowl has long been a source of recreation and tourism inLouisiana.  In order to protect and preserve this most valuable asset, the Louisiana Duck License,Stamp, and Print Program is created as a means of funding approved projects through sale of a
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migratory waterfowl license, hereinafter known as the "duck license", and sale of duck stamps andprints.Acts 1988, No. 632, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 392, §1; Acts 2001, No. 270, §1.§152.  Repealed by Acts 2010, No. 100, §2.§153.  Design, marketing, and sale of duck stamps and printsThe department shall provide by regulation for the annual creation of duck stamps and duckstamp prints, the manner of selection of an artist and the manner of reproduction, distribution,marketing and sale of such stamps and prints.  Purchase of such stamps and prints shall not authorizethe purchaser to hunt, take, possess, or transport ducks in the state of Louisiana.  The secretary ishereby authorized to sell such stamps and prints by the method he deems to be most beneficial to thedepartment, including public or private auction or direct sale to an individual, group, or organization.The cost for a resident duck stamp shall be five dollars and fifty cents and the cost for a nonresidentduck stamp shall be twenty-five dollars.  The department shall retain exclusive ownership andproduction rights to the design for reproduction of duck stamps and prints to sell to hunters,collectors, and other interested persons.  Upon completion of this process, the original artwork shallbe returned to the artist.Acts 1988, No. 632, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1988, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 12, §1, eff. Oct. 27, 1988; Acts1992, No. 858, §1; Acts 2001, No. 270, §1; Acts 2010, No. 100, §1.§154.  Repealed by Acts 2010, No. 100, §2.§155.  Louisiana Duck License, Stamp, and Print Fund; purposesA.  Funds received by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries pursuant to the sale of ducklicenses, stamps, and prints shall be placed in the Louisiana Duck License, Stamp, and Print Fundas provided by R.S. 56:10(B).B.  Subject to appropriation, the monies in the Louisiana Duck License, Stamp, and Print Fundshall be used:(1)  To acquire lands in Louisiana which have the primary and direct purpose of conserving,restoring, and enhancing migratory waterfowl habitat.(2)  To carry out migratory waterfowl habitat restoration and enhancement projects on landsunder the jurisdiction of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(3)  To fulfill the purposes of Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Subsection, when feasible and whenin coastal areas, in a manner which will contribute to the protection of the coastal areas of the statefrom deterioration and which will enhance the productivity of the coastal marshes.(4)  To acquire lands for wildlife and game management.C.  Subject to appropriation, the monies in the Louisiana Duck License, Stamp, and Print Fundmay be used:(1)  To make grants, not to exceed ten percent of the program revenues, to the North AmericanWaterfowl Habitat Conservation Plan for the purpose of acquiring, developing, or maintainingmigratory waterfowl areas within Louisiana.(2)  To cover the administrative costs associated with the implementation of the Louisiana DuckLicense, Stamp, and Print Program, not to exceed five percent of the program revenues.Acts 1988, No. 632, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 2001, No. 270, §1.
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§156.  Reciprocal agreementsThe department may negotiate a reciprocal agreement with any state that shares a commonboundary with Louisiana if the neighboring state has a similar duck license requirement and fee.  Theagreement may permit a resident of the state with which the agreement is made to hunt migratorywaterfowl in this state without a Louisiana duck license if the person possesses a waterfowl stampissued by the other state.Acts 1988, No. 632, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 2001, No. 270, §1.§157.  PenaltiesWhoever violates the provisions of this Subpart shall be subject to a class one violation.Acts 1988, No. 632, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 2001, No. 270, §1.
SUBPART A-2.  LOUISIANA WILD TURKEY STAMP PROGRAM

§§161 - 163.  Repealed by Acts 2010, No. 100, §2.
SUBPART A-2.  LOUISIANA WILD TURKEY FUND

§164.  Louisiana Wild Turkey Fund; purposesA.  Funds received by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries pursuant to the sale of wildturkey licenses shall be placed in the Louisiana Wild Turkey Fund as provided by R.S. 56:10(B).B.  Subject to appropriation, the monies in the Louisiana Wild Turkey Fund shall be used:(1)  To acquire lands in Louisiana which have the primary and direct purpose of conserving,restoring, and enhancing wild turkey habitat.(2)  To carry out wild turkey habitat restoration and enhancement projects on lands under thejurisdiction of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(3)  To acquire lands that are suitable for wild turkeys and wild turkey management.Acts 1995, No. 225, §1; Acts 2010, No. 100, §1.§165.  Reciprocal agreementsThe department may negotiate a reciprocal agreement with any state that shares a commonboundary with Louisiana if the neighboring state has a similar wild turkey stamp or licenserequirement and fee.  The agreement may permit a resident of the state with which the agreementis made to hunt wild turkey in this state without a Louisiana wild turkey license if the personpossesses a wild turkey stamp or license issued by the other state.Acts 1995, No. 225, §1; Acts 2010, No. 100, §1.§166.  PenaltiesViolation of the provisions of this Subpart shall constitute a class one violation.Acts 1995, No. 225, §1.
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SUBPART B.  BREEDING AND PROPAGATION OFWILD BIRDS AND WILD QUADRUPEDS
§171.  Wildlife; business of raising and selling; breeder's license A.  Whoever desires to engage in raising, selling, or raising and selling domestic white-taileddeer or other domesticated deer native to North America; squirrels, rabbits, or other wild gamequadrupeds; pheasants, quail, doves, or other domesticated wild game birds; domesticated wildwaterfowl, resident or migratory; or their parts, on breeding farms or propagating preserves of whichhe is the owner or lessee, shall apply to the secretary for a license to do so.  Provided thatcommission requirements have been satisfied, including payment of a fee of twenty-five dollars, alicense shall be issued permitting the applicant to breed and propagate such animals and sell themalive, or in the case of domesticated wild game birds, to sell their parts and to kill and transport themand sell their carcasses for food, as hereinafter provided in this Subpart. B.  The state license expires at midnight on the last day of each December.  C.  In the case of a breeder of wild migratory game and other birds, the applicant shall havereceived a like license from the federal government under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  D.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class two violation.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 1986, No. 520, §1; Acts 1991, No. 110,§2; Acts 1992, No. 41, §2; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992.  §172.  Killing of birds or animals; sale; trapping regulations; exporting live specimens A.  Any licensee may kill or sell such animals or birds provided for in this Subpart at any time,except that domesticated species of wild game birds or wild waterfowl, killed by shooting, shall notbe bought, sold or traded under the provisions of this Subpart.  B.  Wild nongame quadrupeds raised on such licensed breeding farms or preserves may be takenfor their pelts only in the open seasons, as prescribed by law.  Special parish closed seasons do notapply to such licensed breeders or propagators.  The tax, as fixed by law, shall be paid before the rawpelts are shipped out of the state and a written affidavit as to the number and kinds shipped out ofthe state shall be furnished the secretary monthly during the open season on such quadrupeds.  C.  Any licensed breeder, after receiving a shipping permit furnished by the department onapplication, may ship live specimens outside the state for breeding, scientific, or educationalpurposes. D.  Any licensed breeder may possess or sell such animals or birds for food as hereinafter setforth in this Subpart.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §173.  Transportation of birds or animals killed; tags; sale of carcass A.  No such animal or bird provided for in this Subpart killed as aforesaid and intended for saleshall be shipped, transported, sold, or offered for sale unless each quarter and each loin of eachcarcass of the animal and the carcass of each bird, or each consignment of feathers, is tagged withan indestructible tag or seal, to be furnished by the department at cost.  The quarters, loins, andcarcasses, when tagged as aforesaid, may be possessed, sold, or offered for sale at any time.  B.  No person shall sell any portion of or sell the carcass of such animal or bird which shall notat all times have affixed thereto the tag or seal.  However, the keeper of a hotel, restaurant,boardinghouse or club, or a retail dealer in meat, may sell portions of a quarter or loin of any such
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domesticated pheasant, quail, duck, goose or other domesticated wild game bird or domesticatedwild waterfowl, tagged or sealed as aforesaid, to a patron or a customer for actual consumption,without a license being required.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §174.  Shipment of carcasses or parts thereof; tag or label Any common carrier may receive and transport carcasses of such animals or birds, or partsthereof.  However, to every package containing such carcasses or parts thereof shall be affixed a tagor label, upon which shall be plainly printed or written the name and license number of the personto whom the breeder's license was issued who is thus transporting; the number of carcasses orportions thereof contained therein; and a statement that the animals or birds were killed and taggedin accordance with the provisions of this Sub-part.§175.  License for sale of birds killed and tagged A.  No person shall sell or offer for sale any birds killed and tagged as herein provided withoutfirst obtaining a license to do so from the secretary, and then only if the breeder's tags or seals remainaffixed as aforesaid until the portions or carcasses of the birds have been wholly consumed.  B.  No person shall sell any portion of such birds provided for in this Subpart which does notat the time have affixed thereto the tag or seal.  However, the keeper of a hotel, restaurant,boardinghouse, or club, or a retail dealer in meat, may sell portions of the carcasses of such birds sotagged or sealed to a patron or customer for actual consumption without a license being required.Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1991, No. 110, §2.  §176.  Report of birds or animals killed and sold On or before April 15 in each year every licensee shall make a report to the secretary coveringthe period from October 1 to March 31.  The report shall state the total number of each such animalor bird provided for in this Subpart, or the parts thereof, killed, sold, or transported, under theprovisions of this Subpart.  A second report shall be made on or before October 15 of each yearcovering the period from April 1 to September 30.  The reports shall set forth the name of the personto whom the animals or birds were sold or transported and shall be verified by the affidavit of thelicensed breeder, or if the license was issued to a corporation, by an officer thereof.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §177.  Fencing farms or preserves Any farm or preserve used for breeding of deer pursuant to this Subpart shall be surrounded bya fence of a height of not less than seven feet of wire or other material of a pattern to be approvedby the secretary.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1992, No. 41, §2.  §178.  Ownership of birds and animals on fenced breeding area; trespass Whoever under the authority of this Sub-part has in his lawful possession on such posted orfenced breeding area any such animal or bird or parts thereof shall have a property right therein andshall be the owner thereof.  Whoever enters the game farm or preserve or catches, takes, or molestssuch animals or birds when the area has been posted or fenced according to law shall be punishedas though the animals or birds were ordinary domestic animals and birds subject to the commonproperty rights of the state. 
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§179.  Repealed by Acts 1974, No. 717, §4.§180.  Revocation of license The secretary may revoke the license of any person violating any provision of this Subpart, andthereafter no similar license shall be issued to that person.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §181.  Penalty for violation of Sub-part Whoever violates any provision of this Sub-part for which a punishment has not otherwise beenprovided shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, orimprisoned for not more than thirty days, or both.
SUBPART C.  LOUISIANA ACRES FOR WILDLIFE 

§191.  Title The cooperative environmental action program to save wildlife cover and provide abundantgame for future generations mandated by this Subpart shall be known as "Louisiana Acres forWildlife." Added by Acts 1979, No. 481, §1.  §192.  Purpose The purpose of Louisiana Acres for Wildlife is to supplement the commission's efforts ofprotection, conservation, and fostering of wild birds and game within the state of Louisiana inwildlife management areas, refuges and recreation areas under its jurisdiction by stimulating theapplication of sound wildlife management practices by providing recommendations to privatelandowners or lessees producing and maintaining suitable food, water, and cover conditionsfavorable to the support, replenishment, and propagation of the wildlife of the state.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 481, §1.  §193.  Wildlife biologists; duties; qualification A.  To ensure the effective protection and propagation of wild birds and game of the state, thesecretary shall employ such personnel as are necessary and are funded by the legislature to carry outthe provisions of this program.  B.  Biologists appointed pursuant to Subsection A shall be permanent status commissionedemployees of the commission, shall administer Louisiana Acres for Wildlife by supplyingenvironmental assistance to qualified landowners or lessees on an annual basis to improve the habitatfor wildlife in the state.  This assistance may include, but is not limited, to providing seed packagesand plant bundles for planting and educational instruction and wildlife habitat evaluation surveysto qualified landowners or lessees.  This program shall include dissemination of instructionalmaterial in an endeavor to guarantee that certain land throughout the state shall be utilized forwildlife habitats.  C.  The Louisiana Acres for Wildlife program shall use its resources to: (1)  Instruct and train qualified personnel as to the policies and procedures for administering theprogram.  
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(2)  Supply personnel, farmers, landowners, lessees, and cooperating agencies with pertinentbrochures, handouts, and other information containing management techniques and applications. (3)  Properly suggest and prepare wildlife management recommendations.  (4)  Develop and maintain a close working relationship with other state and federal agencies thathave similar or corresponding programs directly or indirectly affecting private land development andmanagement.  D.  To be eligible to participate in this program, a plot of land shall be at least one acre in sizeand be utilized as either farmland, wetland, woodland, or pasture.  This program is entirelyvoluntary, and landowners and other participants who choose to participate in this program shallagree that plots shall be maintained and management practices on such lands shall be continued forat least one year.  Land within parks and outdoor recreation areas, and public wildlife managementareas, refuges, and other publicly owned lands where wildlife management has already beenimplemented are ineligible to participate in this program.  Qualification for participation in thisprogram shall be determined by rules and regulations promulgated by the commission notinconsistent with law.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 481, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.
PART V.  TRAPPING FUR-BEARING ANIMALS OR ALLIGATORSSUBPART A.  GENERAL PROVISIONS

§251.  Licenses; possession limit for nonresident alligator hunter; deposit as guarantee ofpayment of severance tax; penaltiesA.  The following license fees shall be levied on each fur trapper, alligator hunter, fur buyer, andfur dealer:(1)  Every resident fur trapper, fifteen years of age or older, before commencing the business oftrapping furbearing animals, shall secure annually from the department a trapper's license, whichshall be furnished upon the payment of twenty-five dollars.  Every resident fur trapper under the ageof fifteen years, before commencing the business of trapping furbearing animals, shall secureannually from the department a trapper's license, which shall be furnished upon the payment of fivedollars.  Every nonresident fur trapper, before commencing the business of trapping furbearinganimals, shall secure annually from the department a nonresident trapper's license, which shall befurnished upon the payment of two hundred dollars.  Every resident and nonresident fur trapper mustat all times have this license in possession while trapping or selling pelts or animals.  The secretaryof the department is hereby authorized to enter into reciprocal agreements with any state with respectto nonresident license fees for the trapping of furbearing animals.(2)(a)(i)  Every resident alligator hunter shall before commencing business procure annuallyfrom the department a resident alligator hunting license, which shall be furnished upon payment oftwenty-five dollars, and the filing of an application approved by the department.  Every nonresidentalligator hunter shall before commencing business procure annually from the department anonresident alligator hunter license, which shall be furnished upon the payment of one hundred fiftydollars, and the filing of an application approved by the department.  Every resident and nonresidentalligator hunter must at all times have this license in possession while hunting.(ii)  Upon payment of a fee of an additional twenty-five dollars, the department shall issue to aduly licensed resident alligator hunter a license authorizing that hunter to have one resident assistantaccompany him while hunting alligators.  Such assistant shall not be required to have an alligator
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hunter's license or any class thereof provided that the assistant is working under the immediatesupervision and in the presence of the licensed alligator hunter.  This assistant license shall be validonly for the same period for which the license of the alligator hunter is valid.  The assistant shall beallowed to assist in the taking of alligators and shall not be allowed to possess an alligator tag or atagged alligator outside the presence of the licensed alligator hunter, and the licensed alligator huntershall not be authorized to transfer an alligator tag to such assistant.  The hunter shall keep, on anofficial form provided by the department, the name, address, and social security number of eachunlicensed assistant who assists him and shall make such information available to the departmentwithin fifteen days of the close of the alligator season.(iii)  All regulations and licensing procedures pertaining to the taking, possessing, and shippingof all alligators, raw alligator skins, and alligator parts shall be established by the department.(b)  Repealed by Acts 1999, No. 73, §1.(3)  Every resident fur buyer shall, before commencing business, procure annually from thedepartment a resident fur buyer's license, which shall be furnished upon the payment of twenty-fivedollars and the filing of an application approved by the department.(4)  Every nonresident fur buyer shall before commencing business procure annually from thedepartment a nonresident fur buyer's license, which shall be furnished upon the payment of onehundred dollars, and the filing of an application approved by the department.  Every resident andnonresident fur buyer must at all times have this license in possession while operating his business.(5)  Every resident fur dealer shall, before commencing business, procure annually from thedepartment a resident fur dealer's license, which shall be furnished upon the payment of one hundredfifty dollars and a deposit of five hundred dollars, to guarantee payment of the severance tax on rawfurs and skins, and the filing of an application approved by the department.(6)  Every nonresident fur dealer shall before commencing business procure annually from thedepartment a nonresident fur dealer's license, which shall be furnished upon the payment of threehundred dollars, and a deposit of one thousand dollars to guarantee payment of the severance tax onraw furs and skins, and the filing of an application approved by the department.  Every resident andnonresident dealer must at all times have this license in possession or prominently displayed whileoperating his business.B.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class three violation.Acts 1970, No. 550, §1.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 599, §1; Acts 1977, No. 558, §2; Acts 1979, No. 305,§1; Acts 1980, No. 590, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts1986, No. 455, §1, eff. July 2, 1986; Acts 1992, No. 499, §1, eff. June 22, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff.June 29, 1992; Acts 1995, No. 213, §1; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §2, eff. Sept. 21, 1998; Acts 1999,No. 73, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §4, Re: Effectiveness and effective date of Act.  Letterdated Sept. 21, 1998, was sent to Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries from commissioner of administrationstating that funds were appropriated from the La. Technology Innovation Fund to implement theprogram.§252.  Residence of alligator hunters, fur buyers and dealers A.  Only such persons who are bona fide residents, as defined in R.S. 56:8, may apply for aresident alligator hunters license.
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B.  Only such persons who are bona fide residents, as defined in R.S. 56:8, may apply forresident fur buyer or dealer licenses.C.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Acts 1970, No. 550, §1.  Amended by Acts 1977, No. 558, §3; Acts 1982, No. 730, §2; Acts 1990, No. 194,§1, eff. July 2, 1990.§253.  Shipping raw furs, alligators, alligator skins, and alligator parts out of state; tags A.  No resident or nonresident fur buyer shall ship furs, alligators, or alligator skins out of state.B.  No resident fur dealer, trapper, alligator hunter, alligator parts dealer, alligator farmer, ornonresident fur dealer or nonresident alligator hunter shall ship or take raw furs, alligators, alligatorskins, or alligator parts out of state without first complying with the provisions of this Section andrules and regulations of the commission.  C.(1)  Every resident fur dealer, trapper, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, nonresident fur dealer,or nonresident alligator hunter before shipping raw furs, alligators, or alligator skins out of the stateshall secure from the department, or duly authorized representative thereof, a tag to be attached tothe shipment.  The tag shall be of a distinctive color, bear a serial number and entry headings forinformation as to the character of the shipment and as to the consignor and consignee, be filled outat the time of shipment, and be provided with a detachable stub bearing the same serial number andentry headings as appear on the body of the tag.  The stub shall be filled out with duplicateinformation appearing on the body of the tag and returned to the department at the time of shipment,with the proper amount of severance tax due.  (2)(a)  Every resident fur dealer, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, taxidermist, nonresident furdealer, or nonresident alligator hunter, before shipping alligators or raw alligator skins out of state,or before tanning or using for taxidermy of raw alligator skins within the state, shall pay to thedepartment an alligator shipping label fee for each alligator so shipped and shall pay an alligator hidetag fee for each raw alligator skin to be so shipped, used for taxidermy, or tanned.  The alligatorshipping label fee and the alligator hide tag fee shall be collected by the department from the furdealer, taxidermist, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, nonresident fur dealer, or nonresident alligatorhunter who is shipping alligators or raw alligator skins, or who intends to tan, or use for taxidermy,the raw alligator skins.  The department shall collect such fees at the time of shipment, using fortaxidermy, or tanning, and no alligator shipping label or out-of-state shipping tag shall be issued bythe department for a shipment before payment of the appropriate fee is received by the department.The alligator shipping label fee for each alligator to be shipped and the alligator hide tag fee for eachraw alligator skin to be shipped, used for taxidermy, or tanned shall be no more than four dollars peralligator or raw alligator skin; however, the alligator shipping label fee and the alligator hide tag feeshall each be reduced in any fiscal year by rule or regulation of the commission in an equal amountequivalent to any amount of additional revenues received into the Louisiana Alligator Resource Fundfrom the state general fund or sources other than alligator-related fees established pursuant to thisTitle.  Revenues received by the state pursuant to this Paragraph shall be distributed as provided inR.S. 56:266 and 279.  (b)  Alligator hide tags shall be issued to licensed alligator hunters and licensed alligator farmerswithout charge and in accordance with the rules and regulations of the commission.  (3)  Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 499, §2, Eff. June 22, 1992, and Acts 1992, No. 528, §2, Eff.June 29, 1992.
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D.  Every resident alligator hunter, alligator farmer, or alligator parts dealer before shippingalligator parts out of state shall, in addition to satisfying regulations of the U.S. Department ofInterior and the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, affix to the shipment a label showingthe following: (1) LDWF license number of the alligator parts dealer, alligator hunter or alligatorfarmer; (2) identify alligator parts as meat, head, feet, teeth or other; (3) provide name and addressof shipper. E.  No fur, alligator, alligator skins, alligator eggs, or alligator parts intended for shipment outof state shall be accepted by any post office, express company, agent, or agent of any commoncarrier nor any agent thereof, unless there is attached to the shipment to each consignee one of thetags specified in Subsection C above or the labels specified in Subsection D above.  F.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class three violation.  Acts 1970, No. 550, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1981, No. 838,§1; Acts 1991, No. 1041, §1, eff. July 26, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 499, §§1, 2, eff. June 22, 1992; Acts 1992, No.528, §§1, 2, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1993, No. 294, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993.§254.  Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 499, §2, eff. June 22, 1992.§255.  Alligator records; inspections A.  Every resident or nonresident buyer and every resident or nonresident dealer shall keepwithin the state a complete record on forms procured from or approved by the department of allpurchases and sales made by him of whole alligators and alligator hides and skins, showing thenumber and kinds that were bought and sold, from whom purchased and to whom sold, the dates ofpurchases and sales, and when each purchase was made, giving all information to the department thatit may require.  All records, books, and memoranda of each resident alligator hunter, resident andnonresident buyer, and resident or nonresident dealer, shall be open at all times to the inspection ofthe duly authorized officer of the department who may inspect the skins on hand at any time andcheck and verify the books, records, and reports.  B.  Every buyer or dealer having raw, green, undressed alligator hides in his possession shall filewith the department within sixty days after the date of purchase, prior to shipping out of state, orprior to tanning, whichever comes first, a complete report, on forms procured from or approved bythedepartment wherein is set forth in detail the number of raw, green, undressed alligator hides, witha detailed description thereof, then owned or held in possession as owner or agent by the personfiling the report forms.  The report shall contain the names and addresses of the persons from whomthe hides were purchased and the place and date of purchase.  C.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class three violation.  Acts 1970, No. 550, §1.  Amended by Acts 1980, No. 591, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837,§3; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 1982, No. 730, §2; Acts 1990, No. 194, §1, eff. July 2, 1990; Acts 1992, No.499, §1, eff. June 22, 1992.  §256.  Severance tax There is levied a severance tax on all skins or hides taken from any furbearing animals oralligators, within the state, payable to the state through the department by the fur trapper, alligatorhunter, or alligator farmer shipping or taking his own catch out of state, or by the dealer, shippingskins or hides out of state or tanning fur pelts or alligator skins in the state, as follows: on beaver,bobcat, coyote, fox, muskrat, opossum, raccoon, ringtailed cat, skunk, or spotted skunk, one cent oneach skin; mink, ten cents on each skin; nutria (Coypu), two cents on each skin; otter, twenty-five
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cents on each skin; alligator, twenty-five cents on each skin.  Violation of this Section is a class twoviolation.  Acts 1970, No. 550, §1.  Amended by Acts 1977, No. 344, §4; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837,§3; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 1982, No. 730, §2; Acts 1992, No. 499, §1, eff. June 22, 1992.  §257.  Payment of tax by trappers, alligator hunters, and alligator farmers shipping or takingown catch out of state; shipping tags A.  Every trapper shipping or taking his own catch of furs out of state is liable for the severancetax thereon, and shall apply to the department for official shipping tags, and remit the tax promptlyat the time of shipment.  B.  Every alligator hunter or alligator farmer shipping or taking his own catch of alligator skinsout of state is liable for the severance tax thereon, and shall apply to the department for officialshipping tags and forms, and remit the tax promptly at the time of shipment.  C.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.  Acts 1970, No. 550, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1981, No. 838,§1; Acts 1992, No. 499, §1, eff. June 22, 1992.  §258.  Dealer records; payment of tax; confiscation of furs and skins A.  Every dealer shall maintain complete detailed records of the kind and number of furspurchased inside and outside of the state and of all such furs shipped out of the state or tanned withinthe state.  Dealer records shall be completed and made available to the department for audit purposeswithin sixty days after the close of the trapping season.  Dealers shall remit to the department or payto the authorized representative thereof within ten days following an annual audit of the dealer'srecords the full amount of the tax due.  B.  Every dealer shall maintain complete detailed records of the number of whole alligators andalligator skins purchased inside and outside the state and all alligator skins shipped out of state oralligator skins tanned within the state.  Dealer records shall be completed and furnished to thedepartment at the time of shipment or prior to tanning and dealer must concurrently remit the fullamount of tax due.  C.  Failure to pay the tax, as provided, subjects all pelts of Louisiana furbearing animals andalligator skins held by dealers to confiscation by order, general or special, of the department.  Failureto maintain complete records and to pay the tax subjects any dealer to the full penalties provided andthe immediate revocation of his license by the department.  No license shall be issued to a dealerwho has not paid the tax for the preceding year.  D.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class three violation.  Acts 1970, No. 550, §1.  Amended by Acts 1975, No. 255, §1; Acts 1980, No. 594, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837,§3; Acts 1982, No. 730, §2; Acts 1992, No. 499, §1, eff. June 22, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29,1992.§259.  Open season; method of taking animals; prohibited devices; possession and sale of skinsA.  The open season for taking nongame quadrupeds, in any area of one or more parishes shallbe fixed by the commission.  The commission may extend, curtail or prohibit the trapping in any areaof the state each year.
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B.  The commission shall at its discretion open or close the season for the taking or possessionof alligators by area within the state.  The commission shall also prescribe methods of takingalligators and hours within which alligators may be taken.C.(1)  Nongame furbearing quadrupeds may be taken in the open trapping season, but only byproperly licensed trappers, and only by means of a trap.  Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of thisSubsection, the use of dogs or of guns or other firearms, bows and arrows, gigs, spears, pitchforks,or other weapons or any like devices in hunting and taking nongame quadrupeds, or the use ofexplosives, chemicals, and smokes of any kind to drive furbearing quadrupeds out of their holes,dens, or houses is prohibited.  Raccoons, nutria, and opossums may be taken for sport as providedfor in R.S. 56:116.1, and nutria in open season may be taken additionally by the use of a standard.22 caliber rifle only between the hours of sunrise and sunset.  Beaver may be taken as provided forin R.S. 56:105.  This Subsection does not apply to the methods or means by which alligators maybe taken.(2)  Notwithstanding the provisions of any other law to the contrary, dogs may be used duringthe taking of nutria between the hours of sunrise and sunset, except during deer season where stillhunting only is allowed and during turkey nesting season as determined by the commission.D.  The taking of alligators is prohibited between the hours of sunset and sunrise.  The takingof alligators out of season is prohibited.E.  Nothing contained in this Subpart shall deprive landowners and lessees of agricultural orforest lands or their agents, representatives, and employees, of their right to kill nutria and beaveras a pest without a license on agricultural or forest lands owned or leased by them or in residentialareas, or in waterways and on the banks of waterways adjacent to the agricultural lands, exceptduring open trapping season, a license shall be required.  Nutria and beaver may be taken at any timeand by any means in these areas except that nutria and beaver cannot be taken by use of a headlightand gun between the hours of sunset and sunrise.F.  No pelting during the closed trapping season shall be permitted at any time, except withdepartment authorization.  The sale of carcasses of nongame quadrupeds is prohibited during theclosed trapping season, except with department authorization.  The provisions of this Subsection donot apply to nongame quadrupeds raised on farms.G.  Licensed trappers may hold in captivity live nongame quadrupeds, except alligators, duringthe open trapping season.  Such animals must have been acquired by legal trapping methods.  Suchanimals held in captivity by a trapper must be released or pelted by the last day of the open trappingseason.  However, a licensed trapper may apply for a nongame quadruped breeder's or exhibitor'slicense, as provided for in R.S. 56:262.1, and continue holding such animals in captivity as long asthe license has not expired.  A licensed trapper, holding any live nongame quadrupeds exceptalligators, may offer for sale such live animals to any licensed nongame quadruped breeder orexhibitor during the open trapping season.  During any such transaction, a bill of sale must beprovided by the trapper to the nongame breeder or exhibitor and retained for a period of one year.H.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section except for Subsections C, D, and Fconstitutes a class two violation.  Violation of any of the provisions of Subsections C, D, or Fconstitutes a class four violation.Acts 1970, No. 550, §1; Amended by Acts 1980, No. 596, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 1982, No. 730,§2; Acts 1988, No. 88, §1; Acts 1992, No. 499, §1, eff. June 22, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29,1992; Acts 1995, No. 154, §1; Acts 1997, No. 304, §1; Acts 1999, No. 71, §1; Acts 1999, No. 160, §1; Acts2001, No. 226, §1.
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§260.  Setting a trap, snare, net, or other device A.  No person shall set any trap, capable of taking any nongame quadruped more than one daybefore the open trapping or alligator season, or permit such device to remain set after the closing dayof the open season.  All traps shall be run daily and all traps must be removed from the trappinggrounds and alligator hunting areas the last day of open season.  B.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class four violation.  Acts 1970, No. 550, §1.  Amended by Acts 1977, No. 183, §2; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1982, No. 730,§2; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992.  §261.  Possession; alligator eggs, live alligators, skins A.  No person shall take or possess the eggs of alligators, or alligators, or their skins in anyparish of this state except as provided for by rules and regulations of the commission.  Alligators ortheir skins shall be tagged as provided for by rules and regulations of the commission.  Thepossession or sale of untagged wild harvested alligators or their skins is prohibited.  Upon approvalby the commission, a special permit shall be issued to take, possess, or sell the eggs of alligators orlive alligators.  B.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class four violation.  Amended by Acts 1950, No. 450, §1; Acts 1970, No. 550, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1990, No. 194,§1, eff. July 2, 1990; Acts 1991, No. 578, §1; Acts 1992, No. 499, §1, eff. June 22, 1992.  §262.  Nongame quadrupeds; breeding, propagation, and exhibition A.  Whoever desires to engage in the business of raising and/or exhibiting imported or nativenongame quadrupeds shall apply to the department for a license to do so.  If it appears that theapplication is made in good faith, upon a payment of ten dollars, a nongame quadruped exhibitorlicense may be issued permitting the applicant to breed and/or exhibit such animals provided hemeets rules and regulations of the department.  B.  Whoever desires to engage in the business of raising, exhibiting, and selling imported ornative nongame quadrupeds or collecting and selling wild alligator eggs shall apply to thedepartment for a license to do so.  If it appears that the application is made in good faith, uponpayment of twenty-five dollars, a nongame quadruped breeder license may be issued permitting theapplicant to breed, propagate, exhibit, and sell such animals alive or sell their parts; and to kill andtransport them and sell their pelts, skins, or carcasses as hereinafter provided in this Section.  C.  Nongame quadruped breeder and exhibitor licenses shall expire on the thirty-first ofDecember of each year.  On or before the first of December of each year, every licensee shall applyfor a renewal of his exhibitor or breeder license.  In conjunction with this application, or withoutapplication if not renewing the license, the licensee shall provide a report including all informationas specified by the department.  D.  Nongame quadrupeds raised on such licensed breeding farms may be sold alive or taken fortheir pelts, skins, or for food according to rules and regulations of the commission.  All skins shallbe tagged according to rules and regulations of the commission.  The severance tax as fixed by lawshall be paid before the raw pelts or alligator skins are shipped out of state, or tanned within thestate, and a written affidavit as to the number and kinds shipped or tanned shall be furnished to thedepartment as specified. E.  All nongame quadruped carcasses or parts intended for sale shall be shipped, transported,sold, or offered for sale according to commission regulations.  
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F.  The department may issue a permit to a duly licensed breeder to take such wild animals asneeded for use as breeding stock.  The licensed breeder shall apply in writing, stating where theanimals are to be taken, at what time, and in what numbers.  G.  Whoever under the authority of this Section has in his lawful possession any such animal orparts thereof on such posted or fenced breeding area shall have a property right therein and shall bethe owner thereof.  Whoever enters the nongame quadruped farm or catches, takes, or molests suchanimals when the area has been posted or fenced according to law shall be punished as though theanimals were ordinary domestic animals and subject to the property rights of the state of Louisiana.H.  The department may revoke the license of any person violating the provisions of this Section.I.  All other rules and regulations pertaining to the breeding, propagation, and sale of nongamequadrupeds shall be determined solely by the commission.  J.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class three violation.  Added by Acts 1974, No. 121, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1981,No. 838, §1; Acts 1982, No. 730, §2; Acts 1990, No. 194, §1, eff. July 2, 1990; Acts 1991, No. 273, §1; Acts1992, No. 499, §1, eff. June 22, 1992.  §263.  Alligator parts, buying and selling; license; reports; tagging A.(1)  Each alligator parts dealer shall secure an alligator parts dealer license from thedepartment before commencing business.  The license shall be secured annually and shall befurnished upon the payment of fifty dollars.(2)  Each retailer purchasing for retail sale finished alligator parts made from parts other thanhides shall secure a license from the department before commencing business.  The license shall besecured annually and shall be furnished upon the payment of five dollars.B.(1)  Any licensed alligator hunter or farmer may sell alligator carcasses or parts, provided hecompletes an official alligator parts transaction form, furnished or approved by the department, forevery alligator part transaction and provides each purchaser with a bill of sale.  These forms shallbe submitted to the department by the alligator hunter at the end of the calendar year and by thealligator farmer with his annual report which is due by December first of each year.(2)  Any alligator parts dealer purchasing alligator parts shall complete an official alligator partspurchase form for each purchase.  Any alligator parts dealer selling alligator parts shall complete anofficial alligator parts sale form for each sale and provide each purchaser with a bill of sale.  Theseparts transaction forms shall be furnished by the department and shall be submitted to the departmentannually, no later than June thirtieth.(3)  Any alligator parts retailer purchasing finished alligator parts shall maintain a bill of salefor each purchase for a period of six months after such purchase.  These records shall be availablefor inspection by the department.(4)  The records of transactions involving alligator parts of alligator hunters, farmers, and partsdealers, shall be available for inspection by the department.  Each parts dealer shall maintaincomplete records for a period of one year following any transaction.C.  All other rules and regulations pertaining to commerce in alligator parts shall be determinedsolely by the department.D.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Added by Acts 1977, No. 557, §2.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1984, No. 277, §1; Acts 1992,No. 499, §1, eff. June 22, 1992.
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§264.  Scientific research The commission shall conduct scientific researches into the life habits of the nongamequadrupeds through technically trained officers and employees and, when practicable, give fullpublicity to such biological findings.Acts 1970, No. 550, §1; Acts 1990, No. 194, §1, eff. July 2, 1990.§265.  Trespass on marshlands to trap or hunt fur bearing animals No person shall go upon marsh or low prairie lands, or swamplands belonging to another,without the consent of the owner or of one authorized to grant consent; and there capture, catch, trap,take, shoot, or ensnare any alligator, mink, muskrat, nutria, otter or raccoon; nor attempt to commit,or be upon such lands for the purpose of committing, any such act; nor aid, assist, or abet anotherto commit or to attempt to commit any such act; nor conspire with another for any of such purposes.Violation of this Section is a class two violation.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 141, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1990, No. 194, §1, eff. July 2, 1990.§266.  Louisiana Fur Public Education and Marketing FundA.  Recognizing that the Louisiana fur industry is a vital aspect of Louisiana's coastal economicbase and that in recent years worldwide fur markets and prices have been severely depressed creatingextreme hardships not only for trappers, but also for coastal landowners, fur buyers, and fur dealers;and recognizing world trends questioning the consumptive utilization of wildlife species, andrecognizing that these trends and economic conditions can have a severe impact on the fur industry;and recognizing the need to educate the public concerning fur trapping as sound wildlifemanagement practice; and recognizing that the trapping of certain species of furbearers such asnutria and muskrat is the only realistic means for coastal landowners to effectively manage andprotect over four million acres of invaluable coastal wetlands and protect adjacent agriculture; andrecognizing that there is no cohesive, coordinated, and comprehensive effort to educate the publicconcerning the Louisiana fur industry or stabilize and strengthen domestic and international marketsfor Louisiana furs, the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby establish the Louisiana Fur PublicEducation and Marketing Fund.B.  Specific goals.  (1)  To educate the public regarding the need for trapping as a sound wildlifemanagement tool and regarding the logic of managing furbearing species as renewable resources.(2)  To identify the current consumers of Louisiana furs.(3)  To identify present and potential Louisiana fur marketing problems, obstacles, and relatedsignificant issues.(4)  To strengthen existing markets and develop new markets and marketing strategies for rawand finished Louisiana fur products.(5)  To develop and implement an international advertising campaign to promote the utilizationof raw and finished Louisiana fur products.(6)  To examine, evaluate, and make recommendations concerning any aspect of the fur industryincluding habitat management, harvest, and marketing which will enhance the future of the industryand perpetuate the conservation of these species.C.  The Louisiana Fur Advisory Council.  (1)  Pursuant to R.S. 36:605(B)(2), the secretary shallcreate the Louisiana Fur Advisory Council, which shall be within the Department of Wildlife andFisheries.  The Louisiana Fur Advisory Council shall be responsible for reviewing and approvingrecommended procedures and programs to be funded from the Louisiana Fur Public Education and
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Marketing Fund to ensure that any monies from the funds are expended for the specific goals of thecouncil.(2)  This council shall be composed of nine members of which seven shall be appointed by thesecretary.(a)  The individuals appointed by the secretary to this council shall represent a cross section oftrappers and coastal landowners as follows:(i)  One member of the council shall represent trappers from north Louisiana.(ii)  One member shall represent trappers from southwest Louisiana.(iii)  One member shall represent trappers from southeast Louisiana.(iv)  One member shall represent trappers statewide.(v)  Three members shall represent coastal landowners.(b)  One member of the council shall be designated by the speaker of the House ofRepresentatives and another member shall be designated by the president of the Senate.(3)  The secretary may appoint members recommended by the Louisiana Trappers and AlligatorHunters Association, which may submit nominations, in writing, to the secretary.(4)  The secretary or his designee shall be an ex officio member of said council and shall bepresent at all official meetings.(5)  All members of the council shall serve four-year terms.D.  Appropriations.  (1)  All revenues received by the state from license fees imposed on trappersas required in R.S. 56:251(A)(1) shall be credited to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund.  Aftera sufficient amount is allocated from that fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith andcredit of the state which become due and payable within any fiscal year, the state treasurer isauthorized and directed to transfer annually the amount of twenty dollars for each twenty-five dollarresident trapping license sold and one hundred forty-five dollars for each one hundred fifty dollarnonresident license sold, from revenues derived from the sale of said licenses, into a special funddesignated as the Louisiana Fur Public Education and Marketing Fund.(2)  The state treasurer shall invest the monies in this fund in the same manner as monies in thestate general fund.  Any surplus monies remaining to the credit of the fund, after all appropriationsof the preceding fiscal year have been made, shall remain to the credit of the fund.  The statetreasurer shall prepare and submit to the department on a quarterly basis a printed report showingthe amount of money contained in the fund from all sources.(3)  Any amounts earned through investment of the monies in the fund shall remain to the creditof the fund and shall not revert to the state general fund.E.  Expenditures.  (1)  The monies made available by the legislature from the fund as providedin this Section or from any other source shall be used solely for the programs, purposes, and specificgoals enumerated in this Section.(2)  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall maintain records of the sources of moneyreceived and the purposes therefor, as well as the person or persons to whom money is paid and thepurpose therefor.  Vouchers or receipts shall be kept for all money paid out.  Money appropriatedor otherwise made available to the department for authorized purposes shall be withdrawn from thetreasury on warrant of the secretary of the department.
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(3)  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, in utilizing surplus monies from the LouisianaFur Public Education and Marketing Fund shall contract only upon recommendation of the LouisianaFur Advisory Council, for any services relating to the specific goals enumerated in this Section.  Thesecretary is hereby authorized and empowered to carry out any and all contracts entered into in orderto achieve these goals.F.  Annual Reports.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall make a written operatingreport to the legislature at the end of each fiscal year.  This report  shall contain a summary ofrevenues received, expenditures made, and the status of achievement of specific goals.  This reportshall be submitted to the House Committee on Natural Resources and Environment and the SenateCommittee on Natural Resources by the end of the calendar year.Acts 1986, No. 455, §1, eff. July 2, 1986; Acts 1991, No. 1041, §1, eff. July 26, 1991; Acts 2005, No. 219,§1; Acts 2008, No. 272, §2; Acts 2008, No. 580, §7.§§267-273.  Repealed by Acts 1958, No. 135, §2.§274.  [Blank]§§275, 276.  Repealed by Acts 1958, No. 135, §2.§277.  [Blank]§278.  Louisiana Alligator Advisory CouncilA.  The Louisiana Alligator Advisory Council is hereby created in the Department of Wildlifeand Fisheries.  The Louisiana Alligator Advisory Council shall be responsible for reviewing andapproving recommended marketing, research, and educational programs to be funded from theLouisiana Alligator Resource Fund to ensure that any monies from the funds are expended for thespecific goals of the council.B.  This council shall be composed of members appointed by the secretary as follows:(1)  Three members of the council shall be licensed alligator hunters appointed from a list of fivenominations from the Louisiana Trappers and Alligator Hunters Association.  The nominees shallhave held licenses for the preceding three hunting seasons.  One member shall be appointed torepresent the area of the state north of United States Highway 90, one member shall be appointedto represent the area of the state south of United States Highway 90 and east of the AtchafalayaRiver, and one nominee shall be appointed to represent the area of the state south of United StatesHighway 90 and west of the Atchafalaya River.(2)  Three members shall be licensed farmers appointed from a list of five nominations from theLouisiana Alligator Farmers and Ranchers Association.  The nominees shall have held licenses forthe preceding three years.(3)  Three members shall be appointed from a list of five nominations from the LouisianaLandowners Association.  The nominees shall all own or manage land  located in the coastal zone.One member shall be appointed to represent the area of the coastal zone east of Bayou Lafourche,one member shall be appointed to represent the area of the coastal zone between Bayou Lafourcheand the parish line between Iberia Parish and Vermilion Parish, and one member shall be appointedto represent the area of the coastal zone west of the parish line between Iberia Parish and VermilionParish.(4)  The secretary or his designee shall be an ex officio member of said council and shall bepresent at all official meetings.
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C.  A vacancy created whether by reason of death, resignation, expiration of term, or any othercause of a member of the council shall be filled in the same manner as provided in Subsection B ofthis Section.D.(1)  The members of the council initially appointed shall, at their first meeting, determine bylot their terms of office, which terms shall commence immediately upon their appointment and shallexpire, respectively, as follows:  one member from each of the nominating authorities in two years,one member from each of the nominating authorities in four years, and one member from each ofthe nominating authorities in six years, from the first day of July immediately succeeding suchappointment.  Thereafter all terms shall be six years.(2)  No member shall succeed himself after completion of a six-year term but may bereappointed after not serving on the council for six years.  However, if a person has been appointedto fill less than one-half of an unexpired term, such person shall be eligible to serve consecutivelyan additional six-year term in addition to such partial term.Acts 2008, No. 272, §2.§279.  Louisiana Alligator Resource Fund A.  Recognizing that the Louisiana alligator industry is a vital aspect of Louisiana's economicbase and that in recent years worldwide markets and prices have expanded at a tremendous rate; andrecognizing the rapid expansion of Louisiana alligator farming industry statewide; and recognizingthe uniqueness of the state's alligator farming industry, one state agency, the Louisiana Departmentof Wildlife and Fisheries, has provided the impetus for inception and development of the totalalligator conservation program; and recognizing the many beneficial influences that Louisiana'salligator program has had on crocodilian conservation worldwide; and recognizing world trendsquestioning the consumptive utilization of wildlife species, and recognizing that those trends, byadversely affecting economic conditions, could have a severe impact on the alligator industry; andrecognizing that raw and finished alligator skins and products are largely consumed outside theUnited States; and recognizing the need to educate the public concerning alligator hunting as a soundwildlife management practice; and recognizing the urgent need to support the alligator industry witha comprehensive research and development program; and recognizing the need to staff and fund theLouisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries with adequate personnel in order to service thisindustry's needs, the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby establish the Louisiana Alligator ResourceFund within the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund.  The Alligator Resource Fundis intended to help defray the cost of alligator programs within the fur and refuge division of theLouisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.B.  The specific goals of this Section are: (1)  To provide salaries and financial support including associated indirect cost for the followingpositions, to provide a minimum of two full-time technical positions (biologists) and eightnontechnical positions such as computer operators, secretaries, and wildlife specialists existingwithin the fur and refuge division of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(2)  To assist with funding for law enforcement activities associated with the alligator farmindustry when surplus funds are available and recommended by the Louisiana Alligator AdvisoryCouncil.(3)  To assist with funding marketing programs recommended by the Louisiana AlligatorAdvisory Council when surplus funds are available.(4)  To actively fund research on all aspects involved with alligator conservation and to developthe techniques needed to enhance the commercial alligator industry.
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(5)  To assist in funding management of the alligator population through proper management,harvest, and farm facility management.C.(1)  All revenues received by the state from the sale of licenses as provided in R.S.56:251(A)(2), from tag fees imposed on alligator hunters, alligator farmers, alligator shipping labelfees on the sale of alligators, and all revenues derived from any other alligator-related fees and fromthe severance tax on alligator skins provided for in R.S. 56:256 shall be credited by the statetreasurer to a special fund designated as the "Louisiana Alligator Resource Fund" after thoserevenues have been deposited in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund.  Out of the fundsremaining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from thatfund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state that become due andpayable within each fiscal year, the treasurer, prior to placing such funds in the state general fund,shall pay into the Louisiana Alligator Resource Fund an amount equal to the revenues generatedfrom collection from those sources provided for in this Section and other sources as provided by law.(2)  The state treasurer shall invest the monies in this fund in the same manner as monies in thestate general fund.  Any surplus monies remaining to the credit of the fund, after all appropriationsof the preceding fiscal year have been made, shall remain to the credit of the fund.  The statetreasurer shall prepare and submit to the department on a quarterly basis a printed report showingthe amount of money contained in the fund from all sources.(3)  Any amounts earned through investment of the monies in the fund shall remain to the creditof the fund and shall not revert to the state general fund.D.(1)  The monies made available by the legislature from the fund as provided in this Sectionor from any other source shall be used solely for the programs, purposes, and specific goalsenumerated in this Section.(2)  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall maintain records of the sources of moneyreceived and the purposes therefor, as well as the person or persons to whom money is paid and thepurpose therefor.  Vouchers or receipts shall be kept for all money paid out.  Money appropriatedor otherwise made available to the department for authorized purposes shall be withdrawn from thetreasury on warrant of the secretary of the department.(3)  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in utilizing monies from the fund shall contract,only with the approval of the Louisiana Alligator Advisory Council, for any services relating tospecific goals enumerated in this Section.  The secretary is hereby authorized and empowered tocarry out any and all contracts entered into in order to achieve these goals.E.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall make a written operating report to thelegislature at the end of each fiscal year.  This report shall contain a summary of revenues received,expenditures made, and the status of achievement of specific goals.  This report shall be submittedto the House Committee on Natural Resources and Environment and the Senate Committee onNatural Resources by the end of the calendar year.Acts 1991, No. 1041, §1, eff. July 26, 1991; Acts 1993, No. 294, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 2008, No. 272,§2; Acts 2008, No. 580, §7.§280.  White or albino alligators; taking from the wild; prohibition; penalties; notification toalligator hunters A.  Recognizing that the Louisiana alligator is an important and integral aspect of a vast andcomplex ecological system, it shall be the policy of the state that those extremely rare species ofalligator whose color substantially deviates from the norm shall be especially protected.  
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B.(1)  No person shall, whether intentionally or unintentionally, take from the wild any alligatorthat is white or albino.  (2)  Subject to the rules and regulations promulgated by the department: (a)  Landowners or licensed alligator farmers or ranching operations, may take the alligator fromthe wild for its own protection.  (b)  Any alligator eggs in the possession of or collected by a licensed alligator farmer or ranchingoperation which are hatched and contain white or albino alligators may, with prior approval of thedepartment, remain in the possession of such licensed operators.  (3)  All such instances of possession shall be reported immediately to the department.  (4)  The disposition of white or albino alligators which have been reported to the departmentunder the provisions of this Subsection shall be established by rules and regulations.  Any personwho unintentionally takes from the wild any alligator that is white or albino which is taken by thestate shall be paid just compensation therefor by the state.  C.  Any person who unintentionally takes from the wild any alligator that is white or albino byhook and line shall immediately report its presence and location to the department, whether thealligator is dead or alive.  D.  It shall be a violation of this Section if any person intentionally takes from the wild anyalligator that is white or albino by means of a long or compound bow and barbed arrow, firearm, orby any other means.  In addition to the penalties imposed by Subsection E of this Section, any suchperson who violates the provisions of this Subsection shall immediately report the alligator'spresence and location to the department, whether the alligator is dead or alive.  E.  Whoever violates any provision of this Section shall be subject to a fine of not less than tenthousand dollars and imprisoned for not less than six months or more than twelve months, or both.For any subsequent violation of this Section, there shall be a fine of not less than ten thousanddollars imposed and imprisonment for not less than two years.  F.  It shall be the responsibility of the department to provide notice to all alligator hunters of theprovisions of this Section, both orally and in writing, at the time they apply for a resident ornonresident alligator hunter's license.Acts 1992, No. 644, §1, eff. July 2, 1992.NOTE:  See Acts 1992, No. 644, §2.
SUBPART B.  NUTRIA CONTROL

§281.  Nutria control cost-sharing; statement of intent Recognizing the escalating deterioration of the state's fragile coastal wetlands due to anoverpopulation of furbearing nutria, and recognizing the economic importance of the nutria to theLouisiana fur industry, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, in accordance with the WetlandsConservation and Restoration Plan, is authorized to enter into cooperative endeavor agreementswhich establish a cost-sharing program as an economic incentive to trappers and coastal landownersin those areas of the state experiencing damage or loss of coastal lands due to the overpopulatednutria.  Acts 1990, No. 552, §1, eff. July 1, 1990.  



R.S. 56:284

104 – House of Representatives Database Wildlife and FisheriesOctober, 2010

§282.  Powers and duties of the secretary In carrying out the purposes of the program authorized by R.S. 56:281, the secretary may do thefollowing: (1)  Enter into cooperative endeavors with qualifying coastal landowners which provide for cost-sharing agreements with such coastal landowners to provide financial incentives for the trapping ofnutria on land owned by them.  (2)  Determine, upon application by coastal landowners, which of the lands owned by suchlandowners are eligible for such financial incentives.(3)  Have the responsibility for planning, administration and program management, and formonitoring the results of the program authorized by this Subpart.  (4)  Adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations, pursuant to the Administrative ProcedureAct, as necessary to implement this program in order to trap and control overpopulated nutriacontributing to coastal wetland loss.  Acts 1990, No. 552, §1, eff. July 1, 1990.  §283.  Cooperative agreements; cost-sharing A.  The secretary may enter into cooperative endeavor agreements with coastal landowners whoqualify to participate in the program, whereby the following economic incentives are paid to trapperswho have agreed to trap nutria on land of the coastal landowners which is experiencing damage orloss of coastal wetlands because of overpopulation by nutria, all on the following cost sharing basis.B.  Each coastal landowner experiencing such nutria problems and desiring to participate in theprogram shall submit to the department such information as the department may require concerningnutria destruction on his land and shall provide such security as the secretary may require to insurepayment by him to the trapper of his portion of the economic incentive provided in Subsection C ofthis Section.  C.  The cooperative endeavor agreement shall provide for cost sharing in that there shall be anadditional one dollar economic incentive paid to trappers under contract with qualifying coastallandowners per nutria with a pelt of marketable fur trapped and sold from those lands of the coastallandowner which are experiencing damage or loss because of nutria overpopulation, as determinedby the secretary.  The state, on a one to one match, shall pay fifty cents of the one dollar incentiveper nutria trapped and sold, and the coastal landowner shall pay the remaining fifty cents, directlyto the trapper for trapping services.  The agreements shall provide that this cost-sharing programshall remain in effect and payments thereunder shall be made only as long as the average marketprice which the secretary determines will be paid to the trapper does not exceed four dollars pernutria pelt.  Acts 1990, No. 552, §1, eff. July 1, 1990.  §284.  Annual proposal; cost-sharing; purposeA.  The secretary may annually submit a proposal to provide cost-sharing incentives to nutriatrappers on lands determined to be eligible under R.S. 56:282 for approval by the WetlandsConservation and Restoration Authority, not to exceed fifty thousand dollars annually.  If approved,only that portion of the economic incentives paid to trappers on eligible lands may be funded usingmonies from the Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Fund.  No other costs associated with theprogram shall be borne by the Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Fund.  
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B.  The purposes of this program shall be consistent with the purposes set forth in the WetlandsConservation and Restoration Plan.  Acts 1990, No. 552, §1, eff. July 1, 1990.  
SUBPART C.  WILD ANIMAL MANAGEMENT

§291.  Feeding of wild bears prohibitedNo person shall intentionally feed or attempt to feed a wild bear.  The provisions of this Sectionshall not prohibit legal baiting of deer.  The first violation of this Section by any person shall resultin the issuance of a warning ticket only.  Any subsequent violation by the same person shall be aclass two violation.  The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is authorized to promulgate, under theAdministrative Procedure Act, rules and regulations for the administration and enforcement of thisSection.Acts 2004, No. 164, §1.
PART VI.  FISHING AND FISH INDUSTRY LICENSINGSUBPART A.  GENERAL PROVISIONS

§301.  Definitions A.  "Fish" (noun), as used in this Part, means all fish as defined in R.S. 56:8, except in no caseshall it apply to any quadruped as defined in this Title.B.  Unless specifically provided for otherwise, the term "person", for any person required to belicensed pursuant to this Part shall mean an individual and shall not include any type of association,corporation, partnership, or other type of legal entity recognized by law.C.  The term "hook and line", as used in this Part, means any device used for taking fish,consisting of a hook attached to any type of line or wire.  This includes but is not limited to trotlines,a rod with or without a reel, a fishing pole, a trolling line, a handline, a bait casting apparatus, a flycasting apparatus, and the device known as a yo-yo.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§301.1.  License requirements; possession; nontransferability A.  Persons taking fish, whether recreationally or commercially, and persons involved in the fishindustry, including wholesale/retail dealers and transporters, and vessels involved in the fish industrymust be licensed in accordance with this Part.  B.  Persons and vessels engaged in an activity for which a license is required must have in theirimmediate possession and, in the case of a vessel on board the vessel, a valid, original license andshall show such license upon demand to a duly authorized agent of the department.  C.  Licenses are valid in any parish and on any day of the year.  D.  Except as provided in this Part, licenses cannot be assigned or transferred to, or used by, anyother person or vessel than to whom issued.  An officer authorized to enforce the provisions of thisPart shall take possession of any license found in the possession of any person or vessel other than
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the one to whom issued and shall deliver it to the department for cancellation.  The license isthereupon void.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§301.2.  Application requirements; proof of residency; material misstatements; fees for certainalien individual licensesA.  The following applies to all licenses required by this Part:(1)  No license may be issued until all information requested on the application is supplied tothe issuing agent.  When a license application requires the submission of an income tax return,sufficient proof of the accuracy of the return may be by notarized affidavit of the preparer of thereturn.  The affidavit shall include language certifying that the information in the return is completeand accurate.(2)  Forms of acceptable payment for licenses shall be determined by the department.(3)  No resident license may be issued prior to proof of Louisiana residency by the applicant.(4)  The issuance of a license is conditional upon validation of all information on the application.If the department finds any material misstatement of fact regarding the residency of the applicant orthe ownership of the vessel for which application is made, the license is void and shall beimmediately surrendered to an agent of the department.B.  The license fee for an alien individual for licenses required in Subparts C, D, E, F, G, andI of this Part shall be two times the cost of a similar nonresident license.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1413, §1, eff. July 15, 1997; Acts 1999, No. 177, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§301.3.  Applicability to other fishing laws This Part applies solely to licensing and shall not, in any manner, grant fishing privileges greaterthan those stated in this Part or in any other Section of this Title.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§301.4.  Records; confidentiality A.  All information obtained pursuant to the licensed recordkeeping provisions of this Part shallbe used for the equitable and efficient administration and enforcement of the laws pertaining to thefisheries resources of the state and for conservation and management purposes.  B.  The department shall draft regulations, prescribing procedures to preserve the confidentialityof all fisheries dependent data, information, or statistics submitted or collected pursuant to theprovisions of this Section, for approval by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and promulgationin accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.  These regulations shall provide forcompliance with all procedures set forth by the United States Department of Commerce, or any ofits agencies or instrumentalities, for the confidentiality of fishing statistics collected from individualsor firms by that department, its agencies, or instrumentalities.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1991, No. 234, §1.
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§301.5.  Commission rules and regulations The commission may promulgate rules and regulations concerning any aspect of licensing notspecifically provided for in this Part.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§301.6.  Special licenses and permits A person taking or possessing fish with a permit or license pursuant to R.S. 56:17, 318, 319, 412,571, or any other Section of the laws of Louisiana, and unless otherwise prohibited by law, may berequired to be licensed pursuant to this Part.  A decision to require licensing shall be made at the solediscretion of the secretary.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§301.7.  Dedication of proceeds of licensesA.  Proceeds from all recreational licenses issued under Subpart B of this Part are dedicated tothe Conservation Fund and shall be expended by the department for the purpose of maintaining fishhatcheries, sanctuaries, and in the general work of the enforcement of its laws by the departmentexcept that proceeds received from the sale of licenses issued for the taking of saltwater finfish shallbe expended for the purpose of supporting research, management, and administration of saltwaterfinfish by the saltwater finfish section of the seafood division and except that proceeds from the saleof freshwater trout licenses shall be expended for the purpose of supporting the stocking,management, and administration of the freshwater trout program by the fisheries section of thefreshwater fish division.B.  Proceeds from commercial licenses issued under Subparts C, D, E, and G of this Part arededicated to the Conservation Fund and shall be expended by the department for the purpose ofpropagating and developing the fish industry, for fish cultural purposes, and in the general work ofthe department except that proceeds received from the sale of licenses issued for the taking or sellingof saltwater finfish shall be expended for the purpose of supporting research, protection,management, and administration of saltwater finfish by the marine fisheries division and theenforcement division.C.  Proceeds from commercial licenses issued under Subpart F of this Part are dedicated to theConservation Fund and shall be expended by the department for the purpose of development andadministration of the dealer receipt forms program.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1990, No. 455,§1; Acts 1997, No. 376, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§301.8.  Nonresident recreational fishermen; possession of license; penalty A.  Nonresident recreational fishermen engaged in an activity for which a license is requiredmust have in their immediate possession a valid, original license and shall present such license upondemand to a duly authorized agent of the department.  B.  Violation of this Section shall constitute a class two violation, unless a higher class isotherwise specified by law.  Acts 1993, No. 246, §1.
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SUBPART B.  RECREATIONAL FISHERMEN
§302.  Recreational fishing license; recreational gearA.  A recreational fisherman must purchase a basic recreational fishing license to use thefollowing gear or to possess fish on the fishing grounds which have been caught for recreationalpurposes:(1)  Hook and line(2)  Bow and arrow(3)  A barbless spear, or a multi-pronged barbed gig(4)  Castnets with a radius not to exceed eight feet six inches(5)  Frog gigs or catchers(6)  Scuba gearB.  In addition to a basic recreational fishing license, a recreational fisherman over the age ofsixteen years using any gear listed in R.S. 56:302.3 must purchase a recreational gear license asprovided therein.  Anyone under the age of sixteen years shall not be required to purchase or possessa gear license.  However, any person using crawfish nets, dip nets, landing nets, minnow traps, crabnets, or crab lines for the purpose of taking fish for recreational purposes shall not be required topurchase or possess a basic recreational fishing license or be required to purchase a gear license.C.  A fisherman taking fish for sale, using any legal gear listed in R.S. 56:305, or legally takingfish in excess of any limitation as to size, length, or quantity for recreational fishermen mustpurchase a commercial fisherman's license, commercial gear license, and vessel license if applicable.This includes recreational fishermen taking fish using any gear listed in R.S. 56:305 for which arecreational gear license cannot be obtained pursuant to R.S. 56:302.3 and fishermen taking fish forsale using any legal gear.D, E.  Repealed by Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §4, eff. June 26, 2000.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1990, No. 455, §1; Acts 1991, No. 523, §1; Acts 1991, 871, §1; Acts 1992,No. 54, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1207, §1; Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §4, eff. June 26, 2000; Acts 2004, No. 460,§1. NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§302.1.  Annual license; temporary license; fees; saltwater fee; exemptionsA.  The cost of the annual basic recreational fishing license is nine dollars and fifty cents forresidents and sixty dollars for nonresidents, except that residents using a rod or fishing pole, hookand line, without a reel and without using artificial bait shall pay two dollars and fifty cents per year;however, any person required by this Part to possess a basic two dollars and fifty cents license shallbe subject to a maximum fine of five dollars for not possessing the license as herein required, andthere shall be no court costs associated with the fine.B.(1)  In lieu of the basic recreational fishing license, nonresidents may purchase a temporarybasic recreational freshwater fishing license for a fee of five dollars per day.(2)  The revenues generated from the license fee imposed under this Subsection shall bedeposited in the Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund and shall be dedicated exclusively to theoperation of the enforcement division.C.(1)(a)  In addition to the annual basic recreational fishing license, any person fishing in thesaltwater areas of the state defined in R.S. 56:322 must purchase a saltwater license.  The fee for theannual saltwater license is five dollars and fifty cents for residents and thirty dollars for
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nonresidents.  As a condition of the application for and the granting of the saltwater license, allsaltwater finfish caught or transported by the license holder while the license is in effect arepresumed to have been taken in the waters of Louisiana.(b)  In lieu of purchase of an annual basic recreational fishing license and an annual saltwaterlicense, a nonresident may purchase a temporary saltwater license valid for the number of daysspecified by the purchaser at a fee of seventeen dollars and fifty cents per day.  Such license shallenable the nonresident to fish in the saltwater areas of the state for the period of time indicated onthe license.(2)(a)  Repealed by Acts 2009, No. 22, §2, eff. June 12, 2009.(b)  Repealed by Acts 1997, No. 1236, §2.(c)  A person fishing with a licensed charter guide on board the vessel may purchase a charterpassenger fishing trip license at a fee of five dollars.  Such license shall be valid for threeconsecutive days.(d)(i)  A resident who is totally and permanently disabled and receiving a disability benefit fromthe federal social security system or a disability retirement income from a retirement system whosemembers are exempt from federal social security, either pursuant to the Railroad RetirementInsurance Act, 45 U.S.C. 231, or because they are employees of a state or a political subdivision ofthe state that has not voluntarily agreed to participate in federal social security under 42 U.S.C. 418,may purchase a basic recreational fishing license for a fee of two dollars and fifty cents and asaltwater license for a fee of two dollars and fifty cents.(ii)  A letter from the federal social security administration or retirement system grantingdisability benefits shall be required at time of purchase, along with proper identification. Such lettershall be evidence of qualification for the reduced fee provided for in this Subparagraph.(3)  The saltwater license is not required for residents possessing a two dollars and fifty centsbasic recreational fishing license and using only a rod or fishing pole, hook and line, without a reeland without using artificial bait.(4)  The saltwater license must be purchased and the fee paid irrespective of any agreement orprovision of law not specifically waiving the license or fee.  The required saltwater angling licenseshall not preclude a person from fishing for freshwater species of fish south of the designatedsaltwater line described in R.S. 56:322(A) or in saltwater lakes and bodies of water designated inR.S. 56:322(B).  A person may take or possess in such designated saltwater areas, without asaltwater angling license, any freshwater species of fish in any number not otherwise prohibited bylaw, provided the person possesses a valid fishing license as otherwise required by law.  For thepurpose of enforcement, the department shall determine by rule which species of fish shall beclassified as a freshwater species and which shall be classified as a saltwater species.  Any person,without a valid saltwater angling license, that takes a saltwater species of fish as classified by thedepartment from a designated saltwater area shall return such fish immediately to the waters fromwhich taken without avoidable injury.  An enforcement agent or officer of the department mayinspect a fisherman's catch to insure compliance with this Paragraph.D.  Repealed by Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §4, eff. June 26, 2000.E.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Subpart to the contrary, the department mayallow a recognized nonprofit rehabilitation program, upon written request to the department, topurchase recreational fishing permits in accordance with the following provisions:(1)  A recognized nonprofit rehabilitation program designed to assist an individual in an alcoholor substance abuse program may apply to the department in order to purchase residential recreationalfishing permits.
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(2)  The permits purchased may be similar to either the basic recreational fishing license or thebasic saltwater license.(3)  The permits shall be issued in the name of the recognized nonprofit rehabilitation programonly and not in any individual's name.(4)  The permits shall be used for rehabilitative purposes only and may not be transferredbetween rehabilitation programs.(5)  The secretary may promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the provisions ofthis Subsection.F.(1)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Subpart to the contrary, any resident of thisstate who is mentally retarded or developmentally disabled and who is engaged in recreationalfishing as part of approved therapy and habilitation service, and who is fishing under the immediatesupervision of personnel approved or employed by a hospital, residence, community home, school,or other facility licensed by the Department of Health and Hospitals in the care or rehabilitation ofmentally retarded or developmentally disabled persons shall be exempt from the licensingrequirements and fees applicable to recreational fishing license fees.(2)  The department shall issue permits to a licensed hospital, residence, community home,school, or other facility upon written request of such facility.  The permits shall be issued in thename of the facility and shall be used only for purposes of approved therapy and habilitation servicesand shall not be transferrable to any other facility.(3)  The permits shall authorize mentally retarded or developmentally disabled persons to engagein recreational fishing as part of approved therapy and habilitation services while under theimmediate supervision of personnel approved or employed by the facility.(4)  The mentally retarded or developmentally disabled person engaged in recreational fishingas provided in this Subsection and the supervisory personnel shall carry an authorization tag or othertype of identification approved by the department.(5)  For purposes of this Subsection, the terms "mentally retarded" and "developmentallydisabled" shall have the meanings ascribed to them in  R.S. 28:381.(6)  The department shall promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation andadministration of the provisions of this Subsection.G.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, in order to hunt or fish in thestate of Louisiana, a resident of this state who turns sixty years of age on or after June 1, 2000, shallbe required to obtain a senior hunting and fishing license.  However, any resident who turned sixtyyears of age prior to June 1, 2000, may choose to purchase a senior hunting and fishing license.  Afee of five dollars shall be charged for this license, and the license shall be available from June firstof each calendar year and shall be valid from the date of purchase through the following Junethirtieth.  This license shall be in lieu of basic hunting, big game, bow, and primitive firearmslicenses, waterfowl and turkey hunting stamps, and the basic and saltwater fishing licenses, and mustbe in the possession of the licensee when the licensee is engaged in hunting or fishing activities.H.  Any person who is not a resident of the state of Louisiana but who is a full-time studentenrolled in an accredited college or university that has a physical campus in the state of Louisianamay purchase a nonresident basic fishing license for the cost of a resident fishing license as providedin this Section.  In addition, a saltwater fishing license may also be purchased for the cost of aresident saltwater license.  In order to purchase a license under the provisions of this Subsection, theperson shall provide to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries verification of his full-time status.Such verification may be provided through the mail.  Any person fishing under a license issuedpursuant to this Subsection shall also have on his person his student identification card whichindicates current full-time status.
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I.  In lieu of a basic recreational fishing license, a nonresident may purchase a nonresident annualblack bass tournament fishing license which authorizes the license holder to fish for black bass whileparticipating in an official, registered fishing tournament.  Tournament organizers shall registertournaments with the secretary's office at the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheriesheadquarters in Baton Rouge.  The cost of the license shall be thirty dollars per year and the licenseshall be valid from July first until June thirtieth of the next calendar year.  The license holder shallpossess the license and evidence of his participation in a fishing tournament on his person whilefishing.  The license holder may only possess live black bass which are to be returned to the publicwaters of Louisiana.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1989, No. 246, §1, eff. June 26, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 455, §1; Acts 1991,No. 587, §1, eff. July 16, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 874, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1993, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1,1993; Acts 1993, No. 504, §1; Acts 1995, No. 89, §1; Acts 1995, No. 119, §1, eff. June 12, 1995; Acts 1995,No. 1029, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1039, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 1236, §§1, 2; Acts 2000, 2d Ex.Sess., No. 1, §§3, 4, eff. June 26, 2000; Acts 2001, No. 19, §1; Acts 2001, No. 324, §1; Acts 2001, No. 448, §1,eff. June 18, 2001; Acts 2001, No. 901, §1; Acts 2003, No. 77, §1; Acts 2008, No. 27, §1, eff. July 1, 2008; Acts2008, No. 51, §1, eff. June 5, 2008; Acts 2009, No. 22, §§1, 2, eff. June 12, 2009; Acts 2010, No. 289, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§302.2.  Exception for certain residents, nonresidents, and military personnel from purchaseor possession of basic recreational and saltwater licenseA.  Residents and nonresidents under sixteen years of age are not required to obtain a basicrecreational fishing license or saltwater license, but must have proof of age in their possessionwhenever fishing.B.  The following recreational fishermen, upon identification and proof of disability satisfactoryto the department, shall be issued a basic recreational fishing license and saltwater license withoutpayment of any fees:(1)  A resident who is a veteran of the armed forces, the Louisiana Army National Guard, or theLouisiana Air National Guard, having a permanent service connected disability classification of fiftypercent or more;(2)  A resident who is blind, paraplegic, or is a single or multiple amputee, or is required to useone or more artificial limbs or permanent braces for mobility as a result of a permanent and totaldisability.C.  The secretary may exempt for good cause persons or groups of people from the basic fishinglicense or the saltwater license.  Such exemption shall be in the form of a letter of permit from thesecretary.  The commission is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations which establish thecriteria for such exemptions and which otherwise implement this exemption.D.  Repealed by Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §4, eff. June 26, 2000.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1990, No. 236, §1; Acts 1991, No. 587, §1, eff. July 16, 1991; Acts 1993, No.290, §1; Acts 1995, No. 197, §1; Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §§3, 4, eff. June 26, 2000; Acts 2004, No. 438,§1. NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§302.3.  Recreational gear licenseA.  A recreational fisherman must possess, in addition to a basic recreational fishing license, arecreational gear license indicating that the applicable gear fee has been paid, whenever using orpossessing on the fishing grounds any gear listed in Subsection B, below.
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B.  Residents sixteen years of age or older shall pay a gear fee as follows:(1)  Crab traps: fifteen dollars for use of no more than ten crab traps.  An amount equal to fivedollars from each fee shall be credited to the Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program Account asprovided in R.S. 56:10(B)(13).  Residents who hold either a Sportsman's Paradise license, R.S.56:646, or a combination lifetime hunting and sports fishing license, R.S. 56:649.3(B), shall beexempt from the requirements of this Paragraph.(2)  Hoop nets:(a)  Twenty dollars for use of no more than five hoop nets.(b)  Mobility impaired persons, as defined in R.S. 47:463.4(E), who are bona fide residents andover the age of sixty years may use one hoop net not greater than eighteen feet by eight feet, for thepurpose of catching catfish for home consumption only.  There shall be no gear fee or license charge,and all such persons must be in possession of valid identification.(3)  Oyster tongs: five dollars for each tong in use.(4)  Slat traps: (a) twenty dollars for use of no more than five slat traps.(b)  Mobility impaired persons, as defined in R.S. 47:463.4(E), who are bona fide residents andover the age of sixty years, may use one legal size slat trap for the purpose of catching catfish forhome consumption only.  There shall be no gear fee or license charge and all persons must be inpossession of valid identification.(5)  Trawls:(a)  Twenty-five dollars for a trawl not exceeding sixteen feet in length.(b)  Eighty dollars for a trawl exceeding sixteen feet but not exceeding twenty-five feet in length.(c)  From July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006, in addition to any other fees provided for in thisParagraph, any recreational fisherman who purchases a trawl gear license shall be required to payan annual fee of ten dollars for residents and fifteen dollars for nonresidents for deposit into theShrimp Trade Petition Account as provided for in R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(b)(ii).  The licensee shall paythe fee required by this Subsection  only once in any single license year.1(6)  Wire nets: twenty dollars for use of no more than five wire nets.(7)  Crawfish traps:  Fifteen dollars for use of not more than thirty-five traps.  The traps shall bemarked with a waterproof tag, provided by the fisherman, with the name and recreational gearlicense number of the fisherman legibly printed on the tag.  The possession of an untagged crawfishtrap by a recreational fisherman shall constitute a violation of this Section.  The provisions of thisParagraph shall not be applicable to anyone over the age of sixty years.  The provisions of thisParagraph shall not be applicable to any person who has been declared permanently disabled by alicensed physician.(8)  Pipes/drums: ten dollars for use of no more than five pipes or five drums.(9)  Buckets/cans: ten dollars for use of no more than five buckets or five cans.C.  The gear fee for nonresidents is four times the gear fee for residents.  An amount equal totwenty dollars from each license sold shall be credited to the Derelict Crab Trap Removal ProgramAccount as provided in R.S. 56:10(B)(13).D.  No recreational fisherman shall use gill nets, trammel nets, strike nets, or seines, except baitseines in compliance with R.S. 56:323.
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E.  A valid recreational gear license may be transferred for temporary use only to a personholding a basic fishing license and having the same residency status as indicated on the license beingtransferred.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1987, No. 570, §1, eff. July 9, 1987; Acts 1987, No. 570, §§1, 2, and 3, eff.July 9, 1987; Acts 1987, No. 854, §1; Acts 1988, No. 720, §1, eff. July 18, 1988; Acts 1991, No. 587, §1, eff.July 16, 1991; Acts 1993, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 1080, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2;Acts 1997, No. 1181, §1; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 155, §1, eff. May 7, 1998; Acts 1999, No. 420, §1; Acts1999, No. 437, §2; Acts 1999, No. 1207, §1; Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §4, eff. June 26, 2000; Acts 2001,No. 30, §1, eff. May 24, 2001; Acts 2003, No. 323, §1; Acts 2004, No. 95, §1; Acts 2005, No. 172, §1; Acts2005, No. 195, §1, eff. July 1, 2005; Acts 2008, No. 37, §1, eff. June 5, 2008.As appears in enrolled bill.  Should be "Subparagraph".1§302.4.  Recreational fishing licenses: license year; purchase periodA.  Basic recreational licenses, freshwater trout licenses, saltwater licenses, and recreational gearlicenses are valid beginning June first of each calendar year and expiring on June thirtieth of thefollowing calendar year.  However, through promulgation and adoption of rules and regulationstherefor, the department may issue recreational licenses and recreational gear licenses for a periodof one year from the date of issuance.  Any such rule promulgated and adopted under the provisionsof this Section shall supersede the licensure period delineated in this Section prior to the adoptionof the rule.B.  Repealed by Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §3, eff. Sept. 21, 1998.C.  The nonresident fishing licenses provided for in R.S. 56:302.1 may be purchased with aqualified credit card in accordance with the rules of the department adopted pursuant to R.S. 56:642.D.  A license may be issued to a bona fide resident upon presentation of a Louisiana driver'slicense or a special identification card issued by the Department of Public Safety and Correctionsunder the provisions of R.S. 40:1321.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1990, No. 455, §1; Acts 1995, No. 660, §1; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164,§§2, 3, eff. Sept. 21, 1998.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.NOTE:  See Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §4, Re: Effectiveness and effective date of Act.  Letterdated Sept. 21, 1998, was sent to Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries from commissioner of administrationstating that funds were appropriated from the La. Technology Innovation Fund to implement theprogram.§302.5.  Basic recreational fishing licenses; issuing agent commissionAn issuing agent shall retain fifty cents of the fee collected from Louisiana residents from thesale of each basic recreational and temporary basic recreational fishing license issued by him andfifty cents of the fee collected from the sale of each saltwater license issued by him as fullcompensation for his services in issuing such licenses and collecting such fees.  Such agent mayretain one dollar of the fee collected from nonresidents for the sale of any of the licenses listed inthis Section.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1989, No. 240, §1, eff. June 26, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 455, §1; Acts 1998,1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §2, eff. Sept. 21, 1998; Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §3, eff. June 26, 2000.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.NOTE:  See Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §4, Re: Effectiveness and effective date of Act.  Letterdated Sept. 21, 1998, was sent to Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries from commissioner of administrationstating that funds were appropriated from the La. Technology Innovation Fund to implement theprogram.
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§302.6.  Recreational gear license place of purchase; basic recreational fishing licenserequirementA recreational gear license may be issued by the department, and may be purchased in personat the Baton Rouge and New Orleans offices, and at any other location designated by the department. Nonresident recreational gear licenses may be purchased by credit card in accordance with the rulesof the department provided for in R.S. 56:642.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1995, No. 660, §1; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §2, eff. Sept. 21, 1998.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.NOTE:  See Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §4, Re: Effectiveness and effective date of Act.  Letterdated Sept. 21, 1998, was sent to Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries from commissioner of administrationstating that funds were appropriated from the La. Technology Innovation Fund to implement theprogram.§302.7.  Free fishing days A.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the commission may designateno more than two days in each year as free recreational fishing days during which residents andnonresidents may exercise the privileges of a licensed recreational fisherman without purchase ofany otherwise necessary recreational fishing license.  B.  Any person fishing during a free recreational fishing day as may be declared by thecommission shall be subject to all of the limitations, restrictions, conditions, laws, and rules andregulations applicable to a holder of a recreational fishing license.  Acts 1987, No. 301, §1.  §302.8.  Repealed by Acts 1997, No. 206, §1.§302.9.  Charter boat fishing guide license; nonresident feeA.(1)  No person shall act as nor shall he represent himself to be a saltwater charter boat fishingguide unless that person has in his name a valid state charter boat fishing guide license, a validcaptain's license issued by the United States Coast Guard, and a valid state recreational fishinglicense, or in lieu of a state recreational fishing license, the person was born prior to June 1, 1940,or has a valid senior hunting and fishing license issued pursuant to R.S. 56:302.1(G).  In addition,any person acting as a saltwater charter boat fishing guide who is in charge of the operation of avessel shall have his required licenses on his person while on the water.  It shall not be a violationof this Section for a person to represent himself as a charter boat fishing guide if that person helda valid license during the previous thirty days but has not renewed the license.(2)  The nonresident charter boat fishing guide license shall be available only from the BatonRouge office of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. Such licenses shall be issued on aconsignment basis, and no agent fees shall apply.  A nonresident charter boat fishing guide licenseshall only be made available to those persons who possess a valid captain's license issued by theUnited States Coast Guard.B.  A nonresident fishing from a vessel operated by a licensed charter boat fishing guide shallpossess a valid license to fish in the saltwater areas of the state.  Each nonresident shall possess avalid out-of-state motor vehicle operator's license or such other proof of residency as the departmentmay require.C.(1)  The annual fee for a resident charter boat fishing guide license is two hundred fifty dollarsfor operating a vessel that carries not more than six passengers and five hundred dollars for operatinga vessel that carries more than six passengers.
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(2)  The annual fee for a nonresident charter boat fishing guide license is one thousand dollarsfor operating a vessel that carries not more than six passengers and two thousand dollars foroperating a vessel that carries more than six passengers.D.  A charter boat fishing guide license is valid for one year, beginning on January first of eachcalendar year and expiring on December thirty-first of the same calendar year.E.  A charter boat fishing guide license may be purchased at any time of the year for the currentlicense year and from November fifteenth for the immediately following license year.F.  A charter boat fishing guide license shall be issued by the department during normal workinghours and may be purchased in person at any department district office, at the Baton Rouge and NewOrleans offices, or at any other location designated by the department.G.  The fees derived pursuant to this Section shall be placed in the conservation fund.  Tenpercent of the fees collected annually from the sale of charter boat fishing guide licenses shall beused by the department for the promotion of the industry and protection of the fishery.  Such feesare to be expended for such purposes through the Louisiana Charter Boat Association.H.  Each charter boat fishing guide licensee may complete a landing report and return the reportto the department at the time and manner designated by the commission.  The commission shallestablish the information to be provided in the landing report by the charter boat fishing guidelicensee.  The landing report may include information on the number of trips taken, number ofanglers fishing on a trip, area fished, time fished, trip origin, any information determined by thecommission to be necessary to properly manage the fishery resource of the state, and any informationrequired by the commission to prepare stock assessments.  However, the commission shall notrequest any financial information.  The information provided by a licensee shall be maintained asconfidential in accordance with R.S. 56:301.4.  The commission shall adopt rules and regulationsin accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to implement the provisions of this Subsection.I.  Except for Subsection H, a violation of any provision of this Section shall constitute a classfour violation, R.S. 56:34.Acts 1995, No. 1039, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 1236, §1; Acts 2001, No. 902, §1; Acts 2003,No. 3, §1; Acts 2008, No. 564, §1; Acts 2010, No. 654, §1.§302.9.1.  Charter boat license; skiff fee; charter fishing trip licenseA.  For a charter fishing operation which does not have a charter boat fishing guide present, acharter boat license shall be required.  Such license shall be for a charter fishing operation whichconsists of a large motorized vessel carrying small skiffs attached to it with such skiffs to be usedby no more than two people for fishing purposes.  The main motorized vessel shall be required tocarry a charter boat license, and the captain shall have a valid captain's license issued by the UnitedStates Coast Guard with the license on his person.  For those vessels which carry up to six skiffs, thelicense fee shall be one thousand dollars per year.  For those vessels which carry more than sixskiffs, the license fee shall be two thousand dollars per year.  No main motorized vessel licensedunder the provisions of this Section shall enter any wildlife management area managed by theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries.B.  In addition, each skiff shall be required to have a charter skiff license which identifies thecharter vessel to which it is attached.  A licensed skiff shall only be used for fishing purposes whilethe charter vessel with which it is identified is located in Louisiana's territorial waters.  Each charterskiff license shall be issued for an annual cost of fifty dollars per skiff.C.  The charter boat license and charter skiff license shall be valid for one year, beginning onJanuary first of each calendar year and expiring on December thirty-first of the same calendar year.D.  Each nonresident who fishes from a skiff attached to the charter vessel shall purchase acharter fishing trip license for a cost of thirty dollars per person, which license shall be valid forthree consecutive days.
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E.  Any person fishing in or with a licensed charter skiff shall have in his possession a copy ofthe charter boat license, a copy of the charter skiff license, and his charter fishing trip license.F.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries may develop and promulgate rules and regulationsnecessary for the implementation of the provisions of this Section.Acts 2001, No. 449, §1, eff. June18, 2001; Acts 2003, No. 463, §1, eff. June 20, 2003.§302.10.  Sale of recreational catchA.  No person shall sell or barter any fish that has been taken recreationally or under theauthority of any type of recreational fishing license or with any recreational gear.B.  A violation of this Section shall constitute a class four violation.  In addition to the penaltiesprovided in R.S. 56:34, any person convicted of a violation of this Section shall be further penalizedas follows:(1)  For the first violation, a person shall forfeit his fishing license, and he shall not be issueda recreational license of any type and shall be barred from participating in any type of recreationalfishing for a period of one year from the date of conviction.(2)  For the second violation, a person shall forfeit his fishing license, and he shall not be issueda recreational license of any type and shall be barred from participating in any type of recreationalfishing for a period of two years from the date of conviction.(3)  For the third violation, a person shall forfeit his fishing license, and he shall never be issueda recreational license of any type  and shall be forever barred from participating in any type ofrecreational fishing.C.  Any person who, after being barred, participates in a recreational fishing activity or obtainsany recreational fishing license during a time of revocation shall be penalized under the provisionsof R.S. 56:37(A)(2), upon conviction.Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2; Acts 2003, No. 325, §1.
SUBPART C.  COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN

§303.  Commercial fisherman's license; fees; place of purchase; informationA.(1)  A commercial fisherman taking fish, including bait species, from state waters orpossessing fish in the state must purchase a commercial fisherman's license.(2)  A commercial fisherman selling his catch directly to a consumer shall possess a freshproducts license as provided in R.S. 56:303.1.1.  In addition, a commercial fisherman selling hiscatch to anyone other than a consumer or a licensed Louisiana wholesale/retail seafood dealer mustpossess a wholesale/retail seafood dealer's license as provided in R.S. 56:306 et seq.B.  The cost of the commercial fisherman's license is fifty-five dollars for residents and fourhundred sixty dollars for nonresidents.C.  A commercial fisherman possessing a commercial fisherman's license must comply with allprovisions of this Part and all other Sections of Title 56.D.  A commercial fisherman's license shall be issued only by the following:(1)  The department during normal working hours.  The license may be purchased in person atthe Baton Rouge and New Orleans offices, at any district office located south of Interstate Highway10, and at the fisheries office located in Bourg and the office located in New Iberia, or(2)  Special certificate agents authorized by R.S. 34:851.37.
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E.(1)  Beginning with commercial fishermen's licenses issued on and after July 1, 2009, thedepartment or the special certificate agent shall endorse a commercial fisherman's license as"certified" upon presentation to the department or the special certificate agent of a notarizedstatement from the tax preparer certifying that based upon his most recent federal income tax returnthe individual earns at least fifty percent of his income from commercial fishing activities.  Thedepartment shall maintain a list of those commercial fishermen who possess a commercialfisherman's license having a "certified" endorsement.(2)  The Department of Revenue shall provide to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries a listof the names and the social security numbers of those persons issued a certificate of exemptionpursuant to R.S. 47:305.20(B) in accordance with the confidentiality provisions established in R.S.47:1508.(3)  The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall promulgate necessary rules and regulationsto implement the provisions of this Subsection.F.  A resident of this state who is seventy years of age or older may obtain a senior commercialfishing license for an annual fee of twenty dollars.  The senior commercial fishing license shall bevalid from January first of each calendar year until December thirty-first of the same calendar year.The license may be purchased at any time for the current license year and may be purchased afterNovember fifteenth for the following license year.  The license shall be in lieu of a commercialfisherman's license required by this Section and shall also serve in lieu of any commercial gearlicenses that may be required by any activities engaged in by the license holder.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1989, No. 237, §1, eff. June 26, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 199, §1; Acts 1997,No. 376, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1338, §1; Acts 2001, No. 28, §1; Acts 2003, No. 250, §1; Acts 2004, No. 556, §1;Acts 2005, No. 133, §3, eff. June 22, 2006; Acts 2009, No. 446, §2, eff. July 1, 2009.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§303.1.  Commercial fisherman's license; license year; purchase periodA.  A commercial fisherman's license is valid for one year, beginning on January first of eachcalendar year and expiring on December thirty-first of the same calendar year.B.  A commercial fisherman's license may be purchased at any time of the year for the currentlicense year and from November fifteenth for the immediately following license year.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1997, No. 376, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§303.1.1.  Fresh products licenseA.  A commercial fisherman selling his catch directly to a consumer within the state of Louisianashall possess a fresh products license.B.  The cost of a fresh products license shall be twenty dollars for residents and one hundredtwenty dollars for nonresidents.  The fresh products license shall be valid for one year, beginningon January first of each calendar year and expiring on December thirty-first of the same calendaryear.C.  The fresh products license shall be issued only by the department during normal workinghours and may be purchased in person at the Baton Rouge and New Orleans offices or at any otherlocation designated by the department.D.  Anyone holding a fresh products license shall, on or before the tenth day of each month,submit to the department, on forms provided or approved by the department for that purpose,information required by the department as provided in R.S. 56:303.7.
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E.  A commercial fisherman may purchase a secondary fresh products license for a spouse if heprovides the spouse's name and social security number to the department.  This secondary licensewill allow the commercial fisherman to continue to fish while the spouse sells the catch.  Thesecretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall promulgate rules and regulationsimplementing the provisions of this Subsection.  The department is authorized to collect a fee forissuance of the license not to exceed five dollars which, after compliance with Article VII, Section9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, shall becredited to the Conservation Fund.Acts 1999, No. 1338, §1; Acts 2003, No. 357, §1.§303.2.  License possession; menhadenA.  The person in charge of the operation of each vessel engaged in commercial fishing musthave, in his possession and in his name, a valid, original commercial fisherman's license.  Thisperson must also have in his possession a gear license indicating that the applicable gear fee has beenpaid and, if applicable, a vessel license.B.  For the purposes of commercial menhaden fishing, notwithstanding any other provision oflaw to the contrary, the commercial gear license and the vessel license may be issued in the nameof the person in charge of the operation of the vessel, his employer, or the owner of the vessel, andmay be issued to any individual person, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity recognized bylaw.  Each vessel engaged in commercial menhaden fishing shall carry and have aboard a gearlicense and vessel license.  The licenses shall be in the possession of the person in charge of theoperation of the vessel.C.  For the purposes of this Subpart, only one commercial fisherman's license is required foreach menhaden seine being used to take menhaden or other herring-like fish.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1997, No. 4, §1, eff. May 7, 1997.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§303.3.  Helpers When a person in charge of the operation of a commercial fishing vessel, whether or not thatperson is the owner of the commercial fishing vessel, has a commercial fisherman's license and ison board the commercial fishing vessel, then any person assisting in commercial fishing under thesupervision of such licensed person need not have a commercial fisherman's license in his name;provided, however, nothing in this Section shall be construed to authorize any person to engage incommercial fishing in any of the waters of this state at any time when the commercial fisherman'slicense of the person has been revoked or suspended.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§303.4.  Commercial fisherman's sales receipt formThe commission shall develop, design, establish, adopt rules and regulations for, and implement,pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act, a commercial receipt form to be used bywholesale/retail seafood dealers who purchase fish from commercial fishermen, soft shell crabshedders, and fresh products licensees.  In addition to  information otherwise required by law,commercial fishermen, wholesale/retail seafood dealers, crab shedders, and fresh product licenseesshall provide such information as determined by the commission to be necessary to properly managethe fishery resource of the state, including information required by the commission to prepare stockassessments and other information required by the legislature.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1987, No. 779, §1; Acts 1990, No. 441, §1; Acts 1997, No. 376, §1; Acts1999, No. 1338, §1; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 130, §1; Acts 2001, No. 28, §1.
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§303.5.  Presumptions relative to fish caught by person possessing a commercial fishing licenseA.  As a condition of the application for the granting of a commercial fisherman's license, allsaltwater fish caught or transported by a vessel the operator of which is in possession of a validLouisiana commercial fishermen's license shall be deemed to have been taken in the waters ofLouisiana, and nothing to the contrary shall be claimed.B.  As a condition of possessing a commercial fisherman's license on a fishing trip on board avessel taking, transporting, or possessing finfish for commercial purposes or in a quantity in excessof a recreational limit, all finfish on board shall be deemed to have been taken for commercialpurposes.  All finfish on board the vessel are subject to all applicable seasons, limits, regulations,restrictions, and size requirements.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 2004, No. 96, §1.§303.6.  Oyster harvester licenseA.(1)  Each captain of a vessel harvesting or possessing oysters in state waters must purchasean oyster harvester license at a cost of one hundred dollars for residents and four hundred dollars fornonresidents.(2)  This license shall be required in addition to any and all licenses otherwise required in thisPart.  The provisions of this Section shall apply to both commercial and recreational fishermen.B.  The revenues generated from this license shall be used by the Department of Wildlife andFisheries solely for the Oyster Strike Force and the Department of Health and Hospitals for oysterwater monitoring.C.  The provisions of this Section shall apply to commercial fishermen and shall not apply torecreational oyster fishermen taking no more than two sacks a day in accordance with R.S.56:424(C).Acts 1989, No. 516, §2; Acts 1990, No. 874, §1; Acts 1991, No. 788, §1; Acts 1992, No. 638, §1; Acts1997, No. 419, §1.§303.7.  Transport and sale of the catchA.  The holder of a commercial fisherman's license may transport and sell his own catch to anylicensed Louisiana wholesale/retail seafood dealer located within the state of Louisiana.  The holderof a commercial fisherman's license may transport and sell his own catch to a consumer only withinthe state and only when in possession of a fresh products license as provided in R.S. 56:303.1.1.However, if he purchases fish for resale or transports his catch out of the state of Louisiana, or if hesells fish to a retail seafood dealer, restaurant, or retail grocer, he becomes a wholesale/retail seafooddealer and must obtain a wholesale/retail seafood dealer's license and is governed by the laws, rules,and regulations concerning wholesale/retail seafood dealers.B.  Whenever the holder of a commercial fisherman's license sells or transfers possession of hisown catch to a wholesale/retail seafood dealer, he shall present the license to the dealer for licenseverification.  The commercial fisherman shall provide the wholesale/retail seafood dealer with allinformation, as determined by the commission to be necessary to properly manage the fisheryresources of the state, that is required to complete the commercial receipt form, which shall includebut not be limited to the fisherman's first and last name, license number, signature, gear used, vesselused, primary location of where fish were caught, duration of trip, and permit numbers for speciesrequiring a permit to harvest.  The commercial fisherman shall sign each commercial receipt formattesting that the information provided therein is correct.
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C.  A commercial fisherman selling fish under the authority of a fresh product license specifiedin R.S. 56:303.1.1 shall record all information required on the commercial receipt forms, except thatthe fresh product license number shall be recorded in place of the wholesaler/retailer seafood dealer'slicense number.  The fresh product licensee shall complete monthly returns to the department asspecified in R.S. 56:306.6 for wholesale/retail seafood dealers.  The commercial fisherman shall signeach commercial receipt form attesting that the information provided therein is correct.Acts 1990, No. 441, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1106, §1, eff. July 14, 1997; Acts 1999, No. 1252, §1; Acts 2000,1st Ex. Sess., No. 130, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1990, No. 441, §2.§303.8.  Special apprentice license; commercial taking of saltwater fish;  requirementsA.  The commission shall provide for the obtaining of a special apprentice license for theauthorized commercial taking of saltwater fish.B.  The cost of obtaining the special apprentice license shall be one-half the cost of the regularcommercial fisherman's license or permit.C.  The requirements for obtaining the license shall include:(1)  That the applicant shall remain engaged in the fishing activity for at least two years as anapprentice to a person who possesses a valid regular commercial fisherman's license and permitissued by the department, and who is engaged in the commercial taking of saltwater fish by approvedmethods.  The applicant will agree to being aboard the vessel with his mentor while engaged in thefishing activity under this permit.(2)  That the applicant shall meet qualifying fishing income criteria necessary to obtain a licenseand/or permit for the apprentice program within the two-year apprenticeship.  Income may be madefrom any commercial fishing activity while accompanying a licensed commercial fisherman.D.  The special apprentice license shall authorize, under the same conditions as the regularlicense or permit, the commercial taking of saltwater fish by the apprentice during the period forwhich it is valid.  The special apprentice license shall be valid for one year.E.  At the end of the two-year period, the holder of a special apprentice license may apply fora regular commercial fisherman's license or permit for spotted sea trout, rod and reel, mullet, orrestricted species as provided in R.S. 56:325.4.F.  A person who holds or previously held a commercial fisherman's license, or who has beenconvicted of a class three or greater violation, shall be precluded from applying for an apprenticelicense under the provisions of this Section.G.  The commission shall adopt rules and regulations to implement the provisions of thisSection.Acts 1997, No. 1413, §1, eff. July 15, 1997.§303.9.  Presumption of fish used for commercial purposes onlyAs a condition of granting wholesale licenses,  retail licenses, or transportation licenses, all fishin the possession on the premises of the licensed facility or licensed vehicle shall be deemed to beused for commercial purposes only.Acts 1997, No. 670, §1.§303.10.  Repealed by Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 54, §2, eff. April 29, 1998.
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SUBPART D.  VESSEL LICENSE
§304.  Vessel license; fees; place of purchase A.  A vessel shall be licensed whenever engaged in commercial fishing in or wheneverpossessing fish for sale in the saltwater areas of the state defined in R.S. 56:322.  A vessel may belicensed whenever engaged in commercial fishing in or whenever possessing fish for sale in thefreshwater areas of the state defined in R.S. 56:322.B.  The cost of the vessel license is fifteen dollars for residents and sixty dollars fornonresidents.C.  Vessel licenses shall be issued only by the department during normal working hours and maybe purchased in person at any department district office, at the department's Baton Rouge and NewOrleans offices, or at any other location designated by the department.D.  Vessel licenses are issued in the name of the owner of the vessel and shall list the owner'sname and address, the vessel name and registration or documentation number, and any otherinformation required by the department.E.  "Owner", as used in this Subpart, means the person having legal ownership of the vessel andcan be an individual person, association, corporation, partnership, or other legal entity recognizedby law.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 2009, No. 446, §2, eff. July 1, 2009.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§304.1.  Vessel license: license year; purchase period A.  A vessel license is valid for one year, beginning on January first of each calendar year andexpiring on December thirty-first of the same calendar year.  B.  A vessel license may be purchased at any time of the year for the current license year andfrom October first for the immediately following license year.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§304.2.  Operation by person not holding a commercial fisherman's license A.  It is unlawful for the owner of a commercial fishing vessel licensed under this Subpart topermit any person not holding a valid, original commercial fisherman's license to operate suchlicensed vessel while the vessel is engaged in commercial fishing or while the vessel is possessingfish for sale in the waters of the state.  B.  A vessel engaged in commercial fishing and operated by a person not possessing a valid,original commercial fisherman's license subjects the vessel owner to revocation of the vessel licenseand seizure of the vessel and all fish and equipment thereon.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§304.3.  Registered vessels A commercial fishing vessel is considered registered under the laws of this state and forpurposes of Section 306 of the Magnuson Fisheries Conservation and Management Act wheneverthe vessel is licensed pursuant to this Subpart, is owned or operated by a person licensed under this
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Part, or whenever the vessel is used to bring fish into the state or its coastal waters or to fish for,take, catch, or transport fish that come into the state or its coastal waters.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§304.4.  Display of license Unless specifically provided for elsewhere, vessel licenses and license numbers shall bedisplayed in accordance with rules and regulations of the department.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§304.5.  Transferability; change of vessel nameA.  Vessel licenses are not transferable except as provided by rule or regulation of thedepartment. B.  The name of a vessel for which a vessel license has been issued cannot be changed withoutprior notification to the department.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.
SUBPART E.  GEAR LICENSE§305.  Commercial gear license; issuance to certain nonresidents prohibited; moratorium oncertain new gear licenses; renewalsA.  A commercial fisherman must possess a commercial gear license indicating that theapplicable gear fee has been paid whenever using or possessing on the fishing grounds any gearlisted in Subsection B, below.B.  Residents shall pay a commercial gear fee as follows:(1)  Butterfly nets: twenty-five dollars for each butterfly net.(2)  Crab traps:  thirty-five dollars to use any legal number of crab traps.  An amount equal tofive dollars from each commercial crab trap gear license shall be credited to the Derelict Crab TrapRemoval Program Account as provided in R.S. 56:10(B)(13), and an amount equal to five dollarsfrom each commercial crab trap license shall be credited to the Crab Promotion and MarketingAccount as provided in R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(e).  Any resident who holds a senior commercial fishinglicense shall be exempt from the provisions of this Paragraph.(3)  Oyster dredges: twenty-five dollars for each dredge.(4)  Gill nets:(a)  Twenty-five dollars to use any legal number of gill nets in the freshwater areas of the stateas defined in R.S. 56:322(A) and (B).(b)  Repealed by Acts 1997, No. 527, §2, eff. July 3, 1997.(c)  Two hundred fifty dollars per mullet strike net that may only be used during the specialmullet season defined in R.S. 56:333 or the special spotted sea trout season defined in R.S.56:325.3(C).(d)  Two hundred fifty dollars per pompano strike net that may only be used during the specialpompano season defined in R.S. 56:325.4 and 406.
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(e)  All commercial gear licenses as provided for in Subparagraphs (b), (c), and (d) of thisParagraph issued to all qualified nonresidents shall be one thousand dollars.(f)  Twenty-five dollars to use one shad gill net pursuant to R.S. 56:322.2.  No person shallreceive more than one such license per year.(5)  Hoop nets: twenty-five dollars to use any legal number of hoop nets.(6)  Purse seines/menhaden seines: five hundred five dollars for each purse seine in use.(7)  Seines: twenty-five dollars to use any legal number of seines.(8)  Oyster tongs: thirty dollars for each oyster tong.(9)  Slat traps: twenty-five dollars to use any legal number of slat traps.(10)  Trammel nets: twenty-five dollars to use any legal number of trammel nets in the freshwaterareas of the state as defined in R.S. 56:322(A) and (B).(11)  Trawls: twenty-five dollars for each trawl, except no fee is required for use of a test trawl,as defined by R.S. 56:495.1(A), when used with another trawl for which the gear fee has been paid.(12) Crawfish traps: twenty-five dollars to use any legal number of crawfish traps.(13)  Castnets with a radius in excess of eight feet six inches.(14)  Rod and reel: two hundred fifty dollars to fish in the saltwater areas of the state as definedin R.S. 56:322(A) and (B).  The department may issue a saltwater commercial rod and reel gearlicense to each applicant only if the following conditions have been met:(a)  The applicant must provide positive proof that they held a valid commercial gear license forgill nets during any two years of the years 1995, 1994, and 1993.(b)  The applicant must provide positive proof, in the form of unamended original state andfederal income tax returns, including Schedule C of the federal 1040 form, submitted in accordancewith procedures established by the commission, that the applicant has derived more than fifty percentof his earned income from the capture and sale of seafood species in at least two of the three years,1995, 1994, or 1993.(c)  Repealed by Acts 1997, No. 727, §2.(d)  Each commercial rod and reel fisherman shall report his total monthly commercial take tothe department in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 56:345.(15)  Wire nets: twenty-five dollars to use any legal number of wire nets.(16)  Twenty-five dollars to use one shad seine in freshwater areas of the state pursuant to R.S.56:322.1.  No person shall receive more than one such license per year.(17)  Twenty-five dollars to use a freshwater shrimp net in accordance with R.S. 56:501.(18)  Any other type of legal gear not listed in this Subsection: twenty-five dollars.  This type ofgear includes pipes, buckets, drums, tires, and cans that are placed into the water for the purpose ofcapturing and taking fish for commercial purposes.C.(1)  The commercial gear fee for nonresidents is four times the gear fee for residents; however,the nonresident fee for oyster dredges and tongs in particular shall be eight times the fee forresidents.  An amount equal to twenty dollars for each nonresident commercial crab trap gear licenseshall be credited to the Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program Account as provided in R.S.56:10(B)(13), and an amount equal to twenty dollars from each commercial crab trap gear licenseshall be credited to the Crab Promotion and Marketing Account as provided in R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(e).
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(2)  No commercial gear license allowing the use of specific fishing gear shall be issued to anynonresident whose domiciliary state prohibits the use of similar commercial fishing gear.(3)  Effective May 1, 1995, the department shall not issue any new commercial gear licenses forgill nets, trammel nets, strike nets, or seines for use in the saltwater areas of the state.  Thedepartment may issue renewal licenses to any person, company, or  corporation that held a validcommercial gear license for such gear for at least two years during either the 1992, 1993, or 1994calendar years.  The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to licenses issued for thecommercial taking of menhaden.D.  In the event more than one gear type is in possession on the fishing grounds the gear fee foreach type of gear must be paid and so indicated on the gear license.E.  A gear fee must be paid for each piece of gear or each type of gear, whichever is applicable,being used to take fish or, if the gear is not in use but is in possession on the fishing grounds, thegear fee must be paid for each piece of gear or type of gear, whichever is applicable, intended foruse or which was used to take fish.F.  All persons on board any commercial vessel, from which any commercial rod and reel isused, shall possess a valid commercial fishing license.G.  In addition to any other fees provided for in this Section, any commercial fisherman whopurchases a trawl, skimmer, or butterfly gear license shall be required to pay an annual fee of tendollars for residents and forty dollars for nonresidents for deposit into the Shrimp Marketing andPromotion Account as provided for in R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(b)(i).  The licensee shall pay the fee requiredby this Subsection only once in any single license year.H.(1)  For license year 2005, in addition to any other fees provided for in this Section, anycommercial fisherman who purchases a trawl, skimmer, or butterfly gear license shall be requiredto pay an annual fee of ten dollars for residents and forty dollars for nonresidents for deposit intothe Shrimp Trade Petition Account as provided for in R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(b)(ii).  The licensee shall paythe fee required by this Subsection  only once in any single license year.1(2)  For license year 2006, in addition to any other fees provided for in this Section, anycommercial fisherman who purchases a trawl, skimmer, or butterfly gear license shall be requiredto pay an annual fee of fifteen dollars for residents and sixty dollars for nonresidents for deposit intothe Shrimp Trade Petition Account as provided for in R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(b)(ii).  The licensee shall paythe fee required by this Subsection  only once in any single license year.1Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1987, No. 854, §1; Acts 1988, No. 825, §1; Acts 1988, No. 234, §1; Acts1990, No. 307, §1; Acts 1991, No. 859, §1; Acts 1991, No. 871, §1; Acts 1991, No. 887, §1, eff. Nov.  1, 1991;Acts 1992, No. 54, §1; Acts 1995, No. 462, §1, eff. May 1, 1995; Acts 1995, No. 543, §2; Acts 1995, No. 1316,§2; Acts 1997, No. 527, §2, eff. July 3, 1997; Acts 1997, No. 727, §2; Acts 1997, No. 1181, §1; Acts 1999, No.772, §1; Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 19, §1; Acts 2001, No. 112, §1; Acts 2003, No. 274, §1; Acts 2003, No.379, §1; Acts 2004, No. 126, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2004; Acts 2004, No. 825, §1; Acts 2004, No. 904, §1, eff. July12, 2004; Acts 2005, No. 172, §1; Acts 2005, No. 195, §1, eff. July 1, 2005.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.NOTE:  See Acts 2004, No. 904, §3, relative to termination.As appears in enrolled bill.  Should be "Paragraph".1§305.1.  License year; place of purchase; purchase period A.  A commercial gear license is valid for one year, beginning on January first of each calendaryear and expiring on December thirty-first of the same calendar year.  
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B.  A commercial gear license may be purchased at any time of the year for the current licenseyear and from October first for the immediately following license year.  C.  Commercial gear licenses shall be issued only by the department during normal workinghours and may be purchased in person at any department district office, at the department's BatonRouge and New Orleans offices, or at any other location designated by the department.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§305.2.  Applicant, license information; commercial gear license for the fishing of menhadenA.  Except as provided by Subsection D, a commercial gear license can only be purchased bya person possessing a valid commercial fisherman's license.B.  Except as provided by Subsection D, commercial gear licenses will only be issued in thename of the purchaser and shall list the purchaser's name, address, and license number of thepurchaser's commercial fisherman's license.C.  The licensee is responsible for all activities taking place under privilege of the license.D.  For the purpose of a commercial gear license for the fishing of menhaden or other herring-like fish, the commercial gear license may be issued to any person, association, partnership,corporation, or any other entity recognized by law.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1997, No. 4, §1, eff. May 17, 1997.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§305.3.  Temporary transfer of commercial gear licensesA.  A valid commercial gear license may be transferred for temporary use only to a personholding a valid commercial fisherman's license and having the same residency status as indicated onthe license being transferred.  Gear licenses that require qualification shall not be transferred andmay only be used by the person to whom it was issued.B.  A commercial gear license used by a person not holding a valid, original commercialfisherman's license and using gear under privilege of the commercial fisherman's license is subjectto revocation.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 2004, No. 95, §1.§305.4.  Other licenses The commercial gear license is required in addition to any other required licenses.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§305.5.  Commercial gear license for gill net; permits to be used in the EEZ; dedication andexpenditure of funds collectedA.  All revenues generated from the issuance of commercial gear licenses for gill nets or permitsissued under Subsection B of this Section to be used in the saltwater areas of the federal exclusiveeconomic zone (EEZ) and the freshwater areas of the state shall be deposited to the Wildlife andFisheries Conservation Fund to be used solely for costs associated with the issuance of commercialfishing licenses and for the enforcement of laws regulating wildlife, fish, and other aquatic life inthe coastal zone of the state.B.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall promulgate rules andregulations for the issuance of permits to persons authorized to possess gill nets, trammel nets, strike
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nets, and seines within the territorial boundaries of the state while traversing state waters to and fromthe federal exclusive economic zone.Acts 1991, No. 887, §1, eff. Nov. 1, 1991; Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2; Acts 1997, No. 527, §1, eff. July 3,1997.§305.6.  Moratorium on crab trap gear licensesFor commercial license year 2005, no person shall be issued a commercial crab trap gear licenseunless that person possessed a valid commercial crab trap gear license during any one of the years2002, 2003, or that portion of 2004 prior to November 15, 2004.Acts 1995, No. 873, §1; Acts 2004, No. 831, §1, eff. July 12, 2004.§305.7.  Rod and reel gear license eligibility; class three or greater violations; prohibitionsNotwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, after April 29, 1998, any personconvicted of a fishery-related class three or greater violation shall not be eligible to hold acommercial rod and reel gear license for a period of two years from the date of conviction.  Upona second conviction of such person for a fishery-related class three or greater violation, the periodof ineligibility to hold a commercial rod and reel gear license shall be five years from the date ofconviction.  Upon a third and subsequent conviction of such person for a fishery-related class threeor greater violation, the period of ineligibility to hold a commercial rod and reel gear license shallbe ten years from the date of conviction.Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 54, §1, eff. April 29, 1998.
SUBPART F.  WHOLESALE/RETAIL SEAFOOD DEALER

§306.  Wholesale/retail seafood dealer's license; place of business; employees; exemptions;wholesale out-of-state crab shipping licenseA.(1)  Any person buying, acquiring, or handling, from any person, by any means whatsoever,any species of fish, whether fresh, frozen, processed, or unprocessed, in Louisiana from within oroutside the state, for sale or resale, including bait species, whether on a commission basis orotherwise, is a wholesale/retail seafood dealer and must purchase a wholesale/retail seafood dealer'slicense.  A licensed wholesale/retail seafood dealer may act as a retail seafood dealer as specifiedin R.S. 56:306.1.(2)  A wholesale/retail seafood dealer shall include but not be limited to:(a)  The owner or operator of any fish factory, platform, soft shell crab shedding facility, or otherprocessing plant.(b)  A person shipping fish out of or into the state.B.(1)  The license shall be in the name of the licensee and shall list the legal mailing address andthe physical location of the place of business, and any other information required by the department.If the place of business is a vehicle, then the license shall state "vehicle" and shall list the legalmailing address and physical location of the licensee.(2)(a)  This license, when issued to an individual, allows the licensee to operate as awholesale/retail seafood dealer at any point within the state when that person is in possession of theoriginal license.  The license is only valid for the person for whom it has been issued.(b)  This license, when issued to a corporation, partnership, or any other type of association, isonly valid for one place of business and only valid to transact business for and in the name of thelicensee.
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(3)  If the licensee owns or operates more than one place of business, then an additionalwholesale/retail seafood dealer's license must be purchased for each additional place of business orvehicle.  The additional licenses shall be in the same name of the operator, list a different licensenumber than the original license, list the legal mailing address and the location of the place ofbusiness, and any other information required by the department.(4)  Individual employees of wholesale/retail seafood dealers are not required to obtain awholesale/retail seafood dealer's license when transacting the business of the wholesale/retailseafood dealer on the premises of the place of business, or when delivering for or on behalf of awholesale/retail seafood dealer and possessing a valid transport license purchased in connection withthat wholesale/retail seafood dealer, but any employee or person buying, acquiring, handling, orselling fish as a wholesale/retail seafood dealer or for a wholesale/retail seafood dealer at any placeother than on the premises of the place of business, or without a valid transport license for thatwholesale/retail seafood dealer, must obtain a wholesale/retail seafood dealer's license.  Whenindividual employees of a wholesale/retail seafood dealer operate under authority of a transportlicense for the dealer, the wholesale/retail seafood dealer licensee remains responsible for allactivities which take place under the authority of that license.(5)  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to a person transporting fish under theprivilege of a Louisiana transport license purchased in connection with a Louisiana wholesale/retailseafood dealer's license when that person buys fish for or on behalf of the wholesale/retail seafooddealer to whom such transport license was issued and only transports such fish to thatwholesale/retail dealer in Louisiana.  When a person operates under the authority of a transportlicense for that dealer, the wholesale/retail seafood dealer licensee remains responsible for allactivities which take place under the authority of that license.(6)(a)  In addition to the license requirements contained in this Section, any wholesale/retailseafood dealer who exports or attempts to export outside of the state of Louisiana any crabs, softshell crabs, boiled crabs, containerized crabmeat, or containerized pasteurized crabmeat shall berequired to purchase a wholesale out-of-state crab shipping license in addition to his wholesale/retaildealer's license.  The wholesale out-of-state crab shipping license shall be issued in the same manneras a wholesale/retail seafood dealer's license and shall be issued only to a person who is a licensedwholesale/retail seafood dealer.(b)  The fee for a wholesale out-of-state crab shipping license shall be one hundred dollars peryear.  The license shall be valid for one year, beginning on January first of each calendar year andexpiring on December thirty-first of the same calendar year.  The license may be purchased at anytime of the year for the current license year and from November fifteenth for the immediatelyfollowing license year.(c)  Of the revenues collected from the issuance of wholesale out-of-state crab shipping licenses,ten percent shall be deposited to the Conservation Fund, and ninety percent shall be deposited to theCrab Promotion and Marketing Account of the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Fund, R.S.56:10(B)(1)(e).Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1990, No. 261, §1, eff. July 4, 1990; Acts 1997, No. 376, §1; Acts 1997, No.866, §1; Acts 2004, No. 99, §1; Acts 2006, No. 401, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2006; Acts 2008, No. 722, §1, eff. Nov.15, 2008.§306.1.  Retail seafood dealer's license; place of business; employees; retail out-of-state crabshipping licenseA.  Any person buying, acquiring, or handling by any means whatsoever, from a Louisianawholesale/retail seafood dealer, any species of fish whether fresh, frozen, processed, or unprocessed,that sells to the consumer for personal or household use and any person who ships fish out of or
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within the state of Louisiana to the consumer for personal or household use shall purchase a retailseafood dealer's license.B.(1)  The license shall be in the legal name of the licensee and shall list the legal mailingaddress and physical location of the place of business and any other information required by thedepartment.  If the place of business is a vehicle, the license shall state "vehicle" and shall list thelegal mailing address and physical location of the licensee.(2)(a)  This license, when issued to an individual, allows the licensee to operate as a retailseafood dealer at any point within the state when that person is in possession of the original license.The license is only valid for the individual for whom it has been issued.(b)  This license, when issued to a corporation, partnership, or any other type of association, isonly valid for one place of business and only valid to transact business for and in the name of thelicensee.(3)  If the licensee owns or operates more than one place of business, then an additional retailseafood dealer's license must be purchased for each additional place of business or vehicle.  Theadditional licenses shall be in the same name of the business, list a license number which shall bedifferent than the original license, list the legal mailing address and the physical location of thatplace of business, and any other information required by the department.(4)  Individual employees of retail seafood dealers are not required to obtain a retail seafooddealer's license when transacting the business for the retail seafood dealer on the premises of theplace of business, but any employee or person buying, acquiring, handling, or selling fish as a retailseafood dealer other than on the premises of the place of business must obtain a valid retail seafooddealer's license.  When individual employees of a retail seafood dealer operate under the authorityof a transport license for that dealer, the retail seafood dealer licensee remains responsible for allactivities taking place under authority of that license.(5)  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to a person transporting fish under theprivilege of a Louisiana transport license purchased in connection with a Louisiana retail seafooddealer's license when that person buys fish for or on behalf of the retail seafood dealer and onlytransports such fish to that retail dealer.(6)  Restaurants and retail grocers who only purchase fish, whether fresh, frozen, processed, orunprocessed, from a licensed wholesale/retail seafood dealer and only sell such fish fully preparedby cooking for immediate consumption by the consumer need not be licensed in compliance withthe provisions of this Section.  Any restaurant or retail grocer who sells fish as described in R.S.56:306 or 306.1 shall be licensed in accordance with the applicable law.  All restaurants and retailgrocers shall maintain records as required in this Subpart.(7)(a)  In addition to the license requirements contained in this Section, any retail seafood dealerwho exports or attempts to export outside of the state of Louisiana any crabs, softshell crabs, boiledcrabs, containerized crabmeat, or containerized pasteurized crabmeat shall be required to purchasea retail out-of-state crab shipping license in addition to his retail dealer's license.  The retail out-of-state crab shipping license shall be issued in the same manner as a retail seafood dealer's license andshall be issued only to a person who is a licensed retail seafood dealer.(b)  The fee for a retail out-of-state crab shipping license shall be one hundred dollars per year.The license shall be valid for one year, beginning on January first of each calendar year and expiringon December thirty-first of the same calendar year.  The license may be purchased at any time of theyear for the current license year and from November fifteenth for the immediately following licenseyear.(c)  Of the revenues collected from the issuance of retail out-of-state crab shipping licenses, tenpercent shall be deposited to the Conservation Fund, and ninety percent shall be deposited to the
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Crab Promotion and Marketing Account of the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Fund, R.S.56:10(B)(1)(e).Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1997, No. 376, §1; Acts 2008, No.722, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2008.§306.2.  License fee; place of purchaseA.(1)  The cost of the wholesale/retail seafood dealer's license is two hundred fifty dollars forresidents and one thousand one hundred five dollars for nonresidents.  Restaurants and retail grocersmay sell native reptiles and amphibians for human consumption under the provisions of this Section.(2)  The cost of the retail seafood dealer's license is one hundred five dollars for residents andfour hundred five dollars for nonresidents.(3)  Validly licensed wholesale/retail seafood dealers shall not be required to obtain licenseswhich are required by Subpart K of Part VII of Chapter 1 of this Title entitled "Reptiles andAmphibians".  However, wholesale/retail seafood dealers are required to comply with anyregulations contained within those Sections of law.B.  A wholesale/retail seafood dealer's license and retail seafood dealer's license shall be issuedonly by the department during normal working hours at the Baton Rouge and New Orleans offices,or at any other location designated by the department.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1997, No. 376, §1; Acts 2006, No. 401, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2006.§306.3.  Wholesale/retail seafood dealer's license and retail seafood dealer's license; licenseyear; purchase periodA.  A wholesale/retail seafood dealer's license and a retail seafood dealer's license are valid forone year, beginning on January first of each calendar year and expiring on December thirty-first ofthe same calendar year.B.  A wholesale/retail seafood dealer's license and a retail seafood dealer's license may bepurchased at any time of the year for the current license year and from October first for theimmediately following license year.C.  The department may also authorize the purchase of a wholesale/retail seafood dealer's licenseand a retail seafood dealer's license for a four-year period at four times the cost of the annual licensefee. Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1987, No. 92, §1; Acts 1987, No. 534, §1; Acts 1987, No. 851, §1; Acts 1990,No. 441, §1; Acts 1995, No. 543, §2; Acts 1997, No. 376, §1; Acts 2003, No. 182, §1.§306.4.  Restrictions on buying and selling and transportation by wholesale/retail seafooddealers, retail seafood dealer's license; restaurants and retail grocersA.(1)  Wholesale/retail seafood dealers shall buy directly from commercial fishermen validlylicensed in Louisiana, and when purchasing fish for which a permit is required of the commercialfisherman, such dealers shall purchase only from those commercial fishermen possessing a validpermit.  Wholesale/retail seafood dealers validly licensed in Louisiana, and in the case ofwholesale/retail seafood dealers purchasing fish from out-of-state sellers and bringing the fish intoLouisiana, shall purchase only from those persons from whom a wholesale/retail seafood dealer canlegally purchase fish in the state of purchase, and from no one else.(2)  Each wholesale/retail seafood dealer who purchases fish from a licensed commercialfisherman shall record the sale on the three-part receipt form provided for in R.S. 56:303.7.  Thedealer shall copy the name and license number on the receipt form.  The dealer, at the time of the
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sale, shall provide the commercial fisherman with a sales receipt which shall be one part of the three-part receipt form.  All wholesale/retail seafood dealers shall comply with the records requirementscontained in R.S. 56:306.5.B.  Wholesale/retail seafood dealers can sell to anyone within or without the state.C.(1)  Retail seafood dealers, restaurants, and retail grocers shall buy directly only fromwholesale/retail seafood dealers licensed in Louisiana.  When a retail seafood dealer, restaurant, orretail grocer purchases fish from an out-of-state seller and brings the fish into the state, he shall buydirectly from those persons from whom he can legally purchase fish in the state of purchase.  Whena restaurant or retail grocer buys fish from an out-of-state seller and brings the fish into the state, therestaurant or retail grocer shall be licensed in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 56:306 or 306.1and shall possess a valid transport license when bringing such fish into the state.(2)  Restaurants and retail grocers who only purchase fish, whether fresh, frozen, processed, orunprocessed, from a licensed wholesale/retail seafood dealer and only sell such fish fully preparedby cooking for immediate consumption by the consumer, need not be licensed in compliance withthe provisions of this Subpart.  Any restaurant or retail grocer who purchases or sells fish in anymanner other than as described in this Section must be appropriately licensed as required by thisSubpart.  All restaurants and retail grocers shall maintain records as required by this Subpart.D.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section or any other law to the contrary, persons whoproduce and harvest crawfish in private ponds or produce and harvest catfish in private ponds shallnot be required to obtain, maintain, or exhibit any license, permit, or certificate in order to sell theircrawfish or catfish.  Any person may purchase crawfish or catfish, without any restrictions orrequirements, from persons who produce and harvest crawfish in private ponds or produce andharvest catfish in private ponds.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1987, No. 779, §1; Acts 1988, No. 955, §1; Acts 1990, No. 441, §1; Acts1997, No. 376, §1; Acts 1997, No. 866, §1; Acts 2001, No. 28, §1.§306.5.  RecordsA.  Wholesale/retail seafood dealers, retail seafood dealers, restaurants, and retail grocers shallkeep, in the English language:(1)  Records of the quantity and species of fish acquired, the date the fish was acquired, and thename and license number of the wholesale/retail seafood dealer or the out-of-state seller from whomthe fish was acquired.  When creel limits apply to commercial species, records shall also indicatethe number by head count of such species of fish.(2)  Records of the quantity and species of fish sold, the date the fish was sold, and the name andlicense number of the person to whom the fish was sold.  When sold to the consumer, the recordsshall indicate the quantity, species, and date and shall state that the fish was sold to the consumer.B.(1)  Wholesale/retail seafood dealers purchasing or acquiring fish from commercial fishermanshall complete a commercial receipt form.  The commercial receipt form shall be a three-part formsigned by both the commercial fisherman and the wholesale/retail seafood dealer or his designee,attesting to that the information required to be provided by each is correct.  One part of the receiptform shall be retained by the wholesale/retail seafood dealer, one part shall be given to thecommercial fisherman at the time of the transaction, and one part shall be transmitted to the secretaryof the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries as provided for in R.S. 56:306.6.(2)  The wholesale/retail seafood dealer is responsible for recording on the commercial receiptform that information provided by the commercial fisherman as specified in R.S. 56:303.7, and isresponsible for the following information at the time of purchase or transfer of possession of thecatch from a commercial fisherman to a wholesale/retail seafood dealer:  wholesale/retail seafood
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dealer's name and license number, commercial fisherman's name, license number and signature,transaction date, species identification, quantity and units of each species, size and condition of eachspecies, unit price of each species, and permit number for species requiring a permit to harvest.C.  The records required under Subsections A and B of this Section shall be maintained for threeyears and shall be open to inspection by the department.D.  All information, data, and statistics obtained by the department pursuant to this Section shallbe used for the equitable and efficient administration and enforcement of the laws pertaining to thefisheries resources of the state and for conservation and management purposes.E.  The names, addresses, and license numbers of commercial fishermen, except oysterfishermen, shall remain confidential, provided such information shall be available to and used by theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries for administrative and enforcement purposes.  However, thedepartment may make the names and addresses of commercial fishermen available to public orprivate entities for financial consideration.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1997, No. 376, §1; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 130, §1.§306.6.  Monthly returns to the department by wholesale/retail seafood dealersA.  Each wholesale/retail seafood dealer shall, on or before the tenth of each month, make areturn to the department of all commercial receipt forms representing actual transactions from everycommercial fisherman during the preceding month.  All commercial receipt forms submitted by adealer shall be accompanied by a monthly submission sheet signed by the wholesale/retail seafooddealer certifying that the transactions submitted represent all of the transactions by that dealer fromcommercial fishermen for that particular month.  Additionally, those wholesale/retail seafood dealerswho shed soft shell crabs or operate soft shell crab shedding facilities shall, on or before the tenthof each month, submit to the department, on forms specified by the department, information relativeto the amount of soft shell crab produced.B.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall draft regulations, for approval by the Wildlifeand Fisheries Commission and promulgation under the Administrative Procedure Act, prescribingprocedures to preserve the confidentiality of any data, information, or statistics submitted orcollected pursuant to this Section.  Such regulations shall allow compliance with federal proceduresas set forth by the United States Department of Commerce or its agencies for confidentiality offishing statistics collected from individuals or firms by the Department of Commerce or its agencies.C.  All fish purchased by wholesale/retail seafood dealers from persons other than licensedwholesaler/retail seafood dealers which are not reported as required herein shall be deemed to havebeen illegally possessed or purchased by the purchasing wholesale/retail seafood dealer.D.  No later than January 1, 2001, the department shall have in place the capability to receivethrough electronic means the commercial receipt form information required to be transmitted to thedepartment by R.S. 56:306.5(B) and Subsection A of this Section.  The department shall promulgaterules to regulate the submission of such commercial receipt form information electronically.Beginning January 1, 2001, a wholesale/retail seafood dealer may submit such commercial receiptform information electronically.Acts 1997, No. 376, §1; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 130, §1; Acts 2006, No. 401, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2006.§306.7.  DefinitionsFor the purposes of this Subpart:(1)  "Place of business" means the place where orders for fish are received or where fish is sold,including a vehicle if fish is sold from the vehicle, but does not include a public cold storage vault,
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temporary receiving station, or vehicle from which no orders are taken or no shipments or deliveriesare made other than to the place of business of a licensee in this state.(2)  Person, owner, and operator shall all mean "person" as defined by R.S. 56:8.Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 130, §1.
SUBPART G.  TRANSPORT LICENSE

§307.  Transporter; license requiredA.  Operators and drivers of any form of commercial transport, except common carriers, whoare in the act of loading, unloading, or transporting fish shall have in their possession at least oneof the following licenses:(1)  A commercial fisherman's license.(2)  A wholesale/retail dealer's license.(3)  A transport license.B.  Persons who produce and harvest crawfish in private ponds or who produce and harvestcatfish in private ponds shall not be required to obtain, maintain, or exhibit any license, permit, orcertificate in order to transport crawfish from the place where they were produced or harvested inprivate ponds or catfish from the private pond to the first point of sale.C.  Transport license requirements shall not apply to fish or fish products which are the resultof processing as defined in R.S. 56:8.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1987, No. 92, §1; Acts 1987, No. 534, §1; Acts 1987, No. 779, §1; Acts 1987,No. 851, §1; Acts 1990, No. 564, §1; Acts 1995, No. 543, §2.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§307.1.  Transport license fee; underlying license A.  The cost of a transport license is thirty dollars per vehicle and can only be purchased by aperson holding a valid Louisiana commercial fisherman's license or valid Louisiana wholesale/retaildealer's license.B.  The transport license shall be in the name of and bear the license number of the purchaserand shall state "transport license".C.  The transport license may be applied for in the same manner and is valid for the same one-year period as that of the purchaser's license.D.  The department may also authorize the purchase of a four-year transport license at four timesthe cost of the annual license fee.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 2003, No. 182, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§307.2.  Buying and selling prohibition by transporters; exceptions A.  A person transporting fish under privilege of a transport license is prohibited from buyingor selling, by any means whatsoever, any species of fish.  B.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to a person transporting fish under the privilegeof a Louisiana transport license purchased in connection with a Louisiana wholesale/retail dealer's
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license when that person buys fish for or on behalf of the wholesale/retail dealer to whom suchtransport license was issued and only transports such fish to that wholesale/retail dealer.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 1990, No. 261, §1, eff. July 4, 1990.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§307.3.  Number of licenses that can be purchased A validly licensed commercial fisherman or wholesale/retail dealer may purchase any numberof transport licenses.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§307.4.  Repealed by Acts 1987, No. 779, §2.§307.5.  Transferability Transport licenses are freely transferable between vehicles, but the licensee remains responsiblefor all activities taking place under authority of that license.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§307.6.  Common carriers Common carriers are exempted from the licensing provisions of this Section, but are requiredto comply with R.S. 56:307.7 below.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§307.7.  Shipping recordsA.  Shipments containing fish shall be plainly marked, the tags or certificates to show the dateand names of the consignor and the consignee, with an itemized statement of the number of poundsof fish and the names of each kind contained therein.  Bills of lading issued by a common carrier forsuch shipments shall state the number of packages which contain fish, and the date and names of theconsignor and consignee, with an itemized statement of the number of pounds of fish and the namesof each kind contained therein.  Shipments of fish of any species and fish products shall be subjectto inspection by enforcement agents of the department while in transit and upon leaving the state.B.  Information, data, and statistics obtained by the department pursuant to this Section shall beused for the equitable and efficient administration and enforcement of the laws pertaining to thefisheries resources of the state and for conservation and management purposes.Acts 1986, No. 904, §1; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 130, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.
SUBPART H.  PENALTY§308.  Penalty A.  Violation of R.S. 56:301.1(A), (B), and (C), as applied to recreational fishermen, or violationof Subpart B of this Part constitutes a class one violation.  
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B.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Part, except those listed in Subsection A of thisSection, constitutes a class three violation.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.
SUBPART I.  SOFT SHELL CRAB SHEDDERS

§§309-309.4.  Repealed by Acts 2006, No. 401, §2, eff. Nov. 15, 2006.
PART VII.  FISH AND OTHER AQUATIC LIFESUBPART A.  SPORT AND COMMERCIAL FISHING

§311.  Repealed by Acts 1981, No. 737, §2.§312.  Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 876, §4, eff. July 23, 1985.§313.  Control of fisheries; duty of commission; duty of the department The exclusive control of the fish having a game or commercial value in the state is vested in thecommission.  The department shall enforce the provisions of law regulating them.  All fish taken,possessed, or transported contrary to the provisions of this Subpart shall, when found, be confiscatedby the department through its authorized agents.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  Amended by Acts 1979, No. 277, §1.§314.  Confiscation of unlawful tackle Possession or operation on the fishing grounds of illegal, unlicensed, or improperly tagged tackleis prima facie evidence that it is being used unlawfully or kept for unlawful use.  Such tackle, usedin operation thereof, is a public nuisance and shall be confiscated and turned over to the commission.If the property so seized is susceptible of lawful use it shall be returned by the commission toits lawful owner within thirty days after final disposition of the charge.  If the seized property isillegal per se and not susceptible of lawful use the commission shall make disposition in accordancewith the order of the court having jurisdiction over the charge; provided however, that no fishingtackle, gear, rods or reels shall be seized by any agent of the commission if the sole violation is thefailure of the offender to have on his person a fishing license.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.§315.  Sanctuaries and propagating places; closed zones The commission may set aside of itself, or concurrently with any duly authorized parish gameand fish commission, suitable locations in any of the waters of the state in whole or in part, andoperate and maintain hatcheries, sanctuaries, and propagating places for the protection andpropagation of fish for maintaining the supply in those waters and for restocking same.  Such areasshall be designated as closed zones, and fishing shall be restricted in any manner deemed advisableby the commission.  In order to carry out the provisions of this section, the commission maypurchase lands, build dams, expropriate property and do anything necessary to carry these provisionsinto effect.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.
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§315.1.  Fish ladders The commission from any available funds, or concurrently with any duly authorized parish gameand fish commission, may construct or place fish ladders in all lakes within the state subject to theapproval of the Department of Public Works, where dam construction has caused a need therefor inorder that propagating places may be reached by the fish.  These lakes shall include but shall not belimited to the following: Caddo Lake.  Added by Acts 1983, No. 579, §1.  §316.  Trespass on areas set aside for propagation of fish A.  No person shall willfully enter into or upon any building or other structure, or any area ofland or water, set apart and used by or under authority of the commission for conducting scientificexperiments or investigations, or for the propagation and distribution of fish, after the commissionhas printed notices of such occupation and use and the purpose thereof.  These notices shall beplaced in a conspicuous position adjacent to the area or upon the building or other structure.  B.  No person shall willfully and maliciously injure or deface any such building or otherstructure or any notice posted as aforesaid; nor injure or destroy any property used in suchexperiments, investigations, or fish propagation; or otherwise interfere therewith.  C.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class three violation.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992.§317.  Repealed by Acts 2006, No. 399, §2, eff. June 15, 2006.§318.  Taking fish for scientific or educational purposes; permits A.  The department may take fish of any kind when, where, and in such manner as may bedeemed necessary for scientific or educational purposes and for propagation and distribution.  Thedepartment shall have the authority to regulate or prohibit, by rule in accordance with theAdministrative Procedure Act, the importation or introduction of live fish or fish eggs of any kindin public or private waters of the state.  B.  No person shall introduce into the state any live fish or fish eggs without a permit issued bythe department; provided, however, that the department shall have the authority to regulate orprohibit, by rule in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, the importation orintroduction of goldfish and aquarium fish into the state.  C.  The secretary may issue permits to any persons to take fish for scientific or educationalpurposes or for propagation or for distribution.  The prohibition against the taking of fish by meansof any device not specially permitted in this Subpart under the legal size limits provided in thisSubpart during any closed season or closed zones designated by the department does not apply tosuch persons if, in the opinion of the department, the fish are necessary for scientific or educationalpurposes or for propagation or distribution to other waters of the state.  These permits may berevoked at any time if abused.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1990, No. 196, §1.  §318.1.  Fishing tournaments; special permitsA.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the commission may adopt rulesin accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act  to establish special permits authorizingparticipants in a large tournament to possess live black bass, Micropterus spp., or its hybrids, thatwould otherwise fall outside of legal limits.
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B.  The application for the permit may be accompanied by a fee in an amount determined by thedepartment as necessary to cover the reasonable administrative costs incurred by the department inissuing and enforcing the permit.  The permit application shall be made on a standard form providedby the department and shall include the name, address, and phone number of the sponsoringorganization or individual; the location and date of the tournament; total value of the prizes; andexpected number of participants.  The permit application shall be submitted to the department atleast thirty days prior to the proposed event.C.  Permits are not transferable and shall clearly demonstrate the expiration date.D.  An employee of the department may be assigned as an observer and be present at anytournament.E.  As used herein, "large tournament" shall mean any tournament in which the number ofqualified entries exceeds one hundred boats.Acts 1997, No. 449, §1, eff. June 22, 1997.§319.  Exotic fish; importation, sale, and possession of certain exotic species prohibited; permitrequired; penaltyA.  No person, firm, or corporation shall at any time possess, sell, or cause to be transported intothis state by any other person, firm, or corporation, without first obtaining the written permission ofthe secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, any of the following species of fish:freshwater electric eel (Electrophorus sp.); rudd (Scardinius erythrophthalmus); all members of thefamilies Synbranchidae (Asian swamp eels); Channidae (snakeheads); Clariidae (walking catfishes);Trichomycteridae (pencil catfishes); all species of tilapia, and carp, except koi or common carp(Cyprinus carpio) and goldfish (Carassius auratus).  Any fish which requires a permit under theprovisions of this Subsection shall not be returned to the water if taken from state waters, and anysuch fish may be possessed only by properly permitted people or if the fish is dead.B.  All permits granted under the provisions hereof shall be on an annual basis except for permitsissued for triploid grass carp possession and transportation for aquatic plant control.  All requestsfor such permission shall indicate the source, number, and destination of the species named therein.C.  The provisions contained herein shall be enforced by the commission, and its decision in thegranting or denial of the permission referred to herein shall be final.D.  No person shall have in possession or sell in this state a piranha or Rio Grande Cichlid;except that, piranha may be possessed and displayed at the Aquarium of the Americas, AudubonInstitute, New Orleans, as authorized by a special permit issued by the department, under conditionsthe department deems necessary to prevent their introduction into waters of the state.  Neither thepermit nor the conditions and requirements thereof shall be required to be adopted pursuant to theprovisions of the Administrative Procedure Act.E.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class four violation.Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 1982, No. 94,§1; Acts 1988, No. 939, §1, eff. July 26, 1988; Acts 1990, No. 695, §1, eff. July 20, 1990; Acts 1992, No. 528,§1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1995, No. 1142, §1; Acts 2003, No. 91, §1, eff. May 28, 2003.§319.1.  Control of importation of fish; department's regulatory authority The department shall have the authority to regulate or prohibit, by rule in accordance with theAdministrative Procedure Act, the possession, sale, or transportation of any fish into Louisiana.  Acts 1988, No. 614, §1, eff. July 14, 1988; Acts 1990, No. 196, §1.
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§319.2.  Designation and taking of exotic fishThe commission is authorized to designate as exotic a species of fish not indigenous to the stateof Louisiana.  The commission may promulgate rules under the provisions of the AdministrativeProcedure Act to authorize the taking of exotic fish from public waters in the state under specifiedlicenses and by specified gear.  The secretary may issue permits as authorized by the commission.Such permits shall be valid for one year and shall be subject to monitoring, review, and suspensionor revocation by the secretary.Acts 2004, No. 98, §1.§320.  Methods of taking freshwater or saltwater fishA.(1)  Freshwater and saltwater recreational fish may be taken by means of rod, fishing pole,hook and line, trolling line, handline, bait casting, fly casting apparatus, crawfish nets, by use ofdevices known as yo-yos or trigger devices, bow and arrow, recreational hoop nets, recreational wirenets, recreational slat traps, standard spearing equipment used by a skin diver sport fishing insaltwater or freshwater when submerged in the water, recreational pipes, recreational buckets,recreational drums, recreational tires, and recreational cans, and by no other means except a barblessspear or a multi-pronged barbed gig that may be used in saltwater for taking flounder.  Recreationalwire nets and recreational hoop nets authorized for use under the provisions of this Section shall beused only in the geographical areas  of the state designated as freshwater under the provisions of R.S.56:322.(2)  However, skin divers fishing for recreational purposes in fresh water, when submerged inthe water and using standard spearing equipment, or any person using a bow and arrow, or anyperson using or possessing nets or traps, including recreational hoop nets, recreational slat traps,recreational pipes, recreational buckets, recreational drums, recreational tires, and recreational cans,may not take or possess any game fish as defined in R.S. 56:8 except red drum may be taken usinga bow and arrow or by skin divers using standard spearing equipment fishing for recreationalpurposes while submerged in water.(3)  However, notwithstanding Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Subsection, and any other provisionof law to the contrary, bream of any species may be taken when fishing for sport in freshwater byusing a minnow trap that does not exceed twenty-four inches in length and having a throat no largerthan one inch by three inches for noncommercial bait purposes in any lake not wholly containedwithin this state which is in excess of one hundred thousand surface acres.(4)  Repealed by Acts 1999, No. 5, §2.(5)  Repealed by Acts 2006, No. 111, §1.B.(1)  Commercial finfish may be taken with pole, line, the device known as a yo-yo, the deviceknown as a trigger device, handline, with any trotline wherein hooks are not less than twenty-fourinches apart, approved slat traps, cans and minnow traps, with legal seines and nets, with bows andarrows, or by any skin diver in salt water or fresh water, when submerged in water and usingstandard spearing equipment, and by no other means except as provided in Subsection C of thisSection.  In the saltwater areas of the state as defined in R.S. 56:322(A) and (B), commercial finfishmay be taken by means of rod and reel.  However, eel may be taken for commercial purposes usingeel pots and other legal gear as provided herein.  Violation of this Paragraph constitutes a class threeviolation.(2)  Repealed by Acts 1995, No. 543, §3.
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(3)  Crabs or stone crabs may be taken with any legal crab trap, crab dropnet, trawl, skimmer net,butterfly net, hoop net, trotline, handline, bushline, dip net, or cast net.  A dredge shall not be usedfor the intentional taking of crabs.  Crab traps located in areas north of the northern bank of theIntracoastal Waterway and west of Louisiana Highway 70 and those areas located on the eastern sideof the Mississippi River and inland from the saltwater line are not required to be marked with a floatand float line, unless the trap is placed in a lake.C.(1)  No person shall take or possess fish taken by means of spears, poisons, stupefyingsubstances or devices, explosives, guns, tree-topping devices, lead nets, except as provided in R.S.56:329(B), electricity, or any instrument or device capable of producing an electric current used inshocking said fish; except a barbless spear or a multi-pronged barbed gig that may be used in saltwater for taking flounder.  No person shall take or possess game fish taken by means of snaggingdevices, not including bow and arrow.  Catfish may be taken by means of snagging devices. Garfishmay be taken by means of spears and bows and arrows.  It shall be unlawful to possess any of theprohibited instruments, weapons, substances, or devices set out hereinabove with the intent to takefish in violation of the provisions of this Section.(2)  No person shall use or deploy within the state territorial waters bandit gear or longline gear.A person may possess bandit gear or longline gear aboard a vessel within state territorial waters solong as such gear is not in use or deployed to take fish.  No person shall possess fish taken withinthe state territorial waters using bandit gear or longline gear.D.  The commission may provide by rule or regulation that no seines or gill nets authorized foruse in taking fish from the waters of the state of Louisiana shall be left unattended, except asotherwise provided by this Title.E.  The commission may provide by rule and regulation for the taking of game fish with scubagear, consistent with and in addition to other provisions of law as provided in this Section.F.  Each gill net or trammel net used to take freshwater commercial fish shall be marked withtwo waterproof tags with the name and license number of the fisherman legibly printed thereon, suchtags to be placed at each end of the net.  The secretary shall promulgate and adopt rules andregulations to establish a marking system for nets used in freshwater areas of the state sufficient toenable the department's agents to clearly identify unattended nets, as defined in R.S. 56:8, includingthe name and license number of the owner of such nets, and sufficient to enforce all laws relativeto such nets.  Violation of this Subsection constitutes a class three violation.G.  It shall be unlawful for any person to use or employ any aircraft including fixed wingaircraft, dirigibles, balloons, helicopters, or any other form of aerial surveillance in the airspace ofthis state to assist in the taking of finfish except in the fisheries of menhaden and herring-like fishas defined in Title 76, Section 311 of the Louisiana Administrative Code.  Any aircraft, boat, orvessel and equipment utilized in the taking of finfish and any fish taken or possessed, except in thefisheries of menhaden and other herring-like fish, contrary to the provisions of this Subsection shallbe subject to confiscation.  Violation of this Subsection constitutes a class 5-A violation.H.  Violations of Subsection C of this Section and the taking of freshwater and saltwatergamefish by illegal methods shall constitute a class four violation.I.(1)  It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly and intentionally use or employ any netto encircle a vessel or to otherwise knowingly and intentionally use or employ any vessel or fishinggear to interfere with the lawful fishing of another.(2)  It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly and intentionally use or employ any vesselor recreational gear to interfere with the lawful commercial fishing of another.
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(3)  A violation of the provisions of this Subsection shall constitute a class two violation, R.S.56:32.Acts 1974, No. 36, §1; Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  Amended by Acts 1976, No. 79, §1; Acts 1979, No. 278,§1; Acts 1979, No. 547, §1; Acts 1982, No 318, §1; Acts 1984, No. 323, §1; Acts 1984, No. 516, §1; Acts 1984,No. 706, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1986; Acts 1986, No. 114, §1; Acts 1986, No. 904, §3; Acts 1988, No. 711, §1; Acts1988, No. 36, §1; Acts 1990, No. 372, §1, eff. July 10, 1990; Acts 1990, No. 545, §1; Acts 1990, No. 794, §1;Acts 1991, No. 270, §1; Acts 1991, No. 698, §1; Acts 1991, No. 859, §1; Acts 1991, No. 886, §1; Acts 1992,No. 50, §1; Acts 1992, No. 52, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1993, No. 62, §1; Acts1995, No. 362, §1; Acts 1995, No. 543, §§2, 3; Acts 1995, No. 956, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2; Acts 1997,No. 1181, §1; Acts 1999, No. 5, §§1, 2; Acts 1999, No. 1170, §1; Acts 2001, No. 30, §1, eff. May 24, 2001; Acts2001, No. 149, §1; Acts 2004, No. 240, §1; Acts 2004, No. 460, §1; Acts 2004, No. 825, §1; Acts 2005, No.371, §1; Acts 2006, No. 111, §1; Acts 2007, No. 296, §1; Acts 2008, No. 23, §1, eff. July 1, 2008; Acts 2008,No. 220, §12, eff. June 14, 2008; Acts 2010, No. 223, §1; Acts 2010, No. 746, §1.§320.1.  Use and possession of certain gill nets, trammel nets, strike nets, or seines; prohibitedA.  No person shall use, possess, or have in his possession, or have aboard any vessel, a gill net,trammel net, strike net, or seine in the saltwater areas of the state as defined in R.S. 56:322(A) and(B), except as provided in R.S. 56:318 and 320.2.B.  A violation of the provisions of this Section shall constitute a class six violation.Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2.§320.2.  Federal exclusive economic zone (EEZ)A.  The possession of gill nets, trammel nets, strike nets, or seines on or aboard any vessel in thesaltwater areas of the state is prohibited unless the captain or owner of the vessel has in hisimmediate possession upon the vessel a permit issued by the department under R.S. 56:305.5(B).B.  While traversing state waters going to and from the waters of the federal exclusive economiczone (EEZ), all gill nets, trammel nets, strike nets, or seines shall remain on board the vessel andshall not be used while in state waters.C.  All vessels fishing in the federal exclusive economic zone (EEZ) shall comply with allapplicable federal law and regulations.D.(1)  A violation of this Section shall constitute a class six violation. In addition to any penaltyimposed under this Section, any state permit issued under the provisions of R.S. 56:305.5(B) shallbe immediately suspended upon a conviction for violation of this Section.(2)  No person who has had his permit suspended under this Section shall reapply for a newpermit or be issued a new permit.E.  The commission shall promulgate rules and regulations as may be necessary to effectuate theprovisions of this Section.Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2.§321.  Elevated trotlines prohibited; civil liability A.  No person shall set, maintain, take, or attempt to take fish from any trotline of which anysegment of the staging line measures in excess of four feet where any portion of any hook extendsabove the surface of the waters of any of the bodies of waters within the state of Louisiana.However, this Section shall not apply to White Lake in Vermilion Parish and Grand Lake and LakeMisere in Cameron Parish.  Any violation of the provisions of this Section shall constitute a classtwo violation, R.S. 56:32.
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B.  Such action shall be considered prima facie evidence of negligence in a civil action fordamages suffered by another as a result thereof.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §1; Acts 1992, No. 854, §1; Acts 1993, No, 843, §1.  §322.  Seines or nets; size of mesh; classification as to salt or fresh water; crawfish trapsA.  The legislature recognizes the historic division of the state into saltwater and freshwaterareas.  The legislature also recognizes that this division is based in large measure on the variationsof flora and fauna found within these two divisions.  The legislature further recognizes that an exactline of demarcation is insusceptible of precise location by reason of the changes in water salinitycaused by winds, tides, and rains.  It is, therefore, the intention of the legislature that the followingdescribed boundary line easterly from the Texas state line to the Mississippi state line shall be usedin dividing the state into predominantly saltwater and predominantly freshwater areas: TheIntracoastal Waterway from the Texas-Louisiana boundary to its junction with Louisiana Highway27 at Gibbstown, and then south to Louisiana Highway 82 and then east to its junction with theIntracoastal Waterway at Forked Island, the Intracoastal Waterway from Forked Island to BayouBarataria to the Harvey Canal, the Harvey Canal to the Mississippi River, the Mississippi River tothe Industrial Canal, the Industrial Canal to the Intracoastal Waterway, the Intracoastal Waterwayto the Rigolets in Orleans Parish to the Louisville and Nashville railroad bridge, the Louisville andNashville railroad right-of-way from the Orleans Parish line to the Mississippi state line.B.  The areas south of the above-described boundary line, plus the saltwater lakes known as LakeMaurepas; Lake Pontchartrain; Lake St. Catherine; Chef Menteur Pass, except that  seven-tenths ofa mile section from Bayou Sauvage south to the Intracoastal Waterway; the Rigolets; Unknown Pass;Pass Manchac; and that portion of the Calcasieu Ship Channel from the Intracoastal Waterway southto the Gulf of Mexico, shall be designated as saltwater areas.C.  The following provisions shall apply to saltwater areas:(1)  Hoop nets.  For the taking of commercial fish, a person may have in possession or in usehoop nets with a mesh of not less than one inch square or two inches stretched after treating with taror copper.(2)-(4)  Repealed by Acts 1995, No. 1316, §3.(5)  Monofilament, multifilament, or other materials.(a)  Except as provided in Subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph,  the use and possession oftrammel nets, gill nets, and seines constructed of monofilament, multifilament, or other materials isprohibited, except as provided in R.S. 56:318 and 320.2.(b)  The nets defined in R.S. 56:8 ("Mullet strike net" and "Pompano strike net") are notprohibited, but shall not be constructed of monofilament.(6)  Purse seines.(a)  The use of purse seines for the taking of finfish, other than menhaden and herring-likespecies, shall be prohibited in inside waters as delineated by R.S. 56:495.(b)  The use of purse seines for the taking of finfish, other than menhaden and herring-likespecies, shall be prohibited in outside waters as delineated by R.S. 56:495.(c)  Except as provided in R.S. 56:324, possession of red drum or spotted sea trout on board anyvessel on which a purse seine is also on board, within or without the waters of Louisiana, isprohibited.  Any agent who finds a vessel with such fish and equipment on board shall seize thevessel, fish, and equipment.  Whoever violates the provisions of this Paragraph shall be fined eighthundred and fifty dollars per each hundredweight of red drum or spotted sea trout which areconfiscated and shall forfeit each purse seine found on board at the time of confiscation.
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(7)  Unattended nets.  No nets or beam trawls used for taking fish or shrimp from the saltwaterareas of the state shall be left unattended as defined in R.S. 56:8, except such legal nets or trawlswhich are attached to a wharf at a camp and which are tagged with a department tag issued inconjunction with the gear being used.  Any net or beam trawl which is seized for a violation of thisParagraph shall be considered abandoned.  Hoop nets, without leads, may be left unattended in thesaltwater areas of the state for the sole purpose of taking legal commercial catfish species.(8)  Repealed by Acts 1995, No. 1316, §3.D.  Except as otherwise provided in Subsection B herein, the areas north of the above describedboundary line shall be designated as freshwater areas.E.  The following provisions shall apply in freshwater areas:(1)  Hoop nets.  For the taking of commercial fish a person may have in possession or in usehoop nets with a mesh of not less than one inch square or two inches stretched after treating with taror copper; however, a person may have in possession or in use hoop nets with a mesh of not less thantwo inches square or four inches stretched after treating with tar or copper for the taking ofcommercial fish from a freshwater lake located wholly within a parish of over two hundred thousandpopulation lying west of the Mississippi River.(2)  Seines.  For the taking of commercial fish a person may have in possession or use seineswith a minimum mesh of not less than two inches square or four inches stretched after treating withtar or copper, except as provided for in R.S. 56:322.1.  No seine in use shall exceed one thousandtwo hundred feet in length.(3)  Trammel nets.  For the taking of commercial fish a person may have in possession or in usetrammel nets with a minimum mesh of not less than three inches square or six inches stretched, aftertreating with tar or copper.  No trammel net in use shall exceed one thousand two hundred feet inlength.(4)  Gill nets.  For the taking of commercial fish a person may have in possession or in use gillnets with a minimum mesh of not less than three inches square or six inches stretched after treatingwith tar or copper, except as provided by R.S. 56:322.2.  No gill net in use shall exceed one thousandtwo hundred feet in length.(5)  Wire nets. A person may have in his possession or in use only those wire nets with a meshno less than one inch square or two inches stretched.F.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the waters of the IntracoastalWaterway in Orleans Parish from the overhead power lines at the Interharbor Navigation Canal eastto the Rigolets shall be considered both salt and fresh water for the purposes of authorizing thetaking or possessing fish or the use or possession of gear.  Commercial fishing operations in thesewaters shall not interfere with normal commercial traffic.G.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.H.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to shrimp or menhaden fishing, and nothingcontained herein is intended or shall be construed to repeal, amend, or otherwise modify theprovisions of law applicable to shrimp or menhaden fishing.I.  The minimum mesh size for traps used to harvest wild crawfish for commercial purposes shallbe a hexagon of three-quarters by eleven-sixteenths of one inch.  This measurement shall be fromwire to wire, and any coating on the wire shall not be considered in computing the measurements.Crawfish may be taken commercially with approved crawfish traps.  The openings of the flues andthroats on crawfish traps shall not exceed two inches.  Any administrative rule may be promulgatedto implement the provisions of this Subsection and shall be promulgated in accordance with the
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Administrative Procedure Act and shall be subject to oversight by the House and Senate naturalresources committees.J.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section, except for Paragraphs (C)(5), (6), and (7),constitutes a class four violation.  Violation of any of the provisions of Paragraph (C)(5), (6), or (7)of this Section constitutes a class five violation.Acts 1991, No. 868, §1; Acts 1991, No. 886, §1; Acts 1992, No. 49, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June29, 1992; Acts 1995, No. 543, §2; Acts 1995, No. 583, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1080, §2; Acts 1995, No. 1316, §§2,3; Acts 1997, No. 144, §1; Acts 1997, No. 267, §1, eff. June 17, 1997; Acts 1997, No. 1181, §1; Acts 1999, No.423, §1; Acts 2001, No. 51, §1; Acts 2001, No. 333, §1; Acts 2001, No. 548, §1; Acts 2003, No. 274, §1; Acts2003, No. 379, §1 Acts 2003, No. 1286, §1, eff. July 15, 2003; Acts 2004, No. 97, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2004; Acts2005, No. 226, §1; Acts 2010, No. 746, §1.§322.1.  Shad seine; commercial harvest of shad and skipjack herringA.  A commercial fisherman licensed in accordance with R.S. 56:303 and 305(B)(16) may takeshad, skipjack, and any other freshwater commercial fish of legal size with a shad seine inaccordance with this Section.B.  Only shad (Dorosoma sp), skipjack herring (Alosa chryochloris), hereafter in this Sectionreferred to as skipjack, and any other legal-sized freshwater commercial fish may be taken with ashad seine; all other fish shall be immediately returned to waters from which they were caught.  Allfish on board the vessel shall have the head and caudal fin intact.C.(1)  A shad seine shall be a seine with a mesh size not less than one-inch bar and two inchesstretched and not more than two-inch bar and four inches stretched.  A shad seine may not beconstructed of monofilament.(2)  Each shad seine shall have affixed to each end a one-gallon jug, painted international orangeand marked in black lettering the words "Shad Seine", and waterproof tags with the name and licensenumber of the fisherman in accordance with R.S. 56:320(F).D.  Repealed by Acts 2008, No. 24, §2.E.  Only strike fishing is authorized by this Section.F.  The following acts are prohibited:(1)  The use of more than one shad seine by a licensee.(2)  The use of more than one seine per vessel.(3)  The use of a shad seine by more than two vessels at one time.(4)  The use of a shad seine in a manner that unduly restricts navigation of other vessels orinterferes with commercial shipping.(5)  Leaving a shad seine unattended or not actively fishing it while it is in the water.G.  A shad seine may only be fished in the freshwater areas of the state, but it shall not be usedin the bodies of water where seine use is prohibited nor the Pearl River or the Pearl Rivernavigational canal.H.  There shall be no daily take or possession limit for the commercial harvest of shad andskipjack taken under the provisions of this Section by properly licensed shad seine commercialfishermen.
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I.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section, except for Paragraph (F)(4) and SubsectionG, constitutes a class four violation.  Violation of Paragraph (F)(4) constitutes a class three violation.Violation of Subsection G constitutes a class two violation.Acts 2003, No. 274, §1; Acts 2004, No. 86, §1, eff. May 28, 2004; Acts 2008, No. 24, §§1, 2.§322.2.  Shad gill nets; commercial harvest of shad and skipjack herringA.  A commercial fisherman licensed in accordance with R.S. 56:303 and 305(B)(4)(f) may takeshad and skipjack with a shad gill net in Lake Palourde, Lake Verret, Lac Des Allemands, all of thewaterways in Iberville Parish, and  those portions of the parishes of Iberia, St. Martin, and St. Marylocated between the guide levees of the Atchafalaya Basin but is specifically not authorized to doso in the streams, bayous, canals, and other water bodies connected with the specified lakes.B.  Shad gill nets shall be used only to take shad (Dorosoma sp) and skipjack herring (Alosachryochloris), hereafter in this Section referred to as skipjack.  However, a commercial fishermanmay keep other commercial fish species up to a maximum of twenty-five fish.  All fish on board thevessel shall have the head and caudal fin intact.C.(1)  A shad gill net shall be a gill net with a mesh size not less than one-inch bar and twoinches stretched and not more than two-inch bar and four inches stretched.(2)  Each shad gill net shall have affixed to each end a one- gallon jug, painted internationalorange and marked in black lettering the words "Shad Gill Net", and waterproof tags with the nameand license number of the fisherman in accordance with R.S. 56:320(F).(3)  Each shad gill net shall be placed at least fifty feet from the tree line.D.(1)  The closed season for commercially harvesting shad and skipjack as provided for in thisSection shall include the months of July, August, September, and October of each year.  Shad andskipjack may be taken after sunset and before sunrise during open season.  However, there shall beno commercial taking of shad or skipjack on any Saturday or Sunday.(2)  During the open season, there shall be no daily take or possession limit for the commercialharvest of shad and skipjack by properly licensed shad gill net commercial fishermen.E.  Only strike fishing is authorized by this Section.  Once deployed, the shad gill net shallremain stationary until fish are being removed from the net or the net is being retrieved from thewater.F.  The following acts are prohibited:(1)  The use of more than one shad gill net by a licensee.(2)  The use of more than one gill net per vessel.(3)  The use of a shad gill net by more than two vessels at one time.(4)  The use of a shad gill net in a manner that unduly restricts navigation of other vessels.(5)  Leaving a shad gill net unattended or not actively fishing it while it is in the water.G.  Repealed by Acts 2010, No. 589, §2.H.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section, except for Paragraphs (C)(2) and (F)(4),constitutes a class four violation.  Violation of Paragraph (C)(2) or (F)(4) constitutes a class threeviolation.I.  Repealed by Acts 2010, No. 589, §2.Acts 2003, No. 379, §1; Acts 2004, No. 825, §1; Acts 2006, No. 419, §1; Acts 2008, No. 24, §1; Acts 2010,No. 589, §§1, 2.
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§323.  Bait; methods of takingA.  Minnows, crawfish, shrimp, and other legal bait species, not including game fish, may betaken with legal cast nets, minnow traps, dip nets, and bait seines when taken in compliance with allother laws.  Freshwater shrimp may also be taken in accordance with R.S. 56:501.B.  Notwithstanding the mesh restrictions in R.S. 56:322, legal bait species may be taken withbait seines with a maximum mesh size not exceeding one-quarter inch mesh bar, one-half inch meshstretched, and thirty feet in length.  Bait seines must be operated only on foot and solely by hand,without any mechanical device, pulley, or mechanical assistance whatsoever.  No person shall takeor possess saltwater bait shrimp in excess of the possession limit contained in R.S. 56:500(B).C.  Dip nets may not exceed three feet in diameter and must be operated solely by hand, by nomore than one person, and without any mechanical assistance whatsoever.  No person shall take orpossess saltwater bait shrimp in excess of the possession limit contained in R.S. 56:500(B).D.  A violation of any provision of this Section shall constitute a class four violation, R.S. 56:34.Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  Amended by Acts 1975, No. 245, §1; Acts 1986, No. 904, §3; Acts 1995, No. 1080,§1; Acts 2004, No. 126, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2004; Acts 2004, No. 161, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§324.  Menhaden seines; restrictions Anyone legally taking menhaden shall not have in their possession more than five percent, byweight, of any species of fish other than menhaden and herring-like species.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 593, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 1986, No. 904, §3.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§325.  Daily take, possession, and size limits; freshwater recreational fishA.  No person shall take in any one day more than the following of each species of fish, of thedesignated size where specified:(1)  Black bass (Micropterus spp.), or their hybrids--fifteen.(2)  White bass (Morone chrysops), also locally called barfish--fifty.(3)  Yellow bass (Morone mississippiensis)--fifty.(4)  Striped bass (Morone saxatilis), or their hybrids, in particular hybrid striped bass (white bassx striped bass), or any combination thereof--five, of which not more than two may exceed thirtyinches total length.(5)  Crappie (Pomoxis spp.), or their hybrids, also locally called white perch or sac-a-lait--fifty.(6)  Buffalo fish (Ictiobus spp.), or their hybrids - minimum size sixteen inches total length -twenty-five.(7)  Freshwater drum (Aplodinotus grunniens), also locally called gaspergou - minimum sizetwelve inches total length - twenty-five.(8)  Blue catfish (Ictalurus furcatus) - minimum size twelve inches total length.(9)  Channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus) - minimum size eleven inches total length.(10)  Flathead catfish (Pylodictis olivaris), also locally called spotted catfish, yellow catfish, oropelousas cat - minimum size fourteen inches total length.(11)(a)  Except as provided in Subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph, the maximum possession limitfor catfish caught on a recreational license shall be one hundred.  The one hundred fish possessed
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may be a single species or any combination of blue, channel, or flathead catfish.  In addition, arecreational fisherman shall be allowed a daily possession limit of twenty-five undersize catfish,either a single species or any combination of blue, channel, or flathead catfish.(b)  From July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2008, the maximum possession limit for catfish caughtin Toledo Bend Reservoir on a recreational license shall be one hundred twenty-five fish which maybe any combination of species of catfish.  In addition, a recreational fisherman on Toledo BendReservoir shall be allowed a daily possession limit of fifty undersize catfish which may be anycombination of species of catfish.(12)  Shad (Dorosoma spp.) - maximum allowance of fifty pounds.(13)  Crawfish - one hundred fifty pounds.B.  No person shall have in his possession more than twice the number of fish specified in anyparagraph of Subsection A, except those specified in Paragraph (11).  No person shall possess inexcess of the limits specified in Paragraph (11) of Subsection A.C.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the commission may amend byrule, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, size limits, daily take limits, possessionlimits, seasons, and times set by law for freshwater recreational fish.  Such limits, seasons, and timesmay vary between and among waterbodies based on biological data or for purposes of research orexperimentation.D.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 510, §1; Acts 1978, No. 448, §1; Acts 1980, No. 604,§1; Acts 1982, No. 313, §1; Acts 1988, No. 86, §1; Acts 1989, No. 487, §1, eff. July 1, 1989; Acts 1989, No.488, §1, eff. July 1, 1989; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 155, §1, eff.May 7, 1998; Acts 1999, No. 155, §1; Acts 2004, No. 237, §1, eff. June 15, 2004; Acts 2008, No. 23, §1, eff.July 1, 2008.§325.1.  Size and possession limits, recreational saltwater finfish; penaltiesA.(1)  The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may set by rule, in accordance with theAdministrative Procedure Act, daily take, and possession, and size limits for saltwater finfish caughtrecreationally in Louisiana territorial waters, based on biological and technical data.  Aquaculturallyraised fish, as defined in R.S. 56:356, shall be exempt from the provisions of this Section.(2)  With respect to red drum, southern flounder, and spotted sea trout specifically, and untilsuch time as the commission establishes daily take and possession limits for these species inaccordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, the following shall be the legal take, daily bag,and possession limits:(a)  Red drum -- five fish daily.(b)  Spotted sea trout -- twenty-five fish daily.(c)  Southern flounder -- ten fish for each consecutive day on the water.(3)  A recreational saltwater fisherman in possession of a valid basic and saltwater license maypossess twice the daily bag limit of red drum and spotted sea trout; however, no person shall be inpossession of over the daily bag limit while fishing or while on the water, unless such recreationalsaltwater fisherman is aboard a trawler engaged in commercial fishing for a consecutive period oflonger than twenty-five hours.B.  No saltwater sport fisherman shall take or possess at any one time in the Louisiana territorialwaters extending to the outermost boundary limit of the Federal Exclusive Economic Zone any reddrum, southern flounder, or spotted sea trout under the prescribed minimum size nor over themaximum prescribed size and daily bag limit.  Any red drum, southern flounder, or spotted sea trout
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under the minimum prescribed size or over the maximum prescribed size and daily bag limit shallbe returned immediately to the waters from which taken without avoidable injury.  Until such timeas the commission establishes legal size, daily bag and possession limits for the red drum, southernflounder, and spotted sea trout in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, the followingare the legal size, daily bag and possession limits for red drum, southern flounder, and spotted seatrout:(1)  The minimum size for red drum is sixteen inches in total length when measured with themouth closed.(2)  The maximum size for red drum is twenty-seven inches in total length when measured withthe mouth closed.  However, no person shall have in possession while fishing, or while on the water,more than one red drum which, when whole, is or was over the prescribed maximum size oftwenty-seven inches total length overall when measured with the mouth closed. Additionally, noperson shall have in his possession at any one time more than two red drum or parts of more thantwo red drum, which, when whole, are or were over the prescribed maximum size of twenty-seveninches total length overall when measured with the mouth closed.(3)  The minimum size for spotted sea trout is twelve inches total length when measured withthe mouth closed.C.(1)  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.  However, if the take orpossession limit as provided in Paragraph A(2)(a) or (b) or (3) or any such take or possession limitset by the commission is exceeded by one hundred percent or more the violation shall be a class fourviolation.(2)  In addition to the penalties provided in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, the followingpenalties shall apply:(a)  Violation of Paragraph A(2)(a) or (3) for red drum or Paragraph B(1) shall be punishableby a fine of twenty-five dollars per fish under sixteen inches in total length or over the limit of five,or in violation of such minimum size and take and possession limits as may be established by thecommission.(b)  Violation of Paragraph B(2) shall be punishable by a fine of one hundred fifty dollars perfish exceeding twenty-seven inches in total length or such maximum size limit as may be establishedby the commission.(c)  Violation of Paragraph A(2)(b) or (3) for spotted sea trout or Paragraph B(3) shall bepunishable by a fine of twenty-five dollars per fish under twelve inches in total length or over thelimit of twenty-five or in violation of such minimum size and take and possession limits as may beestablished by the commission.(d)  Any violation of Subsection A or B shall, in addition to any applicable fines, also bepunishable by revocation of any and all fishing licenses held by the violator for the period for whichthey were issued.  The violator shall also be prohibited from obtaining any new fishing license fora period of not less than one year nor more than three years thereafter.(e)  The fines collected from the penalties imposed under the provisions of Paragraph C(2) shallbe collected by the court of competent jurisdiction and remitted to the state treasury to be depositedto the credit of the conservation fund of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.Added by Acts 1977, No. 653, §3, eff. April 1, 1978.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1984, No.278, §1; Acts 1986, No. 613, §1; Acts 1987, No. 383, §1; Acts 1988, No. 889, §1, eff. July 21, 1988; Acts 1990,No. 55, §1; Acts 1990, No. 434, §1; Acts 1991, No. 157, §1, eff. July 2, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 855, §1; Acts1997, No. 1352, §1.
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§325.2.  Saltwater recreational fish; total lengthA.  All saltwater finfish, except swordfish possessed by a recreational fisherman, shall have thehead and caudal fin intact until set or put on shore.  Swordfish and sharks possessed by a recreationalfisherman shall not be skinned until set or put on shore.  Tuna shall retain the caudal fin intact untilset or put on shore and those species of tuna which have minimum size restrictions may have thehead removed as long as the carcass length without the head exceeds the minimum size requirement.All saltwater finfish shall be measured in accordance with applicable law.  Any garfish caught orpossessed by a recreational fisherman in the saltwater areas of the state may have the head andcaudal fin removed but, until the fish is set or put on shore, it shall retain a strip of skin sufficientto clearly identify the fish.B.  For the purpose of consumption at sea aboard the harvesting vessel, a person shall have nomore than two pounds of finfish parts per person on board the vessel, provided that the vessel isequipped to cook such finfish and such finfish does not exceed applicable bag limits.C.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to bait species.D.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class three violation.Acts 1987, No. 383, §1; Acts 1988, No. 35, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1999, No.700, §1; Acts 2001, No. 150, §1; Acts 2010, No. 293, §1.§325.3.  Spotted sea trout commercial taking; annual quota; red drum commercial taking,possession, or landing prohibitedA.(1)  The commission shall establish a maximum annual quota for the commercial harvest ofspotted sea trout taken within Louisiana waters or landed in Louisiana which shall not exceed onemillion pounds nor shall it be less than five hundred thousand pounds.  The commercial taking orharvesting of spotted sea trout shall be prohibited within Louisiana waters west of Mermentau River.The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall establish an open season for the commercialharvest of spotted sea trout which shall run from the second day of January each year until themaximum annual quota is reached.  The commercial harvest or taking of spotted sea trout isprohibited during the period from sunset on Friday through sunrise on Monday, and there shall beno possession of spotted sea trout in excess of the recreational limit during the period between 10:00p.m. and 5:00 a.m.  However, when not on a commercial fishing trip, a person holding a permit forthe commercial taking or possessing of spotted sea trout may take or possess an amount not toexceed the legal recreational limit of spotted sea trout between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.during the open season and at any time during the closed season if that person also possesses a basicrecreational fishing license and a saltwater fishing license.  Only a rod and reel shall be used for thecommercial harvest of spotted sea trout.  The provisions of this Section are subject to quotas and sizelimits as established by law and rules and regulations of the commission.  Fish taken underrecreational licenses shall not be sold, bartered, traded, or exchanged.(2)  The department shall monitor catch statistics for spotted sea trout and shall notify thecommission when it is determined that the quota has been reached or is projected to be reached.When the quota has been reached or is projected to be reached, the commission shall by publicnotice close the spotted sea trout fishery to all commercial fishing in Louisiana waters.  The closureshall not take effect for at least seventy-two hours after notice to the public.  The closure and noticeof closure shall provide that the purchase, barter, trade, or sale of spotted sea trout taken fromLouisiana waters after the closure is prohibited.  The closure and notice of closure shall also providethat the commercial taking or landing of spotted sea trout in Louisiana, whether caught within orwithout the territorial waters of Louisiana, after the closure is prohibited.  The closure and noticeof closure shall, in addition, provide that no vessel possessing or fishing any seine net, gill net,
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trammel net, or hoop net shall have a spotted sea trout aboard the vessel, whether caught within orwithout the waters of the state.(3)  Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to prohibit the possession of fish legally taken priorto the closure order.B.  The commercial taking or landing of red drum in Louisiana is prohibited.  No vesselpossessing or fishing any seine net, gill net, trammel net, or hoop net shall have a red drum aboardthe vessel, whether caught within or without the waters of the state.  Violation of the provisions ofthis Subsection constitutes a class 5-B violation.  Aquaculturally raised fish, as defined by R.S.56:356, shall be exempt from the provisions of this Section.C.  The commercial taking or sale by a commercial fisherman of spotted sea trout is prohibitedexcept by special permit issued by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at a cost of one hundreddollars for residents of this state and four hundred dollars for those who are nonresidents.  No personshall purchase spotted sea trout from any commercial fisherman who does not possess a spotted seatrout permit.  No person shall qualify for a charter boat fishing guide license and a spotted sea troutpermit during the same licensure period.D.(1)  No person shall be issued a license or permit for the commercial taking of spotted seatrout unless that person meets all of the following requirements:(a)  The person shall provide proof that he purchased a valid Louisiana commercial saltwater gillnet license in any two of the years 1995, 1994, and 1993.(b)  The person shall provide copies of unamended, original income tax returns, includingSchedule C from the federal form 1040, which show that the person derived more than fifty percentof his earned income from the capture and sale of seafood species in any two of the years 1995,1994, and 1993.(c)  The applicant shall not have been convicted of any fishery-related violations that constitutea class three or greater violation.(2)  The commission shall adopt rules and regulations for the entry of commercial fishermen intothe commercial spotted sea trout fishery.  Such rules shall include the provisions of Paragraph (1)of this Subsection as minimum requirements.E.  The department shall not issue nor shall any person receive more than one permit or licenseto commercially take spotted sea trout.F.(1)  Violation of any provision of this Section, except Subsection B, or of any Wildlife andFisheries Commission regulation pertaining to spotted sea trout fishery, shall constitute a Class 6violation.  The offender shall also be penalized as follows:(a)  For a first offense, the offender shall forfeit any spotted sea trout permit or commercialfisherman's license issued to him and shall be barred from obtaining a spotted sea trout permit or acommercial fisherman's license for the remainder of the period for which it was issued plus one year,during which the offender shall be barred from participating in any spotted sea trout fishery.(b)  For a second offense, the offender shall forfeit any spotted sea trout permit or commercialfisherman's license issued to him and shall be barred from obtaining a spotted sea trout permit or acommercial fisherman's license for the remainder of the period for which it was issued plus twoyears, during which the offender shall be barred from participating in any spotted sea trout fishery.(c)  For a third offense, the offender shall forfeit any spotted sea trout permit or commercialfisherman's license issued to him and shall be forever barred from obtaining a spotted sea troutpermit or a commercial fisherman's license and from participating in the spotted sea trout fishery.
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(2)  Any person who participates in the spotted sea trout fishery while barred shall be penalizedunder the provisions of a Class 7-B violation.Acts 1987, No. 382, §1; Acts 1988, No. 889, eff. July 21, 1988; Acts 1991, No. 157, §1, eff. July 2, 1991;Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2; Acts 1997, No. 527, §1, eff. July 3, 1997; Acts 1997, No. 1413, §1, eff. July 15, 1997;Acts 2001, No. 271, §1; Acts 2003, No. 1164, §1; Acts 2004, No. 96, §1; Acts 2010, No. 979, §1.§325.4.  Commercial taking of other saltwater finfish; exceptions; mesh sizeA.  During the 1995-1996 and the 1996-1997 season for taking mullet and the two seasons fortaking spotted sea trout as defined in R.S. 56:325.3(C), all other species of saltwater finfish,including but not limited to black drum, sheepshead, and flounder, may be taken using a pompanostrike net, as defined in R.S.56:8.  This gear license and the use of this gear for taking these speciesshall be prohibited after March 1, 1997.  There shall be no commercial taking of finfish pursuant tothe provisions of this Section during the period from 5:00 a.m. on Saturday through 6:00 p.m. onSunday.  There shall be no fishing pursuant to the provisions of this Section during the hours aftersunset and before sunrise.  The provisions of this Section are subject to quotas and size limits asestablished by law and rules and regulations of the commission.B.(1)  No person shall be issued a license or permit for the commercial taking of underutilizedspecies unless that person meets all of the following requirements:(a)  The person shall provide proof that he purchased a valid Louisiana commercial saltwater gillnet license in any two of the years 1995, 1994, and 1993.(b)  The person shall provide copies of unamended, original income tax returns, includingSchedule C from the federal form 1040, which show that the person derived more than fifty percentof his earned income from the capture and sale of seafood species in any two of the years 1995,1994, and 1993.(c)  The applicant shall not have been convicted of any fishery-related violations that constitutea class three or greater violation.(2)  The commission shall adopt rules and regulations for the entry of commercial fishermen intothe commercial fishery for these species: black drum (also known as puppy drum), sheepshead, andflounder.  Such rules shall include the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection as minimumrequirements.(3)  The commercial taking of black drum (also known as puppy drum), sheepshead, andflounder during the season by using a pompano strike net in excess of one thousand two hundred feetin length or by using more than one strike net from any vessel at any time is prohibited.(4)  Each pompano strike net shall have attached to it a tag issued by the department which statesthe name, address, and social security number of the owner of the net and the permit number of thepermit issued to commercially take black drum (also known as puppy drum), sheepshead, andflounder.  The department shall not issue any tag to a person who does not have a social securitynumber.C.  Any person convicted of any offense involving fisheries laws or regulations shall forfeit anypermit or license issued to commercially take these species and shall be forever barred fromreceiving any permit or license to commercially take these species.  Any person who, after havingbeen barred from the commercial taking of these species of fish pursuant to this Subsection, violatesany provision of this Section shall be penalized under the provisions of a Class 7-B violation, R.S.56:37.D.(1)  The commission shall monitor and evaluate the condition of the black drum, sheepshead,and flounder species in Louisiana waters.  A peer reviewed report of the findings of the evaluation



R.S. 56:325.6

150 – House of Representatives Database Wildlife and FisheriesOctober, 2010

shall be submitted every five years to the legislature no later than March first of each year.  Thereport shall contain the following information for each species:(a)  The spawning potential ratio.(b)  A biological condition and profile of the species and stock assessment.(2)  If data indicate that the spawning potential ratio is below thirty percent, the department shall,within two weeks after such finding is confirmed, close the season for a period of at least one year,or shall provide, for the commission's consideration, management options derived from data thatindicate that the spawning potential ratio is estimated to have at least a fifty percent chance ofrecovery to a thirty percent ratio within ten years or some other appropriate recovery period basedon the biology of the stock of the fish, environmental conditions, and the needs of the fishingcommunities.Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2; Acts 1997, No. 527, §1, eff. July 3, 1997; Acts 1997, No. 1413, §1, eff. July 15,1997; Acts 2008, No. 38, §1; Acts 2010, No. 607, §1.§325.5.  Repealed by Acts 1989, No. 488, §2, eff. July 1, 1989.  §325.6.  Bait gulf menhaden; annual quota after regular closed season A.  The Louisiana Legislature finds and declares there is great financial hardship imposed uponLouisiana crawfish, blue crab, and catfish fishermen because of insufficient supplies of bait duringthe winter season.  This insufficiency compels Louisiana fishermen to purchase bait menhaden andother less effective baits at greatly increased costs from other sources outside the state.  In order toassist these fishermen, the legislature hereby extends the regular bait gulf menhaden season byadding a quota of bait gulf menhaden to be taken during the closed season.  B.  The maximum quota for the commercial harvest of bait gulf menhaden, to be used for baitonly, taken within Louisiana waters or landed in Louisiana is established at three thousand metrictons, regardless of the harvesting method used, after the close of the regular menhaden season untilDecember first.  If the quota has not been reached by December first, then, beginning on April firstof the following year, bait gulf menhaden may be taken until the department determines that thequota has been met.  Any menhaden taken pursuant to this Section shall be sold only for use as bait.C.  The department shall monitor catch statistics for bait gulf menhaden and shall notify thecommission when it is determined that the quota has been reached or is projected to be reached.When the quota has been reached or is projected to be reached, the commission shall by publicnotice close the bait menhaden season and fisheries to all commercial fishing in Louisiana waters.The closure shall not take effect until at least seventy-two hours after notice to the public.  Theclosure and notice of closure shall provide that the commercial taking or landing of bait gulfmenhaden in Louisiana, whether caught within or without the territorial waters of Louisiana, afterthe closure, is prohibited.  The closure and notice of closure shall, in addition, provide that no vesselpossessing or fishing with any seine, gill net, trammel net, or hoop net shall have bait gulf menhadenaboard the vessel, whether caught within or without the waters of the state.  Nothing in this Sectionshall be deemed to prohibit the possession of fish legally taken prior to the closure order.  D.  The provisions of this Section shall apply to outside waters only.E.  Violation of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class 5(B) violation.  F.  The secretary shall grant special permits for the taking of menhaden during the special baitseason.  Each individual or company receiving such a permit shall reimburse the department for allexpenses incurred in the placement of an observer on each boat participating in the special baitseason.  All menhaden caught during this season will be sold for bait.  Acts 1989, No. 414, §1.  
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§326.  Size and possession limits; commercial fishA.  The following are the legal size limits on commercial fish.  No person shall take or possessthese fish under or over the prescribed sizes for commercial purposes.  Fish of the prescribed legalsize may be taken, had in possession, or sold in unlimited quantities, provided there is compliancewith all other requirements of the law.  Any commercial fish under the minimum prescribed size orover the maximum prescribed size shall be returned immediately to the waters from which takenwithout avoidable injury.  No person shall sell, purchase, barter, trade, or exchange, or attempt tosell, purchase, barter, trade, or exchange, any commercial species under the minimum prescribed sizeor over a maximum prescribed size or creel limit.  Any commercial species upon which there is nospecific size limit may be taken in any size or quantity.  Notwithstanding any other provisions statedabove, commercial fish under the legal size may be taken from privately owned ponds,impoundments, or waters by the owner thereof or his authorized representative and may be sold toother persons for purposes of stocking private waters, ponds, or impoundments.(1)  Hardshell crabs -- 5 inches in width as measured from point to point of the upper shell,except when held for processing as soft crabs or sold to a processor for the making of crabs.Violation of this provision constitutes a class 3 violation.(2)  Premolt crabs less than five inches in width held by a fisherman for processing as softshellcrabs or sold by him to a processor for the making of softshell crabs must be identifiable as premoltcrabs and must be held in a separate container marked "peelers" or "busters" while in the possessionof the fisherman.  Obvious signs that such crabs are in the premolt stage shall include the fact thatthey are no further from molting than having a white line on the back paddle fin, which is recognizedby the crab industry as a premolt stage.(3)  Spotted sea trout - Fourteen inches minimum total length with the mouth closed.(4)  Repealed by Acts 1991, No. 157, §2, eff. July 2, 1991.(5)  Sheepshead--10 inches minimum total length with the mouth closed.(6)  Buffalo fish--16 inches minimum total length with the mouth closed.(7)  Large species of freshwater catfishes:(a)  The blue catfish, locally called Mississippi cat -- 12 inches minimum length with the mouthclosed; the flathead catfish locally called yellow cat, Opelousas cat, or goujon -- 14 inches minimumlength with the mouth closed;(b)  The channel catfish, locally called the white catfish, the eel catfish, or the willow catfish --eleven inches minimum length with the mouth closed or eight inches with the collarbone off;however, the commission is authorized to suspend or reduce by resolution, the legal size limit onchannel catfish in those areas of the state where biological data indicates that such a suspension orreduction in the size limit would not be detrimental to the resource.(c)  There is no size limit on any species of bullhead or small species of catfish, locally calledpollywog or tadpole cat.(8)  Paddlefish (spoonbill cat)--weighing not less than 15 pounds in the rough.(9)  Gaspergou--12 inches minimum length with mouth closed.(10)  Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 256, §2, eff. July 1, 1993.(11)  Diamond back terrapin--6 inches in length measuring the plastron or under the shell.
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(12)(a)  Stone crab - two and three-fourths inches minimum propodus (claw) length. Whole stonecrabs shall not be landed.  Only legal size stone crab claws shall be put or set onto shore from avessel.(b)  It shall be deemed a violation of this Section if more than one stone crab is possessed pereach crate of blue crabs or group of blue crabs equivalent to one crate, excluding a work box.(c)  Live stone crabs may be held on board a vessel while on the water until such time as theclaws are removed after which time the crabs shall be returned to the waters from which they weretaken.B.(1)  However, as to all commercial fish five percent of the total number of each species inpossession may be smaller than the legal limit.(2)  To determine whether the total number of crabs in possession violates this Subsection, theenforcement agent shall take a random sample of fifty crabs from each crate or group of crabsequivalent to one crate.  Notwithstanding (B)(1), if more than ten percent of the crabs in that fiftycrab random sample are less than the minimum size limit set by law, the entire number of crabs inthat crate or group of crabs equivalent to one crate shall be considered to be in violation.(3)  Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection B(1) of this Section, ten percent of the totalnumber of channel catfish (Ictalurus punetatus), locally called the white cat, the eel cat, or the willowcat, in possession may be smaller than the legal limit.(4)  Crabs in a work box, as defined in R.S. 56:8, shall not be subject to the minimum prescribedcommercial size limits for hardshell crabs while held aboard the vessel.  Commercial crab fishermenshall be allowed to have in possession aboard the vessel, either one work box, if not using a grader,or two work boxes under the grader, if using a grader.C.  The commission shall have the authority to set seasons, regulate the type of gear used, andset possession limits for speckled trout and other estuarine fish in Calcasieu Lake, located inCalcasieu and Cameron Parishes, where it is clearly demonstrated that intense fishing competitionexists, or if pollution levels exceed accepted standards, or if biological studies indicate the need.D.  Repealed by Acts 1991, No. 157, §2, eff. July 2, 1991.E.(1)(a)  All saltwater finfish except tuna, swordfish, and sharks possessed by a commercialfisherman shall have the head and caudal fin intact until set or put on shore or when sold.  Thosespecies of tuna which have minimum size restrictions may have the head removed so long as thecarcass length without the head exceeds the minimum size requirement.  Swordfish and sharkspossessed by a commercial fisherman shall not be skinned until set or put on shore or when sold.No shark fin shall be possessed aboard a vessel unless naturally attached to the original sharkcarcass.  A shark may have the head removed so long as the carcass length without the head exceedsthe legal minimum size requirement, but the shark shall have all fins intact and naturally attached,including the caudal fin.  All garfish  caught or possessed by a commercial fisherman in the saltwaterareas of the state may have the head and caudal fin removed, but shall retain a strip of skin sufficientto clearly identify the fish until set or put on shore or when sold.  All saltwater finfish shall bemeasured in accordance with applicable law.(b)  For the purpose of consumption at sea aboard the harvesting vessel, a person may have nomore than two pounds of finfish parts per person on board the vessel, provided the vessel is equippedto cook such finfish.(c)  The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to bait species.(2)  Persons commercially fishing for shark must obtain a permit from the secretary of theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries.  Such permit shall be in the immediate possession of the
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person commercially fishing for shark.  Any shark fisherman who violates a commercial sharkfishery regulation shall be subject to the following sanctions:(a)  Upon the first conviction, the permittee shall have his shark permit voided and shall not beeligible for a new shark permit for a period of twelve months from the date of conviction.(b)  Upon the second conviction within a five-year period, the permittee shall have his sharkpermit voided and shall not be eligible for a new shark permit for a period of twenty-four monthsfrom the date of conviction.(c)  Upon the third conviction within a five-year period, the permittee shall have his shark permitvoided and shall not ever be eligible for a new shark permit.(d)  The penalties provided in this Paragraph are mandatory and shall be imposed without benefitof suspension.  Any commercial shark permit that is voided under the provisions of this Paragraphshall be turned over to the court and forfeited to the department.(e)  Persons convicted of harvesting or selling shark during the period of time when their permitis void or forfeit shall be guilty of a class six violation as defined in R.S. 56:36.F.(1)(a)  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a wholesale or retail dealer anda commercial fisherman may be subject to the penalties provided by law for the possession ofundersized crabs.  If the wholesale or retail dealer can provide to wildlife and fisheries agents at thetime of discovery the identity of the commercial fisherman who harvested the undersized crabs andsubsequently sold such crabs to the wholesale or retail dealer, the dealer shall not be subject to thepenalties.  The department may check unboiled crabs for violations of the undersized crab provisionsof this Section.(b)  It shall be an affirmative defense for a wholesale or retail dealer charged with possessingundersized crabs, after the crabs leave the dock or while some or all of the crabs are in transport afterleaving the dock, that the invoice or other written documentation possessed by the dealer reflect thatthe total number of undersized crabs possessed by the dealer did not exceed ten percent of the totalnumber of crabs bought for processing and shipping.(2)  Commercial fishermen shall tag, mark, or otherwise identify any crabs that are sold, in amanner which will insure that such commercial fisherman can be identified as the person whoharvested the crabs.  The identification required herein shall include the commercial fisherman'sname, license number, and date on which the crabs were harvested.(3)  Any commercial fisherman identified as having sold undersized crabs to a wholesale or retaildealer pursuant to this Section shall be subject to the penalties provided in R.S. 56:33.(4)  Violation of any provisions of this Subsection, except Paragraph (5) of this Subsection,constitutes a class 3 violation.(5)(a)  No person shall possess more than twice the percentage of undersize crabs allowed bylaw.  A violation of this Subparagraph shall constitute a class four violation.  Any person convictedof violating the provisions of this Subparagraph shall, in addition to any other penalties imposed inthis Subpart, have his crab trap gear license suspended as provided in this Paragraph.(b)(i)  Upon conviction for violating the provisions of Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph, thedefendant's crab trap gear license shall be voided and the defendant shall be prohibited fromapplying for a new license for a period of six months from the date of conviction.(ii)  Upon conviction for violating the provisions of Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph for asecond time within a five year period, the defendant's crab trap gear license shall be voided and thedefendant shall be prohibited from applying for a new license for a period of twelve months fromthe date of conviction.
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(iii)  Upon conviction for violating the provisions of Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph for athird time within a five year period, the defendant's crab trap gear license shall be voided and thedefendant shall be permanently prohibited from applying for a new crab trap gear license.(c)  The penalties provided in Subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph are mandatory and shall beimposed without benefit of suspension.  Any crab trap gear license that is voided under theprovisions of this Paragraph shall be turned over to the court and forfeited to the department.(d)  No person convicted of violating the provisions of Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph shallobtain a crab trap gear license or engage in any activity requiring a crab trap gear license during theperiod in which he is prohibited from applying for a new license under Items (b)(i) and (ii) of thisParagraph.  A violation of this Subparagraph shall constitute a class six violation and in addition toany other penalties imposed by law, a person convicted of violating this Subparagraph shall beforever barred from applying for a crab trap gear license.G.  Violation of any provision of this Section for which no penalty has been specificallyprovided constitutes a class three violation.H.  The possession limit for the commercial taking of southern flounder shall be ten fish for eachlicensed fisherman for each consecutive day on the water.  However, the provisions of thisSubsection shall not apply to southern flounder caught as by-catch authorized by R.S. 56:492.Acts 1974, No. 223, §1; Amended by Acts 1974, No. 510, §1; Acts 1981, No. 136, §1; Acts 1984, No. 295,§1, eff. July 1, 1984; Acts 1984, No. 273, §1; S.C.R. No. 36, 1984 R.S.; Acts 1985, No. 160, §1; Acts 1986, No.613, §1; Acts 1987, No. 383, §1 §2; Acts 1987, No. 549, §1; Acts 1988, No. 330, §1; Acts 1988, No. 889, §1,eff. July 21, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 35, §1; Acts 1989, No. 239, §1, eff. June 26, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 590, §1;Acts 1989, No. 592, §1; Acts 1990, No. 368, §1; Acts 1991, No. 157, §2, eff. July 2, 1991; Acts 1991, No. 641,§1; Acts 1992, No. 256, §2, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1992, No. 456, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1043, §1; Acts 1997, No.1238, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1352, §1; Acts 1999, No. 180, §1; Acts 1999, No. 183, §1; Acts 1999, No. 198, §1;Acts 1999, No. 220, §1; Acts 1999, No. 700, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1170, §1; Acts 2001, No. 150, §1; Acts 2001,No. 163, §1; Acts 2004, No. 598, §1; Acts 2010, No. 293, §1.§326.1.  Size limits set by commissionThe commission shall have the authority to set, by rule in accordance with the AdministrativeProcedure Act, size limits for all freshwater and saltwater fish for which no limits have been set bylaw.Acts 1986, No. 492, §1; Acts 2008, No. 23, §1, eff. July 1, 2008.§326.2.  Vessels landing red drum; notice to department; equipment; inspection Any vessel engaged in commercial fishing in the Federal Fishery Conservation Zone and landingred drum in Louisiana shall be equipped with a functioning transponder aboard, shall permit onboard inspection of its catch by agents of appropriate federal or state agencies, and shall notify theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries of any catch of red drum prior to the time the vessel docks orotherwise unloads its catch.  The notice shall include the location of the vessel, where it will dockor unload, expected time of docking or unloading, and the estimated number of pounds of red drumon board.  Acts 1987, No. 383, §1.  §326.3.  Possession limits; size limits, seasons, quotas, times, and daily take limits, set bycommission; penalties Subject to the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act and specifically R.S. 49:968 andR.S. 56:325.3, the commission may set possession limits, quotas, places, seasons, times, size limits,
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and daily take limits based upon biological and technical data, for all freshwater and saltwater finfishtaken or possessed in Louisiana waters.  Penalties for violation of any rule or regulations adoptedand promulgated by the commission under this Section constitutes a class two violation.  Acts 1988, No. 954, §1, eff. July 27, 1988; Acts 1989, No. 486, §1, eff. July 1, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 376,§1; Acts 1991, No. 157, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.  §326.4.  Staggered and split seasons and quotasA.  The legislature finds that Louisiana has a national reputation for serving unique and highquality seafood dishes, and that the availability of fresh popular fish to serve in Louisiana restaurantsis important to the vitality of our culture and economy.  Further, the legislature finds that it is in thebest interest of the state that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission be authorized to setseasons and quotas for fishing in such a manner as to maximize the availability of popular fish forserving in Louisiana restaurants.  B.  Except as otherwise provided by law, the commission, when setting seasons and quotas fortaking fish, shall determine which fish are considered to be popular fish for serving in Louisianarestaurants and may split, stagger, or otherwise arrange their seasons and quotas in such a mannerthat some of the popular fish would be harvested and available to Louisiana restaurants throughoutthe entire year.  The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to the harvesting of spotted seatrout.  C.  The commission shall provide a forum for interested parties to provide input to determinewhich fish are popular fish to serve in Louisiana restaurants.  Acts 1990, No. 492, §1.  §326.5.  Bowfin; size limitations; eggsA.  It is the purpose of this Section to promote the conservation and sustained yield managementof bowfin (commonly known as choupique, grinnel, grindle, or cypress trout).  The legislature findsthat the taking of bowfin, particularly female bowfin carrying roe or eggs, has reached levels ofparticipation on a statewide basis that have impaired, or threaten to impair, the economic welfare offuture bowfin harvesting, the overall efficiency of the harvest, and the sustained yield managementof the bowfin resource.B.  No person who is in possession of a commercial fishing license shall take or sell bowfin lessthan twenty-two inches in total length with the mouth closed.  No person who is in possession of arecreational fishing license shall take bowfin less than sixteen inches in total length with the mouthclosed.  In addition, fishermen are prohibited, while on the water or the land, from possessing bowfineggs (roe) that are not naturally connected to a whole fish.C.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class three violation.Acts 1991, No. 393, §1; Acts 1992, No. 81, §1; Acts 1993, No. 435, §1; Acts 1999, No. 574, §1; Acts 2003,No. 945, §1.§326.6.  Closed season; bowfinA.  The commercial taking of bowfin (Amia calva) or bowfin body parts including eggs (roe)with nets is prohibited during the months of December, January, and February.  However, theprovisions of this Section shall not apply to the taking of bowfin or bowfin body parts in Avoyelles,Terrebonne, West Baton Rouge, Pointe Coupee, Assumption, Iberville, and Tangipahoa parishes andthe areas known as Bayou Courtableau, Bayou Teche, Lake Dauterive, Lake Fausse Pointe,Vermilion River, Carencro Bayou, Que de Tortue Bayou, Bayou Nez Pique, Mermentau River,
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Bayou Lacassine, Sabine River, and the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway that is bounded by the east andwest levees of the Atchafalaya Basin and is south of U.S. Highway 190.B.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class three violation.Acts 1992, No. 187, §1; Acts 1993, No. 435, §1; Acts 1995, No. 200, §1; Acts 1997, No. 874, §1; Acts1999, No. 574, §1.§327.  Sale or purchase of freshwater or saltwater game fish prohibited; commercial sales andpurchases, commercial license required; commercial fingerlings and certified maricultureand aquaculture fish excepted; penaltiesA.(1)  No person shall purchase, sell, exchange, or offer for sale or exchange, or possess orimport with intent to sell or exchange any game fish as defined in R.S. 56:8.(a)-(c)  Repealed by Acts 2008, No. 23, §3, eff. July 1, 2008.(2)  The commission shall promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with theAdministrative Procedure Act to regulate the importation, possession, or sale of game fish species.Red drum, hybrid striped bass, or any other game fish species approved by the commission, whichare legally taken, possessed, or sold commercially outside of the state, and aquaculturally raisedgame fish, may be imported, sold, or purchased by properly licensed wholesale/retail seafooddealers.  Prior to each shipment into this state of any game fish, the buyer or handler of suchshipment shall notify the secretary or his designated agent of its pending arrival and shall possessa bill of lading therefor.  The bill of lading shall state the species of fish contained in each shipment,the number of fish or parts thereof, the origin of the shipment, the destination of the shipment, theconsignee and consignor, and where applicable, the grower's name and fish farmer's license number.Wholesalers, their agents, and commercial transporters delivering the shipment or portions thereofto retail dealers shall provide each dealer with a copy of their bill of lading and shall indicate thereonthe date of delivery to the retailer, the species of fish delivered, and the number of fish or partsthereof delivered.  Both wholesale and retail dealers shall maintain a file of such bills of ladingwhich shall be open to inspection by the secretary, his agents, or any enforcement agents.Regulations adopted by the commission may utilize a confirmation number system in lieu of copiesof bills of lading provided by wholesale/retail seafood dealers to retail seafood dealers.B.  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to offer to sell or to sell any shrimp,oyster, fish, or other seafood without having first obtained a valid commercial fishing, retail, orwholesale license as otherwise provided in this Subpart, or without having first obtained certificationfrom the department that such seafood has been raised and taken in accordance with a certifiedaquaculture program or a valid experimental mariculture permit issued pursuant to R.S. 56:579.1.It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation, including any restaurant or retailestablishment, to purchase any shrimp, oyster, fish, or other seafood from any person who does notpossess a valid commercial fishing, retail, or wholesale license lawfully issued in his name or hisemployer's name as provided in this Subpart, or possess certification from the department that suchseafood has been raised and taken in accordance with a certified aquaculture program or a validexperimental mariculture permit issued pursuant to R.S. 56:579.1.  The commercial fishing licenserequired herein shall be one which authorizes the bearer to sell his catch.  Such license orcertification or a copy thereof shall be in the possession of the seller and conspicuously displayedat all times when transacting any sale.C.(1)  Violation of Subsection A of this Section constitutes a class 5-B violation.(2)  The provisions of Subsection B of this Section shall be enforceable by all law enforcementagencies throughout the state, in addition to agents of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries andincluding but not limited to law enforcement officers of local governmental subdivisions.Notwithstanding any of the provisions of R.S. 56:314 to the contrary, any tackle of any type or
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description, including without limitation such gear listed in R.S. 56:302, 302.5, or 305, which is usedby a fisherman to take shrimp, oysters, fish, or other seafood for sale without possessing a validcommercial fisherman's license, in violation of Subsection B of this Section, shall be seized by theenforcing officer.  Notwithstanding Subsection F of this Section to the contrary, violation ofSubsection B of this Section constitutes a class 5-B violation (R.S. 56:35(B)).D.(1)  Recognizing that there are ever increasing numbers of both sport and commercialfishermen utilizing the waters of the state for recreational and commercial pursuits resulting inconflicts over limited space and competition for the same saltwater fish, and acknowledging thatboth the sport and commercial fishing industry are vital to the economy of the coastal region and theentire state, the provisions of this Subsection, being deemed fair and in the best interest of the state,are hereby declared.(2)  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall hold public hearings to determineareas in which the saltwater fish resources of the state must be allocated between the competingsport and commercial interests and shall promulgate rules and regulations defining such areas andthe manner in which the saltwater fish resources shall be allocated, provided that the commissionshall initially promulgate regulations setting out by clearly identifiable boundaries the waters withinthe Eleventh Ward, Jefferson Parish, and a procedure for allocation of the saltwater fish resourcetherein, such procedure to be based on a seasonal, hourly, daily, monthly, or total closure of said areato net fishing, whichever in the determination of the commission shall best accomplish the intent andpurpose of this Subsection.E.  The secretary shall have the authority to set seasons, regulate the type of gear used, and setpossession limits for speckled trout and other estuarine fish where it is clearly demonstrated thatintense fishing competition exists or if pollution levels exceed accepted standards or if biologicalstudies indicate the need.F.  Violation of any provision of this Section for which no penalty has been otherwisespecifically provided constitutes a class one violation.G.  With the exception of large mouth bass (Micropterus Salmoides), spotted bass (Micropterouspunctulatus), shadow bass (Amblophlites ariommus), black or white crappie (PomoxixNigromaculatus, P, annularis), white bass (Morone chrysops), yellow bass (Morone mississippiensi),striped bass (Morone saxatilis), and any species of bream (Lepomis supp. and Centrarchus sp.), theprovisions of this Section shall not apply to research or other projects being conducted by theLouisiana State University Agricultural Center, or by other schools or programs specificallyauthorized by the Board of Regents with the concurrence of the Department of Wildlife andFisheries, including but not limited to the sale or distribution of the research by-products, such aseggs, fingerlings, and fish, or other products grown under aquacultural conditions.Acts 1974, No. 223, §1; Amended by Acts 1974, No. 633, §2; Acts 1976, No. 576, §1; Acts 1979, No. 287,§1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1982, No. 316, §1; Acts 1983, No. 522, §1; Acts1985, No. 402, §1; Acts 1986, No. 660, §2; Acts 1987, No. 285, §1; Acts 1988, No. 778, §1; Acts 1988, No.889, §1, eff. July 21, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 889, §4, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1989, No. 469, §1; H.C.R. 181,1989 R.S.; Acts 1990, No. 78, §§1 and 2; eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1991, No. 822, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts1991, No. 888, §1, eff. July 23, 1991; Acts 1991, No. 987, §2; Acts 1995, No. 1141, §1; Acts 1997, No. 204,§1; Acts 1999, No. 1022, §1; Acts 2003, No. 268, §1; Acts 2007, No. 316, §§1, 2; Acts 2008, No. 23, §§1, 3,eff. July 1, 2008; Acts 2008, No. 220, §12, eff. June 14, 2008.§327.1.  Aquaculturally raised fish; definitions; importationA.  Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 56:327(A)(1)(b)(i), as amended by Section 2 of ActNo. 78 of the 1990 Regular Session, to the contrary, cultured fish raised in an aquaculturalenvironment may be imported into this state.  No live fish shall be imported under this Section.
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B.  As used in this Section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:(1)  "Aquaculture" means aquaculture as defined in R.S. 56:411(B)(1).(2)  "Cultured fish" means saltwater game fish covered by the provisions of R.S.56:327(A)(1)(b)(i) or shellfish.C.(1)  With the exception of largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides), spotted bass(Micropterus punctulatus), shadow bass (Ambloplites ariommus), black or white crappie (Pomoxisnigromaculatus, P. annularis), white bass (Morone chrysops), yellow bass (Morone mississippiensi),striped bass (Morone saxatilis), and any species of bream (Lepomis supp. and Centrarchus sp.),cultured fish, raised in an aquacultural environment, may be imported into this state for sale atwholesale or retail.(2)  Prior to each shipment into this state of any aquaculturally raised fish, the buyer or handlerof such shipment shall notify the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, or hisdesignated agent, at least forty-eight hours prior to the product being shipped, of its pending arrival.Each shipment into this state must be accompanied by a bill of lading.  The bill of lading shall statethe species of cultured fish in each shipment, the number of cultured fish or parts thereof, the originof the shipment, the destination of the shipment, the consignee and the consignor, and the grower'sname and the fish farm license number, if applicable.  Wholesalers, their agents, and commercialtransporters delivering the shipment or portions thereof to retail dealers shall provide each dealerwith a copy of their bill of lading and shall indicate thereon the date of delivery to the retailer, thespecies of the cultured fish being delivered, and the number of cultured fish or parts thereofdelivered.  Both wholesalers and retailers shall maintain a file of such bills of lading which shall beopen to inspection by the secretary, his agents, or any law enforcement agency.D.  Every producer importing cultured fish into this state for sale at wholesale or retail under theprovisions of this Section shall, prior to engaging in such business, provide, on forms approved bythe secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, evidence from the appropriategovernmental agency in the foreign jurisdiction certifying that the producer is a bona fide fish farmeror producer of cultured fish in an aquacultural environment.E.  Violations of this Subsection shall constitute a class 5-B violation.Acts 1991, No. 822, §2, eff. Sept. 1, 1991; Acts 1997, No. 191, §1; Acts 2010, No. 743, §2B, eff. July 1,2010.§328.  Conducting fishing operations so as not to destroy nests or natural hiding places ofyoung fish; prohibited importation; sale or offer for sale of noxious aquatic plants; permit;penalty A.  All fishing operations shall be conducted in such a way that nests of fish or the natural hidingplaces of young fish or shrimp are not destroyed.  Nets shall not be hauled out upon the shore in sucha way that any illegal fish which may happen to be taken therein cannot be returned to the waterswithout injury.  All vegetation hauled up in fishing operations, except such as may be condemnedas detrimental by the commission, shall be carefully removed and immediately put back into thewaters in such a manner as not to injure any fish eggs, small fish, or fish foods contained therein.B.  No person shall at any time import or cause to be transported into the jurisdiction of the stateof Louisiana, from any other state or country, without first obtaining a written permit from thedepartment, noxious aquatic plants which are or can be grown submerged, immersed, floating inwater, or in wetland conditions.  The department shall maintain and promulgate under theAdministrative Procedure Act a list of prohibited invasive, noxious aquatic plants.
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C.  The department shall have the authority to promulgate rules under the AdministrativeProcedure Act to prevent the introduction of invasive, noxious aquatic plants and to control,eradicate, and prevent the spread or dissemination within the state of all invasive, noxious aquaticplants that pose a threat to the wildlife or fisheries resources of the state.  The department may issuepermits for the importation of any of the invasive, noxious aquatic plants for the purpose ofconducting scientific investigations of such species of aquatic plants.  Terms and conditions of allpermits issued shall be prescribed by the department.D.  The department shall confer and cooperate with the Department of Agriculture and Forestryto determine if any potentially regulated plants are of agricultural importance.E.  Violation of the provisions of Subsection B or C of this Section and violation of any ruleadopted pursuant to the provisions of this Section constitutes a class four violation. Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  Amended by Acts 1975, No. 248, §1; Acts 1980, No. 593, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837,§3; Acts 1992, No. 45, §1; Acts 2006, No. 400, §1, eff. July 1, 2006; Acts 2006, No. 400, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 2007.§329.  Obstruction of streams or lakes by fyke nets or other devicesA.  No person shall obstruct the free passage of fish in any of the streams, lakes, bayous, or inany body of water, including crevasses, coulees, and canals in marsh and swamp areas of the stateby any means whatsoever, provided that the provisions of this Section shall not apply to watercontrol structures or dams for the retention of water for conservation purposes.B.  Except in Little River in Grant Parish and LaSalle Parish, no obstructions including trawls,skimmer nets, butterfly nets, fyke nets, wings or leads, seines, gill nets, or trammel nets whichinterfere with the free passageway for fish as defined herein shall be set within five hundred feet ofthe mouth of any inlet or pass, or within five hundred feet of any water control structures, dams, orweirs.  Hoop nets, including wings and leads, set in Little River in Grant Parish and LaSalle Parishmay be set closer than five hundred feet to the mouth of any inlet or pass or water control structure,dam or weir.  Wings and leads are permitted on hoop nets in overflowed regions where the water isout of the actual bed of the natural stream or lake but not within the restricted five hundred feet area.C.  The possession of fish caught in leads or wings is prohibited.  Wings and leads on hoop netsbelow the saltwater line, as defined in R.S. 56:322(A), are permitted.  However, the use ofmonofilament leads or wings shall be prohibited below the saltwater line.  No pair of wings or leadsshall be within one hundred feet of each other and no single lead shall exceed twenty-five feet inlength.D.  "Free passageway for fish" means a minimum passageway opening of five feet in widthextending from the surface to the bottom of the water in the deepest portion of the water.  The useof wings and leads on nets and seines is a violation of this Section except in overflowed regions asstated above.E.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class three violation.Acts 1989, No. 247, §1, eff. June 26, 1989; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 2007, No. 296,§1; Acts 2010, No. 746, §1.§330.  Crawfish harvesters; crawfish trapsA.  Crawfish harvesters shall be subject to the jurisdiction and rules and regulations of theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries and the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.B.  Crawfish may be taken commercially with approved crawfish traps.  The openings of theflues or throats on crawfish traps shall not exceed two inches.
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C.  The secretary may promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the provisions of thisSection.Acts 1995, No. 543, §2.§331.  Crab Task ForceA.  There is hereby established the Crab Task Force to advise the Department of Wildlife andFisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission on matters pertaining to the management anddevelopment of the crab industry in Louisiana.B.  The Crab Task Force shall be composed of twenty members appointed by the secretary ofthe Department of Wildlife and Fisheries as follows:(1)  Four crab dealers or processors.(2)  Two soft shell crab producers.(3)  Seven commercial hard crab fishermen.(4)  One biologist appointed from the LSU Agricultural Center Sea Grant program.(5)  One marine biologist appointed from the faculty of a Louisiana university.(6)  One marine biologist appointed from the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(7)  One enforcement agent appointed from the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(8)  One attorney appointed from the LSU Sea Grant program.(9)  One fisheries economist from Louisiana State University.(10)  One economist appointed from the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.C.  The members listed in Paragraphs (1) through (3) of Subsection B of this Section shall bevoting members.  The members listed in Paragraphs (4) through (10) of Subsection B of this Sectionshall not vote.D.  The task force shall adopt bylaws under which it shall operate, and seven members of thetask force shall constitute a quorum sufficient to conduct meetings and business of the task force.The task force shall elect a chairman from its membership and may seek and receive assistance fromuniversities within the state in the development of methods to increase the production andmarketability of crabs.E.  Members of the task force shall serve without compensation.F.  The members appointed by the secretary shall as near as practicable represent  diversegeographic areas according to statistical crab fishing license data.  The members appointed by thesecretary shall be subject to Senate confirmation.Acts 2001, No. 57, §2, eff. May 24, 2001; Acts 2006, No. 247, §1.§331.1.  Repealed by Acts 1968, No. 625, §1.  §332.  Crabs; release of crabs in berry stage; method of taking crabs; time limitations; by-catch; penalties; abandoned crab trap removal programA.  Crabs of legal size may be taken using any gear identified in R.S. 56:320(B)(3); however,the taking of crabs by means of trawls in inside waters is permitted only during the open season forshrimp.  In no event, however, shall a person use a trawl with a mesh size less than that ofcommercial shrimp trawls for the purpose of taking crabs during the open season for shrimp.B.  No person shall keep or sell adult female crabs in the berry stage, that is, when they arecarrying the eggs or young attached to the abdomen.  All crabs in the berry stage taken by any meansshall be returned immediately to the waters.  However, a legally licensed commercial crab fishermanmay have in his workbox an incidental take of crabs in the berry stage in an amount equal to notmore than two percent of the total number of crabs in his possession.
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C.(1)  The baiting, tending, checking, or removing of serviceable crab traps in use and thecontents of such crab traps or their lines, buoys, or markers shall be prohibited in public watersduring the time period from one-half hour after legal sunset until one-half hour before legal sunrise.(2)  Notwithstanding any other provision of the law to the contrary, violation of any provisionsof this Subsection constitutes a class four violation.D.  The commission shall promulgate and adopt rules and regulations to establish a markingsystem for crab traps sufficient to enable the department's agents to clearly identify crab trapsincluding the name and license number of the owner of such crab traps and sufficient to enforce alllaws relative to such crab traps.E.(1)  Except as provided in Subsection N of this Section, crab traps which are no longerserviceable or in use shall be removed from the water by the owner thereof and properly disposedof or stored by him.  Except as provided in Subsection N of this Section, no person shallintentionally damage or destroy serviceable crab traps or the floats or lines attached thereto, orremove the contents thereof, other than the licensee or his agent.(2)  A person intentionally discarding an unserviceable crab trap in navigable waters shall beguilty of a class two violation.F.  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, theft of a crab trap shall constitute a class 4violation.G.  No crab traps shall be set in navigable channels or entrances to streams.  It shall be theresponsibility of the crab fisherman to place his crab traps so vessels can safely navigate and alsoto dispose of his unserviceable crab traps.  Violation of any provision of this Subsection shall be aclass two violation.  A shrimper who catches an unserviceable crab trap shall keep it on board hisvessel and properly dispose of it at a designated disposal site if one is available.  Except as providedin Subsection N of this Section, a shrimper who catches an otherwise serviceable trap without a floatshall return it to the water with a common float.  Any fisherman with a crab fishing license may raiseand check any trap with a common float to determine ownership.  The owner of the trap shall returnthe common float to any shrimper for reuse.  The color of the common float shall be determined bythe commission.H.  Violation of any provision of this Section constitutes a class four violation, except asotherwise provided herein.I.  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the taking of crabs with legal crab traps, crabpots, nets, and lines shall be permitted in the Lake Catherine and Lake Pontchartrain Sanctuaryincluding the waters of Lake Catherine, and its passes, the Rigolets, Unknown Pass, and ChefMenteur, and that portion of Lake Pontchartrain as follows: The whole area from where the Rigoletsand Chef Menteur Passes enter Lake Pontchartrain extending in a westerly direction to a point fourmiles west of the Southern Railway Bridge, being all of Lake Pontchartrain and its tributaries lyingeast of the Southern Railway Bridge, and all that portion of Lake Pontchartrain extending four mileswest of the Southern Railway Bridge, between the northern and southern shore line, as well as thatportion extending out four miles from shore along the Orleans Parish shore line to the Jefferson-Orleans Parish line, and that area of Lake Pontchartrain along the north shore extending out fourmiles from shore and running from the Southern Railway Bridge to a line drawn between a pointfour miles southwest of Goose Point and Goose Point.J.  Metal tackle or metal crab traps shall not be used in any of the public waters north of theIntracoastal Canal in the Calcasieu River or in any body of water comprising the Calcasieu RiverSystem north of the Intracoastal Canal, or in the waters of Vermilion Bay from Cypremort Point onemile offshore to Blue Point.K.  Beginning January 1, 1998, and thereafter, each crab trap shall have a minimum of twoescape rings.  All escape rings shall be placed on the vertical, outside walls flush with the trap flooror baffle, with at least one ring located in each chamber of the trap.  The minimum sizes of the ringsshall be two and five-sixteenths inches in inside diameter, not including the ring material.  The rings
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shall be rigid and attached to the trap with material of a smaller diameter than the wire strands of thetrap.  Except from April first through June thirtieth and from September first through Octoberthirty-first, escape ring openings shall not be obstructed with any material that prevents or hampersexit of crabs.  However, the provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to those crab traps placedin Lake Pontchartrain.L.  The limit for blue crabs taken for recreational purposes shall be twelve dozen, or one hundredforty-four crabs, daily and in possession.M.(1)  Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 56:320, a licensed commercial fisherman mayretain for personal consumption finfish caught as by-catch in crab traps up to an aggregate oftwenty-five finfish per vessel per day.  However, no game fish or spotted sea trout may be kept asa part of the aggregate allowed by the provisions of this Subsection.  Any fish kept under theprovisions of this Subsection shall be subject to statutory and regulatory size and possession limitsapplicable to recreational fishing.(2)  In addition to any fish retained as by-catch, any licensed commercial fisherman holding agear license which allows him to take finfish for commercial purposes may possess any finfishcaught under that gear license up to the commercial possession limit allowable for such finfish andsuch finfish shall not be required to be segregated from the by-catch allowed in Paragraph (1) of thisSubsection.N.(1)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the Wildlife and FisheriesCommission may develop and establish a program to remove abandoned crab traps from state-ownedlake and river beds and other water bottoms of the state.  Any crab trap found in state-owned lakesand river beds and other water bottoms of the state during a period of time when their use has beenprohibited by the commission under the provisions of Paragraph (2) of this Subsection shall beconsidered abandoned and may be removed by those persons authorized by the commission.(2)  The commission may prohibit crab traps in state-owned lake and river beds and other waterbottoms of the state as follows:(a)  During a sixteen-consecutive-day period between February first and March thirty-first, thecommission may prohibit crab traps in one or more geographical areas of the state.(b)  During a fourteen-consecutive-day period of time which includes the opening day of thespring inshore shrimp season the commission may prohibit crab traps in one or more geographicalareas of the state.(c)  The period of time for the prohibitions of crab traps authorized in this Paragraph shall bespecified by the commission for each geographical area, which period may be for fewer than thesixteen consecutive days, but shall consist of consecutive days within the sixteen-consecutive-dayperiod.(3)  The commission shall adopt and promulgate under the Administrative Procedure Act rulesand regulations to provide for a prohibition on the use of crab traps and for the removal ofabandoned traps and their disposal.  The rules shall, at a minimum, specify the beginning and endingdates for the prohibition on the use of crab traps, shall specify the geographical area within whichthe use of crab traps shall be prohibited, and shall specify who is authorized to remove theabandoned traps and the location where the removed abandoned traps are to be placed for disposal.Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  Amended by Acts 1977, No. 742, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1978; Acts 1978, No. 328, §1,eff. July 10, 1978; Acts 1978, No. 662, §1; Acts 1979, No. 280, §1; Acts 1979, No. 606, §1; Acts 1981, No. 479,§1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1; Acts 1984, No. 230, §1, eff. June 29, 1984; Acts 1986, No. 904, §§3, 4; Acts 1987,No. 602, §1; Acts 1987, No. 854, §1; Acts 1988, No. 119, §1; Acts 1988, No. 330, §§1, 2; Acts 1989, No. 591,§1; Acts 1989, No. 738, §1; Acts 1989, No. 739, §1; Acts 1991, No. 859, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1044, §1; Acts1997, No. 302, §1; Acts 1999, No. 179, §1; Acts 1999, No. 422, §1, eff. June 18, 1999; Acts 2003, No. 48, §1;Acts 2003, No. 565, §1; Acts 2003, No. 566, §1; Acts 2006, No. 401, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2006; Acts 2008, No. 23,§1, eff. July 1, 2008; Acts 2010, No. 932, §1.
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§332.1.  Eel; methods of taking; licensing; marking; violationA.(1)  Eel may be taken for commercial purposes using eel pots, as that term is defined in R.S.56:8, or by other legal means.(2)  Possession of a valid commercial fishing license in addition to other applicable commerciallicenses authorizes the holder thereof to sell any eel taken.B.  Eel may be taken for recreational purposes using any legal recreational gear as set forth inR.S. 56:320(A).  Licenses shall be as required by R.S. 56:302.1(C) for residents and nonresidentsrespectively.C.(1)  Each eel pot shall be attached by a nonfloating line to a visible float of at least six inchesin diameter or one-half gallon volume size and the eel fishermen's license number shall be printedon the float in indelible ink.(2)  Eel pots shall be fished only in areas of the state which are south of the saltwater line asdelineated by R.S. 56:322(A) and in saltwater lakes north of said saltwater line, excluding LakeMaurepas, except by permit issued by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries pursuant to theprovisions of R.S. 56:571.  No eel pot shall be set in navigable channels or entrances to streams.D.  Violation of any provision of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Acts 1986, No. 114, §1; Acts 1990, No. 497, §1; Acts 1997, No. 203, §1.§333.  Mullet; saltwater areasA.  Mullet may be taken commercially in the saltwater areas of the state as described in R.S.56:322(B) and 333(C).  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall adopt rules toregulate the taking of mullet.  Such regulations, except as provided in Subsection B of this Section,shall provide for zones, permits, fees, and other provisions necessary to implement this Section.B.(1)  The season for taking mullet shall begin on the third Monday in October of each year andremain open until the third Monday in January.  There shall be no commercial taking of mulletduring the period from 5:00 a.m. on Saturday through 6:00 p.m. on Sunday.  Mullet may not be takencommercially at any time outside of this season.  There shall be no fishing pursuant to the provisionsof this Section during the hours after sunset and before sunrise.  The provisions of this Section aresubject to quotas and size limits as established by law and rules and regulations of the commission.(2)  Mullet may only be taken commercially with a mullet strike net.(3)  The commercial taking of mullet is prohibited except by special permit issued by theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries at a cost of one hundred dollars for residents of this state andfour hundred dollars for those who are nonresidents.(4)  The commercial taking of mullet during the season by using a mullet strike net in excess ofone thousand two hundred feet in length or by using more than one strike net from any vessel at anytime is prohibited.(5)  Each mullet strike net shall have attached to it a tag issued by the department which statesthe name, address, and social security number of the owner of the net and the permit number of thepermit issued to commercially take mullet.  The department shall not issue any tag to a person whodoes not have a social security number.C.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, in addition to other areas of the state,mullet may also be taken pursuant to the provisions of this Section in the following areas:
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(1)  The portion of Breton and Chandeleur Sounds south and west of a line beginning at the mostnortherly point on the south side of Taylor Pass at Latitude 29° 23' 18" 476 N. (Y-268, 131, 65),Longitude 89° 19' 00" 803 W. (X-2, 642, 161.69); thence run North 32° 32' West for 8.74 miles toa horizontal tank battery located in the vicinity of Battledore Reef and east of Little BattledoreIsland; thence run North 30° 47' East for 11 miles to the Mississippi River Gulf-Outlet channel atthe lighted, privately maintained marker known as station "69-A" and "70-A".(2)  The portion of the Intracoastal Waterway in Orleans Parish from the overhead power linesat the Interharbor Navigation Canal east to the Rigolets.(3)  The portion of Lake Pontchartrain located south and east of the Interstate 10 bridge.D.(1)  No person shall be issued a license or permit for the commercial taking of mullet unlessthat person meets all of the following requirements:(a)  The person shall provide proof that he purchased a valid Louisiana commercial saltwater gillnet license in any two of the years 1995, 1994, and 1993.(b)  The person shall provide copies of unamended, original income tax returns, includingSchedule C from the federal form 1040, which show that the person derived more than fifty percentof his earned income from the capture and sale of seafood species in any two of the years 1995,1994, and 1993.(c)  The person shall not have applied for or received any assistance pursuant to R.S. 56:13.1(C).(2)  The commission shall adopt rules and regulations for the entry of commercial fishermen intothe commercial mullet fishery.  Such rules shall include the provisions of Paragraph (1) of thisSubsection as minimum requirements.E.  The department shall not issue nor shall any person receive more than one permit or licenseto commercially take mullet.F.(1)  Violation of any provision of this Section or of any Wildlife and Fisheries Commissionregulation pertaining to mullet fishery shall constitute a Class 6 violation.  The offender shall alsobe penalized as follows:(a)  For a first offense, the offender shall forfeit any mullet permit or mullet strike net licenseissued to him and shall be barred from obtaining a mullet permit or a mullet strike net license for theremainder of the period for which it was issued plus one year, during which the offender shall bebarred from participating in any mullet fishery.(b)  For a second offense, the offender shall forfeit any mullet permit or mullet strike net licenseissued to him and shall be barred from obtaining a mullet permit or a mullet strike net license for theremainder of the period for which it was issued plus two years, during which the offender shall bebarred from participating in any mullet fishery.(c)  For a third offense, the offender shall forfeit any mullet permit or mullet strike net licenseissued to him and shall be forever barred from obtaining a mullet permit or a mullet strike net licenseand from participating in the mullet fishery.(2)  Any person who participates in the fishery while barred shall be penalized under theprovisions of a Class 7-B violation.G.(1)  The commission shall make an annual peer reviewed and evaluated report to thelegislature no later than March first that contains the following information on mullet:(a)  The spawning potential ratio.(b)  A biological condition and profile of the species and stock assessment.
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(2)  If the report shows that the spawning potential ratio is below thirty percent, the departmentshall close the season within two weeks for a period of at least one year.H.  The licenses or permits provided for in this Section and in R.S. 56:305(B)(14) as to residentsand nonresidents shall not be transferable from one person to another for a period of three years fromAugust 15, 1995, or until a transfer system is developed by the commission, except in the case ofproven physical hardship, as determined within the sole discretion of the commission, and in suchevent may only be transferred to the spouse, parent/legal guardian, or child/legal dependent of suchperson.  The commission shall by rule establish a system for the transfer of such licenses or permitswithin a three-year period. In establishing such a system, the commission shall provide that thereshall be no financial gain realized by the transfer of such licenses or permits. Any decision of thecommission may be appealed de novo to the Nineteenth Judicial District Court.I.  Repealed by Acts 2001, No. 147, §2.Acts 1991, No. 1051, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2; Acts 1997, No. 527, §1, eff. July 3, 1997; Acts 1999,No. 838, §1; Acts 2001, No. 51, §1; Acts 2001, No. 147, §§1, 2.§333.1.  Mullet; freshwater areasMullet may be taken commercially by means of hoop nets in the freshwater areas of the state asdescribed in R.S. 56:322(A).  The commission in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Actshall adopt rules and regulations to regulate the taking of mullet.  The rules shall provide for zones,permits, fees, daily take and possession limits, and other provisions necessary to implement theprovisions of this Section.  The rules promulgated by the commission shall specifically provide thefollowing:(1)  That mullet caught in the freshwater areas of the state shall not be possessed by commercialfishermen in the saltwater areas of the state.(2)  There shall be no lead nets on hoop nets used for the fishing of mullet.(3)  No hoop nets used to catch freshwater mullet shall be run at night.(4)  No mullet shall be possessed in the freshwater areas of the state between the hours of officialsunset and official sunrise.Acts 1999, No. 838, §1.§333.2.  Mullet Task ForceA.  There is hereby established the Mullet Task Force composed of the following members:(1)  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designee.(2)  A member appointed by the United Commercial Fisherman's Association.(3)  A member appointed by the Delta Commercial Fisherman's organization.(4)  A member appointed by the Lake Pontchartrain Fisherman's Association.(5)  A member appointed by the Louisiana Commercial Fisherman's Association of Dulac.B.  The task force shall advise the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission as to the mostappropriate date to open mullet season.  The task force shall meet at least once each quarter of theyear with one meeting to be held between July fifteenth and August fifteenth each year in order todevelop a task force recommendation for the opening date for that calendar year.  Recommendationsfor the date to open the mullet season shall be presented to the Louisiana Wildlife and FisheriesCommission at the September commission meeting each year.C.  Members of the task force shall serve without compensation.Acts 2001, No. 116, §2, eff. May 25, 2001.
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§§334, 334.1.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.§334.2.  Freshwater fishing allowed in designated saltwater areas The saltwater angling license required in R.S. 56:302.1(C) shall not preclude a person fromfishing for freshwater species of fish south of the designated saltwater line described in R.S.56:322(A) or in saltwater lakes and bodies of water designated in R.S. 56:322(B).  A person maytake or possess in such designated saltwater areas, without a saltwater angling license, anyfreshwater species of fish in any number not otherwise prohibited by law, provided the personpossesses a valid fishing license as otherwise required by law.  For the purpose of enforcement, thedepartment shall determine by rule which species of fish shall be classified as a freshwater speciesand which shall be classified as a saltwater species.  Any person, without a valid saltwater anglinglicense, that takes a saltwater species of fish as classified by the department from a designatedsaltwater area shall return such fish immediately to the waters from which taken without avoidableinjury.  An enforcement agent or officer of the department may inspect a fisherman's catch to insurecompliance with this Section.  Acts 1986, No. 844, §1.  §335.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.  §336.  Penalty for violation of sport fishing provisions A.  Whoever violates any of the sport fishing provisions of this Sub-part for which no penaltyhas been otherwise specifically provided shall be fined not less than $25 nor more than $100 or beimprisoned for not less than ten days nor more than sixty days, or both.  For a second or subsequentconviction for the same offense, he shall be fined not less than $100 nor more than $300 or beimprisoned for not less than thirty days nor more than ninety days, or both and any tackle used inviolating the law may be disposed of by the commission on order of the court having jurisdictionthereof.B.  Upon conviction for any offense for which a penalty is provided by Subsection A hereof orby any other provision of this Sub-part, and in addition to such penalty, the court may suspend orrevoke the offender's hunting and/or fishing license and any or all privileges to hunt or to fish in thisstate that may be granted under any law or color of law whenever, in the judgment of the court, thecircumstances warrant suspension or revocation, and in such case the suspension or revocation shallbe for a period not to exceed the period for which the license was issued plus one year thereafter.Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  §337.  Repealed by Acts 1989, No. 490, §1.  §338.  Registration of vessels; application; misstatements; penalties A.  Any vessel which shall be licensed or permitted to engage in commercial fishing orfreighting operations for shrimp or fish of any species with any type of nets, seines, or traps inLouisiana waters which has not been registered at a customs port within the state and which fails topay the fishing boat or net licenses fixed under this Subpart, shall not be entitled to another suchlicense nor permitted to engage in such operations within two years thereafter.  B.  Any material misstatement of fact regarding the ownership of the vessel for whichapplication is made, supported by false affidavit, subjects the person making the affidavit toprosecution and subjects the vessel to forfeiture as provided for forfeiture of vessels and equipmentin this Sub-part.  C.  Violation of this Subpart constitutes a class one violation.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3.
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§339.  Transportation of fish to other states; reciprocity On and after March 1, 1951, resident and nonresident persons of Louisiana and foreigncorporations are prohibited from seining for and catching menhaden or other species of fish notordinarily used for human consumption in the inside and outside waters over which Louisiana hasjurisdiction, to be transported to another state for the purpose of rendering and processing same,unless the state, to which the menhaden or other such species of fish are transported for the purposeof rendering and processing, permits citizens of Louisiana and Louisiana corporations the likeprivilege to seine for and catch and transport into Louisiana for the purpose of rendering andprocessing same, under the same conditions as provided by Louisiana law, menhaden and other likespecies of fish in the waters over which that state has jurisdiction.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  §§340 to 344.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.§345.  Repealed by Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 130, §2.§346.  Repealed by Acts 1991, No. 270, §2.  §§347 to 353.  Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 876, §4, eff. July 23, 1985.  §354.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.  §355.  Penalty provision Penalties for violation of any provision of this Subpart shall be as prescribed in Part II of thisChapter.  Violation of any provision of any Section of this Subpart shall constitute a class oneviolation except where a higher class of violation is specified for a violation of any provision of aparticular Section. Added by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3.  §356.  Aquaculture defined The term "aquaculture" means the production of fish in a controlled environment in privatewaters on private lands.  "Aquaculture" includes, but is not limited to, the commercial production,storage, processing, marketing, distribution, export or importation of any seafood, including but notlimited to catfish, crustaceans, freshwater prawns, mollusks, and shiners and other bait species.  Added by Acts 1983, No. 412, §1; Acts 1991, No. 822, §3, eff. Sept. 1, 1991.  
SUBPART A-1.  AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES§360.1.  Louisiana Aquatic Invasive Species CouncilA.  The Louisiana Aquatic Invasive Species Council is hereby created and shall be composedof the following members or their designees:(1)  The governor.(2)  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(3)  The secretary of the Department of Natural Resources.(4)  The secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality.(5)  The commissioner of agriculture.
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(6)  The secretary of the Department of Transportation and Development.(7)  The secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals.(8)  The state superintendent of education.(9)  The secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism.B.  The council shall be chaired by the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries orhis designee.  The council shall elect a vice chair who shall not be an employee of the Departmentof Wildlife and Fisheries.  In addition, the council shall elect other officers as the council deemsnecessary.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall provide staff necessary for the council.C.  The council shall meet at least once per quarter, but may meet more often as necessary.  Themembers of the council shall not be compensated for their services but may seek travelreimbursements from their respective agencies under the guidelines for state employees providedby the division of administration.  Meetings of the council shall be subject to laws regarding openmeetings, R.S. 42:11 et seq., and records kept by the council shall be subject to laws regarding publicrecords, R.S. 44:1 et seq.Acts 2004, No. 185, §2, eff. June 10, 2004.§360.2.  The Louisiana Aquatic Invasive Species Task ForceA.  In addition to the Louisiana Aquatic Invasive Species Council, there is hereby created theLouisiana Aquatic Invasive Species Task Force to serve in an advisory capacity to the council.  Thetask force shall be composed of members or their designees as follows:(1)  The district commander of the Eighth Coast Guard District.(2)  The district engineer of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District.(3)  The district chief for the Water Resources Division of the U.S. Geological Survey, Louisianadistrict.(4)  The Region 4 director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Atlanta office.(5)  The state plant health director for the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Animal and PlantHealth Inspection Service, Plant Protection and Quarantine.(6)  The chancellor of the Louisiana State University Agricultural Center.(7)  The chancellor of the University of New Orleans.(8)  The director of the Center for Bioenvironmental Research, Tulane University and XavierUniversity.(9)  The president of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.(10)  The executive director of the Louisiana Wildlife Federation.(11)  The regional administrator of the National Park Service, U.S. Department of Interior.(12)  The president of the Louisiana Farm Bureau Association.(13)  The president of the Louisiana Marine and Motorcycle Trades Association.(14)  The executive director of the Louisiana Sea Grant Program.(15)  The director of the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program.(16)  The executive director of the Louisiana Landowners Association.(17)  The executive director of the Louisiana Nursery and Landscape Association.(18)  The executive director of the Louisiana Forestry Association.
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(19)  The president of the Ports Association of Louisiana.(20)  The executive director of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission.(21)  The president of the Louisiana Chemical Association.(22)  The executive director of the Steamship Association of Louisiana.(23)  A representative of the electrical utility industry in Louisiana appointed by the LouisianaElectric Utilities Association.(24)  The president of Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association.(25)  The chairman of the Louisiana Aquaculture Advisory Task Force.(26)  The chief of the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration HabitatConservation Division Office in Louisiana.(27)  The state veterinarian employed by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry.(28)  The state entomologist appointed by the commissioner of the Department of Agricultureand Forestry.(29)  The executive director of the State Soil and Water Conservation Committee.(30)  The director of horticulture and quarantine programs for the Department of Agriculture andForestry.(31)  An Oyster Task Force member appointed by the chairman of the Oyster Task Force.B.  The task force shall be chaired by the chair of the council and shall meet at the call of thechair.  The members of the task force shall not be compensated for their services on the task forcebut may seek travel reimbursements from their respective agencies under the guidelines for stateemployees provided by the division of administration.  Meetings of the task force shall be subjectto laws regarding open meetings, R.S. 42:11 et seq., and records of the task force shall be subjectto laws regarding public records, R.S. 44:1 et seq.C.  The chair of the council may appoint committees of the task force.  The chair of the councilshall appoint the chair of any committee and shall designate the functions and responsibilities ofeach committee appointed.  The chair may appoint on an ad hoc basis committee members who arenot members of either the council or the advisory task force.Acts 2004, No. 185, §2, eff. June 10, 2004.§360.3.  Powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities of the Louisiana Aquatic InvasiveSpecies Council and Task ForceA.  The council, with the advice and assistance of the task force, shall do the following things:(1)  Coordinate the implementation of Louisiana Invasive Aquatic Species Management Plan,which was adopted by the Louisiana Non-Indigenous Aquatic Species Advisory Task Force createdby Executive Order MJF 02-11.(2)  Coordinate and support through collaboration and full communication all efforts in the state,the region, and the nation, as appropriate, to control, prevent or eradicate invasive or potentiallyinvasive aquatic species.(3)  Coordinate the implementation of the management plan's goals to prevent and control theintroduction of new non-indigenous aquatic species into Louisiana; to control the spread and impactof existing invasive aquatic species; and to eradicate already established invasive aquatic speciesthrough the development of policies to achieve the following four objectives:
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(a)  Prevent and control the introduction or re-introduction of invasive or potentially invasivenon-indigenous aquatic species through education about species and pathways of introduction,targeting the general public, schools, industries, government agencies, and other organizations.(b)  Eliminate established invasive aquatic species through monitoring, early detection, rapidresponse, and early eradication.(c)  Control the spread of established invasive aquatic species through cooperative managementactivities designed to minimize impact where eradication is impossible.(d)  Prevent the introduction of invasive or potentially invasive non-indigenous aquatic speciesor the spread of existing invasive or potentially invasive non-indigenous aquatic species.(4)  Identify all funding sources which may be available for use by the council or the task forceto control, contain, eradicate, or prevent the introduction or spread of invasive or potentially invasivenon-indigenous aquatic species in an effort to preserve and protect our native ecosystems andindigenous aquatic species.(5)  Submit to the legislature every two years a status report on the management plan and itsimplementation.  Such report shall be submitted prior to the opening day of the regular session ineven-numbered years and shall comply with the requirements of R.S. 24:772.  Any changes to theplan shall be adopted and promulgated under the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act andshall be subject to oversight by the House Committee on Natural Resources and Environment andthe Senate Committee on Natural Resources.B.  The task force shall act in an advisory capacity to the council in the development of data andinformation relative to non-indigenous aquatic species and the implementation and revision of themanagement plan.  The task force shall meet with the council at the call of the chair of the council.The task force shall seek the advice and consultation of tribal entities when appropriate.Acts 2004, No. 185, §2, eff. June 10, 2004; Acts 2008, No. 580, §7.
SUBPART B.  MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS APPLICABLETO CERTAIN WATER BODIES §401.  Commercial seining prohibited in Lake Bruin and other lakes: penalty No person shall seine fish for commercial purposes in Lake Bruin in the parish of Tensas andin the Fool River in the parish of Franklin.  The department shall take such steps as necessary toprevent the seining of fish for commercial purposes at any time in those two areas.  Violation of thisSection constitutes a class two violation.Acts 1974, No. 223, §2.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1982, No. 746, §1.  §402.  Commercial fishing in Lake Bruin prohibited; penalty All catching of fish in any manner for commercial purposes in Lake Bruin including that partof the lake called Brushy and the following streams and bayous leading into or out of Lake Bruin:Bruin's Bayou, Choctaw Bayou, Ruth's Ditch, Catfish Bayou, Blue Hole, or Gillespie Ditch situatedin the parish of Tensas, is prohibited.  The department shall take such steps as necessary to preventthe catching of fish in any manner for commercial purposes at any time in the lake and its tributaries.The department may provide for open season and permit the taking of commercial fish from thosewaters for reasonable periods when in its judgment and discretion no harm would result therefromand the taking would tend to the conservation and replenishment of the fish and aquatic life in LakeBruin.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §2.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3.  
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§403.  Commercial seining prohibited in Clear Lake; penalty No person shall seine fish for commercial purposes in Clear Lake, situated in the parish ofRichland.  The department shall take such steps as necessary to prevent the seining of fish forcommercial purposes, at any time.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3.  §404.  Use of seines, nets, or webbing in Bogue Chitto River prohibited; logging and handgrabbing of fish in Bogue Chitto River prohibited; penalty A.  The use of seines, nets, or webbing for the taking of fish in the Bogue Chitto River fromwhere it enters the state in the northern part of Washington Parish to where it empties into PearlRiver in the parish of St. Tammany, Louisiana, is prohibited.  B.  The taking of fish from logs, buckets, barrels, drums, or natural or artificial nesting areas byhand grabbing shall be prohibited in the Bogue Chitto River from where it enters the state in thenorthern part of Washington Parish to where it empties into Pearl River in the parish of St.Tammany, Louisiana. C.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class two violation.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §2; Acts 1988, No. 929, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992.  §405.  Use of certain gear in Tchefuncte River and Lake Des Allemands prohibited; penaltyA.  The use of seines, nets, webbing or traps of any and all types, including slat traps, for thetaking of fish in the Tchefuncte River or its tributaries from its origin in Washington Parish to whereit empties into Lake Pontchartrain in the parish of St. Tammany, Louisiana is hereby prohibited.B.  Trawling, skimming, or butterflying north of the Louisiana Highway 631 Bridge at DesAllemands, Louisiana, and in Lake Des Allemands, its streams and tributaries is hereby prohibited.C.  Repealed by Acts 1982, No. 484, §1, eff. July 21, 1982.D.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation and any seines, nets, or webbingused in violation of this law shall be confiscated.Acts 1974, No. 223, §2.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 2007, No. 296, §1.§406.  Use of trammel net, seine, gill net, or webbing prohibited in the waters of Breton Islandsand Chandeleur Islands; exceptions; penaltyA.(1)  To promote the conservation of saltwater fish in the state, the use of any form of trammelnet, seine, gill net, strike net, or webbing (ordinarily or historically used for the catching or takingof, or capable of fishing for saltwater finfish) is hereby prohibited in the waters as delineated inParagraph (2) of this Subsection except as provided in R.S. 56:318 and 320.2.(2)  A description of the prohibited area is as follows:(a)  Beginning at the most northerly point on the south side of Taylor Pass at Lat. 29° 23' 18."476 N (Y-268.131.65), Long. 89° 19' 00." 803 W. (X-2, 642,161.69).(b)  Thence run N. 32° 32' W. for 8 3/4 miles to a horizontal tank battery located in the vicinityof Battledore Reef and east of Little Battledore Island.(c)  Thence run N. 30° 47' E. for 11 miles to the Mississippi River Gulf-Outlet Channel at alighted privately-maintained marker known as Station 49 at Lat. 29° 37' 16" N., Long. 89° 18' 31"W. and Station 50 at Lat. 29° 37' 19" N. and Long. 89° 18' 24" W.(d)  Thence N. 16° 10' E. for 8 1/2 miles to Point Chicot light.
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(e)  Thence N. 20° 10' E. for 13 1/2 miles to Mitchell Key light.(f)  Thence N. 35° 47' E. for 20 3/4 miles to Whistle Buoy at the entrance to Gulfport Channel,Lat. 30° 07' 00" N., Long. 88° 55' 08" W.(g)  Thence S. 47° 30' E. for 4 1/2 miles to a point, one mile north of Chandeleur light.(h)  Thence southeasterly running parallel to the present inside-outside water line as describedin R.S. 56:495 one mile east offshore of Chandeleur, continue in a southerly direction one mile eastalong the Chandeleur Islands.(i)  Thence continue southerly one mile offshore east of Palos Island, Boot Island, Stake Island,Curlew Island, Errol Island, Myth Shoal and Gosier Island to the Mississippi River Gulf-Outlet.(j)  Thence southwesterly one mile east offshore of Breton Island, continuing S. 56° 45' W. for12 miles to the point of origin.(3)(a)  It is specifically provided that nothing contained in this Section shall prohibit the use ofshrimp trawls or menhaden purse seines within the described area or the use of pompano strike netshaving a mesh size of not less than five inches stretched, and for the purpose of fishing pompanoonly and not exceeding two thousand four hundred feet in length, during the period from August firstthrough October thirty-first of each year in waters within the described area beyond two thousandfive hundred feet from land and in excess of seven feet in depth.(b)  No person using any pompano strike net in the described area as provided herein shall havein his possession any edible fish, other than pompano.  The provisions of this Section are subject toquotas and size limits as established by law and rules and regulations of the commission.(c)  No person may use a pompano net in the described area unless he has first obtained a specialpermit which the secretary shall issue and which special permit number shall be displayed on eachvessel on the roof, or in such position recognizable from the air on open boats, in block letters andnumerals eight inches high, width in proportion, contrasting with the background, being fullyexposed to view from the air at all times.(d)  No person shall fish for pompano in Breton Sound or Chandeleur Sound during the hoursafter sunset and before sunrise.(e)  Each pompano strike net shall have attached to it a tag issued by the department which statesthe name, address, and social security number of the owner of the net and the permit number of thepermit issued to commercially take pompano.  The department shall not issue any tag to a personwho does not have a social security number.B.  It shall be the duty of the commission to enforce this section.C.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class 5-A violation, R.S.56:35.D.  The provisions of this Section shall be self-operative and shall require no further legislativeaction.Acts 1974, No. 223, §2; Amended by Acts 1974, No. 214, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1982, No. 417,§1; Acts 1984, No. 516, §1; Acts 1984, No. 784, §1; Acts 1988, No. 889, §1, eff. July 21, 1988; Acts 1990, No.875, §1; Acts 1991, No. 824, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 590, §1; Acts 1995,No. 1316, §2; Acts 1997, No. 527, §1, eff. July 3, 1997; Acts 2001, No. 153, §1.§407.  Use of trammel nets, gill nets, and seines in certain areas of Lake Borgne prohibited A.  No person shall use any trammel net, gill net, or seine for the taking of fish, within one-halfmile of the shoreline of Grand Island, commonly known as Half Moon Island, in Lake Borgne, orwithin one-half mile of the shoreline of Grassy Island, in Lake Borgne.  
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B.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class two violation.  Acts 1974, No. 223, §2.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 213, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992.§408.  Lake Maurepas; trawling prohibited; nets in certain areas prohibited A.  Trawling, skimming, or butterflying in Lake Maurepas is hereby prohibited.B.  The setting of any nets of any kind in Lake Maurepas within one-half mile of the beaconlights marking the mouths of the Tickfaw, Tangipahoa, Amite, and Blind Rivers and the Amite Riverdiversion canal and Pass Manchac is hereby prohibited.C.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Acts 1974, No. 223, §2.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. §837, §3; Acts 1986, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 19, §1, eff.Dec. 24, 1986; Acts 1987, No. 455, §1, eff. July 9, 1987; Acts 2007, No. 296, §1.§409.  Saline Lake; Iatt Lake; triploid grass carp; introduction; expendituresA.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the Saline Lake Game and FishPreserve Commission may introduce triploid grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella) into Saline Lake.This activity shall be done only under the direct supervision of the department and its biologists.All expenditures incurred in such activity shall be borne entirely by the Saline Lake Game and FishPreserve Commission.B.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the Grant Parish Police Jury mayintroduce triploid grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella) into Iatt Lake.  This activity shall be doneonly under the direct supervision of the department and its biologists.  All expenditures incurred insuch activity shall be borne entirely by the Grant Parish Police Jury.Acts 2004, No. 173, §1.§409.1.  Penalty for the wasting of the state's fishery resourcesA.  No person shall waste any fish of this state.  As used in this Section, "waste" means theharvesting of any fish for commercial purposes which results in the excessive killing of such fish.B.  Any person in violation of the provisions of this Section may be subject to a civil fine by theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries in an amount not to exceed the fair market value of the fishwasted.  The fair market value of such fish shall be based upon the prevailing wholesale price of thefish, if such price is available, or shall approximate the price which could otherwise be obtained forthe fish.C.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall promulgate rules and regulations to assigna fair market value to fish under its jurisdiction, determine what constitutes the excessive killing offish, and to otherwise implement the provisions of this Section, and shall subject such rules andregulations to legislative oversight by the House Committee on Natural Resources and Environmentand Senate Committee on Natural Resources.D.  Civil penalties may be assessed only by a ruling of the department based on an adjudicatoryhearing held in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.  No civil penalty shall beassessed under this Section for the wasting of fish the value of which is deemed by the departmentto be less than one thousand dollars.E.  Any proceeds from a fine imposed under this Section shall be placed in the ConservationFund to be used for the purposes of the fund.F.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to the taking or use of shrimp.Acts 1986, No. 919, §1; Acts 2008, No. 580, §7.
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§410.  Trawling at night prohibited on White Lake and Grand Lake A.  Trawling, skimming, or butterflying on White Lake in Cameron and Vermilion parishes andGrand Lake in Cameron Parish from official sunset to official sunrise is hereby prohibited.B.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Acts 1986, No. 748, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 2007, No. 296, §1.§410.1.  Paratrawling prohibited in canals; penalty No person shall paratrawl in any canal which is part of the waters of the state.  Violation of thisSection constitutes a class three violation.  Acts 1988, No. 574, §1.  §410.2.  Use of trammel nets, gill nets, and strike nets in Calcasieu Lake in Cameron ParishprohibitedA.  No person shall set or use any trammel net, gill net, or strike net for the taking of fish in thatportion of Calcasieu Lake located in Cameron Parish including that portion of the Calcasieu ShipChannel which actually adjoins Calcasieu Lake, West and East Pass of Calcasieu River, and Turner'sBay during the hours after the official sunset on Friday and before the official sunset on Sunday ofeach week during the period from May first through September thirtieth of each year.B.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Acts 1990, No. 509, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1995, No. 583, §1.§410.3.  Sabine Lake; taking of crabs; seasons; gear; penalties A.  The commission shall establish rules regarding the times and days for the recreational andcommercial taking of crabs in Sabine Lake during the inland shrimp season and may also designatethe places in the lake in which crab traps or other legal gear for the taking of crabs may be used.  B.  Violation of any rule or regulation adopted and promulgated by the commission inaccordance with the provisions of Subsection A of this Section constitutes a class three violation.Acts 1993, No. 285, §1.  §410.4.  Caddo Lake; yo-yos or trigger devices; limit; marking required; leaving devicesunattended prohibited; exception; penaltyA.  No resident shall have set in the water for the taking of recreational or commercial fish inCaddo Lake more than twenty-four yo-yos or other trigger devices.  Each yo-yo or other triggerdevice shall be clearly marked with the name and address of the user.B.  No resident shall leave a yo-yo or trigger device unattended in Caddo Lake while it is set inthe water for taking fish, except from one-half hour after official sunset to two hours after officialsunrise.  A yo-yo or trigger device shall be deemed unattended when the user cannot be immediatelylocated foridentification therewith without leaving the location of the yo-yo or trigger device.C.  No person who is a nonresident shall set in the water, use, or leave a yo-yo or trigger deviceat any time in Caddo Lake.D.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class three violation.Acts 1993, No. 776, §1; Acts 1995, No. 118, §1.§410.5.  Chicot Lake; yo-yo devices; use; regulation; penalty A.  Fishing with the use of yo-yos or trigger devices shall be permitted on Chicot Lake fromNovember first through March first of each year under the following conditions: 
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(1)  Not more than twenty-four yo-yos shall be allowed per boat.  (2)  Each yo-yo must be tagged with the name of the responsible party, the registration numberof the boat, and the date and the time the yo-yo was set.  (3)  All yo-yos must be attended and retagged at least every forty-eight hours.  B.  A violation of any of the provisions of this Section shall be a class one violation.  Acts 1993, No. 508, §1.  §410.6.  Calcasieu Lake in Calcasieu Parish; use of trammel nets, gill nets, strike nets, andseinesA.  No person shall set or use any trammel net, gill net, strike net, or seine for the taking of fishin that portion of Calcasieu Lake which is situated in Calcasieu Parish.B.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Acts 1995, No. 583, §1.§410.7.  Black Lake, Clear Lake, and Prairie Lake; marking of nets required; permitted andprohibited fishing gear; penaltiesA.  No person shall set or use any net for the taking of recreational or commercial fish in BlackLake, Clear Lake, or Prairie Lake unless it has been marked with a waterproof tag with the name andaddress of the fisherman and his fishing license number.  Violation of this provision shall bepunishable by a twenty-five dollar fine payable to the Northwest Game and Fish PreserveCommission.B.  No person shall use a gill net or trammel net or leaded gill net which has less than a minimumof three and one-half inch bar and seven inches stretch.  Violation of this provision shall bepunishable by a twenty-five dollar fine payable to the Northwest Game and Fish PreserveCommission.C.  Any time between two hours after official sunrise and one-half hour after official sunset, noperson shall leave a yo-yo or trigger device unattended while the device is set with a hook in thewater.  The device shall be considered unattended if the user cannot be located and identified withinthe immediate vicinity of the device.  However, yo-yo or trigger devices may be unattended fromone-half hour after official sunset until two hours after official sunrise.  Violation of this provisionshall be punishable by a twenty-five dollar fine payable to the Northwest Game and Fish PreserveCommission.Acts 1995, No. 550, §1; Acts 2003, No. 1227, §1.§410.8.  Lake D'Arbonne; trotlines; use; regulationA.  All trotlines must be marked, tagged, and dated with the owner or user's name, address,phone number, and the date of placement.  The trotline must be marked on each end with a floatingobject that is readily visible.B.  No person shall set more than three trotlines with a maximum of fifty hooks per trotline.C.  All trotlines must be removed from Lake D'Arbonne when not in use.D.  All trotlines must have an eight foot cotton leader on each end of the trotline to insure thatif the trotline is left unattended, the cotton leader will deteriorate and the line will sink.E.  All trotlines must be attended daily while in service.
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F.  A violation of any of the provisions of this Section shall be a class one violation.Additionally, any trotline found in violation of this Section shall be immediately seized and forfeitedto the department.Acts 2003, No. 503, §1.§410.9.  Lake D'Arbonne; yo-yos, trigger devices; use, regulation; penaltyA.  The use of yo-yos or trigger devices on Lake D'Arbonne shall be governed by the followingterms:(1)  No more than fifty yo-yos or trigger devices shall be allowed per person.(2)  Each yo-yo or trigger device shall be clearly tagged with the name, address, and telephonenumber of the owner or user.(3)  When used, each yo-yo or trigger device shall be checked at least once every twenty-fourhours, and all fish, and any other animal caught or hooked, shall be immediately removed from thedevice.(4)  Each yo-yo or trigger device must be rebaited at least once every twenty-four hours.(5)  When not being used in accordance with R.S. 56:410.8(A)(3), each yo-yo or trigger deviceshall be removed immediately from Lake D'Arbonne.(6)  No yo-yo or trigger device shall be attached to any metallic object.B.  A violation of any of the provisions of this Section shall be a class one violation.Additionally, any yo-yo or trigger device found in violation of this Section shall be immediatelyseized and forfeited to the department.Acts 2003, No. 504, §1.§410.10.  Use of certain fishing gear on Poverty Point Reservoir; prohibitionA.  No person shall possess, set, or use any recreational hoop nets, recreational wire nets, yo-yos,trotlines, or slat traps in Poverty Point Reservoir.B.  Violation of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Acts 2005, No. 95, §1.§410.11.  Lake Saint Joseph; yo-yos, trigger devices; use, regulation; penaltyA.  Fishing with the use of yo-yos or trigger devices shall be permitted on Lake Saint Josephfrom December first through March fifteenth of each year under the following conditions:(1)  Not more than twenty-four yo-yos or trigger devices shall be allowed per boat.(2)  Each yo-yo or trigger device shall be tagged with the name of the owner and the owner'stelephone number.(3)  Yo-yos or trigger devices shall be attached only to a tree or pier.  No materials shall benailed to a tree, and no line shall be attached from tree to tree for the purpose of attaching a yo-yoor trigger device.B.  A violation of any of the provisions of this Section shall be a class one violation.Additionally, any yo-yo or trigger device found in violation of this Section shall be immediatelyseized and forfeited to the department.Acts 2010, No. 672, §1.
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SUBPART C.  DOMESTIC FISH FARMING§411.  Legislative findings and purposeA.  The legislature hereby recognizes that the production of aquatic organisms in privatefacilities in Louisiana significantly contributes to the vitality of Louisiana's economy.  Additionally,as stated in R.S. 56:360.2 and 360.3, the legislature also recognizes that the introduction of nonnativeaquatic organisms for the purpose of aquaculture may pose a real threat to Louisiana's native speciesand their environments.  The purpose of this Subpart is to grant the department the authority tomaintain a list of approved domesticated aquatic organisms for aquaculture and the regulatoryframework for the orderly development of an aquaculture industry in the state of Louisiana,including the manner of possession, propagation, culture, management, transport, or marketing ofdomestic aquatic organisms and the methods for consideration of approval of new species foraquaculture.  The list of approved domesticated aquatic organisms and the methods for considerationof approval of a new species for aquaculture shall be promulgated under the AdministrativeProcedure Act.B.  For the purposes of this Subpart the following definitions shall apply:(1)  "Aquaculture" means any activity associated with the production of fish in privately ownedwaters or ponds as defined in R.S. 56:8(103) and (104).(2)  "Aquatic livestock" means native, freshwater fish but does not include any freshwater gamefish as defined in R.S. 56:8, any fish which is a threatened or endangered species as defined in R.S.56:1902, or any saltwater species of fish.(3)  "Domesticated aquatic organism" shall specifically include all domesticated fish as definedin R.S. 56:8, and any aquaculturally raised fish, except aquatic livestock.Added by Acts 1964, No. 248, §1; Amended by Acts 1974, No. 223, §3; Acts 1988, No. 778, §1; Acts 1997,No. 1237, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1022, §1; Acts 2008, No. 23, §1, eff. July 1, 2008, and §2, eff. Jan. 1, 2009; Acts2010, No. 743, §2B, eff. July 1, 2010.NOTE:  See Acts 1997, No. 1237, §2, for exception of Atchafalaya Basin.§412.  Issuance and renewal of domesticated aquatic organism licenseA.(1)  Every person desiring to engage in aquaculture shall first make application in  writing tothe department requesting a domesticated aquatic organism license.(2)  A domesticated aquatic organism license shall be valid for one year, beginning January firstof each calendar year and expiring December thirty-first of the same calendar year.  The license maybe purchased at any time of the year for the current license year and after November fourteenth forthe immediately following license year.  The cost of a domesticated aquatic organism license isfifteen dollars for residents and four hundred dollars for nonresidents.  A renewal notice shall bemailed to each licensee by the department prior to the license expiration dates explaining the renewalprocedures.(3)  The domesticated aquatic organism license shall authorize the bearer to transportdomesticated aquatic organisms over the highways of this state.  The licensee is responsible for allactivities that take place under the authority of that license.(4)  Persons engaged in the business of aquaculture under this Subpart are excepted from theprovisions of R.S. 56:306, and shall, by virtue of their license, be entitled to sell domesticatedaquatic organisms in any size, quantity, or limit without restriction within the state or outside of thestate.  Creel limits shall not apply to shipments or transport of domesticated aquatic organisms underthe provisions of this Subpart.(5)  No person engaged in the business of aquaculture nor any other person may use publicbodies of water to propagate, raise, feed, or grow any species of fish.  The use of cages, pens, and
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fenced-off portions of such water bodies for propagating, raising, or growing any species of fish isprohibited.(6)  Species of rock bass, white bass, yellow bass, crappie, and bream fingerlings not exceedinga maximum total length of three inches; spotted bass and striped bass fingerlings not exceeding amaximum total length of ten inches; and largemouth bass of any size may be brought into the stateby and from legal and certified out-of-state commercial fish hatcheries for sale to persons forstocking ponds and approved public waters located in Louisiana and may be sold by permittedresidents in accordance with the provisions of this Subsection.  Creel limits shall not apply toshipments of such game fish fingerlings.(7)  The department shall have the authority to cancel sales or to confiscate and destroyshipments of fish fingerlings that are determined by department personnel to have fish diseases orparasites that would endanger native fish populations.(8)  The department may issue permits to residents to authorize the raising of all types of bass,crappie, and bream in the state as specified in this Subpart for the purpose of selling to consumersin this state for stocking of private ponds and lakes and approved public waters and for the purposeof selling to consumers in other states.  The manner of raising, harvesting, and selling these gamefish shall be governed by administrative rules and regulations promulgated by the commission.(9)  With the exception of game fish, the provisions of this Section shall not apply to researchor other projects being conducted by the Louisiana State University Agricultural Center or by otherschools or programs specifically authorized by the Board of Regents with the concurrence of thedepartment, including but not limited to the sale or distribution of the research by-products, such aseggs, fingerlings, and fish, and other products grown under aquacultural conditions.B.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class three violation.Added by Acts 1964, No. 245, §1; Amended by Acts 1966, No. 242, §1; Acts 1970, No. 77, §1; Acts 1974,No. 223, §3; Acts 1984, No. 230, §1, eff. June 29, 1984; Acts 1986, No. 1008, §1; Acts 1987, No. 92, §2; Acts1987, No. 534, §2; Acts 1987, No. 851, §2; Acts 1988, No. 778, §1; Acts 1990, No. 251, §1; Acts 1992, No.528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1997, No. 1237, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1022, §1; Acts 2008, No. 23, §1, eff. July1, 2008.NOTE:  See Acts 1997, No. 1237, §2, for exception of Atchafalaya Basin.§413.  Harvest and sale of domesticated aquatic organismsHarvest and sale of domesticated aquatic organisms produced in private artificial reservoirs orenclosures located on privately owned property may be carried out at the time desired by the growerand with seines or tackle selected by the owner.  Persons engaged in aquaculture, as defined in thisSubpart, shall be entitled to transport, without restriction, on the public roads and highways of thisstate any and all equipment, except any electric fish shocking devices, necessary for the harvest ofdomesticated aquatic organisms produced in privately owned waters.Added by Acts 1964, No. 245, §1.  Amended by Acts 1966, No. 242, §1; Acts 1974, No. 223, §3; Acts 1997,No. 1237, §1; Acts 2008, No. 23, §1, eff. July 1, 2008.NOTE:  See Acts 1997, No. 1237, §2, for exception of Atchafalaya Basin.§414.  Penalties Except as otherwise provided herein, violation of any provision of this Subpart constitutes aclass two violation.  Added by Acts 1964, No. 245, §1.  Amended by Acts 1966, No. 242, §1; Acts 1974, No. 223, §3; Acts 1981,No. 837, §3; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992.  
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§415.  Exemption; aquatic livestock farmersA.  The provisions of this Subpart shall not apply to the production and harvesting of aquaticlivestock in private ponds, or to the transporting of aquatic livestock from a private pond to the firstpoint of sale, or to the sale to the first purchaser of aquatic livestock which are produced andharvested in private ponds.B.  The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shallnot have jurisdiction over any activities or transactions exempted by this Section.  The Departmentof Agriculture and Forestry shall have jurisdiction over activities exempted by this Section.Acts 1987, No. 92, §1; Acts 1987, No. 534, §1; Acts 1987, No. 851, §1; Acts 1995, No. 543, §2; Acts 2010,No. 743, §2B, eff. July 1, 2010.
SUBPART D.  OYSTERS AND OYSTER INDUSTRIES§421.  Oyster Task ForceA.  There is hereby established the Oyster Task Force to study and monitor the molluscanindustry and to make recommendations for the maximization of benefit from that industry for thestate of Louisiana and its citizens.B.  The task force shall be composed as follows:(1)  The governor's executive assistant for coastal activities or his designee.(2)  Two members appointed by the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(3)  One member appointed by the secretary of the Department of Natural Resources.(4)  One member appointed by the secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals.(5)  Four members appointed by the Louisiana Oyster Dealers and Growers Association.  Onemember appointed under the provisions of this Paragraph shall be from Lafourche Parish and onemember shall be from Jefferson Parish.(6)  Two members appointed by the Plaquemines Oyster Association.(7)  One member appointed by the Terrebonne Oyster Association.(8)  One member appointed by the Calcasieu Lake Oyster Task Force.(9)  One member appointed by the Southwest Pass Oyster Leaseholder Association.(10)  Two members appointed by the United Commercial Fisherman's Association.(11)  One member appointed by the Delta Commercial Fisherman's organization.(12)  One member who has voting authority and is an oyster grower appointed by the presidentof the Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation.(13)  One member appointed by the executive director of the Office of Coastal Protection andRestoration.(14)  One member appointed by the Louisiana Oystermen Association.C.  The members appointed under the provisions of Paragraphs (B)(1) through (4) and (13) ofthis Section shall be nonvoting members.  However, they shall be considered members of the taskforce for determination of the number of members necessary for a quorum and for establishing thepresence of a quorum.
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D.  The task force shall adopt bylaws under which it shall operate, and seven members of thetask force shall constitute a quorum sufficient to conduct meetings and business of the task force.The task force shall elect a chairman from its membership and may seek and receive assistance fromuniversities within the state in the development of methods to increase production and marketabilityof molluscan shellfish.  The members of the task force shall serve without compensation; however,the task force may receive the same reimbursement of travel expenses for attending the meetings asis allowed for other state employees' travel.E.  The task force is hereby charged with responsibility to do the following:(1)  Monitor the water quality and management requirements of the state's molluscan shellfishpropagating areas.(2)  Coordinate efforts to increase oyster production and salability.(3)  Study the decline in molluscan shellfish salability, the degradation of water quality whichcould adversely affect consumer health, and the reasons for such declines and degradations, andmake recommendations to resolve such problems.(4)  Make recommendations with respect to issues pertaining to the oyster industry and oysterproduction to the various state agencies charged with responsibility for differing elements of theoyster industry in this state, including the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, the Department ofNatural Resources, and the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration, the Department of Healthand Hospitals, the governor's executive assistant for coastal activities, and the legislature.F.  The activities of the Oyster Task Force shall be funded through the Oyster DevelopmentAccount of the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Fund as provided in R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(a).Acts 1999, No. 439, §2; Acts 2003, No. 278, §1; Acts 2008, No. 103, §1; Acts 2009, No. 523, §4, eff. July10, 2009; Acts 2010, No. 264, §1.§422.  Regulation of industry; residence of persons engaging in; employment of labor andvessels A.  Any bona fide resident of this state, any firm or association composed of citizens or residentsof this state, or any corporation domiciled in or organized under the laws of this state, having afactory or shucking plant or places of business located within this state, may catch and take, can,pack, shuck, or deal in or transport oysters from the waters of this state, and may lease beddinggrounds for the cultivation and propagation of oysters for any of those purposes within any waterswithin the territorial jurisdiction of the state, upon the terms and conditions and subject to therestrictions and regulations herein set forth, or under the authority which may be imposed by thecommission.B.  Except as otherwise provided in this Subpart no person not a resident of or domiciled in thisstate shall catch, take, can, pack, shuck, or deal in, within this state, any oysters taken from thewaters of this state, or lease any bedding grounds for the cultivation and propagation of oysters forany of the above purposes.C.  Any person properly licensed to operate in the oyster industry in this state may employ suchlabor, resident or nonresident, as required, and may employ such vessels and their crews, residentor nonresident, as required, upon the vessels being properly licensed.  This right to employnonresident labor or nonresident vessels is confined to the operation of any licensees as carried onwithin the state.D.  Whoever violates any of the provisions of this Section has committed a Class Two violationand shall be punished as provided for in Part II.E.  The commission may promulgate rules and regulations, including emergency rules, under theprovisions of the Administrative Procedure Act to provide for the operation of oyster cargo vessels.
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The rules shall require that each person in charge of an oyster cargo vessel shall purchase an oystercargo vessel permit.  The permit shall be issued at a cost of two hundred fifty dollars per year forresidents and one thousand one hundred five dollars per year for nonresidents.  The rules andregulations also may include but shall not be limited to provisions to provide for the following:(1)  Commercial oyster fishermen transferring oysters on the water to a cargo vessel.(2)  Compliance with refrigeration requirements and record requirements.(3)  Requiring the use of a vessel-monitoring system.(4)  Allowing for adequate enforcement.(5)  A violation of any rule or regulation adopted under the provisions of this Subsection shallbe a Class Four violation.(6)  Funds received from issuance of the oyster cargo vessel permits being used for enforcementof the oyster laws and rules and regulations.(7)  All other provisions necessary for the implementation of this Subsection.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 2008, No. 321, §1, eff. June 17, 2008.§423.  Property rights, larceny or other public offense concerning; leases heritable andtransferable; adjudication of claimsA.  A lessee shall enjoy the exclusive use of the water bottoms leased and of all oysters andcultch grown or placed thereon, subject to the restrictions and regulations of this Subpart and PartII of Chapter 2 of Title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.  This exclusive use of waterbottoms is subordinate to the rights or responsibilities of the state, any political subdivision of thestate, the United States, or any agency or agent thereof, to take any action in furtherance of coastalprotection, conservation, or restoration.  For purposes of this Subpart, "coastal protection,conservation, or restoration" means any project, plan, act, or activity for the protection, conservation,restoration, enhancement, creation, preservation, nourishment, maintenance, or management of thecoast, coastal resources, coastal wetlands, and barrier shorelines or islands, including but not limitedto projects authorized under any comprehensive coastal protection master plan or annual coastalprotection plan issued pursuant to Part II of Chapter 2 of Title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutesof 1950.B.(1)  A lessee of oyster beds or grounds who has obtained, recorded, and marked his lease incompliance with the law shall have the right to maintain an action for damages against any person,partnership, corporation, or other entity causing wrongful or negligent injury or damage to the bedsor grounds under lease to such lessee.  However, no lessee shall have any right to maintain anyaction against the state, any political subdivision of the state, the United States, or any agency, agent,contractor, or employee thereof for any claim arising from any project, plan, act, or activity inrelation to coastal protection, conservation, or restoration, except as provided in R.S. 56:427.1.(2)  No person shall trawl or seine or use skimmer nets over any area of privately leased beddinggrounds or oyster propagating place in the year immediately following the seeding of such areawhich is staked off, marked, or posted as required by law or regulation.  Any person who knowinglytrawls or uses skimmer nets upon such marked areas shall be liable for damages caused to the lessee.A violation of this Paragraph shall be a class three violation.(3)  Any action for damages under this Section shall be brought within one year of theoccurrence of the wrongful or negligent act, or within one year of the date of discovery of such act,whichever last occurs.C.  In case of infringement of the interest in the taker or possessor, the taker or possessor may,in his own name, maintain his proper action against the wrongdoer.  In case of larceny or other
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public offense concerning such oysters while in the hands of a lawful taker or possessor, or uponbedding grounds held by a lawful lessee, the ownership thereof shall be averred in the lessee, taker,possessor, when by law it is necessary to aver ownership.D.  No claim to any water bottoms suitable for oyster culture by any person shall be valid untiladjudicated upon by a court of competent jurisdiction in a suit between the state and the claimant.The claimant by virtue hereof may institute suit against the state in any court of competentjurisdiction for the legal determination of the validity of his claims, without the necessity of a speciallegislative act authorizing suit.  The effect of the judgment is limited to an adjudication of thequestion of title.E.  All leases, all applications of deceased persons for leases, and all property rights or interestsacquired pursuant to such leases, made in conformity with the provisions of this Subpart are heritableand transferable.  They are subject to mortgage, pledge or hypothecation, and to seizure and sale fordebt, as any other property rights and credits in this state.  This provision also applies to allbuildings, betterments, and improvements thereon.  No such inheritance or transfer is valid or of anyforce or effect whatsoever unless evidenced by an authentic act, judgment, or proper judicial deedregistered in the office of the department in a book provided for that purpose.  The department shallkeep proper indexes, so that all original leases and all subsequent changes and transfers can be easilyand accurately ascertained.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1990, No. 858, §1; Acts 1990, No. 889, §1, eff. July 25, 1990; Acts 1991, No.788, §1; Acts 1992, No. 845, §1; Acts 1995, No. 234, §1; Acts 2006, No. 425, §1, eff. June 15, 2006.NOTE:  See Acts 1992, No. 845, §2.§424.  Taking of oystersA.(1)  No person shall take oysters from any of the waters of the state or have such oysters inpossession except in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the commission.  For thepurpose of this Subpart, all oysters in possession of any person in the state shall be deemed to beoysters taken from the waters of the state.  Except as otherwise provided herein, the taking of oystersis prohibited in the water bottoms of the state of Louisiana.(2)  No person, except a Louisiana resident sixteen years of age or under, and except the spouseof a vessel's owner while on that vessel, shall harvest oysters unless he possesses a valid oysterharvesting license.B.  An oyster lessee may work on his private oyster lease, or he may designate an agent toharvest oysters on his lease with written permission, which shall be carried on the boat and subjectto inspection.  Such written permission shall specify a starting date and a termination date duringwhich period the written permission will be valid.C.  Recreational oyster fishermen may harvest oysters in leased areas with the written permissionfrom the lease holder, in personal leased areas, and in areas open to the public for the harvesting ofoysters, but shall be limited to two sacks per person per day.D.  Except as otherwise provided herein, violation of any of the provisions of this Sectionconstitutes a class four violation.  Any person, common carrier, or any agent or officer thereof, whoviolates any of the provisions of this Section shall at the time of arrest surrender all permits orlicenses held by the vessel.  The captain, person, agent, officer, crew, or members thereof by whomor under whose direction the vessel was used in the illegal taking of oysters may be charged with aviolation and may be ordered to pay all costs of prosecution.E.(1)  No person shall harvest, possess, sell, barter, trade, purchase, or exchange or attempt tosell, barter, trade, or exchange oysters in the state of Louisiana or in interstate commerce unless suchoysters are taken from areas approved by the state health officer in accordance with R.S. 40:5.3.Unless otherwise permitted by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, when any vessel is foundto be harvesting within an unapproved or closed area, all oysters on board the vessel shall be deemed



R.S. 56:424

Wildlife and Fisheries House of Representatives Database – 183October, 2010

to have been taken from unapproved or closed waters and shall be deemed to constitute a hazard tothe safety, health, and welfare of the citizens of the state.  In addition, no oysters taken from sourcesoutside of Louisiana shall be sold in Louisiana, unless taken from areas approved by the stateauthorities having jurisdiction, and unless secured from oyster dealers whose state certifications havebeen endorsed by the United States Food and Drug Administration Public Health Services forinterstate shipment.  All oysters found in violation of this Paragraph shall be seized and orderedreturned to the water. Any violation of this Paragraph shall constitute a class four violation underthe provisions of R.S. 56:34.(2)  In addition to all other penalties provided hereunder, whoever violates this Subsection shallhave oyster harvester's license or licenses under which the violation occurred revoked for the periodfor which it or they were issued.  For the first offense, the license or licenses shall not be reinstatedfor one year thereafter.  For the second and subsequent offenses, the license or licenses shall not bereinstated for three years thereafter.F.(1)  The act of culling oysters, which is the act of discarding undersized oysters or dead shell,shall be performed only on the open state designated public grounds or leases on which thefisherman is authorized to take oysters.  At no time will the act of culling oysters be permitted inareas closed to harvesting oysters.(2)  Provisions of Paragraph (1) herein notwithstanding, the secretary may grant permits forculling and oyster harvesting to those individuals involved in molluscan depuration operations andcontainer relaying operations on a case-by-case basis, provided that the individuals conducting suchoperations have fully complied with the rules and regulations of the office of public health and havebeen issued a permit by that office to conduct such operations.(3)  Violation of any of the provisions of this Subsection constitutes a class three violation.G.(1)  Except as otherwise provided in this Subpart, all oysters taken from the reefs of this stateeither for sale or consumption shall be landed in Louisiana, properly sacked or containerized andtagged in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 56:449, and the severance tax levied in R.S. 56:446paid thereon; however, a lessee legally harvesting oysters which have been properly tagged from hisown lease may land those oysters outside the state under a permit issued pursuant to rules andregulations promulgated by the department.  Any fees proposed in said rules shall not exceed onehundred dollars.(2)  Any person who obtains a permit to land oysters outside the state under the provisions ofthis Subsection shall be required to install and use a vessel monitoring system on each vessel thatwill be used to transport oysters taken in Louisiana waters to another state for landing.  Access tothe monitoring system shall be granted to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. The departmentshall promulgate rules and regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this Paragraph.H.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, employees or assigns of the Office of CoastalProtection and Restoration may survey or remove, as a sample, oysters from an oyster lease on statewater bottoms in order to make determinations in matters of integrated coastal protection.  In orderto make such surveys or take such samples, the employees or assigns of the Office of CoastalProtection and Restoration shall first notify the leaseholder in writing of the date and time of thesurvey or sample at least fifteen days prior to the survey or sampling date.  This notification shallbe sent by certified mail to the leaseholder at the address on file with the Department of Wildlife andFisheries.  The leaseholder may accompany the person conducting the survey or taking the sampleduring the survey or sampling or may authorize another person to accompany the person conductingthe survey or taking the sample.  Such surveys shall be conducted in the manner provided inprocedures promulgated by the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration after consideration ofrecommendations by the Louisiana Oyster Task Force.I.  The state of Louisiana, political subdivisions of the state, the United States, and any agency,agent, contractor, or employee of any of these entities, shall not be subject to any obligation,responsibility, or liability in relation to or resulting from any surveying or sampling of any oysterlease, information provided to any lessee in relation to any surveying or sampling of any oyster lease,
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the timing of any acquisition of any part of any lease by the state pursuant to R.S. 56:432.1, the lackof acquisition of any part of any lease except as provided in R.S. 56:432.1, or any report pursuantto R.S. 56:432.2 or otherwise.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1985, No. 656, §1; Acts 1985, No. 875, §1, eff. July 23, 1985; Acts 1987, No.924, §1; Acts 1988, No. 1, §3, eff. May 12, 1988; Acts 1989, No. 84, §1, eff. June 16, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 238,§1, eff. June 26, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 516, §1; Acts 1990, No. 874, §1; Acts 1991, No. 484, §1; Acts 1991, No.564, §1; Acts 1992, No. 51, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1993, No. 68, §1; Acts 1995,No. 189, §1; Acts 1995, No. 234, §1; Acts 2001, No. 152, §1; Acts 2003, No. 451, §1; Acts 2004, No. 211, §1;Acts 2004, No. 221, §1; Acts 2006, No. 425, §1, eff. June 15, 2006; Acts 2007, No. 310, §1; Acts 2009, No.523, §4, eff. July 10, 2009.§424.1.  Illegal taking of oysters; penaltiesA.  In addition to the penalties contained in R.S. 56:424, 431, 433, or 433.1, for any personconvicted of a first offense for any violation of the provisions of R.S. 56:424, 431, 433, or 433.1, thecourt may order the offender, for one year after the date of such conviction, to harvest oysters onlyfrom a vessel that employs a vessel monitoring system.  For any person convicted of a secondoffense of the provisions of R.S. 56:424, 431, 433, or 433.1, the court shall require the offender, forthree years after the date of such conviction, to harvest oysters only from a vessel that employs avessel monitoring system.  For any person convicted of a third or subsequent offense, the court shallrequire the offender, for ten years after the date of such conviction, to harvest only from a vessel thatemploys a vessel monitoring system.B.  Whenever a person is required to employ a vessel monitoring system, access to themonitoring system shall be granted to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  Each personrequired to employ such monitoring system under the provisions of this Section shall notify thedepartment on which vessel he will be harvesting oysters.  Any person required to be on board avessel with an approved vessel monitoring system when harvesting oysters shall comply with allrules and regulations adopted by the department to ensure compliance with vessel monitoring systemrequirements.  The cost of a vessel monitoring system shall be the responsibility of the personrequired to be on such vessel.  The department shall determine which vessel monitoring systems areapproved for use under the provisions of this Section.C.  Any person required to be on board a vessel with an approved vessel monitoring system whois found harvesting oysters from a vessel not equipped with such vessel monitoring system shall havehis harvester's license suspended for the remainder of the license year in which he was convicted ofviolation of the vessel monitoring system requirement, and he shall not be eligible for a harvester'slicense for the following year.D. The department shall adopt rules and regulations in accordance with the AdministrativeProcedure Act to implement the provisions of this Section.Acts 2007, No. 310, §1; Acts 2009, No. 376, §1.§425.  Lease of water bottoms; stipulations; boundary disputesA.  The secretary may lease to any resident, any firm composed of residents, or any corporationdomiciled in or organized under the laws of this state any state-owned water bottoms and naturalreefs in the water bottoms of this state under the limitations stipulated or authorized in this Subpart.No lease shall be granted until a reasonable investigation into the question of ownership is completeand, based on the findings, a determination is made that the state owns the water bottoms to beleased.  Any lease for the taking of oysters granted by the secretary prior to June 15, 2006 whichaffects privately owned water bottoms shall be subordinate to the rights of the private landowner orrecorded land title owner effective on that date.
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B.  All leases and renewals of leases made under the provisions of this Subpart shall stipulateas a matter of contract that the lessee will operate both under the laws of this state and the rules andregulations of the department.C.  The secretary may make such stipulations in the leases made by him as he deems necessaryand proper to develop the industry; however, these stipulations must be consistent with theprovisions of this Subpart.  The secretary may also make such stipulations as he deems necessaryand proper in relation to coastal protection, conservation, or restoration.D.  The department may fully settle all disputes as to boundaries between lessees of beddinggrounds, subject to appeal to any court of competent jurisdiction.E.  No lease shall be granted for any water bottom for which any lease was previously acquiredby the state for integrated coastal protection, unless the executive director of the Office of CoastalProtection and Restoration determines that leasing would otherwise be appropriate under theprovisions of this Subpart and the executive director of the Office of Coastal Protection andRestoration affirms that the water bottom is not necessary for  integrated coastal protection.  Unlessthis determination has been made prior to issuance of the lease, a lease of water bottom for whicha lease was previously acquired shall be null and void for such water bottom and shall be of no forceor effect.  No person shall have any claim against the state of Louisiana, its political subdivisions,the United States, or any agency, agent, contractor, or employee thereof or any other person inrelation to the nullity of such lease.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1987, No. 458, §1; Acts 1987, No. 809, §1; Acts 2006, No. 425, §1, eff. June15, 2006; Acts 2009, No. 523, §4, eff. July 10, 2009.§426.  Filing and recordation of water bottoms leasesA.  Leases shall be executed in duplicate and a copy of the plan of survey annexed thereto.  Oneduplicate shall be delivered to the lessee and the other retained by the department and registered ina lease book for that purpose.B.  All persons to whom water bottoms leases are granted shall, within thirty days following thegranting thereof, record an executed copy of such lease or leases, together with a plat or map ofsurvey indicating the area affected, in the conveyance records of the parish or parishes of the stateof Louisiana in which the area is located.  Within twenty days from such recordation, certified copiesof the plat or map of survey shall be filed with the department.  Transfers of leases from one personto another shall be likewise recorded and filed.C.  If a lease is not recorded and filed within the time periods provided above, no third partyshall be bound or affected by the provision of that lease, until such time as it is properly recordedand filed.  There shall be no claim against the state of Louisiana for the disregard of the provisionsof any lease not properly recorded and filed in accordance with foregoing, nor shall there by anyclaim against the department, the register of the state land office, or the State Mineral and EnergyBoard, for the disregard of the provisions of any lease which has not been properly filed with therespective agency involved.D.  All leases of water bottoms for oyster culture previously granted and not filed and recordedas provided for in this Subpart, and all such leases hereafter granted, and not recorded as providedherein, shall be subordinate to the rights of the state of Louisiana, its agencies and lessees, withrespect to the granting of mineral and shell leases and the exercise of rights thereunder.  The renewalor extension of the term of an existing oyster lease shall not be deemed a new lease, but a renewalor extension shall be recorded no later than six months after the expiration of the term of theprevious lease.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 2009, No. 196, §9, eff. July 1, 2009; Acts 2010, No. 267, §1.
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§427.  Initial application for leaseA.  Any person who qualifies under this Subpart and who desires to lease a part of the bottomor bed of any of the waters of this state as provided in this Subpart shall present to the secretary awritten application, and pay an application fee set by the commission.  This application shall containthe name and address of the applicant and a reasonably definite description of the location andamount of land covered by water desired by the applicant.  The applicant shall ask that theapplication be registered and that the water bottom described be leased to the applicant under theprovisions of this Subpart.  The department shall then register the application, shall order anexamination to determine whether the water bottoms applied for are leasable, and shall determinethe basis upon which the rental of the lease shall be fixed.  If the area is found to be leasable, theapplicant shall submit to the department a survey of the area for which the application wassubmitted.  Such survey shall have been conducted in accordance with the standards required by thedepartment.  The application shall remain in effect and valid until such time as the survey iscomplete.  If the application is favorably acted upon, the secretary may, at his option, execute a leasefor the water bottoms to the applicant as soon as the survey has been made, and the plan or mapthereof has been filed with the department.B.  When applications are made by two or more persons for the same water bottoms, theapplicant or the heirs or transferors of a deceased applicant who files the first application has priorclaim.  The department shall not accept any survey plan for any lease that exceeds by ten percent theacreage described in the initial application for the particular lease from the date of adoption of thisSubsection, except that the department may accept any lease application, even where the survey planexceeds by ten percent the acreage described in the initial application, if the lease would not overlapor impact surrounding leases or pending lease applications.C.  The department shall require that the bottoms of water areas to be leased be as compact aspossible, taking into consideration such factors as the shape of the body of water, and the conditionof the bottom as to hardness or softness which would render it desirable or undesirable for thepurpose of oyster cultivation.D.  The provisions of this Section shall apply only to the initial application for an oyster lease,and not to the renewal of a lease.E.  No application for a new lease shall be submitted nor accepted for more than one thousandacres.Acts 1981, No. 752, §1; Acts 1981, No. 925, §1.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 315, §1; Acts 1990, No. 889,§1, eff. July 25, 1990; Acts 1997, No. 1048, §1; Acts 2003, No. 449, §1; Acts 2010, No. 392, §1.§427.1.  State, political subdivisions of the state, and the United States held harmless in coastalrestorationA.  Except as provided in Subsection C of this Section, the state of Louisiana, politicalsubdivisions of the state, the United States, and any agency, agent, contractor, or employee thereofshall be held free and harmless from any claims arising under any oyster lease, renewal, or extensiongranted to any individual or other entity for any purpose from diversions of fresh water or sediment,dredging or direct placement of dredged or other materials, or any other actions taken for the purposeof coastal protection, conservation, or restoration.B.  All oyster leases, renewals, or extensions granted to any individual or other entity shallinclude language which shall hold harmless from all claims provided for in Subsection A of thisSection the state, political subdivisions of the state, the United States, and any agency, agent,contractor, or employee thereof.C.(1)  A leaseholder whose oyster lease is acquired in whole or in part by the Office of CoastalProtection and Restoration pursuant to R.S. 56:432.1 for dredging, direct placement of dredged or
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other materials, or other work or activities necessary for the construction or maintenance of a projectfor integrated coastal protection may seek compensation from the Office of Coastal Protection andRestoration pursuant to that Section.(2)  A leaseholder may seek acquisition and compensation from the Office of Coastal Protectionand Restoration pursuant to R.S. 56:432.1 for any portion of an oyster lease that is not acquired bythe Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration and upon which dredging, direct placement ofdredged or other materials, or other work or activities necessary for the construction or maintenanceof a project for integrated coastal protection has occurred.Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 107, §1; Acts 2006, No. 425, §1, eff. June 15, 2006; Acts 2009, No. 523, §4,eff. July 10, 2009.§428.  Commencement and duration of lease; renewal; fixing of rental ratesA.  All leases made under the provisions of this Subpart shall begin on the day the lease is signedand continue for a period of fifteen years.  The owners of expiring leases have first right of renewalof their leases.  However, this right to renewal shall be subject to the provisions of this Subpart.Leases carry the first right of renewal for successive periods of fifteen years each, provided the leaseis capable of supporting oyster populations.  Renewals shall be executed by the secretary and shallbe made subject to both the provisions of this Subpart and to the rules and regulations establishedby the department.B.  The secretary has sixty days from the date of expiration of a lease to execute a renewal lease.If a renewal lease is not executed within this sixty-day period, the lease is automatically renewed.In either situation, the fifteen-year period of the renewal lease shall begin on the first day followingthe expiration date of the prior lease, and the renewal lease shall be assigned the same number usedfor the prior lease with the addition of a designation to indicate which year the lease was renewed.If a leaseholder wishes to change the configuration of his lease in accordance with the department'srules governing leased areas, a resurvey and plan of the water bottom shall be made by theleaseholder in accordance with the standards required by the department and a copy supplied to thedepartment.  The department may resurvey any lease for potential conflicts with department rulesand regulations.  If the department determines that a resurvey will be conducted, the leaseholder shallbe given ten days written notice of the scheduled resurvey by the department and may be present atthe resurvey.NOTE:  That portion of Subsection C which requires payment of lease rentals by Dec. 31 of eachyear is suspended through the 60  day after final adjournment of the 2011 R.S. by Acts 2010, No. 979,th§2.C.  The commission shall fix the rate of rental for oyster leases at two dollars per acre per year.The rate of rental fixed by the commission shall apply to all leases executed by the secretary.  Forthe purpose of calculating the rental due for a lease, the amount of acreage covered by the lease shallbe rounded off to the nearest full acre.  The rent must be paid no later than the thirty-first ofDecember following the signing of the lease, and annually thereafter, in advance on or before thefirst day of January, whether the lease be held by the original lessees or by an heir, assignee, ortransferee.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 317, §1; Acts 1989, No. 504, §1; Acts 1997, No. 305,§1; Acts 1997, No. 434, §1; Acts 2006, No. 425, §1, eff. June 15, 2006; Acts 2010, No. 392, §1; Acts 2010, No.979, §2.NOTE:  See Acts 2005, 1  Ex. Sess., No. 17, for applicability to 2006 renewals.st§§428.1-428.3.  Repealed by Acts 2006, No. 425, §2, eff. June 15, 2006.
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§429.  Default in payment of rent; cancellation and forfeituresThe failure of the tenant to pay the rent punctually on or before the first of each January, orwithin thirty days thereafter, ipso facto and without demand or putting in default, terminates andcancels the lease and forfeits to the department all the works, improvements, betterments, and oysterson the leased water bottoms.  The department may at once enter on the water bottoms and takepossession thereof.  Such water bottoms shall then be open for lease in accordance with R.S. 56:425to the highest bidder.  Ten days thereafter the department shall enter the termination, cancellation,and forfeiture on its books and give public notice thereof by publication in one local paper in theparish where the leased water bottoms are located.  The department may waive the termination,cancellation, and forfeiture, provided the rent due with ten percent additional is paid at any timebefore the water bottoms are leased to another person.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 2006, No. 425, §1, eff. June 15, 2006.NOTE:  See Acts 2005, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 17, for applicability to 2006 renewals.§430.  Additional lease stipulationsA.  Repealed by Acts 2001, No. 438, §2.B.(1)  Lessees, under the supervision of the department, shall stake off and mark the leased waterbottoms by ranges, monuments, stakes, buoys, and the like, in order to locate accurately and fix thelimits of each lease by prominently marking such leased water bottoms with signs which state thelease number or name or initials of the leaseholder.  Oysters shall not be harvested from anyunmarked lease.(2)  For purposes of preventing trawling in seeded areas under R.S. 56:423(B), lessees shallclearly mark and delineate as required by law or regulation the area which has been seeded.  A leaseshall be posted with prominent, durable signs stating "NO TRAWLING OR SEINING-OYSTERLEASE".(3)  A violation of this Section shall be a class two violation.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 314, §1; Acts 1991, No. 567, §1; Acts 1991, No. 788,§1; Acts 1992, No. 222, §1; Acts 2001, No. 438, §2.§430.1.  Repealed by Acts 2006, No. 425, §2, eff. June 15, 2006.§431.  Unlawful removal of oysters or signs from leased propagating grounds; instructions tocaptain and crew of vessels; penaltyA.  No person shall knowingly or willfully take, carry away, or attempt to take or carry away,without permission of the lessee, any oysters, shell, or cultch from the water bottoms of the Gulf ofMexico or the lakes, bays, inlets, lagoons, rivers, bayous, or other waters tributary thereto orconnecting therewith, within the jurisdiction of the state where the bottoms are, at the time of suchtaking, let or leased to any person under the laws of Louisiana, for the purpose of bedding, planting,propagating, or cultivating oysters.B.  No person shall knowingly or willfully remove, break off, destroy, or otherwise injure oralter any stake, monument, bounds, buoy, sign, or other designation of bedding or propagatingground placed thereon by the lessee, or knowingly or willfully move from any bedding ground anystake, monument, bounds, buoy, sign, mark, or other designation placed thereon by the departmentor in accordance with its regulations or any Sections in this Subpart.C.  All owners or employers of vessels engaged in the oyster industry in this state shall issuetypewritten instructions to the captains and crews in charge of the vessels, calling attention to theprovisions of this Section.  These instructions shall be duly executed before a competent notary by
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the parties interested, the original to be kept by the department and duplicate to be had in possessionat all times by the captain of the vessel.  This duplicate shall be shown on demand of any officer oragent of the department.  Lack of possession of such document on a vessel, or a refusal to show thesame, is prima facie evidence that the paper does not exist.D.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class six violation.  Theimposition of these penalties does not bar the prosecution and conviction of the wrongdoer underthe criminal statutes of this state.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1999, No. 120, §1.§431.1.  Devices to protect oysters from predation; use on leased acreageA.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries may permit the use on leased acreage of devicesto protect oysters from predation.  The permit shall be issued to a leaseholder and shall not betransferrable.  Such devices shall be in compliance with all existing state and federal fishing lawsand regulations.  Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any device permitted under the provisionsof this Section may be transported or used in compliance with the provisions of this Section.  Thedepartment shall promulgate, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, rules andregulations for such a permit.  The rules shall at a minimum specify the following:(1)  That the application for the permit shall be accompanied by an application fee of onehundred dollars, and the fee for the permit shall be fifty dollars per acre permitted, not to exceed onethousand dollars.(2)  That the material used for the device shall:(a)  Not be monofilament or multifilament.(b)  Not be made to resemble, appear, or be construed to be a gill net, trammel net, or strike netas those terms are defined in R.S. 56:8, or any type of device which might entangle marine life.(c)  Be approved by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and the House Committee onNatural Resources and Environment and the Senate Committee on Natural Resources.  The rulesshall establish the procedure for such approval, including timetables.(3)  That the material authorized for such device shall have no openings that exceed one and one-quarter inch bar or two and one-half inches stretched.(4)  That the vertical profile of the device shall not raise the water bottom by more than one-halffoot or shall be limited to one-tenth of the depth of the water where the device is located, whichevermeasure is larger, and that the device shall not restrict the free passage of fish and other marine lifeover the device.(5)  Requirements for reporting data or other information by the leaseholders necessary for thedepartment to monitor the activities under the permit.(6)  Enforcement penalties for permit violations shall be considered a class four violation.B.  The area permitted for use of a device to protect oysters from predation shall not exceed tenacres per lease site, and each lease site shall be limited to the use of only one device.  The areapermitted shall meet the standards set forth by the Department of Health and Hospitals in its oysterregulations.  The device must comply with United States Coast Guard regulations relative tonavigation and markings.  Prior to application to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for apermit to use a device, the leaseholder shall have obtained all other local, state, and federal permitsnecessary for such activity, including a coastal use permit.C.  The department may permit the use of devices to protect oysters from predation on no morethan one hundred acres east of the Mississippi, no more than one hundred acres between the
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Mississippi River and Bayou Lafourche, no more than one hundred acres between Bayou Lafourcheand the Atchafalaya River, and no more than one hundred acres west of the Atchafalaya River.  Thepermit issued by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall authorize use of a device only duringthe months of March, April, October, and November.  The permit shall require liability insuranceto be held by the leaseholder sufficient to cover any damages that might occur as a result of the useof such device.D.  Repealed by Acts 2010, No. 263, §1.Acts 2005, No. 438, §1, eff. July 11, 2005; Acts 2008, No. 580, §7; Acts 2010, No. 263, §1.§432.  Territorial limitationsNo person, partnership, or corporation shall lease more than two thousand five hundred acresof water bottoms.  Whoever leases more than the allotted amount of water bottoms forfeits, after duetrial by competent court, all leases held by him on any water bottoms of the state.Acts 1981, No. 753, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 2003, No. 449, §1.§432.1.  Oyster Lease Acquisition and Compensation ProgramA.  The legislature hereby acknowledges potential conflicts between the Department of Wildlifeand Fisheries oyster leasing program and the Louisiana coastal restoration program provided for inR.S. 49:214.1 et seq.  Therefore, the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration shall develop aprogram, subject to the requirements and conditions of this Section, for the acquisition of andcompensation for oyster leases or portions of oyster leases upon which occurs or will occur dredging,direct placement of dredged or other materials, or other work or activities necessary for theconstruction or maintenance of a project for integrated coastal protection.B.  The state of Louisiana, through the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration, may acquireany oyster lease, in whole or in part, due to the impact of dredging, direct placement of dredged orother materials, or other work or activities necessary for the construction or maintenance of a projectfor integrated coastal protection.(1)  Acquisition shall be implemented by a notice of acquisition issued to the leaseholder.  Suchnotice shall specify the acreage acquired and the effective date of the acquisition.  A plat or mapdepicting the acreage acquired shall be attached to the notice.  The notice and acquisition shall besubject to the following:(a)  The Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration shall issue any such notice in writing tothe leaseholder at his address on file with the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries on the date ofissuance, by hand delivery or certified mail, return receipt requested.  If the Office of CoastalProtection and Restoration attempts such issuance at least once and is unable to deliver the noticeto the leaseholder, the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration shall reissue the notice to thelessee at his address on file with the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries on the date of there-issuance, by regular mail, and shall publish in the official journal for each parish in which theacquired acreage is located a summary of the notice including identification of the affected acreage,the effective date of the acquisition, and a contact person at the Office of Coastal Protection andRestoration for all inquiries regarding the acquisition.  The notice of acquisition may be recordedin the public records of any parish in which the acquired acreage is located.(b)  The acquisition shall be effective on the date specified in the notice of acquisition regardlessof whether the lessee actually receives the notice of acquisition.  Upon the effective date of theacquisition, possession of the affected acreage shall revert to the state, free and clear of any leaseor other obligation or encumbrance.
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(c)  Lease payments as otherwise required by R.S. 56:428 or 429 shall no longer be payable forthe acquired acreage for the calendar year after the date on which the notice of acquisition wasissued.(d)  Upon acquisition of a portion of leased acreage, the lease shall continue in full force andeffect as to the remaining acreage under the lease.(2)  The Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration shall determine the compensation for anyacquisition pursuant to this Section in accordance with rules or regulations adopted by thatdepartment after consideration of recommendations by the Louisiana Oyster Task Force, subject tothe following:(a)  The Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration shall issue its determination ofcompensation to the leaseholder together with the notice of acquisition and by the same procedureprovided for issuance of such notice.(b)  The Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration shall consider any reasonably confirmabledata or information provided by the leaseholder or any other person in making its determination ofcompensation, provided that the data or information is submitted in compliance with rules orregulations promulgated by that department prior to the date of initial issuance of the determinationof compensation.  Such rules or regulations shall provide the leaseholder at least sixty days in whichto submit such data or information before the initial issuance of the determination of compensation.(3)  The Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration shall issue payment to the leaseholder inthe full amount of its determination of compensation, except for and less any amount due onrecorded liens and encumbrances to be paid out of said proceeds, together with the notice ofacquisition, and by the same procedure provided for issuance of such notice.  Acceptance of suchpayment shall not preclude any claim for additional compensation, as provided in this Section.  Ifthe Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration is unable to contact the leaseholder by theprocedure provided in Subparagraph (B)(1)(a) of this Section, that department shall transfer fundsin the amount of the determined compensation except for and less any amount due on recorded liensand encumbrances to be paid out of said proceeds, to a trust account, instead of attaching suchpayment to the reissued notice.  Upon request of the leaseholder listed with the Department ofWildlife and Fisheries on the date notice of acquisition is initially issued, any such compensationmay be withdrawn from the trust account for the benefit of the leaseholder.  Any funds placed in atrust account that remain unclaimed after a period of five years shall be declared to be abandonedand may be disposed of pursuant to the Uniform Unclaimed Property Act, R.S. 9:151 et seq.  Anyamount due on a recorded lien or encumbrance shall be paid directly to the holder thereof, with acopy of all documentation of such payment issued to the leaseholder.  If the Office of CoastalProtection and Restoration is unable to contact the holder of the lien or encumbrance, thatdepartment shall transfer funds in the amount of the lien or encumbrance to a trust account, fromwhich it may be withdrawn for the benefit of the lien or encumbrance holder.(4)  To the extent that the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration acquires any lease orportion thereof under this Section in relation to any project or action for integrated coastal protectionperformed by any department, agency, board, commission, or political subdivision of the state otherthan the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration, such department, agency, board, commission,or political subdivision shall compensate the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration for allcosts incurred by the department which are associated with the acquisition.  However, the executivedirector of the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration may waive this requirement.C.  A leaseholder whose lease is acquired in whole or in part may seek an administrative hearingthrough the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration as to whether the acquisition due to theimpact of dredging, direct placement of dredged or other materials, or other work or activitiesnecessary for the construction or maintenance of a project for integrated coastal protection is proper
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or whether the compensation issued by the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration satisfies therules or regulations of that department.  A leaseholder whose lease is not acquired but which wasimpacted by dredging, direct placement of dredged or other materials, or other work or activitiesnecessary for the construction or maintenance of a project for integrated coastal protection hasoccurred, may also seek an administrative hearing through the Office of Coastal Protection andRestoration to determine if acquisition of such acreage would be proper.  Adjudication under thisSection shall be conducted in accordance with the following:(1)  Adjudication under this Section must be requested in writing and received by the Office ofCoastal Protection and Restoration within sixty days after issuance of the notice of acquisition,determination of compensation, or payment as provided in Subsection B of this Section.  However,adjudication of the amount of the compensation must be requested in writing and received by theOffice of Coastal Protection and Restoration within two years after completion of the project forwhich the lease or portion of the lease was acquired, if the leaseholder establishes that notice of theacquisition, determination of compensation, or payment was not issued as required in this Section.Adjudication of the lack of acquisition of leased acreage upon which dredging, direct placement ofdredged or other materials, or other work or activities necessary for the construction or maintenanceof a project for integrated coastal protection has occurred must be requested in writing and receivedby the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration within two years after completion of the project.(2)  Adjudication under this Section shall be conducted in accordance with Chapter 13-B of Title49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, and pursuant to the rules and regulations promulgatedby the Department of Natural Resources after consideration of recommendations by the LouisianaOyster Task Force.  The administrative law judge shall consider any reasonably confirmable dataor information provided to that department by the leaseholder or any other person on or before thedate of the administrative review.(3)  The final decision of the administrative law judge shall be issued to the leaseholder bycertified mail at his address on file with the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries on the date ofissuance or at such other address as the leaseholder may specify in his request for administrativereview.(4)  A request for an adjudication shall have no effect upon the validity of the acquisition of thelease, but only the compensation payable to the lessee.  However, the acquisition may be foundinvalid if an adjudication is sought timely and the project or action for which acquisition is soughtdoes not further coastal protection, conservation, or restoration.D.  A leaseholder may seek in accordance with the following, judicial review of the finaldecision of the administrative law judge based solely on the administrative record and, except asotherwise provided in this Section, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 13-B of Title 49of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.(1)  Any petition for judicial review pursuant to this Subsection must be filed with theNineteenth Judicial District Court within sixty days after issuance of the final decision of theadministrative law judge.  No petition for judicial review may be filed, and any such petition ispremature, unless adjudication has been timely sought and all administrative remedies have beenexhausted.  The petition shall be served upon the executive director of the Office of CoastalProtection and Restoration and all parties of record.(2)  A request for judicial review shall have no effect upon the validity of the acquisition of thelease, but only the compensation payable to the lessee.  However, the acquisition may be foundinvalid if review is sought timely and the project or action for which acquisition is sought does notfurther coastal protection, conservation, or restoration.E.  No funds from, or dedicated to, the Louisiana Wildlife Conservation Fund established byArticle VII, Section 10-A of the Constitution of Louisiana shall be obligated or expended in
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furtherance of or for any purpose of this Section.  However, funds paid to the Department of Wildlifeand Fisheries expressly for the purposes of this Section may be expended accordingly.Acts 1997, No. 1314, §1; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 107, §1; Acts 2006, No. 425, §1, eff. June 15, 2006;Acts 2009, No. 523, §4, eff. July 10, 2009.§432.2.  Annual reporting of coastal protection, conservation, and restoration project statusOnce per year, in coordination with the Louisiana Oyster Task Force, the Office of CoastalProtection and Restoration shall provide information to the Oyster Task Force regarding the nature,location, and status of current or planned projects for integrated coastal protection to the extentpractical.Acts 2006, No. 425, §1, eff. June 15, 2006; Acts 2009, No. 523, §4, eff. July 10, 2009.§433.  Culling oysters taken from natural reefs; size limitsA.  All oysters taken from the natural reefs of this state which measure less than three inchesfrom hinge to mouth and all dead shell shall be immediately replaced and scattered broadcast uponthe natural reefs from which taken.  No captain, person in charge of any vessel, canner, packer,commission man, or other person shall have in his possession off the natural reefs any natural reefoysters which were not taken in accordance with the provisions of this Subpart.  Any excess of overfifteen percent of dead shells and oysters under the size prescribed herein, in any cargo lot of oysters,except any cargo lot of oysters to be used as seed oysters for bedding purposes only, shall beconsidered a violation of this Subpart, and any officer of the department may cause to be countedthe whole or part of the cargo or lot of oysters at the expense of the person or vessel, to determinethe percentage.  No oysters under one inch in length from hinge to mouth shall be counted, and eachhalf shell of over one inch shall be counted as one.B.(1)  Under its supervision and direction, the department may permit lessees of oyster beddinggrounds to fish oysters of any size, without charge, from the natural reefs of the waters of this state.Such oysters are to be used as seed oysters for bedding purposes only.  The department maydesignate from which natural reefs oysters may be fished and the quantity to be taken therefrom byany lessee.  The natural reefs may be fished for the harvest of seed oysters only each year startingthe first Wednesday after Labor Day.  Beginning on the second Monday in October each year, theseed grounds may be opened for the harvest of oysters for market sales in addition to the harvest ofseed oysters.  All harvest of oysters on the public seed grounds shall cease on April thirtieth of eachyear.  However, the commission may extend the taking of oysters on natural reefs by setting the lastday of the season if it is determined that sufficient quantities of oysters are available to accommodatesuch additional taking in designated areas.  When setting the last day of the season, the commissionshall consider the recommendations of the Oyster Task Force.  The commission may designate whatparts or portions of the natural reefs may be fished for oysters and it may suspend the fishing ofoysters altogether from natural reefs not leased by it when such reefs are threatened with depletionas determined by the department.  When designating those areas of the natural reefs that may befished, the commission shall consider the recommendations of the Oyster Task Force.(2)  The commission shall annually set aside one or more areas east of the Mississippi River forthe exclusive use of sackers.  The designation of the said areas is to be based on the best availabledata by the department for ensuring the economic development of the fisheries.  One of the areas sodesignated shall be located in the American Bay area east of the Mississippi River in PlaqueminesParish.  The total areas designated shall not exceed one-fourth of the total areas of public seedgrounds east of the Mississippi River.  The commission may, by rule, provide for oyster sizerestrictions in these sacking areas.C.  No person shall take oysters from the natural reef of the waters of the state during the periodbeginning the day following the closing date set by the commission pursuant to Paragraph (B)(1) of
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this Section and ending the Tuesday following Labor Day.  No person shall can, shuck, or pack anyoysters from the natural reefs during the closure period.  This provision does not prevent any lesseeof oyster bedding grounds from harvesting his own oysters and using them for personal homeconsumption or for sale during the time of closure.D.  No person shall remove oysters from any state owned natural reef for the purpose of steamprocessing from the first Wednesday after Labor Day through December 31, both dates inclusive.E.  The department, at one of its regular meetings, in the exercise of its duties to improve,enlarge, and protect the state-owned natural reefs of this state, and after affording industry,department personnel, and interested parties an opportunity to be heard, shall have the option,between January first and the last day of the season of each year, of closing any portion or all of thenatural oyster reefs of this state to the harvest of oysters, and/or of setting harvesting size limits onany portion or all of the natural oyster reefs of this state, as expected conditions warrant.  Thedepartment shall notify the oyster industry of its determination by filing the information in the officeof the secretary, and by notice once weekly for two weeks prior to implementation, in thenewspapers of general circulation in the coastal zone.F.  The limitations as to size contained in Subsection A shall not apply to seed oysters lawfullyfished from the natural reefs.G.  No provisions of this Section shall prevent the department from exercising its option to closethe natural grounds to all oyster fishing as provided in Subsection B.H.  The provisions of this Section do not apply to a lessee of private bedding grounds whenharvesting his own oysters.I.  The commission shall designate the natural reefs by regulation.J.  A violation of the provisions of this Section shall constitute a class two violation.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1987, No. 924, §2; Acts 1990, No. 1015, §1; Acts 1991, No. 496, §1; Acts1992, No. 46, §1; Acts 1993, No. 115, §1; Acts 2003, No. 448, §1; Acts 2004, No. 211, §1; Acts 2006, No. 393,§1; Acts 2007, No. 310, §1; Acts 2008, No. 92, §1.§433.1.  Oyster seed ground vessel permit; Oyster Seed Ground Vessel Permit Appeals BoardA.(1)  Any oysters taken for commercial purposes from the public natural reefs or the oyster seedgrounds or reservations, except those in Calcasieu Lake or Sabine Lake, shall be placed only on avessel which has an oyster seed ground vessel permit issued exclusively by the department pursuantto rules and regulations promulgated by the commission.  Such permit shall be issued in the nameof the vessel owner and shall identify the vessel permitted by including the state registration numberor the United States Coast Guard documented number.  The permit shall identify the vessel that maypossess and transport oysters taken from the public natural reefs and oyster seed grounds.  Thepermit does not grant any rights to the oyster resource or any rights to harvest oysters from thewaters of the state and shall not be sold, exchanged, or otherwise transferred.  The permit is validfor one year, beginning on January first of each calendar year and expiring on December thirty-firstof the same calendar year, and permit holders who hold a valid permit during the prior year mayrenew the permit at any time of the year for the current license year and from November fifteenthfor the immediately following license year.  The cost of the permit shall be fifteen dollars forresidents and sixty dollars for nonresidents.(2)  Vessel owners, as listed in the official record of the department at the time of application,who meet the requirements of Subsection B of this Section shall have the right to submit to thedepartment a new application for an oyster seed ground vessel permit.  No new applications for suchvessel permits shall be accepted after December 31, 2009.  A vessel owner shall be eligible for a
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permit only for each vessel which can be used to meet the qualifcations for a permit under theprovisions of Subsection B of this Section.(3)  The taking of oysters from the public natural reefs or the oyster seed grounds or reservationswithout an oyster seed ground vessel permit shall be a class two violation subject to the penaltiesprovided in R.S. 56:32 and to the requirements of R.S. 56:424.1.B.  The following vessel owners, as listed in the official records of the department at the timeof application for the permit or who can, at the time of application, demonstrate to the departmentthat ownership of that vessel has transferred to them, shall be eligible to receive an oyster seedground vessel permit:(1)  Any person who owned a vessel that was licensed at any time between January 1, 2004, andMay 1, 2009, and can demonstrate through trip ticket submissions that that vessel had oysterlandings in the state of Louisiana between January 1, 2004, and May 1, 2009.(2)  Any person who purchased or constructed a vessel and licensed that vessel in the state ofLouisiana between January 1, 2004, and May 1, 2009, and who can demonstrate through trip ticketsubmissions that oysters were landed on that vessel in the state of Louisiana between the time of thevessel's purchase or construction and May 1, 2009.(3)  Any person who can provide evidence that he has a vessel that is under construction in thestate of Louisiana that is at least fifty percent complete on May 1, 2009.C.  There is hereby created the Oyster Seed Ground Vessel Permit Appeals Board to becomposed of Louisiana licensed oyster harvesters who hold oyster seed  ground vessel permitsappointed as follows:(1)  Two members appointed by the Louisiana Oyster Dealers and Growers Association, onemember to be appointed from the coastal parishes located between the Mississippi/Louisiana stateline and the Plaquemines/Jefferson Parish line, including Orleans Parish, and one member to beappointed from the coastal parishes located between the Plaquemines/Jefferson Parish line and theLouisiana/Texas state line.(2)  One member appointed by the Plaquemines Oyster Association to be appointed from thecoastal parishes located between the Mississippi/Louisiana state line and the Plaquemines/JeffersonParish line.(3)  One member appointed by the Terrebonne Oyster Association to be appointed from thecoastal parishes located between the Plaquemines/Jefferson Parish line and the Louisiana/Texas stateline.(4)  One member appointed by the Southwest Pass Oyster Dealers and Growers Association tobe appointed from the coastal parishes located between the Plaquemines/Jefferson Parish line andthe Louisiana/Texas state line.(5)  One member appointed by the United Commercial Fisherman's Association to be appointedfrom the coastal parishes located between the Mississippi/Louisiana state line and thePlaquemines/Jefferson Parish line.(6)  One member appointed by the Delta Commercial Fisherman's organization to be appointedfrom the coastal parishes located between the Mississippi/Louisiana state line and thePlaquemines/Jefferson Parish line.(7)  One member who is an oyster grower appointed by the president of the Louisiana FarmBureau Federation to be appointed from the coastal parishes located between theMississippi/Louisiana state line and the Plaquemines/Jefferson Parish line.
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(8)  One member appointed by the Louisiana Oystermen Association to be appointed from thecoastal parishes located between the Mississippi/Louisiana state line and the Plaquemines/JeffersonParish line, including Orleans Parish.D.(1)  The Oyster Seed Ground Vessel Permit Appeals Board is established to hear appeals ofoyster seed ground vessel permit applications denied by the department.  The board shall be limitedto determinations of the eligibility of a permit applicant for a permit and to instances where a permitmay be issued based on a determination of hardship.  The commission shall promulgate guidelinesto be used by the board to determine an applicant's eligibility and whether or not an applicant shouldbe granted a permit.  Such determination shall require a favorable vote of a majority of the appointedmembers of the board and the record of decision shall clearly state the reasons or rationale forgranting or denying the permit.(2)  The board shall be subject to the Open Meetings Law and the Public Records Act.  Aquorum is required to conduct business.  Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as the originalappointment.(3)  Any decision of the board or the department regarding issuance or the lack of issuance ofa permit may be appealed de novo to the Nineteenth Judicial District Court.E.  The provisions of this Section shall be applicable to license year 2009 and thereafter andshall become null and void and of no effect beginning on November 15, 2013, and thereafter.Acts 2008, No. 922, §2, eff. July 14, 2008; Acts 2009, No. 376, §1.§434.  Oyster seed grounds; designation and setting aside; rules and regulations concerningtaking of seed oysters; areas recognized as oyster seed reservations; protection of oysterseed reservationsA.  The commission shall at its discretion from time to time designate and set aside such areafrom the water bottoms of the state as it judges best adapted to the planting, propagation, growth,and policing of seed oysters.  The area constitutes oyster seed grounds.  Each unit thereof shall, asnearly as practicable, be so located as to facilitate its efficient policing, and be readily identifiableby reference to geographical features or local landmarks or department surveys, and shall embraceat least a recognizable portion of any body or arm of water, or definite part thereof, in which it isestablished.B.  Upon or following the designation or location of any oyster seed ground, the department maynegotiate for and acquire existing oyster leases required to be abandoned or surrendered which arefound within the limits of the designated area.  The department shall compensate the leaseholder foroysters, seed oysters, shells, and other improvements found on the private leases required to beabandoned or surrendered, out of funds appropriated by the legislature.  Such compensation shallbe determined by an independent marine surveyor appointed by the department with the concurrenceof the leaseholder, at the current-day value of the improvements on the grounds affected.C.  All seed oysters produced on oyster seed grounds or reservations established under thisSubpart shall be had and held for the use and benefit of the oyster industry.  The commission shallestablish rules and regulations concerning the time, quantity, and method of taking by which theseseed oysters shall be made available to the public.  These rules and regulations shall be formulatedas necessary and shall be adequate to the proper maintenance and preservation of the areas as aperpetual source of seed supply for the oyster industry.  Unless otherwise opened by the commissionall oyster seed grounds and reservations are closed.D.  The secretary may require persons taking, or attempting to take oysters, oyster seed, or cultchfrom any state owned public oyster seed ground or public oyster seed reservation to obtain a permitfrom the department and possess said permit when on the public oyster seed grounds or public oysterseed reservations.
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E.  The water bottoms located in Sister (Caillou) Lake and Bay Junop in Terrebonne Parish,Hackberry Bay (Bay Duchene) in Lafourche and Jefferson Parishes, and Bay Gardene inPlaquemines Parish are designated as oyster seed reservations, and shall be managed by thedepartment for the best interests of the oyster industry.F.  The department shall establish and maintain an adequate and vigilant watch and control overthe areas designated as oyster seed grounds and oyster seed reservations, and shall see that alloysters, seed oysters, oyster cultch, or other material improvements found or placed thereon areefficiently protected from trespass, theft, or injury.G.  During that portion of the oyster season set aside for the taking of seed oysters only,additional restrictions shall apply to harvest of seed oysters from the public seed grounds as follows:(1)  No oyster harvester who is actively harvesting oysters in the public seed grounds shall haveon board his vessel any sacks or containers which may be used to hold oysters for transport tomarket.(2)  All oysters on board a vessel actively harvesting oysters in the public seed grounds shall bepresumed to have been harvested from the public seed grounds.(3)  No harvester shall sell, or transport with his vessel, oysters intended for market sales on thesame day that he harvested seed oysters from the public seed grounds.H.  A violation of the provisions of this Section shall constitute a class two violation.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1987, No. 544, §1; Acts 1987, No. 924, §1; Acts 1989, No. 248, §1, eff. June26, 1989; Acts 1991, No. 496, §1; Acts 2010, No. 270, §1.NOTE:  Act 265 of 2010 provides for the relocation of certain leases which are located within apublic seed ground.  Provides Act is void on Jan. 1, 2013.§434.1.  Public Oyster Seed Ground Development AccountA.  There is hereby created in the Conservation Fund an account to be known as the PublicOyster Seed Ground Development Account.B.  The secretary is authorized to accept and receive funds or materials as compensation forimpacts associated with activities occurring on or over the public oyster seed grounds, seedreservations, and tonging areas.  After compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B)of the Constitution of Louisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, and after asufficient amount is allocated from that fund to pay all of the obligations secured by the full faithand credit of the state which become due and payable within any fiscal year, the treasurer shall payinto the Public Oyster Seed Ground Development Account an amount equal to funds received by thesecretary under the provisions of this Subsection.  The monies in this account shall be used solelyas provided in Subsection C of this Section and only in the amount appropriated by the legislature.All unexpended and unencumbered monies in this account at the end of the fiscal year shall remainin the account.  The monies in the account shall be invested by the state treasurer in the same manneras monies in the Conservation Fund, and any interest earned shall be credited to the account.C.  Subject to appropriation by the legislature, the monies in the Public Oyster Seed GroundDevelopment Account shall be used solely to enhance the state's public oyster seed grounds throughsiting, designing, permitting, constructing, monitoring, and cultch deposition.D.  The department shall maintain records of the sources of funds received and the activitywhich resulted in the payment of the funds to the secretary. In addition, the department shallmaintain records of payments made from the account, the person to whom the funds were paid, andthe purpose of each payment.  The department shall annually report such information to theLouisiana Oyster Task Force.Acts 2003, No. 920, §1, eff. July 1, 2003.
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§435.  Dredges and scrapers; use in removing oysters A.  All dredges and scrapers shall be no longer than six feet in width measured along the toothbar. B.  The dredge teeth shall be no longer than five inches in length, and there shall be no more thanseven dredges in use on any one vessel.  C.  The lessees of propagating or bedding grounds may use on such propagating or beddinggrounds any implements or appliances they may desire.  However, no implements or appliances shallbe used in any manner which will impair or destroy any water bottoms.  The department may requirelessees to procure from it permits to use such implements and appliances, such permits to be issuedwithout charge, and to be conditioned that such implements or appliances shall not be used onnatural oyster reefs in the state, and on those grounds not leased.  D.  A violation of the provisions of this Section shall constitute a class two violation.  E.  Repealed by Acts 1984, No. 402 §2.  Acts 1981, No. 836, §1; Acts 1981, No. 925, §1.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 467, §1; Acts 1982, No. 626,§1.  Acts 1984, No. 230, §1, eff. June 29, 1984.  Acts 1984, No. 402, §2; Acts 1986, No. 904, §4; Acts 1990,No. 583, §1; Acts 1991, No. 496, §1.  §435.1.  Sabine Lake; methods of harvest; penalty; season; self-propelled vessels; harvestedoystersA.  Oysters may be harvested in Sabine Lake using tongs, a hand dredge, a single dredge withmechanical assist that has a tooth bar no more than thirty-six inches long, or a single scraper withmechanical assist with a flat bar length of no more than thirty-six inches.B.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.C.  All vessels used for the commercial harvest of oysters on Sabine Lake must be self-propelled."Self-propelled" means, when used in this Section, that the vessel shall travel under its own powerto its harvest area and when loaded with oysters, shall travel under its own power to the place wherethe oysters are unloaded.D.  Oysters, once harvested and placed upon any vessel, cannot be transferred except to ashoreside facility.E.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.F.  With the proper licenses, no more than twenty-five sacks of oysters per boat per day may beharvested.  However, the recreational taking of oysters shall be as provided in R.S. 56:424(C).G.  Open season dates and harvest limits shall be set by the commission after consideration ofrecommendations by the Louisiana Oyster Task Force.  In addition, recreational fishermen mayharvest oysters as provided in R.S. 56:424(C).H.  Any violation of this Section shall be considered a class four violation subject to thepenalties contained in R.S. 56:34.Acts 1984, No. 402, §1; Acts 1986, No. 904, §§3, 4; Acts 1987, No. 559, §1; HCR No. 2, 1988 1st Ex.Sess.; SCR No. 3, 1988 1st Ex. Sess.; Acts 1988, No. 256, §1; Acts 1991, No. 900, §1; Acts 1992, No. 109, §1;Acts 2004, No. 479, §§1, 2; Acts 2006, No. 398, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§435.1.1.  Oyster harvest in Calcasieu LakeA.  Oyster harvesting in Calcasieu Lake using tongs; a hand dredge; a single dredge withmechanical assist that has a tooth bar no more than thirty-six inches long; or use of a single scraperwith mechanical assist and a flat bar length of no more than thirty-six inches is allowed.
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B.  All vessels used for the commercial harvest of oysters on Calcasieu Lake must beself-propelled.  "Self-propelled" means, when used in this Section, that the vessel shall travel underits own power to its harvest area and when loaded with oysters, shall travel under its own power tothe place where the oysters are unloaded.C.  The commission shall fix the open season for oyster harvest in Calcasieu Lake, which shallbegin on any date between October fifteenth and November first and, for calendar years 2007through 2010, shall end on a date set after consideration of recommendations by the LouisianaOyster Task Force.  After calendar year 2010, the season shall end on April thirtieth.  However, inconsultation with the Oyster Task Force, the commission may open or close the season as biologicaldata indicate a need and may manage East Cove and West Cove separately.D.  Harvest limits shall be set by the commission not to exceed twenty-five sacks of oysters perday per licensed vessel after consideration of recommendations by the Louisiana Oyster Task Force.In addition, recreational fishermen may harvest oysters as provided in R.S. 56:424(C).E.  Any violation of the provisions of this Section shall be considered a class four violationsubject to the penalties contained in R.S. 56:34.Acts 2004, No. 479, §1; Acts 2006, No. 398, §1.§435.2.  Repealed by Acts 2006, No. 398, §2.§436.  Restricted time of taking oysters A.  The taking of oysters from the natural reefs of this state and from privately owned beddinggrounds between the hours of one-half hour after sunset and until one-half hour before sunrise isprohibited.  During these hours all dredges shall be unshackled, disconnected, or in such conditionas to be easily determined by an agent of the department not to have been in recent use.  B.  Violation of any provision of this Section constitutes a class four violation.  Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1987, No. 456, §1; Acts 1990, No. 873, §1.  §437.  Sale of oysters for raw consumption within the stateOysters which have been harvested from Louisiana waters may be sold for raw consumptionwithin the state at all times during the year.  Federal regulations which may prohibit the interstatetransportation and sale of oysters which have not been post-harvest treated shall not apply to oystersharvested, sold, and consumed within the state of Louisiana.  The Department of Health andHospitals shall promulgate rules pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act to administer theprovisions of this Section and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall assist in theenforcement of such rules.Acts 2010, No. 269, §1.§438.  Surveyor, definitionSurveyor as used in this Subpart shall mean the surveyor of the department or any otherprofessional land surveyor qualified and currently licensed by the Louisiana ProfessionalEngineering and Surveying Board in accordance with R.S. 37:681 et seq. who is authorized by thesecretary to survey oyster leases under the laws of the state and rules, regulations, and policies ofthe department.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 2003, No. 279, §8.§439.  Staking off or bedding oysters on unleased water bottoms No person shall stake off the water bottoms enumerated in this Subpart, or bed oysters on thewater bottom without previously leasing the same from the department, and then only after payment
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of the rental and fees provided in this Subpart.  However, for emergency purposes in the matter ofthe preservation of a cargo, the oyster fisherman may temporarily bed his cargo on unleased bottomsand stake it off.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1.  §440.  Standard measurements; barrel In all of the operations of the department, the standard measurement of the barrel referred toherein shall be 6451.26 cubic inches, which approximately represents the cubic contents of threebushels, or one barrel; one sack represents 3225.63 cubic inches or one and one-half bushels or one-half barrel. Acts 1981, No. 925, §1.  §441.  Repealed by Acts 1999, No. 38, §2, eff. May 28, 1999.§442.  Collection and disposition of funds; dedication of funds A.  No license fee or tax other than those imposed by Part VI of this Title and by R.S. 56:446shall be levied or imposed by the state or any of its subordinate political corporations ormunicipalities. B.  Except for funds collected from the privilege to take shells or shell deposits from the waterbottoms, the funds provided for and arising from the collection of severance taxes, bedding groundrentals, and other sources of income, shall be collected by the department and record made thereof.These funds shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the department.  C.  One-half of all funds collected by the department from the leasing or granting of permits ofthe right or privilege to take shells or shell deposits or mussel shells from the water bottoms of thestate under authority of this Subpart are dedicated to the establishment, administration, maintenance,and upkeep of oyster seed grounds and reservations and to the planting, propagation, cultivation,policing, preservation, and distribution of oysters on and from the grounds.  The department maypurchase and use shells or other cultch which it may in judgment and discretion take from over-crowded oyster reefs belonging to the state.  The remaining one-half of all funds collected by thedepartment under authority of this Subpart shall be deposited in a special account by the departmentand shall be dedicated to the administration, enforcement, management, and research for marineresources and to the construction, purchase, maintenance and upkeep of property and equipment usedin connection therewith.  D.  In case of acquisition and expenditures incurred under authority of this Subpart, thedepartment may care for, cultivate, and dispose of acquired oysters and seed.  It shall return suchrecovered funds into the funds placed at its disposal under this Subpart.  Acts 1981, No. 925, §1.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §3.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§443.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.  §444.  License number display The name, license number, state boat registration number, or federal documentation number ofeach vessel, boat, or dredging apparatus engaged in the harvesting of oysters shall be displayed onthe roof of the cabin or on any other place which is easily visible from the air, at all times.  Theletters shall be at least eight inches in height and of an appropriate width.  Acts 1981, No. 925, §1.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §3.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.  
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§445.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.  §446.  Oyster severance tax; collection A.  A severance tax of two and one-half cents per barrel on each barrel of oysters fished fromleased water bottoms is levied and shall be paid to and collected by the department.  A severance taxof three cents per barrel on each and every barrel of oysters fished from the natural reefs either forsale or consumption, is levied and shall be paid to and collected by the department.  These taxes arelevied upon and shall be paid by every person removing oysters or on whose behalf oysters areremoved, whether from his own leased bedding ground or natural reefs, as stipulated above, exceptin such cases where oysters removed are sold by the person to any resident wholesale/retail dealer,in which event the severance tax shall be paid by the latter.  B.  The secretary may examine, inspect, and audit the books, papers, and memoranda of allpersons engaged in the oyster industry under licenses issued by the department.  C.(1)  Oyster severance taxes shall be payable to the department on or before the tenth day ofthe month following the date of sale.  A statement of the quantity of oysters fished, purchased, and/orreceived shall be made by certification on monthly report forms furnished by the department andshall accompany each payment.  Upon failure to pay severance taxes when due, a penalty of tenpercent per month, not exceeding thirty percent in the aggregate, calculated upon the severance taxdue, shall be levied and collected by the department in addition to the tax due.  If there is adelinquency in the filing of reports and in the payment of taxes due as required above, demand forpayment shall be made by the secretary as soon thereafter as possible, coupled with the warning thatthe license of the delinquent shall be revoked unless report is made and taxes paid.  (2)  After demand for payment and warning, the secretary may seize any oysters or parts orproducts thereof in the possession of a person liable for taxes and penalties due and sell them forpayment of the tax and penalties.  Any surplus from the proceeds of sale, after deducting all costsand charges, taxes, and penalties due, shall be paid to the owner of the oysters or parts or productsthereof seized.  At any time after demand for payment and warning, the license of any person whofails to make monthly reports and to pay severance taxes due shall be revoked by the secretary, andshall so remain until all reports are made and all taxes due are paid with accrued penalties.  (3)  Any person who refuses or fails to pay the severance taxes due or to make monthly reportsas aforesaid, and whose license has been revoked, is hereby prohibited from buying and selling orotherwise engaging in the disposition of oysters or parts or products thereof and other seafoods underthe jurisdiction of this commission.  D.  The provisions of this Section shall apply to the nonresident wholesale/retail dealerwhenever he buys oysters directly from any fisherman in this state for out-of-state shipment and noseverance taxes have been paid on these shipments.  E.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class three violation.  Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1991, No. 476, §1, eff. July 15, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29,1992. §§447, 448.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.§449.  Tags; distribution; use; containers; penaltiesA.  Sacks and any other types of containers used to hold oysters and other mollusks while in theirshells shall be identified by official tags.  The department shall have exclusive authority over thedistribution of these tags.  The use of these tags is required of all persons taking oysters or othermollusks from the waters of the state for sale.  Tags issued by the department shall be identified withand traceable to the license of the oyster lessee or oyster fisherman.  The lessee or oyster fisherman
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shall write in the appropriate places on the tag all information required by the Department of Healthand Hospitals, office of public health, and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.B.  The department shall establish uniform fees for such tags.  The fees shall be sufficient inamount to cover the cost of the tags as well as the administrative costs of distribution.  In additionto the established uniform fee, there shall be an additional fee of five cents per tag which shall bedeposited into the Oyster Development Account within the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Fund.C.  All oysters and other molluscan species taken from Louisiana waters for sale which aresacked or otherwise containerized while in the shell and on board a fisherman's vessel shall betagged prior to removal from the vessel.  The tag shall include all information required by theDepartment of Health and Hospitals, office of public health, and the Department of Wildlife andFisheries.  All oysters and other molluscan species which are to be sacked or otherwise containerizedwhile in the shell at dockside shall be containerized and tagged immediately upon arrival at the dockprior to shipment.D.  It shall be unlawful for any person to sell for resale or to purchase for resale untagged sacksor containers of oysters or other molluscan species.E.  Possession of untagged sacks or containers other than on board the fisherman's vessel or onthe dock prior to shipment shall be deemed a violation of this Section.  If the amount of untaggedsacks or containers possessed is ten percent or less, the violator shall be subject to a class onepenalty as described in R.S. 56:31.  If the amount of untagged sacks or containers possessed isgreater than ten percent, the violator shall be subject to the penalties as specified in Subsection Kof this Section.  Only untagged or improperly tagged sacks or containers of oysters may be seizedin connection with any violation of this Subsection. Any oysters seized in connection with violationsof this Subsection shall be disposed of pursuant to the policies and procedures established andpromulgated by the department.F.  All persons fishing within the boundaries of the state, but not desiring to land said catchwithin the jurisdiction of the state, shall tag with prescribed Louisiana tags all sacks or containersprior to leaving the state.  All persons fishing shellfish outside the jurisdictional boundaries of thestate of Louisiana, but desiring to land within the boundaries of the state, shall have all sacks orcontainers tagged according to the rules of the state from which fished.G.  Untagged or improperly tagged sacks or containers of oysters or other molluscan speciesfound in commerce within the state, other than on board the fisherman's vessel or on the dock priorto shipment, shall be deemed to have been taken in polluted waters and constitute a hazard to thesafety, health, and welfare of the citizens of the state.H.  Authorized agents of the department, state and local health officials, and state and local lawenforcement officials shall be authorized to enforce the provisions of this Section, and shall have theauthority, additionally, to seize all untagged sacks or containers found in connection with any arrestshereunder and to dispose thereof in accordance with law.I.  It shall be a violation of this Section for any manufacturer, distributor, dealer, supplier, orwholesaler to sell or distribute shucked oyster containers to any person or persons, corporation,business, or firm that has not been certified by the Seafood Sanitation Unit of the Office of PublicHealth, Department of Health and Hospitals.  The packer, distributor, or purchaser shall not resellthe shucked oyster container.  It shall be a violation of this Section if any nonresident purchaser ofnew and unused shucked oyster containers does not have in his possession a valid certificate froman appropriate state agency that regulates the seafood industry.J.  The department shall require that all persons who containerize shucked oysters or othermolluscan species keep accurate records of the source of the oysters in order that said oysters can
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be traced back to the identifying tag and shall require, further, that such containers be labelled as asource of identification in a manner to be prescribed by the secretary.K.  A violation of this Section shall constitute a class III violation and any oyster seized inconnection with this violation shall be disposed of pursuant to the policies and proceduresestablished by the department.Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1986; No. 522, §1; Acts 1986, No. 523, §1; Acts 1992, No. 268, §1; Acts1993, No. 179, §1; Acts 1995, No. 448, §1; Acts 1999, No. 622, §1; Acts 2004, No. 213, §3.§450.  Freshwater mussels; rules; penalties A.(1)  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall adopt rules, developedand proposed by the department, to regulate the harvest of freshwater mussels.  Such rules shallprovide for open areas, species eligible for harvest, harvest methods, permits, fees, and otherprovisions necessary to implement this Section.  In no case shall the annual permit fee fornonresidents be less than one thousand dollars per person harvesting freshwater mussels.  (2)  One-half of the total of all revenues derived from the annual permit fees required forcommercial mussel fishermen and severance tax are hereby dedicated to the operation of theenforcement division of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the remaining one-half of thetotal of all revenues is hereby dedicated to the operation of the inland fisheries division of thedepartment.  B.  The secretary shall have the authority to revoke, deny, or limit the number of permits issuedas deemed necessary for proper management, control, and protection of the freshwater musselresource. C.  Any violation of rules pertaining to the harvest and sale of freshwater mussels shall constitutea class four violation, R.S. 56:34.  Any violation of harvest reporting requirements shall constitutea class three violation, R.S. 56:33.  D.  It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, barter, or exchange any freshwater mussel meats.Any violation of this Subsection shall constitute a class four violation, R.S. 56:34.  E.  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, there shall not be any shell dredging in LakePontchartrain or Lake Maurepas.  Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1992, No. 851, §1; Acts 1993, No. 99, §1, eff. June 1, 1993; Acts 1994, No.27, §1.  §451.  Severance tax; default in payment; penaltiesA.  There is hereby levied a severance tax of five percent of the revenues derived from the saleof all whole freshwater mussels taken from the waters of this state.  For purposes of this Section,"whole" shall mean a freshwater mussel unopened with meat.B.  The severance tax on freshwater mussels shall be computed at the point of first sale to aproperly licensed and permitted buyer.  Payment of this tax shall be to the department and shall becalculated from receipts issued by the department and completed by the buyer for each salestransaction.  A copy of each receipt shall be given to the harvester and a copy shall be retained bythe buyer.  The buyer and seller shall retain such receipts for inspection by the department for aperiod of not less than two years.C.(1)  Payment of the tax shall be made by the buyer and shall be made  to the department ona monthly basis.  Such payment must be received by the department no later than the fifteenth dayof the month following the month of severance.  In addition, the buyer shall furnish the departmentwith receipts issued for each sales transaction during the month, which must also be received by thefifteenth day of the month following the month of  severance.
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(2)  If such severance taxes are not paid when due, a penalty of ten percent per month of theoverdue tax, not exceeding an aggregate of thirty percent, shall be levied and collected by thedepartment in addition to the tax owed.(3)  If there is a delinquency in filing of reports and in payment of taxes due, demand forpayment shall be made by the department as soon as possible, and the department shall provide awarning to the offender that its permit will be revoked unless such payment is made and report isfiled.  Such permit shall be revoked by the secretary and shall remain revoked until all requisitereports have been filed and all taxes and accrued penalties have been paid.  In addition, after makingsuch demand for payment, the department may seize any mussels or parts of products thereof in thepossession of any person liable for such taxes and penalties due and the department may sell themussels or parts of products thereof for payment of the tax and penalties.  After deducting all costs,charges, taxes, and penalties due, the surplus from the proceeds of the sale shall be paid to the ownerof the mussels or parts of products thereof seized.Acts 1981, No. 837, §3, Amended by Acts 1981, No. 925, §1; Acts 1994, No. 27, §1.§452.  PenaltiesAny person who violates a Section of this Subpart for which no penalty is given has committeda class one violation and shall be punished as provided for in Part II.Acts 1994, No. 27, §1.
SUBPART D-1.  CLAMS §471.  Ownership of water bottoms A.  All water bottoms suitable for clamming within the state shall remain public with respect toclams and shall be subject to any and all restrictions contained herein.  B.  Nothing in this Subpart shall in any way affect the dredging of Rangia clam shells aspresently authorized.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 616, §1.  §472.  Severance tax Any person or firm licensed as a land based operator shall pay to the state a tax of three centsper barrel of clams processed or handled.  Any licensee shall pay to the state a tax of twenty centsper bushel for any bushels of shellstock shipped out of the state of Louisiana.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 616, §1.  Acts 1984, No. 230, §1, eff. June 29, 1984; Acts 1986, No. 904, §3.  NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§473.  Recreational possession limit; recreational gear regulations A.  A recreational fisherman can take no more than two bushels of clams per day.  B.  The department shall designate by regulation the types of rakes or tongs that can be used bya recreational fisherman.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 616, §1.  Acts 1984, No. 230, §1, eff. June 29, 1984.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §3. NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§474.  Time and method of taking clams A.  Dredging for clams between one-half hour after sunset and one-half hour before sunrise isprohibited.  
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B.  Clams may not be taken by any method other than by hand in any established bed of aquaticvegetation.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 616, §1; Acts 1992, No. 860, §1.  §475.  Approved ports Clams shall be off-loaded only at approved ports.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 616, §1.  §476.  License display The vessel license number shall be painted on the cabin roof or any other place which is easilyvisible from the air.  The letters shall be at least eight inches high and of appropriate width andprefaced with the letter "C".  Added by Acts 1979, No. 616, §1.  Acts 1986, No. 904, §3.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§477.  Division of water bottoms The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries after adequate technical review may divide the waterbottoms of the state into zones for the purpose of clamming.  The department in determining thenumber of zones may designate which and how often zones may be fished and how many clams maybe taken from any zone.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 616, §1.  §478.  Demarcation line A.  A line of demarcation shall be established between what is considered productive oysterareas and areas which have become nonproductive seaward of known productive oyster areas, butwhich can be considered productive clam areas.  This line should not be of a permanent nature butflexible according to changing environmental conditions, giving the oyster preference.  B.  During periods when it is unlawful to take oysters from the public seed grounds, it shall beunlawful to take clams from within the public seed grounds.  During these periods clams can onlybe taken seaward of the line of demarcation.The taking of clams by vessels properly licensed and permitted while engaging in normalclamming operations shall not be permitted in areas where active oyster production occurs.  It shallnot be unlawful to take clams incidental to the harvesting of oysters.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 616, §1.§479.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.§480.  Catch limitations In the event the commission should determine that any or all areas are being overharvested, thecommission is hereby authorized to impose catch rate limitations.  The commission should considercatch rate information obtained from monthly reports, meat yield data, coincidence of lowproduction in relation to clams as compared to other fisheries production for a given time frame, andany other information it deems pertinent in determining limitations.  Any such limitations shall bemade public no later than October 1 preceding the year affected.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 616, §1.



R.S. 56:491

206 – House of Representatives Database Wildlife and FisheriesOctober, 2010

§481.  Size limits It shall be illegal to possess clams of less than one inch measured from hinge to edge of shell.Clams shall be culled where taken and all clams of less than legal size shall be immediately returnedto the waters.  A tolerance of ten percent by count of any catch shall be allowed.  Added by Acts 1979, No. 616, §1.  §482.  Penalty provision Violation of any provision of this Subpart or of any commission regulation or rule adoptedpursuant to this Subpart shall constitute a class four violation.  Acts 1993, No. 83, §1.
SUBPART E.  TRAWLING, SEINING, AND SKIMMING§491.  DefinitionsFor the purposes of this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meaningascribed to them in this Section, unless the context clearly shows a different meaning:(1)(a)  "Saltwater shrimp" includes all species of shrimp of commercial or economic value foundin the coastal waters of the state and in the Gulf of Mexico contiguous to the Louisiana coast,including the white shrimp or "common saltwater shrimp"(Litopenaeus setiferus), also called the"lake shrimp"; the brown shrimp (Farfantepenaeus aztecus); the pink shrimp (Farfantepenaeusduorarum); the "sea bob" (Xiphopeneus kroyeri), also called "six barbes"; and any other shrimp orshrimplike species which may be taken from coastal waters or sold through commercial channels.(b)  "Freshwater shrimp" means the common river shrimp (Macrobrachium ohione) and the deltariver shrimp (Macrobrachium acanthurus).(2)  "Take", in its different tenses, includes the act of pursuing, netting, capturing, trapping,wounding, or killing by any means or device whatsoever; and it includes any attempt to seine, trawlfor, or catch saltwater shrimp.(3)  "Possess" in its different tenses, includes the act of having in possession or control, keeping,detaining, restraining, or holding as owner, or as agent, bailee, or custodian of another; and wheneverpossession, sale, or purchase of shrimp is prohibited, reference is made equally to such shrimpcoming from without the state as to that taken within the state.(4)  "Transport" in its different tenses, includes the act of shipping, attempting to ship, receivingor delivering for shipment, transporting, conveying, carrying, or exporting, by air, land, or water, orby any means whatsoever.(5)  "Processing" includes any method of preparing shrimp for the market, including drying,canning, packing, beheading, or freezing, but not the simple packing of fresh shrimp in ice duringtransportation.(6)  "Consumer" includes restaurants and other places where shrimp is prepared for consumptionor otherwise utilized, and includes persons using shrimp for bait.(7)  The "length of seines, trawls, or other netting" is the full measure of the extended net as inuse or in possession on the fishing grounds, when measured along the cork line between the pointswhere the webbing is attached to the rope at either end, and does not include the additional rope usedfor pulling the net or attaching it to the arm-poles or trawl boards.
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(8)  The "size of the mesh" of netting means the full measure of the mesh as found in use or inpossession on the fishing grounds, measuring the full "bar" stretched from the near side of one knotto the far side of the other.Amended by Acts 1958, No. 53, §1, emerg. eff. June 24, 1958; Acts 1997, No. 1163, §1, eff. July 14, 1997;Acts 2004, No. 126, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2004.§492.  Incidental by-catchNotwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, or any rule or regulation adopted bythe department or the commission, any commercial shrimping vessel may retain and any commercialfisherman may sell all southern flounder caught as by-catch on any shrimping trip.Acts 1997, No. 1163, §1, eff. July 14, 1997; Acts 1999, No. 220, §1.§493.  Control of shrimp fishery and industry The exclusive control of the shrimp fishery and the shrimp industry in Louisiana is vested in thedepartment, which shall enforce the laws regulating same.  All shrimp or parts thereof taken,possessed, or transported contrary to the provisions of this Subpart shall, when found, be confiscatedand disposed of by the department at its discretion.  Acts 1985, No. 876, §3, eff. July 23, 1985.  §494.  Louisiana Shrimp Task ForceA.  There is hereby established the Louisiana Shrimp Task Force to study and monitor theshrimp industry and to make recommendations to the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries and other state agencies for the maximization of benefit fromthat industry for the state of Louisiana and its citizens.B.  The task force shall be composed as follows:(1)  The governor or the governor's designee.(2)  Three members appointed by the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries: oneof whom shall be a marine biologist, one of whom shall be an enforcement agent, and one of whomshall be an economist.(3)  The commissioner of agriculture and forestry or the commissioner's designee.(4)  The secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals or the secretary's designee.(5)  Three members and three alternate members appointed by the governor each of whom shallpossess a commercial fisherman's license with a "certified" endorsement pursuant to R.S. 56:303(E),with four to be selected from a list of six nominees submitted by the Louisiana Shrimp Associationand two to be selected from a list of six nominees submitted by the secretary of the Department ofWildlife and Fisheries.(6)  One member appointed by the governor who is an active Louisiana dock buyer of shrimp.(7)  Three members and three alternate members appointed by the governor who are activeLouisiana shrimp processors, at least one of whom is selected from a list of three nomineessubmitted by the American Shrimp Processors Association.C.  The members appointed under the provisions of Paragraphs (B)(l) through (4) of this Sectionshall be nonvoting members. In addition, they shall not be considered members of the task force fordetermination of the number of members necessary for a quorum and for establishing the presenceof a quorum.
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D.  The task force shall adopt bylaws under which it shall operate, and four voting members ofthe task force shall constitute a quorum sufficient to conduct meetings and business of the task force.The governor shall appoint the chairman of the task force for a period of one year and thereafter, thetask force shall elect a chairman from its membership and may seek and receive assistance fromuniversities within the state in the development of methods to increase production and marketabilityof shrimp. The members of the task force shall serve without compensation; however, the task forcemay receive the same reimbursement of travel expenses for attending the meetings as is allowed forother state employees' travel.E.  The task force is hereby charged with responsibility to do the following:(1)  Coordinate efforts to increase shrimp production and marketability.(2)  Provide for the study of the decline in shrimp marketability and market price, provide forthe study of the impacts of imported shrimp on the domestic market, assist in the development of astate shrimp inspection program, assist in the development of a Louisiana shrimp certification andbranding program, and make recommendations to the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries, the Department of Natural Resources, the Department ofAgriculture and Forestry, and the Department of Health and Hospitals for implementation of policiesto help enhance the domestic shrimp industry.(3)  Make recommendations with respect to issues pertaining to the shrimp industry and shrimpproduction to the various state agencies charged with responsibility for differing elements of theshrimp industry in this state, including the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,  the Departmentof Natural Resources, and the Office of Coastal Protection and Restoration, the Department ofHealth and Hospitals, the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, and the legislature.F.  The activities of the Shrimp Task Force shall be funded through the Shrimp Marketing andPromotion Account of the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Fund (R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(b)(i)) and the"Shrimp Trade Petition Account" (R.S. 56:10(B)(1)(b)(ii)).Acts 2010, No. 606, §2.§495.  Defining inside and outside watersA.  Solely for the purpose of this Subpart, the shrimping waters of the state are divided into twoclasses, inside and outside waters.  The line of demarcation of the classes of water shall commenceat the coastal boundary between Texas and Louisiana and terminate at the coastal boundary betweenMississippi and Louisiana and is more particularly described as follows, to wit:(1)  Beginning at a point on the state line between Texas and Louisiana from "Texas Point",approx. lat. 29°41'00" N. and long. 93°50'15" W.(2)  Thence approx. N. 23°16' E., approx. 4000' to the southeast point of land of the Sabine Pass(Louisiana Point), lat. 29°41'42" N. long. 93°50'03" W.(3)  Thence in an easterly direction along the shoreline to the southwest point of land ofCalcasieu Pass, approx. lat. 29°45'33" N. long. 93°20'45" W.(4)  Thence N. 45°12' E. for approximately 1500' to the southeast point of land of Calcasieu Pass,lat. 29°45'48" N. long. 93°20'30" W.(5)  Thence easterly along shore to the most southwesterly point of land, lat. 29°45'30" N. long.93°07'30" W. at the mouth of the Mermentau River.(6)  Thence S. 78°15' E. for approx. 4000' to a point of land at lat. 29°45'21" N. long. 93°06'15"W. on the southeast side of the mouth of the Mermentau River.
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(7)  Thence along the shore to a point of land on the southwest side of Southwest Pass, lat.29°35'15" N. long. 92°02'32" W.(8)  Thence S. 65°45' E. to Lighthouse Point on the southeast side of Southwest Pass and themost westerly point of Marsh Island, lat. 29°34'39" N., long. 92°02'06" W.(9)  Thence along south shoreline to a point of land on the southeast side of Marsh Island knownas South Point, lat. 29°29'15" N. long. 91°45'48" W.(10)  Thence S. 74° 10' E. for approximately 52,786' to a platform at lat. 29°26'54" N. long.91°36'13" W.(11)  Thence S. 68°19" E. for approximately 57,515' to Eugene Island lat. 29°22'20" N. long.91°23'03" W.(12)  Thence S. 35°05' E. for approx. 16,000' to the most westerly point of land on Pointe Au FerIsland, known as Pointe Au Fer, approx. lat. 29°19'59" N. long. 91°21'09" W.(13)  Thence along the south shoreline to a point of land on the southwest side of the mouth ofOyster Bayou, lat. 29°13'12'' N. long.  91°07'53" W.(14)  Thence E. for approx. 1,000' to the point on the southeast shore of Oyster Bayou, lat.29°13'12" N. long. 91° 07'48" W.(15)  Thence along the south shore to a most southeasterly point of land on the west side ofBayou DeWest, lat. 29°11'01" N. long. 91°03'41" W.(16)  Thence N. 80°  E. for approx. 7,427' to the most southerly point of land on Pelican Island,lat. 29°11'13" N. long. 91°02'19" W.(17)  Thence S. 81°  E. for approx. 3,122' to the most southerly point of an island betweenPelican Pass and Taylors Bayou, lat.  29°11'09" N. long. 91°01'44" W.(18)  Thence S. 45°  E. for approximately 3,707' to a point of land on the southeast side of themouth of Taylors Bayou, lat. 29°10'43" N. long. 91°01'14" W.(19)  Thence S. 68° E. for approx. 3,286' to the most southeasterly point of land at the mouth ofJack Stout Bayou, lat. 29°10'31" N. long. 91°00'39" W.(20)  Thence along the south shoreline to a pipeline sign on the most easterly point of land onthe west side of the mouth of Grand Bayou du Large, lat. 29°11'01" N. long. 90°57'49" W.(21)  Thence N. 80°07' E. for approximately 3,510' to a point at the mouth of Fish Bayou, lat.29°10'55" N. long. 90°57'10" W.(22)  Thence in a southeast direction along the shoreline to the southeasterly most point on thewest shore of Bayou Grand Caillou lat. 29°10'27" N. long. 90°56'39" W.(23)  Thence S. 64°50' E. approximately 2,387' to the easterly side of Bayou Grand Caillou lat.29°10'16" N. long. 90°56'14" W.(24)  Thence in a southeast direction along the northeast shore of Caillou Bay to a most westerlypoint of land on the north side of Grand Pas Des Ilettes, lat. 29°07'02" N. long. 90°52'50" W.(25)  Thence S. 36° E., for approx. 3,000' to the most westerly point of land on the south sideof Grand Pas Des Ilettes, lat. 29°06'30" N. long. 90°52'43" W.(26)  Thence in a southeast direction along the northeast shore of Caillou Bay to the mostwesterly point on the north shore of Pass Wilson, lat. 29°04'60" N. long. 90°51'12" W.(27)  Thence in a southeasterly direction to the most westerly point on the south shore of PassWilson lat. 29°04'29" N., long. 90°51'08" W.
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(27.1)  Thence, along the shore to the most southeasterly point of land on the west side of a passbetween Pelican Lake and Bay Round lat. 29°03'57" N. long. 90°50'07" W.(28)  Thence in a southeasterly direction to the U.S. Coast Guard navigational light off thenorthwest shore of Caillou Boca, lat. 29° 03'10" N., long. 90° 50' 27" W.(29)  Thence south, southeast along the west, southwest coast of the island to 29°02'41" N. long.90°50'19" W.(30)  Thence along the south shore of the Isles Dernieres to the most easterly point on the westside of Whiskey Pass lat. 29°03'16" N. long. 90°48'03" W.(31)  Thence S. 74° E. approximately 11,258' to the most westerly point of land on the east sideof Whiskey Pass, lat. 29°02'44" N. long. 90°46'01" W.(32)  Thence in an easterly direction along the south shore of Isles Dernieres to a tank batteryon the east end of the Isles at Wine Island Pass, lat. 29° 04' 19" N., long. 90° 38' 29" W.(32)(a)  Thence in a northeasterly direction to the most easterly point of the Wine Island rockjetties, lat. 29° 05'38" N. long. 90° 36'30" N.(33)  Thence in a southeasterly direction to the tank battery on the west end of Timbalier Islandlat. 29° 05' 26" N., long. 90° 32' 16" W.(34)  Thence eastward along the south shore to a point of land on the northeast part of TimbalierIsland on the west side of Little Pass Timbalier lat. 29°03'42" N., long. 90°25'48" W.(35)  Thence N. 83°52' E. approximately 4.2 miles to the southwest point of land on EastTimbalier Island lat. 29°03'42" N., long. 90°20'24" W.(36)  Thence easterly along the south shoreline to a point of land most southwest at the mouthof Belle Pass, lat. 29°05'10" N. long. 90°13'36" W.(37)  Thence to the east side at a point of land most southerly at the mouth of Belle Pass, lat.29°05'07" N. long. 90°13'30" W.(38)  Thence easterly along the south shoreline to a point of land on the southwestern side ofCaminada Pass, lat. 29 degrees 11 minutes 24.540 seconds N. long. 90 degrees 02 minutes 46.597seconds W.(39)  Thence northwesterly along the southwestern shoreline of Caminada Pass to a point ofland, lat. 29 degrees 12 minutes 03.720 seconds N. long. 90 degrees 03 minutes 20.237 seconds W.(40)  Thence North 11 degrees 01 minutes 28 seconds East a distance of 1174 feet to a point onthe northwesterly shoreline of Caminada Pass, lat. 29 degrees 12 minutes 15.123 seconds N. long.90 degrees 03 minutes 17.705 seconds W.(41)  Thence northeasterly along the northwesterly shoreline of Caminada Pass to theintersection of an underground power line as marked by two platforms in Caminada Pass, lat. 29degrees 12 minutes 24.916 seconds N. long. 90 degrees 03 minutes 09.891 seconds W.(42)  Thence South 68 degrees 39 minutes 51 seconds East along the underground power lineas marked by two platforms in Caminada Pass, a distance of 3701 feet to the northwesterly shorelineof Grand Isle, lat. 29 degrees 12 minutes 11.583 seconds N. 90 degrees 02 minutes 30.991 secondsW. (43)  Thence southwesterly along the northwesterly shoreline of Grand Isle to a point of land,lat. 29 degrees 11 minutes 55.443 seconds N. long. 90 degrees 02 minutes 25.426 seconds W.(44)  Thence along the south shoreline to the most easterly point of Grand Isle at Barataria Pass,lat. 29° 16' N. long. 89° 57' 15" W.
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(45)  Thence N. 5° 10' E. for 2,135' to the Sea Buoy (green blinking light on turning buoy)  atlat. 29° 16' 21" N. long 89° 57' 13" E.(46)  Thence N. 87° 03' 22" E. for 2,570' to Fort Livingston ruins lat. 29° 16' 22" N. long. 89°56' 44" W.(46.1)  Thence easterly along the south shoreline of Grand Terre Island to a point of land mosteasterly on the west side of Pass Able at N 29° 17' 49.2" W 89° 54' 28.2".(46.2)  Thence easterly at approximately 60° for 1.29 miles across to the eastern side of the passto a point at N29° 18' 28.8" W 89° 53' 25.8".(47)  Thence along the shoreline for approximately 1.45 miles to the easterly most point of landon the west side of Quartre Bayou Pass at N 29° 18' 44.6" W 89° 51' 32".(47.1)  Thence northeasterly at 67° for approximately .93 miles across Quartre Bayou Pass tothe western point of land on the east side of Quartre Bayou Pass at N 29° 19' 5.2" W 89° 50' 32.5".(47.2)  Thence along the southern shoreline for .33 miles to a point on the western side of a washout below Bay Long at N 29° 19" 4.8" W 89° 50' 9.9".(48)  Thence easterly at 90° for approximately .79 miles across to the eastern side of the washout at N 29° 19' 3.3" W 89° 49' 15.8".(48.1)  Thence for 1.90 miles along the southern shoreline to the most easterly point of land onthe west side of an opening known as Shell Cut at N 29° 18' 56.8" W 89° 47' 5.6".(48.2)  Thence across to the western most point on the eastern side of Shell Cut at N 29° 18'56.8" W 89° 47' 5.6".(49)  Thence for approximately 2.54 miles along the southern shoreline to the eastern most pointof land on the western side of Chaland Pass at N 29° 18' 29.2" W 89° 44' 8.4".(50)  Thence east to the most westerly point of land on the east side of the mouth of ChalandPass at N 29° 18' 31" W 89° 44' 6.3".(51)  Thence along the south shore for approximately 2.86 miles to the easterly point of land onthe west side of Grand Bayou Pass at N 29° 17' 40.8" W 89° 40' 58.8".(51.1)  Thence across the pass to the westerly most point of land on the east side of Grand BayouPass at N 29° 17' 40.3" W 89° 40' 57.4".(52)  Thence along the south shoreline for approximately 1.22 miles to a point of land on thewest side of the wash out below Shell Island Bay at N 29° 17' 21.7" W 89° 39' 37.1".(52.1)  Thence easterly at 113° for approximately 1.74 miles across to the east side of thewashout below Shell Island Bay at N 29° 16' 39.3" W 89° 37' 47.5".(52.2)  Thence along the shoreline for approximately 1.56 miles to a point of land on the westernside of Empire Canal at N 29° 15' 43.5" W 89° 37' 47.5".(52.3)  Thence southeasterly across the Empire Channel at 127° for approximately .21 miles toa point of land on the eastern side of the Empire Canal at N 29° 15' 29.8" W 89° 36' 19.9".(52.4)  Thence south along the eastern side of the Empire Canal for approximately .32 miles toa point of land at N 29° 15' 12.3" W 89° 36' 24.7".(53)  Thence easterly along the south shoreline of Pelican Island for approximately 2.21 milesto the eastern most point of land on the west side of the mouth of Scofield Bayou at N 29° 14' 47.1"W 89° 33' 54.5".(54)  Thence across the mouth of Scofield Bayou for approximately .17 miles to a point on theeastern side at N 29° 14' 55.3" W 89°33'51.3".
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(54.1)  Thence along the shoreline for 2.46 miles to a point of land on the west side of a washoutbelow Bay Coquette at N 29° 13' 57.9" W 89° 30' 59.0".(54.2)  Thence eastward at 116° for .69 miles across the washout to a point of land below BayCoquette at N 29° 13' 38.6" W 89° 30' 16.8".(55)  Thence along the south shoreline for .22 miles to the easterly point of land on the west sideof the mouth of Sandy Point Bay at N 29° 13' 39.4" W 89° 30' 1.5".(55.1)  Thence at 126° for .86 miles across the mouth of Sandy Point Bay to a point of land onthe west side of Sandy Point Island at N 29° 13' 7.9" W 89° 29' 14.6".(55.2)  Thence along the south shoreline for .30 miles to a point on the eastern side of SandyPoint Island at N 29° 13' 1.9" W 89° 28' 55.5".(56)  Thence for .51 miles to a point of land on the east side of Sandy Point Bay at N 29° 12'52.4" W 89° 28' 22.2".(56.1)  Thence easterly across a canal to a point of land at N 29° 12' 51.2" W 89° 28' 19.6".(56.2)  Thence southerly across the opening of a canal to a  point of land at N 29° 12' 46.6" W89° 28' 11.4".(56.3)  Thence along the shore to a point of land on the north side of Red Pass at N 29° 12' 39.4"W 89° 28' 11.4".(56.4)  Thence across to the south side of Red Pass at N 29° 12' 35.7" W 89° 28' 13.4".(56.5)  Thence southeasterly along the shore for approximately 2.05 miles to the west side of awashout at N 29° 10' 55.2" W 89° 26' 53.5".(56.6)  Thence at 152° for 1.08 miles across to the east side of a washout at a point of land at N29° 09' 58.1" W 89° 26' 20.4".(57)  Thence approximately 1.69 miles at 152° to the red buoy #10 on the east side of Tiger Passat N 29° 8' 27" W 89° 25' 28".(58)  Thence southeasterly at 128° for 2.11 miles to a point of land at N 29° 7' 8" W 89° 23' 35".(59)  Thence at 75° for approximately 1.15 miles to the radio tower at N 29° 7' 25" W 89° 23'19".(60)  Thence 139° for approximately 2.53 miles to a manifold platform on the east side of GrandPass at N 29° 5' 28" W 89° 20' 26".(61)  Thence S. 74'06" E. approximately 4,170' to a point of land on the east side of the mouthof Grand Pass, lat. 29° 04'30" N. long. 89° 21'09" W.(62)  Thence 183° for 2.02 miles to a point of land west of Double Bayou at N 29° 3' 27" W 89°20' 38".(63)  Thence along the east shoreline of West Bay to a most southerly point of land on the westside of the mouth of Southwest Pass, lat. 28° 55'50" N., long. 89° 25'00" W.(64)  Thence southeast to the most southerly point of land on the east side of the mouth ofSouthwest Pass, lat. 28° 55'30" N., long. 89° 24'42" W.(65)  Thence northeast along the west shore of East Bay to the mouth of Joseph Bayou, lat. 29°03'36" N., long. 89° 15'37" W.(66)  Thence due east for approx. 14,000' to a point of land lat. 29° 03'36" N., long. 89° 12' 51"W.
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(67)  Thence south along the east shoreline of East Bay to a most southerly point of land on thewest side of South Pass, lat. 28° 59' N., long. 89° 08'42" W.(68)  Thence northwest along the west shore of Garden Island Bay to a most southerly point ofland on the west side of Cadro Pass, lat. 29° 03'36" N., long. 89° 09'42" W.(69)  Thence N. 78° 59" E. for approximately 3,500' to a point of land on the west side of themouth of Dennis Pass, lat. 29° 02'42" N. long. 89° 09'03" W.(70)  Thence N. 47° 17' E. for approximately 14,600' to the most easterly point of land onLookout Island, lat. 29° 04'18" N., long. 89° 07' W.(71)  Thence S. 71° 38' E. approx. 9,000' to the most southerly point of land on the southwestside of Southeast Pass, lat. 29° 04'06" N., long. 89° 03'45" W.(72)  Thence N. 20° 45' E. to the most easterly point on the north side of Northeast Pass, lat. 29°08'15" N., long. 89° 01'37" W.(73)  Thence north 37° 20' E. for approx. 4,000' to the most easterly point of land on ThomasinLumps, lat. 29° 10' N., long. 89° 00'20" W.(74)  Thence N. 20° 20' W. for approx. 6,000' to the most easterly point of the north side of themouth of North Pass, lat. 29° 13' N., long. 89° 01'18" W.(75)  Thence in a southwesterly direction to the most northerly point on the east shore ofThomasin Bayou, lat. 29° 13'05" N., long. 89° 03'11" W.(76)  Thence S. 70° W., for approx. 7,700' to the most northerly point on the E. shore of MeyersBayou, lat. 29° 12'30" N., long. 89° 04'30" W.(77)  Thence in a southerly direction to a point in the most southeasterly portion of CustomhouseBay, lat. 29° 11'39" N., long. 89° 04' W.(78)  Thence in a southwesterly direction along the south shore of Customhouse Bay to U.S.C.& G.S. Station Lout 1955, lat. 29° 11'19" N., long. 89° 05'19" W.(79)  Thence in a northerly direction along the west shore of Customhouse Bay to the mostnortherly point on the East shore of Willies Bayou, lat. 29° 12'09" N., long. 89° 05'32" W.(80)  Thence in a northwesterly direction along the shore to the most northerly point on the eastshore of Tommy Dantz Bayou, lat. 29° 12'24" N., long. 89° 06'33" W.(81)  Thence N. 50° 30' W. for approx. 2,500' to the most easterly point on the north shore ofHingle Pass, lat. 29° 12'48" N., long. 89° 06'48" W.(82)  Thence in a northerly direction to the most northerly point on the east shore of RaphaelPass, lat. 29° 13'06" N., long. 89° 07' W.(83)  Thence N. 45° W. for approx. 4,800' to the most easterly point on the south shore ofTwenty-Seven Pass, lat. 29° 14' N., long. 89° 07'32" W.(84)  Thence in a northerly direction to the most easterly point on the south shore of DeadWomen Pass, lat. 29° 15' N., long. 89° 07'21" W.(85)  Thence N. 18° 30' W. for approx. 2,200' to the most northerly point on the north shore ofDead Women Pass, lat. 29° 15'38" N., long. 89° 07'03" W.(86)  Thence N. 59° 30' W. for approx. 7,000' to Harris (BSE) Station, lat. 29° 16'28" N., long.89° 08'05" W.(87)  Thence in a northerly direction along the shore to the most northerly point on the east shoreof Contrariete Pass, lat. 29° 16'45" N., long. 89° 08'06" W.
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(88)  Thence in a northwesterly direction along the shore to the most northerly point on the eastshore of Bienvenue Pass, lat. 29° 17'12" N., long. 89° 08'15" W.(89)  Thence in a westerly direction along shore to Octave (BSE)  Station, lat. 29° 17'27" N.,long. 89° 09'15" W.(90)  Thence in a northerly direction along shore to the most northerly point of the east shore ofthe east fork of Gaspar Bayou, lat. 29° 17'45" N., long. 89° 09'18" W.(91)  Thence in a northwesterly direction along the shore to the most northerly point on the eastshore of the west fork of Gaspar Bayou, lat. 29° 18'00" N., long. 89° 09'39" W.(92)  Thence N. 46° W., approx. 5,000' to the most easterly point on the north side of Delta Pass,lat. 29° 18'48" N., long. 89° 10'06" W.(93)  Thence N. 36° 30' W., approx. 14,000' to the most northerly point on the east side of MainPass, lat. 29° 20'48" N., long. 89° 11'21" W.(94)  Thence N. 70° W., approx. 4,000' to the most northerly point on the west shore of MainPass, lat. 29° 21'09" N., long. 89° 12'06" W.(95)  Thence in a southwesterly direction along the shore to the most northerly point on the eastshore of Octave Pass, lat. 29° 19'51" N., long. 89° 12'53" W.(96)  Thence in a southwesterly direction along the shore to the most westerly point of the northshore of Battery Bayou, lat. 29° 18'18" N., long. 89° 13'45" W.(97)  Thence in a west, northwest direction along the shore to the most northerly point on thewest shore of Spoonbill Bend which is also the most northerly point on the east shore of East ForkPass, lat. 29° 18'39" N., long. 89° 14'32" W.(98)  Thence in a northwesterly direction along shore to the most northerly point on the eastshore of Emeline Pass, lat. 29° 20'54" N., long. 89° 16'03" W.(99)  Thence N. 81° 33' W. for approximately 3,680' to the most northerly point on the westshore of Kimbel Pass, lat. 29° 21' N. long. 89° 16'44" W.(99.1)  Thence from Kimble Pass for approximately 1.32 miles to a lighted buoy #18 of BaptisteCollete at N 29° 21' 35.6" W 89° 18' 9.0".(100)  Thence from #18 buoy at 305° for 1.91 miles to the south side of Taylor Pass at N 29° 22'43.3" W 89° 19' 54.7".(101)  Thence N. 47° E., for approx. 47,000' to the most westerly point of land of Breton Island,lat. 29° 27'45" N., long. 89° 12'54" W.(102)  Thence along the southeast shoreline to the most northeasterly point of land, lat. 29°28'03" N., long. 89° 11'12" W.(103)  Thence N. 58° 05' E. for approx. 9,000' to the most westerly point of land of GosierIsland, lat. 29° 31'12" N., long. 89° 05'45" W.(104)  Thence along the east shore to the most northerly point of land of Gosier Island, lat. 29°33'42" N., long. 89° 02'45" W.(105)  Thence N. 43° 30' E. for approx. 13,000' to the most easterly point of land of CurlewIslands, lat. 29° 37'54" N., long. 88° 58'48" W.(106)  Thence N. 37° 30' E. for approximately 56,700' to a point of land on the southeast sideof Chandeleur Islands lat. 29° 45'12" N., long. 88° 52'06" W.
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(107)  Thence northerly along the east shoreline of the Chandeleur Islands, going north to theChandeleur light, lat. 30 degrees 02'52" N., long. 88 degrees 52'18" W., terminating at theMississippi boundary.(108)  Repealed by Acts 1991, No. 946, §2.B.  All waters of the state shoreward of the line described in Subsection A hereof within whichthe tide regularly rises and falls or into which salt water shrimp migrate are inside waters.  All watersseaward of the line described in Subsection A of this Section are outside waters.C.  For the purpose of determining if a person is shrimping in inside or outside waters, referenceshall be made by LORAN C navigational instrument readings or global positioning satellite (GPS)navigational instrument readings for a vessel located on or in proximity to the boundary line betweenopen and closed waters as set forth in Subsection A of this Section.D.  For the purposes of this Section, the department shall utilize LORAN C or GPS navigationalinstrument readings taken from such equipment located on department vessels or, if the shrimpingvessel is equipped with LORAN C or GPS equipment, from the equipment located on the shrimpingvessel.Amended by Acts 1956, No. 92, §1; Acts 1958, No. 53, §3; Acts 1962, No. 452, §1; Acts 1971, No. 99, §1;Acts 1972, No. 203, §1; Acts 1977, No. 127, §1; Acts 1986, No. 554, §1; Acts 1987, No. 876, §1, eff. July 20,1987; Acts 1988, No. 894, §1, eff. July 21, 1988; Acts 1989, No. 607, §1, eff. July 6, 1989; Acts 1990, No. 549,§1, eff. July 19, 1990; Acts 1991, No. 946, §§1 and 2; Acts 1992, No. 568, §1; Acts 1992, No. 641, §1; Acts1993, No. 241, §1; Acts 1997, No. 446, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1998; Acts 1999, No. 182, §1; Acts 2004, No. 162, §1.§495.1.  Trawling vessels; size of trawls; butterfly netsA.(1)  No trawling shall be permitted in inside waters during the closed season.  No vessel maypull more than the following trawl rigging in inside waters:(a)  One trawl which shall not exceed fifty feet in length along the corkline and sixty-six feetalong the lead line and in addition, one test trawl.(b)  Two trawls which shall not exceed twenty-five feet along the corkline, thirty-three feet alongthe lead line, and have trawl doors no larger than eight feet in length and forty-three inches in heightand, in addition, one test trawl.(c)  Two trawls which shall not exceed twenty-five feet along the corkline, thirty-three feet alongthe lead line, and have no more than two outer trawl doors no larger than eight feet in length andforty-three inches in height and no more than two inner sled doors, and in addition, one test trawl.(2)  It shall be legal for a vessel in Breton and Chandeleur Sounds to pull no more than one ortwo trawls, either or both of which cannot exceed sixty-five feet along the corkline and eighty-twofeet along the lead line in length, plus one test trawl.  The boundary of Breton and ChandeleurSounds for the use of these trawls shall be as follows:  Beginning at the most northerly point on thesouth side of Taylor Pass, latitude 29 degrees 22 minutes 50.4 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 20minutes 3.8 seconds W. which is on the inside-outside shrimp line as described in R.S. 56:495;thence westerly to Deep Water Point, latitude 29 degrees 23 minutes 24.7 seconds N., longitude 89degrees 22 minutes 49.8 seconds W.; thence westerly to Coquille Point, latitude 29 degrees  23minutes 18.0 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 23 minutes 57.7 seconds W.; thence westerly toRaccoon Point, latitude 29 degrees 24 minutes 02.3 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees  28 minutes05.7 seconds W.; thence northwesterly to California Point, latitude 29 degrees 27 minutes 21.7seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 31 minutes 19.7 seconds W.; thence northerly to MozambiquePoint, latitude 29 degrees 37 minutes 43.4 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 29 minutes 27.4 secondsW.; thence northeasterly to Grace Point (red light no. 62 on the MRGO), latitude 29 degrees 40minutes 40.5 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 23 minutes 08.0 seconds W.; thence northerly to



R.S. 56:495.1

216 – House of Representatives Database Wildlife and FisheriesOctober, 2010

Deadman Point, latitude 29 degrees  44 minutes 23.0 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 21 minutes09.0 seconds W.; thence easterly to Point Lydia, latitude 29 degrees 45 minutes 48.0 seconds N.,longitude 89 degrees 17 minutes 10.0 seconds W.; thence northerly to Point Comfort, latitude 29degrees 49 minutes 33.7 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 14 minutes 42.7 seconds W.; thencenortherly to the most easterly point of Mitchell Island, latitude 29 degrees 53 minutes 46.0 secondsN., longitude 89 degrees 12 minutes 22.0 seconds W.; thence northerly to the most easterly point onMartin Island, latitude 29 degrees 57 minutes 29.6 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 11 minutes 36.6seconds W.; thence northerly to the most easterly point on Brush Island, latitude 30 degrees 02minutes 38.6 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 10 minutes 23.6 seconds W.; thence northerly to DoorPoint, latitude 30 degrees 03 minutes 46.0 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 10 minutes 36.0 secondsW.; thence northerly to the most easterly point on Isle Au Pitre, latitude 30 degrees 09 minutes 20.5seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 11 minutes 15.5 seconds W.; thence north 03 degrees 20 minutes13 seconds east (grid) a distance of 20001.25 feet (grid) to a point on the Louisiana-MississippiLateral Boundary, latitude 30 degrees 12 minutes 37.9056 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 10minutes 57.9725 seconds W.; thence south 60 degrees 20 minutes 06 seconds east (grid) along theLouisiana-Mississippi Lateral Boundary a distance of 31555.93 feet (grid), latitude 30 degrees 09minutes 58.1371 seconds N., longitude 89 degrees 05 minutes 48.9910 seconds W.; thence south 82degrees 53 minutes 54 seconds east (grid) continuing along the Louisiana-Mississippi LateralBoundary a distance of 72650.64 feet, latitude 30 degrees 08 minutes 14.6070 seconds N., longitude88 degrees 52 minutes 10.0766 seconds W.; thence south 0 degrees 03 minutes 38 seconds west(grid) a distance of 32493.40 feet (grid) to the Chandeleur Light, latitude 30 degrees 02 minutes53.0312 seconds N., longitude 88  degrees 52 minutes 18.4173 seconds W., which is on the inside-outside shrimp line as described in R.S. 56:495; thence southerly along the inside-outside shrimp lineas described in R.S. 56:495 to the point of beginning.(3)  "Test trawl", as used in this Section, means a trawl which is not more than sixteen feet alongthe corkline or twenty feet along the lead line or head rope.B.  Fishing with a butterfly net or skimmer net shall be prohibited in inside waters during theclosed season.C.  In outside waters, no vessel shall pull more than four trawls and one test trawl.D.  Violation of the provisions of this Section shall constitute a class four violation.E.(1)  In addition to any and all other penalties, for the first conviction of shrimping during theclosed season, the court may revoke or suspend the violator's trawl, skimmer, and butterfly gearlicenses for one year from the date of the conviction.  During such revocation or suspension, theviolator may be present on a vessel harvesting or possessing shrimp or possessing a trawl, skimmer,or butterfly net, only if the vessel is equipped with and employs an operating vessel monitoringsystem which is accessible to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  The court shall sentencethe violator to perform forty hours of community service. If a litter abatement community serviceis available, the hours shall be served in a community service litter abatement program.(2)  For the second conviction of shrimping during the closed season, the court shall revoke orsuspend the violator's trawl, skimmer, or butterfly gear licenses for three years from the date of thesecond conviction.  During such revocation or suspension, the violator may be present on a vesselharvesting or possessing shrimp or possessing a trawl, skimmer, or butterfly net, only if the vesselis equipped with and employs an operating vessel monitoring system which is accessible to theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries.  In lieu of the mandatory jail requirement found in R.S. 56:34,the court may sentence the offender to perform the corresponding amount of jail days in communityservice.  If a litter abatement community service is available, the hours shall be served in acommunity service litter abatement program.
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(3)  For the third and subsequent convictions of shrimping during the closed season, the courtshall revoke or suspend the violator's trawl, skimmer, or butterfly gear licenses for ten years fromthe date of the last conviction.  During such revocation or suspension, the violator may be presenton a vessel harvesting or possessing shrimp or possessing a trawl, skimmer, or butterfly net, only ifthe vessel is equipped with and employs an operating vessel monitoring system which is accessibleto the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  In lieu of the mandatory jail requirement found in R.S.56:34, except for thirty days of the requirement, the court may sentence the offender to perform thecorresponding amount of jail days in community service.  If a litter abatement community serviceis available, the hours shall be served in a community service litter abatement program.F.(1)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, in Louisiana offshoreterritorial waters extending from the Texas state line to the Mississippi state line, each shrimpingvessel shall, in addition to one test trawl, only use nets that do not exceed a total maximum per vesselof one hundred thirty feet of corkline and one hundred sixty-five feet of lead line.(2)  In addition to any other penalties provided by law, violation of the provisions of thisSubsection shall constitute a class four violation.(3)  The provisions of this Subsection shall supersede and control to the extent of any conflictwith any other provision of law.G.  Any person required to be on board a vessel with an approved vessel monitoring system shallcomply with all rules and regulations adopted by the department to ensure compliance with vesselmonitoring system requirements. The cost of a vessel monitoring system shall be the responsibilityof the person required to be on such vessel.  The department shall determine approved vesselmonitoring systems.Added by Acts 1962, No. 452, §2.  Amended by Acts 1964, No. 490, §1; Acts 1971, No. 179, §1; Acts 1977,No. 549, §§1, 2; Acts 1978, No. 295, §1, eff. July 10, 1978; Acts 1979, No. 291, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3;Acts 1983, No. 600, §1; Acts 1984, No. 692, §1; Acts 1985, No. 657, §1, eff. July 16, 1985; Acts 1986, No. 864,§1; Acts 1986, No. 904, §3; SCR No. 60, 1987; Acts 1988, No. 958, §1, eff. July 27, 1988; Acts 1988, No. 894,§1, eff. July 21, 1988; Acts 1990, No. 250, §1, eff. July 3, 1990; Acts 1991, No. 258, §1; Acts 1991, No. 931,§1; Acts 1995, No. 1140, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 262, §1, eff. June 17, 1997; Acts 1997, No.277, §1; Acts 1999, No. 421, §1; Acts 2001, No. 148, §1; Acts 2005, No. 102, §1; Acts 2005, No. 183, §1; Acts2008, No. 320, §1, eff. Aug. 1, 2008.§496.  Residence requirements; exception Any persons, firm or association operating a shrimp processing plant in this state may take saltwater shrimp from the waters of this state and process them.  Any restrictions affecting non-resident persons from taking or processing salt water shrimp doesnot apply to the citizens of any state which grant equal privileges or licenses to the citizens of thisstate and which said states have entered into the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Compact under 1950R.S. 46:41 etc. Amended by Acts 1952, No. 627, §1.  §497.  Saltwater shrimp seasons; bait shrimpA.(1)  No person shall take, have in possession, sell, or offer for sale any saltwater shrimp takenfrom state waters except in open seasons.(2)  The open seasons for all or part of the state waters shall be fixed by the commission, withthe exception of the spring brown shrimp season in that portion of Louisiana's inshore waters fromthe eastern shore of South Pass of the Mississippi River westward to the western shore of VermilionBay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island.  The spring brown shrimp seasons in this area shall be



R.S. 56:497

218 – House of Representatives Database Wildlife and FisheriesOctober, 2010

opened by the commission no later than the third Monday in May after considering the department'sprojection as to when fifty percent of the brown shrimp crop will be one hundred per pound orgreater.  The commission, through the secretary, shall close the season based on biological andtechnical data.(3)  The commission shall have the authority to open or close outside waters by zone each yearas it deems appropriate upon inspection of and based upon technical and biological data whichindicates that marketable shrimp, in sufficient quantities, are available for harvest.(4)  The commission shall conduct a public hearing prior to determining whether or not to openor close a regular or special season.  The commission shall give at least three days notice prior to thehearing on the decision to open or close a regular shrimp season and at least three days notice priorto the hearing on the decision to open or close a special season.  Notice shall consist of a newsrelease to the news media.  The notice shall set forth the agenda and the date, time, and place foreach hearing.  At the public hearing, the commission shall adopt written reasons for its decision andsuch reasons shall specify the biological and technical data on which the decision is based and themarket standard by which the data is evaluated.  Such decision shall not be effective until at leastseventy-two hours after the decision is made.(5)  The closing of outside waters to shrimping shall not be construed as prohibiting or otherwiseaffecting the trawling for finfish or underutilized species as defined in R.S. 56:8.(6)  The commission shall also have the right to set special shrimp seasons for all or part of thestate waters.  Opening of the seasons shall be based upon the best biological and technical datapresented to the commission which indicates that marketable shrimp, in sufficient quantities, areavailable for harvest.(7)  The commission shall fix no less than two open seasons each calendar year for all insidewaters by zone, based upon biological and technical data which indicates that marketable shrimp,in sufficient quantities, are available for harvest.(8)  No open season date shall begin on a Sunday.(9)  The commission may delegate to the secretary the powers, duties, and authority providedby this Section.B.(1)  Saltwater shrimp legally taken and processed within the state may be bought and sold atany time.  Saltwater shrimp in their fresh state legally taken during the open seasons in state watersmay be possessed for five days following the last day of each open season.(2)  Bait shrimp may be taken in state waters during the closed seasons, but only in cast nets; dipnets with a diameter not to exceed three feet operated only by hand without any mechanical deviceor pulley whatsoever; bait traps; and bait seines in compliance with R.S. 56:323 and 500(B).  Noshrimp may be taken in state waters during closed seasons with the use of a butterfly net, paupier,skimmer net, trawl, night trawl, or beam trawl except as set forth in this Subpart.C.(1)  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is authorized to adopt rules andregulations for a special bait dealers permit and to allow the taking of live bait shrimp by qualifiedpermit holders during the closed season beginning May first of each year and between the spring andfall shrimp seasons pursuant to such rules and regulations.  The fee for such permit shall be onehundred ten dollars, and the permit may be purchased any time between January first and Aprilthirtieth of each year.  All revenues received through the sale of such permits shall be used for theadministration of the bait dealer program.(2)  Violations of the bait shrimp regulations shall constitute a class four violation.  In addition,the permittee shall forfeit the permit and any bond posted for the permit and shall be ineligible fora bait shrimp permit for one year from the date of conviction.



R.S. 56:498

Wildlife and Fisheries House of Representatives Database – 219October, 2010

D.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section shall constitute a class four violation.Amended by Acts 1954, No. 348, §1; Acts 1958, No. 53, §4; Acts 1962, No. 452, §3; Acts 1964, No. 490,§1; Acts 1966, No. 54, §1; Acts 1968, Ex.Sess., No. 53, §1; Acts 1969, No. 60, §1; Acts 1970, No. 504, §1; Acts1974, No. 490, §1; Acts 1976, No. 238, §1; Acts 1984, No. 300, §1; Acts 1984, No. 692, §1; Acts 1984, No.120, §1; Acts 1986, No. 570, §1; Acts 1987, No. 576, §1; H.C.R. No. 136, 1987 R.S.; Acts 1988, No. 893, §1,eff. July 21, 1988; Acts 1989, No. 510, §1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1995, No. 1080,§1; Acts 1997, No. 277, §1; Acts 1997, No. 871, §1, eff. May 15, 1998; Acts 1999, No. 185, §1; Acts 2001, No.83, §1, eff. May 24, 2001; Acts 2004, No. 162, §1; Acts 2009, No. 115, §1.§497.1.  Trawl, skimmer, or butterfly gear license eligibilityA.  Any person convicted of commercial or recreational shrimping during the closed seasontwice within a five-year period shall not be eligible to hold a trawl, skimmer, or butterfly gear licensefor a period of three years from the date of the second conviction.B.  Any  person convicted of commercial or recreational shrimping during the closed seasonthree or more times during a five-year period shall not be eligible to hold a trawl, skimmer, orbutterfly gear license for a period of ten years from the date of the third or subsequent conviction.C.  Any person who is ineligible to hold a trawl, skimmer, or butterfly net gear license pursuantto the provisions of this Section is prohibited from engaging in commercial or recreational shrimpingor being aboard a vessel harvesting or possessing shrimp or possessing a trawl, skimmer, or butterflynet gear unless the vessel is equipped with and employs an approved operating vessel monitoringsystem which is accessible to the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  A violation of this provisionshall constitute a class four violation.Acts 2005, No. 102, §1.§498.  Size limit A.  During the spring open season defined in R.S. 56:497(A), there shall be no limitation as tocount on any saltwater shrimp taken or held in possession.  B.(1)  Except as otherwise provided in this Section, the possession count on saltwater whiteshrimp for each cargo lot shall average no more than one hundred whole specimens to the pound.This possession count shall be determined by counting the number of shrimp contained in tworandom separate three-pound samples taken from each cargo lot of shrimp.  The first sample shallbe taken and counted by an agent of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the second sampleshall be taken and counted by the fisherman.  The average number of specimens from thecombination of these two samples shall be used to determine the count per pound.  A "cargo lot" asused herein shall mean a container, basket, box, chest, bin, hole, or storage compartment in whichshrimp are kept for transport.  However, during the time period from October fifteenth through thethird Monday in December, there shall be no possession count on saltwater white shrimp taken orpossessed.  Such count shall apply to the taking or possession of such shrimp aboard a vessel, exceptfor shrimp that are documented as having been legally taken in other states or countries and importedinto this state.  (2)  When more than fifty percent by weight of the saltwater shrimp taken or possessed is seabobs or brown shrimp, then the maximum allowable amount of undersized white shrimp taken orpossessed shall not exceed ten percent by weight of the total saltwater shrimp taken or possessed.C.  The restriction as to count provided in R.S. 56:498(B)(1) shall not apply to "sea bobs"(Xiphopeneus Kroyeri), also called "six barbes".  D.  There shall be no size limit on bait shrimp taken in the manner prescribed in R.S. 56:497(B).Amended by Acts 1950, No. 544, §1; Acts 1958, No. 53, §5; Acts 1962, No. 452, §4; Acts 1984, No. 586,§1; Acts 1989, No. 85, §1, eff. June 16, 1989; Acts 1989, No. 489, §1, eff. July 1, 1989; Acts 1991, No. 946,§1; Acts 1992, No. 619, §1, eff. July 2, 1992; Acts 1993, No. 443, §1, eff. June 9, 1993.  
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§499.  Trawls, butterfly, and skimmer nets, and cast nets; size of mesh; length; diameter ofbutterfly and skimmer nets extensions; prohibited devicesA.  Saltwater shrimp may be taken by means of trawls, butterfly nets, skimmer nets, or cast netsand by no other means except as provided in R.S. 56:497(B) and R.S. 56:571.B.(1)  No person shall take saltwater shrimp with any trawl, skimmer net, or butterfly net witha mesh size less than five-eighths of an inch square or one and one-fourth of an inch stretched.  Notrawl, skimmer net, or butterfly net may be used in closed waters.  No person shall use a doublebutterfly net having an individual net frame more than twelve feet measured horizontally orvertically, whichever distance is greater, each or a single stationary butterfly net having an individualnet frame greater than twenty-two feet measured horizontally or vertically, whichever distance isgreater, except that persons on a vessel may use a double butterfly net having individual net framesof not more than sixteen feet measured horizontally or twelve feet measured vertically, each.  Noperson on a vessel shall use a double skimmer net having an individual net frame more than sixteenfeet measured horizontally or twelve feet measured vertically or twenty feet measured diagonally.Reinforcement framing that may be attached to the net frame shall not be considered in determiningthe dimensions of a double skimmer net.  No double skimmer net shall have a lead line measuringmore than twenty-eight feet for each net.  No person shall tie individual skimmer nets together toexceed the herein stated specifications or use any trawl in conjunction with a butterfly or skimmer.Operation of butterfly and skimmer nets shall in no way impede or restrict normal navigation.  Askimmer or butterfly net may be mounted no more than twenty-four inches from the side of thevessel.(2)  Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection to the contrary, noperson shall take saltwater shrimp with a trawl, skimmer net, or butterfly net with a mesh size of lessthan  five-eighths of an inch square or one and one-fourth of an inch stretched in inside waters duringthe fall inshore shrimp season, except in that portion of the state's inside waters from the AtchafalayaRiver west to the western shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island, mesh sizeshall be no less than three-quarters of an inch square or one and one-half of an inch stretched ininside waters during the fall inshore shrimp season.C.  No person shall use sweeper devices, leads, extensions, wings, or other attachments inconjunction with or attached to butterfly nets or skimmer nets.D.(1)(a)  No person may operate a stationary shrimp net within one thousand feet upstream fromanother stationary shrimp net that is attached or moored to a wharf or platform that has beenpermitted by the United States Army Corps of Engineers.(b)  However, if two permitted wharves or platforms are located within one thousand feet of eachother, the owner of the upstream wharf or platform may attach a stationary shrimp net thereto if anyone of the following applies:(i)  His permit from the corps of engineers was issued prior to the effective date of this Section.(ii)  His permit from the corps of engineers was issued prior to the permit for the downstreamwharf or platform.(iii)  The owner of the downstream wharf or platform does not operate a stationary shrimp net.(2)  For purposes of this Subsection, stationary shrimp net means any net for taking shrimp,including a butterfly or skimmer net, that is attached to the water bottom, bank, or a fixed structure.(3)  A violation of this Subsection shall be a class one violation.Acts 1985, No. 908, §1; Acts 1986, No. 904, §2; Acts 1989, No. 490, §1; Acts 1991, No. 931, §1; Acts1993, No. 69, §1; Acts 1993, No. 263, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 919, §1; Acts 2001, No. 87, §1; Acts2003, No. 269, §1; Acts 2004, No. 879, §1.
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§499.1.  Use of trawls in certain areas around Calcasieu Lake; use and identification ofbutterfly nets in certain sections of East and West Passes of the Calcasieu River, GrandBayou, and Oyster BayouA.(1)  No person shall use a trawl for the taking of shrimp at night in the Cameron Parishsections of Calcasieu Lake, the Black Bayou System, Grand Bayou, and Little Burton's Ditch.(2)  No person shall use a skimmer net in Calcasieu Lake from one half hour after sunset untilone half hour before sunrise; however, skimmer nets may be used during open season to take shrimpduring the day and at night in all areas of Cameron Parish west of the western shore of CalcasieuLake.B.(1) Butterfly nets may be used for the taking of shrimp in Calcasieu Lake, Calcasieu River,Grand Bayou, and Calcasieu Ship Channel, all within Cameron Parish only, in the daytime and inthe nighttime, during open season.(2)  All butterfly nets located in East and West Passes of the Calcasieu River in Grand Bayou,and in Oyster Bayou, all within Cameron Parish only, shall be tagged with a tag listing thefisherman's name, address, and butterfly net license number.  This tag shall be attached to the net,frame, or any other structure or part directly attached to the net or frame in such a manner that it isabove the water at all times. This tag shall be of readable size, easily visible, and with letters at leastthree inches high and of appropriate width.(3) When a butterfly net located in West or East Pass of the Calcasieu River, in Oyster Bayou,or in Grand Bayou, all within Cameron Parish, is not being fished, all of the following shall apply:(a)  Any object to which the net is attached or mounted solely for purposes of fishing, includingbut not limited to any unmanned boat or vessel, floating platform, pontoon, or barge, shall be movedfrom the waterway and relocated adjacent to the shoreline in a manner which shall not present anobstruction or hazard to navigation.(b)  Any anchor or weight used to secure in the waterway the net or any object to which it isattached or mounted solely for purposes of fishing, including but not limited to any unmanned boator vessel, floating platform, pontoon, or barge, shall be removed from the waterbottom.(c)  Any rope, line, chain, or other device used to connect to the shoreline the net and any objectto which it is attached or mounted solely for purposes of fishing, including but not limited to anyunmanned boat or vessel, floating platform, pontoon, or barge, shall be prohibited.  However, theprohibition expressed herein shall not apply when such rope, line, chain, or other device is beingused to secure, when not in use, such net and any object to which it is attached or mounted adjacentto the shoreline in a manner which shall not present an obstruction or hazard to navigation.(4) Any butterfly net, whether or not it is being fished, that is not marked for identification sothat the person owning or responsible for such net can be identified shall be considered contraband.Any agent finding the contraband butterfly net shall immediately seize and take it into custody andmay obtain from a judge of any court in the parish where the butterfly net was found, an ex parteorder forfeiting the contraband and ordering its destruction.  An agent of the Department of Wildlifeand Fisheries or authorized employee who seizes items as provided in this Paragraph is immune fromliability and from suit for a seizure and destruction of a butterfly net.C.  Violation of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Added by Acts 1954, No. 251, §1.  Amended by Acts 1966, No. 190, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1985,No. 918, §1; Acts 1985, No. 872, §1; Acts 1986, No. 397, §1, eff. July 2, 1986; Acts 1986, No. 1077, §1, eff.July 17, 1986; Acts 2007, No. 296, §1; Acts 2009, No. 360, §1, eff. July 6, 2009.
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§499.2.  Butterfly and bottom nets; Lake Pontchartrain and Intracoastal Waterway A.  Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 56:801(15) to the contrary, in that area of LakePontchartrain south and east of the Interstate Highway 10 Bridge, south and eastward to include thewaters of Lake St. Catherine and its passes, the Rigolets, Unknown Pass, and Chef Menteur Pass andsouth and eastward to Lake Borgne and that portion of the Mississippi River Gulf outlet and theIntracoastal Waterway from the Industrial Canal eastward to Lake Borgne, shrimp may be taken withbutterfly nets and bottom nets.  However, in Chef Menteur Pass, in the Rigolets and in those portionsof Lake Pontchartrain and Lake Borgne which are within two miles of the Rigolets or Chef MenteurPass, a butterfly net or bottom net may be used to take shrimp only when suspended from a fishingboat or vessel which is motor-propelled and underway.  B.  No butterfly net or bottom net may be suspended from a piling, float, barge, raft, bridge, orshore installation in the Rigolets or Chef Menteur Pass or in those portions of Lake Pontchartrainor Lake Borgne which are within two miles of the Rigolets or the Chef Menteur Pass.  However, inthe Chef Menteur Pass a properly licensed single butterfly net measuring not more than twenty-twofeet by twenty-two feet may be suspended from a wharf which has been approved by the U.S. Corpsof Engineers and which is attached to privately owned or leased immovable property or to a structurethat is not attached to privately owned or leased property if the owner has possessed a permit forsuch structure from the United States Corps of Engineers prior to 1988, provided that the owner orleaseholder is present on the immovable property or permitted structure at all times that the net isin the water.  Added by Acts 1972, No. 558, §2; Acts 1987, No. 517, §1; Acts 1988, No. 620, §1; Acts 1990, No. 581,§1.  §499.3.  Butterfly and bottom nets; Oyster BayouA.  In the body of water known as Oyster Bayou, located between Atchafalaya Bay andTerrebonne Bay, and extending one thousand feet outside of the points where Oyster Bayou connectswith Fourleague Bay and the Gulf of Mexico, butterfly nets and bottom nets may be used to takeshrimp only when suspended from a fishing boat or vessel which is motor propelled and underway.B.  Any anchor or weight used to secure in the waterway the net or any object to which it isattached or mounted, including but not limited to any unmanned boat or vessel, floating platform,pontoon, or barge, shall be prohibited.C.  Any rope, line, chain, or other device used to connect to the shoreline the net and any objectto which it is attached or mounted, including but not limited to any unmanned boat or vessel, floatingplatform, pontoon, or barge shall be prohibited.Acts 1993, No. 768, §1; Acts 2003, No. 189, §1.§499.4.  Night shrimping; inside waters; Vermilion Bay; East and West Cote Blanche Bays;Atchafalaya Bay; exceptions; prohibitionNo person shall take shrimp at night, from one-half hour after official sunset until one-half hourbefore official sunrise, from the inside waters of Vermilion Bay, West Cote Blanche Bay, East CoteBlanche Bay, and Atchafalaya Bay, from the western shore of Vermilion Bay to the western shoreof the Atchafalaya River and the Atchafalaya River Ship Channel out to Eugene Island, as describedby the inside-outside line in R.S. 56:495, except that night shrimping shall be allowed in the watersof Southwest Pass at Marsh Island south of a line drawn from the following points: the mostsoutheastward point of Southwest Pass at 29 degrees 36 minutes 47 seconds north latitude, 92degrees 00 minutes 32 seconds west longitude east southeast to the Green Light Channel MarkerNumber 21 at 29 degrees 36 minutes 44 seconds north latitude, 92 degrees 00 minutes 21 secondswest longitude; thence northeast to a point located at 29 degrees 37 minutes 34 seconds north
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latitude, 91 degrees 59 minutes 36 seconds west longitude; thence southeast to the western shore ofBig Charles Bayou at 29 degrees 36 minutes 43 seconds north latitude, 91 degrees 59 minutes 17seconds west longitude.Acts 1995, No. 509, §1, eff. June 18, 1995; Acts 2008, No. 16, §1.§500.  Recreational possession limit; gearA.(1)  A recreational fisherman may, in open waters in open season, with a valid recreationalgear license for a trawl issued as provided for in R.S. 56:302.3(B)(5)(a), use a trawl not to exceedsixteen feet and may take no more than an aggregate of one hundred pounds of shrimp per day toeach boat, regardless of the number of persons thereon, provided the shrimp taken are used for baitor for the fisherman's own consumption and are not sold, traded, or otherwise permitted to enter intocommerce.(2)  A recreational fisherman may, in open waters in open season, with a valid recreational gearlicense for a trawl issued as provided for in R.S. 56:302.3(B)(5)(b), use a trawl not to exceed twenty-five feet and may take no more than an aggregate of two hundred fifty pounds of  shrimp per day toeach boat, regardless of the number of persons thereon, provided the shrimp taken are used for baitor for the fisherman's own consumption and are not sold, traded, or otherwise permitted to enter intocommerce.B.  A recreational fisherman may use a castnet not to exceed eight feet six inches in radius; a baitseine with a maximum mesh size not to exceed one-quarter inch mesh bar, one-half inch meshstretched, and thirty feet in length; or a dip net not to exceed three feet in diameter to take saltwatershrimp.  A recreational fisherman shall, at any time, take no more than fifty pounds of saltwatershrimp during closed season nor shall he take more than one hundred pounds of saltwater shrimpduring open season, in the aggregate, per day, for each boat or land vehicle, regardless of the numberof persons thereon, provided that the saltwater shrimp taken are used for bait or for the fisherman'sown consumption and are not sold, traded, or otherwise permitted to enter into commerce.Amended by Acts 1952, No. 627, §1; Acts 1958, No. 53, §7, emerg.  eff. June 24, 1958; Acts 1979, No. 284,§1; Acts 1981, No. 492, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3.  H.C.R. No. 19, 1983 R.S.; Acts 1984, No. 693, §1; Acts1984, No. 295, §1, §2, eff. July 1, 1984; Acts 1984, No. 230, §1, eff. June 29, 1984; Acts 1984, No. 299, §1;Acts 1984, No. 628, §1; H.C.R. No. 37, 1984 R.S.; Acts 1986, No. 904, §3; Acts 1987, No. 570, §1, eff. July9, 1987; Acts 1987, No. 570, §2, eff. May 1, 1988; Acts 1991, No. 871, §1; Acts 1992, No. 54, §1; Acts 1993,No. 81, §1; Acts 1999, No. 181, §1; Acts 2003, No. 323, §1; Acts 2004, No. 161, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1986, No. 904, §5.§501.  Commercial taking of freshwater shrimpA.  A properly licensed commercial fisherman may take freshwater shrimp in accordance withthis Section.B.(1)  Freshwater shrimp may be taken in the Mississippi River and Intracoastal Waterway andonly within one and one-half miles of the boat ramp adjacent to the Port Allen locks in either stream.(2)  A person shrimping pursuant to this Subsection shall use a wire net with a one-quarter inchbar and a maximum length of six feet.  The net shall be marked with a one gallon jug paintedinternational orange and displaying the words "Freshwater Shrimp" in black letters.  In addition toa commercial fishing license, a fisherman fishing pursuant to this Subsection shall possess afreshwater shrimp net license issued pursuant to R.S. 56:305(B)(17).(3)  Only freshwater shrimp may be taken; all other species shall be immediately returned to thewaters from which they were taken.  A commercial fisherman shall not possess any other fish whilefishing pursuant to this Subsection.C.  The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may adopt rules and regulations authorizing thecommercial taking of freshwater shrimp in areas in addition to those specified in Subsection B of
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this Section.  Such rules and regulations shall specify the gear that may be used, licenses that arerequired in such areas, and any restrictions on the possession of other species of fish.D.  Freshwater shrimp may be taken from January first through December thirty-first; however,the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission may adopt rules and regulations modifying season times anddates based on biological or technical data.E.  A violation of any provision of this Section or a rule adopted pursuant thereto constitutes aclass two violation.Acts 2004, No. 126, §1, eff. Nov. 15, 2004.§502.  Manifest of cargo of vessel carrying shrimp All vessels transporting shrimp shall keep in writing a manifest of their cargo, a copy of whichshall be filed on each trip with the dealer or processor to which delivery is made and a copy sent tothe department.  The manifest and records are open to inspection by the department.  Statementsgiving the date, quantity, point of origin of each lot, and from whom purchased and to whomdelivered shall be sent to the department on forms furnished for the purpose not later than the tenthof the month following date of delivery.  Acts 1984, No. 230, §1, eff. June 29, 1984; Acts 1991, No. 294, §1.§§503, 504.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.  §505.  Repealed by Acts 2002, No. 75, §2, eff. July 1, 2002.§506.  Excise tax; default in payment; penaltyA.(1)  There is levied an excise tax on all saltwater shrimp taken from the waters of this stateand on all shrimp imported into this state of  fifteen cents per barrel of two hundred ten pounds ortwo hundred ten pounds equivalence.(2)  Saltwater shrimp taken from the waters of the state and whose heads are removed prior todelivery at a Louisiana landing will be computed at one hundred twenty-five pounds per barrel.Shrimp imported into this state whose heads are removed will be computed at one hundred twenty-five pounds per barrel.  Shrimp imported into this state that are peeled will be computed at seventy-five pounds per barrel.(3)  For the purposes of the excise tax, all shrimp caught or transported by a vessel the operatorof which possesses a valid Louisiana commercial fisherman's license pursuant to Part VI of thisChapter are deemed to have been taken in the waters of Louisiana.  Out-of-state shipments shallcomply with the provisions of R.S. 56:307.7 and shall be taxed as provided in this Section.B.  The excise tax on shrimp taken from the waters of the state is to be computed when in thefresh state, the excise tax on shrimp imported or brought in from out of state shall be computed basedon the form such shrimp is imported, whether fresh, fresh frozen, packaged or containerized, and asdelivered to the first wholesale/retail dealer in Louisiana and shall be paid by him; provided thatwholesale/retail dealers operating boats as producers shall pay as required of the firstwholesale/retail dealer.  Excise tax on shrimp imported in the state brought to a cold storage facilityshall be paid by the resident or nonresident wholesale/retail seafood dealer storing, brokering, ordistributing such shrimp.  Wholesale/retail dealers as first purchaser shall pay the tax on or beforethe tenth of the following month.  A statement of the quantity of shrimp fished, purchased, imported,and/or received shall be made by certification on monthly report forms furnished by the departmentand shall accompany each payment.C.  No resident wholesale/retail dealer or nonresident wholesale/retail dealer required under thisSubpart to pay the excise tax, or any other person who in any way deals in buying, selling, importing,
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or handling saltwater shrimp, shall violate any provision of this Subpart.  Violation of the provisionsof this Section constitutes a class three violation.D.  A barrel of shrimp or any part thereof on which this tax has been paid shall not again betaxable.  The monthly official report and pertinent records of the department shall be prima facieevidence of the payment or nonpayment of excise taxes.E.  Shrimp excise taxes shall be payable to the department on or before the tenth day of themonth following the date of sale.  Upon failure to pay excise taxes when due, a penalty of ten percentper month, not exceeding thirty percent in the aggregate, calculated upon the excise tax due, shallbe levied and collected by the department in addition to the tax due.  If there is a delinquency in thefiling of reports and in the payment of taxes due as required above, demand for payment shall bemade by the department as soon thereafter as possible, coupled with the warning that the license ofthe delinquent shall be revoked unless report is made and taxes paid.  After demand for payment andwarning, the department may seize any shrimp or parts of products thereof in the possession of aperson liable for taxes and penalties due and sell them for payment of the tax and penalties.  Anysurplus from the proceeds of sale, after deducting all costs and charges, taxes, and penalties due,shall be paid to the owner of the shrimp or parts or products thereof seized.  At any time afterdemand for payment and warning the license of any person who fails to make monthly reports andto pay excise taxes due shall be revoked by the department and shall so remain until all reports aremade and all taxes due are paid with accrued penalties.  Any person who refuses or fails to pay theexcise taxes due or to make monthly reports as aforesaid, and whose license has been revoked, ishereby prohibited from buying and selling or otherwise engaging in the disposition of shrimp or partsor products thereof and other seafoods under the jurisdiction of this department.F.  The provisions of this Section shall apply to a nonresident wholesale/retail dealer wheneverhe buys saltwater shrimp directly from any fisherman in this state for out-of-state shipment and noexcise taxes have been paid on these shipments and when a resident or nonresident wholesale/retaildealer buys or stores imported shrimp in this state.G.  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is hereby authorized to adopt rules andregulations for the effective enforcement, protection, and administering of the shrimp excise tax,including regulations to prevent the commingling or false representation of foreign imported shrimpas domestically produced shrimp.  The Louisiana Seafood Advisory Board may submitrecommendations to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission relative to the effectiveenforcement, protection, and administering of the shrimp excise tax.  Violations of any commissionrule or regulation adopted by the commission pursuant to this Section shall be a class four violation.H.  All revenues received by the department pursuant to the shrimp excise tax shall be depositedinto the Conservation Fund and used in amounts appropriated by the legislature exclusively by theenforcement division and its operations.Acts 2002, No. 75, §1, eff. July 1, 2002.§506.1.  Fee for promotion and protection of wild-caught shrimpFor license years 2005 and 2006, any wholesale/retail seafood dealer who is required to payexcise tax on shrimp pursuant to R.S. 56:506 shall also pay an annual fee of one hundred fifty dollarsfor residents and six hundred dollars for nonresidents.  Any wholesale/retail seafood dealer whobought, sold, acquired, handled, or purchased in excess of two hundred fifty thousand pounds ofshrimp equivalent to head on weight during the previous license year shall pay an additional annualfee of one thousand dollars.  Fees paid pursuant to this Section shall be indicated on the originalvalid wholesale/retail seafood dealers license.  Any person who fails to comply with the provisionsof this Section shall be guilty of a class three violation.Acts 2004, No. 904, §1, eff. July 12, 2004.NOTE:  See Acts 2004, No. 904, §3, relative to termination.
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§507.  Penalty for violation of Subpart A.  Anyone who violates a Section of this Subpart for which no penalty has been given hascommitted a class three violation.  B.  In addition to all other penalties provided by law, an agent shall seize any shrimp or parts orproducts thereof in the possession of a person violating the laws of this Subpart by taking shrimp inclosed season.  Any such seized shrimp shall be forfeited and subject to immediate disposition inaccordance with rules and regulations adopted by the commission pursuant to the disposition ofseized and forfeited perishables.  Amended by Acts 1950, No. 544, §1; Acts 1958, No. 53, §9; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1988, No. 959,§1.§§508 to 513.  Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 876, §4, eff. July 23, 1985.§§514 to 521.  Repealed by Acts 1958, No. 53, §14, eff. June 24, 1958.§§522, 523.  Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 876, §4, eff. July 23, 1985.§§524, 525.  Repealed by Acts 1958, No. 53, §14, eff. June 24, 1958.§526.  Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 876, §4, eff. July 23, 1985.
SUBPART F.  LICENSE FEES FOR NON-RESIDENT COMMERCIALFISHERMEN AND FISHING BOATS§551.  Harvest and sale of crabs A.  Harvest and sale of crabs produced in private artificial earthen reservoirs may be carried outat the time desired by the grower, and with seines or tackle selected by the owner.  Commercial fishfarm producers shall be entitled to transport, without restriction, on the public roads and highwaysof this state any and all equipment, except any electric fish shocking devices, necessary for theharvest of domesticated fish produced in privately owned waters.B.  The fish farmer may harvest and sell any species of crab or other crustacea that has beengrown or stored in his private artificial reservoirs with prior approval of the Louisiana Wildlife andFisheries Commission and under the regulation established by the Commission.C.  The provisions of this section shall not apply to the Parish of Orleans.  Added by Acts 1970, No. 309, §§1, 2.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.  §§552, 553.  Repealed by Acts 1952, No. 627, §2. §554.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.  §§555, 556.  Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 876, §4, eff. July 23, 1985.§557.  Disposition of moneys received All moneys collected under the provisions of this Sub-part from fines paid for violation of theprovisions of this Sub-part shall be remitted to the department not later than the tenth of the monthfollowing collection and shall be deposited by the department in the state treasury to the credit ofthe department's fund.
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§558.  Enforcement of penalties by civil proceedings All penalties provided in this Sub-part shall be enforced against corporations by civilproceedings instituted by the proper enforcement officers of this state.  §§559, 560.  Repealed by Acts 1985, No. 876, §4, eff. July 23, 1985.§561.  Repealed by Acts 1986, No. 904, §4.
SUBPART G.  SEA FOOD INDUSTRIES§571.  Underutilized species, policy and purpose; permits; fees; rules and regulations A.  Recognizing the value of the seafood industry to the economy of the state of Louisiana,recognizing that the seafood industry employs hundreds of Louisiana citizens, thereby decreasingunemployment and the burden unemployment places on the state fisc, and further recognizing thatthe commercial fishing industry is in danger of collapsing as an industry due to escalating fuel prices,governmental regulations which have increased competition for limited state resources from non-Louisiana residents, and from rising costs of labor, fishing gear, and supplies, it is the policy andpurpose of this Subpart to provide every method of encouragement and assistance to the commercialfishermen of the state of Louisiana, to protect a culture and heritage that is unique to Louisiana, toprevent unemployment of Louisiana citizens, to assure adequate food for Louisiana citizens, and toprovide for economic stability in those areas of Louisiana so dependent on the seafood industry.  Tothat end, the state shall foster and encourage its seafood industries.  B.  The secretary of the department may issue permits to persons who are interested in thedevelopment of new fisheries designed to harvest underutilized species and to persons who areinterested in the development of new gear and equipment to harvest fish and other aquatic speciesinside all fresh water and all salt water areas of the state.  Permits issued pursuant to this Subsectionshall be limited in duration to one year and shall be subject to monitoring, review, and suspensionor revocation for cause by the secretary.  C.  The secretary shall promulgate rules and regulations according to the LouisianaAdministrative Procedure Act as set forth in Chapter 13 of Title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutesof 1950, to be submitted to and approved by the respective legislative standing committees on naturalresources and shall assess reasonable administrative fees for the issuance of permits and tags forequipment and gear. D.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class three violation.  Amended by Acts 1978, No. 331, §1; Acts 1980, No. 834, §1; Acts 1981, No. 478, §1; Acts 1983, No. 712,§1; Acts 1992, No. 528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992.  §572.  Legality of contracts To the end that the seafood industries of this state may prosper and may not be destroyed, nocontract or agreement which is designed or intended to promote the advancement and welfare ofsuch industries shall be held to be illegal as a contract, conspiracy, or combination in restraint oftrade nor shall the parties to the contract or agreement be penalized or enjoined as trusts,monopolies, conspirators, or combinations in restraint of trade, if the contract or agreement has beenapproved in writing by the secretary.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  
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§573.  Approval of contracts The secretary may examine contracts and agreements relative to seafood and the products thereofand to the seafood industry submitted to him and approve in writing such contracts as in his opinionwill promote the advancement and welfare of the seafood industries of the state.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §574.  Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 984, §18.  §575.  Rules, applicationsThe secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall promulgate rules andregulations, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, which shall provide for a formulato determine the amount which each owner of a commercial fishing vessel shall receive tocompensate for the increased costs of vessel fuel.  Said formula shall take into consideration theamount of the fund for each fiscal year, the number of commercial vessels licensed by thedepartment, the size of the vessel, the number of crew members employed on each vessel, and theaverage yearly catch per vessel.  The regulations shall provide for the procedures to be used forapplication to the fund for assistance and the method of disbursement from the fund.  These rulesand regulations shall be subject to approval by the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and theHouse Committee on Natural Resources and Environment.Added by Acts 1980, No. 834, §2; Acts 2008, No. 580, §7.§576.  Disbursements Disbursements from the fund shall be made once each fiscal year as provided by rules of thedepartment.  The department shall set a date which shall be at the end of the primary fishing seasonas the cut off date for determination of compensation from the fund for each vessel.  Nocompensation shall be paid to a person who is not a Louisiana resident.  Added by Acts 1980, No. 834, §2.  §577.  Other powers and duties The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall have the power to perform anyand all acts, and to prescribe, issue, make, amend, and rescind such orders, rules, and regulations asare deemed necessary and proper to carry out the purposes of this Sub-Part, and which are nototherwise provided for herein.  Added by Acts 1980, No. 834, §2.  
SUBPART G-1.  LOUISIANA SEAFOOD PROMOTION ANDMARKETING BOARD §578.1.  Purposes Recognizing that the commercial fishing industry in Louisiana has reached an ebb economically,creating an environment which has or could place, not only commercial fishermen, but alsowholesale and retail dealers in dire economic straits, which situation could have an extremeeconomic impact on the state economy as a whole if nothing is done to alleviate the situation, andrecognizing that there exist barriers and impediments to the economic well-being of the commercialfishery industry in Louisiana and recognizing that among these barriers and impediments, the virtualvoid in this state of any cohesive, coordinated and comprehensive seafood promotion and marketing
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effort and stratagim has a significant negative impact on the seafood industry, the Legislature ofLouisiana does hereby establish the Louisiana Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board in an effortto aid the industry in two vital aspects--product promotion and marketing development.  The purpose of this Subpart, then, is to enhance the public image of commercial fisheryproducts, thereby promoting the consumption of these products and, further, to assist the seafoodindustry, including commercial fishermen and wholesale and retail dealers, in market developmentso as to better utilize existing markets and to aid in the establishment of new marketing channels.Attention to the promotion and marketing of non-traditional and underutilized species of seafoodwould be inherent in the purpose of the council established herein.  Added by Acts 1981, No. 890, §1.  §578.2.  Louisiana Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board; creation and organizationA.(1)  There is hereby created in the office of fisheries of the Department of Wildlife andFisheries the Louisiana Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board.  The agency shall have itsdomicile in Baton Rouge and shall be governed by a board of trustees composed of sixteen members,fifteen members to be appointed by the governor from persons engaged in the commercial seafoodand alligator industry in Louisiana to serve terms concurrent with the governor, and the sixteenthmember to be the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designatedrepresentative, who shall serve as an ex officio member.(2)  The appointed members shall be chosen as follows:(a)  One shall be appointed from a list of three names submitted by the American ShrimpProcessors Association and the Louisiana Shrimp Association.(b)  One shall be appointed from a list of three names submitted by the Louisiana Oyster Dealersand Growers Association.(c)  One shall be appointed from a list of three names submitted by the Louisiana crawfishindustry.(d)  One shall be appointed from a list of three names submitted by the Louisiana RestaurantAssociation.(e)  Two shall represent the harvesting sector of the shrimp industry, one or more of which shallbe appointed from a list of names submitted by shrimp organizations or associations currently activethroughout the state.(3)  Of the remaining nine members to be appointed:(a)  One member shall be a seafood retailer or wholesaler.(b)  One member shall represent the commercial saltwater finfish industry.(c)  One member shall represent the commercial freshwater finfish industry.(d)  One member shall be a seafood processor.(e)  One member shall represent the crab industry.(f)  One member shall be a home economist.(g)  One member shall represent the wild catfish industry.(h)  One member shall be a marketing specialist.(i)  One member shall represent the alligator industry.(4)  The names of each of the fifteen members appointed by the governor shall be submitted tothe Senate for confirmation.
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B.  The members of the board shall meet and elect a chairman, vice chairman, and a secretary-treasurer from the membership of the board, whose duties shall be those customarily exercised bysuch officers or specifically designated by the board.  The board may establish rules and regulationsfor its own government and the administration of the affairs of the board.  The board may disqualifyany appointed member for cause, including excessive absences from board meetings.  If any boardmember is so disqualified, the vacancy created thereby shall be filled by appointment by thegovernor for the remainder of the unexpired term.C.  The presence of nine members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction ofall business and the carrying out of duties of the board.  Each member shall take and subscribe to theoath of office prescribed for state officers.  No member shall receive any salary, but each membershall receive the sum of twenty dollars per day for each day spent in actual attendance at meetingsof the board or at meetings of duly appointed committees or subcommittees thereof and suchallowance for traveling expenses in attending the meetings as is allowed for other state employeesfor traveling expenses.D.  The board shall maintain a record of its proceedings, and all matters requiring a vote of theboard shall be recorded in the minutes in sufficient detail to determine whether subsequent actionthereon is in compliance with the board's directives.E.  The board may employ a director and assistant director who shall be appointed by the board,subject to the approval of the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  The directorand assistant director shall be in the unclassified service.  The secretary may employ such otherpersonnel for the board as he deems necessary and appropriate.Added by Acts 1981, No. 890, §1.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 378, §1, eff. July 20, 1982; Acts 1986, No.120, §2; Acts 1989, No. 498, §1; Acts 1992, No. 162, §1; Acts 1999, No. 753, §1; Acts 2008, No. 272, §1; Acts2009, No. 131, §1.§578.3.  Powers, duties, and functions The board shall have the following powers, duties, and functions: (1)  To adopt a seal and alter the same at its pleasure.  (2)  To sue and be sued in its own name.  (3)  To identify marketing problems, obstacles, and significant issues.  (4)  To establish a marketing policy and goals and objectives therefor.  (5)  To develop markets and marketing strategies for the development of new and expandedmarkets for Louisiana seafood.  (6)  To give special emphasis to market promotion and development for underutilized speciesof Louisiana seafood.  (7)  To educate the Louisiana fishing industry and Louisiana government officials regardingpotential markets for Louisiana seafood and regarding investment and tax incentives available toindustries under other existing Louisiana law and fisheries development programs available underfederal law.  (8)  To perform any acts deemed necessary and proper to carry out the duties and responsibilitiesimposed upon the board by the provisions of this Subpart.(9)  To consider and to recommend to the legislature a mechanism whereby the LouisianaSeafood Promotion and Marketing Council shall be funded, including rules and regulations pertinentthereto.  (10)  To adopt rules and regulations necessary to carry out the purposes of the board.  Added by Acts 1981, No. 890, §1.  
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§578.4.  Advertising, contracts and sales offices A.  The board, working with the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, shall plan and conducta campaign for advertising, publicizing, and promoting the increased consumption of Louisianaseafood, and may contract for any advertising, publicity, and sales promotion services.  The boardis further empowered to take any other action which it deems necessary to promote and to improvethe well-being of the commercial seafood industry.  The secretary is hereby authorized andempowered to carry out any and all contracts entered into by the board.  Added by Acts 1981, No. 890, §1.§578.5.  Loan guarantees A.  Pursuant to the rules and regulations adopted by the board and in furtherance of the purposesof the board, the board may: (1)  Loan to any qualified person, firm, corporation, partnership, or association of this state asum not in excess of seventy-five percent of the value of the property offered as security pursuantto a first mortgage, or a sum not in excess of fifty percent of the value of the property offered assecurity pursuant to a second mortgage, solely for the purchase, construction, or necessaryimprovement of any equipment, machinery, or structure used in the catching, harvesting, processing,or packaging of seafood in Louisiana.  Any such loan shall be made pursuant to duly promulgatedregulations of the board, which at a minimum shall require the borrower to execute a note securedby a first or second mortgage payable to the board within such time and on such terms, together withsuch endorsements and additional security as the board may require.  (2)  Participate in any loan made by any bank, financial institution, or federal agency to anyqualified person, firm, corporation, partnership, or association of this state for the purchase,construction, or necessary improvement of any equipment, machinery, or structure used in thecatching, harvesting, processing, or packaging of seafood in Louisiana, which in the judgment of theboard will provide additional or improved facilities for the catching, harvesting, processing, orpackaging of seafood in Louisiana.  Participation on the part of the board shall not exceed seventy-five percent of the total amount required by the borrower for any purpose herein authorized, andparticipation shall be in accordance with duly promulgated regulations, which at a minimum shallrequire the following: (a)  When the board's participation is paid directly to the borrower, the debt shall be evidencedby a note properly executed by the borrower, payable to the board within such time and on suchterms, together with such security as the board may require, consistent with the requirements setforth in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.  (b)  When the board's participation is paid directly to the bank, financial institution, or federalagency through which the loan was negotiated, the debt shall be evidenced by a participationcertificate, properly executed by the bank, financial institution, or federal agency, payable to theboard, setting forth the terms and conditions under which the board agrees to participate, the amountof the participation, the security pledged for repayment, and the time within which such loan shallbe liquidated.  (3)  Underwrite and guarantee payment not in excess of seventy-five percent of any loan madeby any bank, financial institution, or federal agency to any qualified person, firm, corporation,partnership, or association for the purchase, construction, or necessary improvement of anyequipment, machinery, or structure used in the catching, harvesting, processing, or packaging ofseafood in Louisiana which, in the judgment of the board will provide additional or improvedfacilities for the catching, harvesting, processing, or packaging of seafood in Louisiana.  The boardshall promulgate regulations thereon which shall require, as a minimum, that when any portion ofany loan is underwritten and guaranteed by the board, an agreement shall be executed in the form
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of a commitment setting forth the terms and conditions under which the board is obligated and theextent to which repayment of the loan is guaranteed and secured.  B.  The total amount outstanding on all loans made, guaranteed, or participated in by the boardshall not exceed three million dollars, and on any such loans or guarantees the board shall imposeand collect a charge equal to one percent of the amount of the board's participation.  Aftercompliance with Article VII, Section 9 of the Constitution of Louisiana, an amount equivalent tosuch charges collected shall be credited to the board and placed in a special fund designated as theSeafood Marketing Loss Fund, to be used to cover losses the board may incur.  C.  The board may take such steps as it deems necessary or as required by this Subpart and theregulations applicable thereto, to protect the interest of the state in any property mortgaged to secureloans or guarantees made under the provisions of this Subpart, including payment of the mortgageor the interest of a lending agency and with subrogation to the lending agency's interest in theproperty mortgaged.  D.  The board shall make no loans, nor shall it participate in, nor shall it guarantee the repaymentof any portion of any loan made for any purpose authorized in this Subpart which will result in theproperty offered as security thereunder being burdened with an outstanding indebtedness in excessof seventy-five percent of the value of the property.  E.  The board shall make no loan, nor shall it participate in, nor shall it guarantee the repaymentof any portion of any loan for any authorized purpose for a period of more than five years.  However,the board may, from time to time, renew, extend, or agree to the renewal or extension of any loanmade or guaranteed for such additional time as may be deemed advisable, but not to exceed a totalof fifteen years.  All balloon notes shall be renewed at the prevailing interest rate at the time ofrenewal.  F.  The board shall fix the rate of interest to be charged on all loans made by the board, includingthat portion of loans in which the board participates.  After compliance with Article VII, Section 9of the Constitution of Louisiana, an amount equivalent to such interest rate charged shall be creditedto the board for use in the loan program and to offset the costs of implementation of this Act.  Added by Acts 1981, No. 890, §1.  §578.6.  Loans; limitations A.  The board shall not enter into any loan or guarantee or participate in any loan as authorizedby the provisions of this Subpart unless the board first determines that: (1)  The applicant has been refused a loan by two banks or other financial institutions normallymaking loans of this nature in the general course of its business in the community in which theapplicant is doing business, which refusal shall be evidenced in writing, setting forth the reasons forrefusal.  (2)  The applicant has exhausted all other resources from private or other governmental agencieswhich, at the discretion of the board, would be applicable.  (3)  The applicant has the necessary licenses and permits to engage in the business for which theloans or guarantees are being obtained and there is not pending any proceeding to deny or revokesuch license or permit; and (4)  There are no outstanding circumstances of which the board is aware that would indicate aninability on the part of the applicant to fulfill the financial obligations incurred as a result of the loanor guarantee.  Added by Acts 1981, No. 890, §1.  
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§578.7.  Appropriations; warrants; records Funds made available by the legislature from the Seafood Promotion and Marketing Fund asprovided in R.S. 56:10 or from any other source shall be used solely for the programs and purposesprovided for in this Subpart.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall maintain records of thesources of money received and the purpose therefor, as well as the person or persons to whom moneyis paid and the purpose therefor.  Vouchers or receipts shall be kept for all money paid out.  Moneyappropriated or otherwise made available to the department for authorized purposes shall bewithdrawn from the treasury on warrant of the secretary of the department.  Added by Acts 1981, No. 890, §1.  Acts 1984, No. 230, §1, eff. June 29, 1984.  §578.8.  Annual reports The board shall make a written operating report to the legislature at the end of each fiscal year,setting forth the applications for loans and guarantees considered during the preceding year,consisting of a brief description of each such application, the amount thereof, the name and addressof the applicant and the type of business in which he is engaged, the purpose of the loan or guaranteeapplication, a brief statement of the reasons for approving or denying the applications, and thecurrent status of all of the outstanding loans and guarantees.  This report shall be submitted to theHouse and Senate committees on natural resources not later than thirty days after the end of thefiscal year.  Added by Acts 1981, No. 890, §1.  §578.9.  Approval of regulations Any regulations promulgated as provided herein shall be submitted to and approved by therespective legislative standing committees on natural resources.  Added by Acts 1981, No. 890, §1.  §578.10.  Seafood packaging regulationsThe secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to adopt rules andregulations in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act establishing standards for thepackaging of seafood in Louisiana for wholesale or retail sale.  Those standards may govern thequality, contents, and weight of all seafood packaged in this state.  The Louisiana Seafood Promotionand Marketing Board may make recommendations to the secretary for standards for the packagingof seafood.  For purposes of this Section, retail sale shall not include food service establishmentswhich only serve food prepared for on premises or off premises consumption as defined by R.S.40:5.5(E).Acts 1986, No. 1016, §1; Acts 2003, No. 1026, §1.§578.11.  Labeling of catfish packaging;  possession and exchange of certain catfish prohibited;penaltiesA.  No person shall possess, sell, purchase, trade, barter, or exchange or attempt to sell,purchase, trade, or exchange any catfish or catfish product unless such catfish or catfish product islabeled to indicate that the fish is farm-raised or naturally produced (wild).  When catfish fillets arepossessed for retail sale, labeling as required by this Subsection shall be easily visible.B.(1)  No person shall possess, sell, purchase, trade, barter, or exchange or attempt to sell,purchase, barter, or exchange any species of fish as catfish or catfish product unless that catfish iswithin the family of Ictaluridae, Ariidae, or Loricariidae.(2)  Fish within the family Pangasiidae shall not be possessed, sold, purchased, bartered, traded,or exchanged as catfish or a catfish product.
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C.  Violation of this Section shall be a class four violation.D.  As used in this Section, "farm-raised" means produced using the aquacultural procedurewhereby catfish are propagated, maintained, reared, and harvested within artificial reservoirs, tanks,cages, impoundments, or other controlled environments, so as to prevent, at all times, the ingress oregress of animal and plant life from public waters including natural streams or lakes.  "Farm-raised"shall not include the production and harvesting of catfish in cages or other enclosures located innatural streams or rivers.Acts 1991, No. 514, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 2001, No. 761, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2003, No. 1026,§1.§578.12.  Louisiana Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board; Louisiana Oyster Task Force;Shrimp Task Force; duties, responsibilities, and functionsA.  Under the supervision of the Louisiana Oyster Task Force, the Louisiana Seafood Promotionand Marketing Board shall be empowered with the following duties, responsibilities, and functions:(1)  To employ such personnel as necessary.(2)  To develop markets and marketing strategies for the development of new and expandedmarkets for Louisiana oysters.(3)  To represent the interests of the Louisiana oyster industry before federal and stateadministrative and legislative bodies on issues of importance to the Louisiana oyster industry.(4)  To contract for legal services to represent the interests of the Louisiana oyster industry injudicial, administrative, and legislative proceedings.(5)  To administer the funds in the Oyster Development Account of the Seafood Promotion andMarketing Fund.(6)  To perform any acts deemed necessary and proper to carry out its duties and responsibilities.B.  In addition to the duties, responsibilities, and functions listed in Subsection A of this Section,the Louisiana Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board, under the supervision of the LouisianaShrimp Task Force, shall also be empowered with the following duties, responsibilities, andfunctions:(1)  Develop markets and marketing strategies for the development and expansion of marketsfor shrimp harvested from Louisiana waters.(2)  Administer the funds in the Shrimp Marketing and Promotion Account of the SeafoodPromotion and Marketing Fund and the "Shrimp Trade Petition Account", which funds shall be usedto create new markets for shrimp and promote the sale of shrimp harvested from Louisiana waters.(3)  To represent the interests of the Louisiana shrimp industry before federal and stateadministrative and legislative bodies on issues of importance to the Louisiana shrimp industry.(4)  To contract for legal services to represent the interests of the Louisiana shrimp industry injudicial, administrative, and legislative proceedings.(5)  To perform any acts deemed necessary and proper to carry out its duties and responsibilities.Acts 1995, No. 448, §1; Acts 1999, No. 772, §1; Acts 2003, No. 357, §1; Acts 2010, No. 606, §2.§578.13.  Labeling of "crawfish"A.  No product labeled "crawfish" may be sold in Louisiana unless it consists of, or is derivedfrom, the red swamp crawfish (Procambarus clarkii), the white river crawfish (Procambaruszonangulus), or Louisiana pond-raised crawfish.B.  Any violation of the labeling requirements shall subject the distributor or packager to thepenalties provided in R.S. 56:578.10(B).Acts 2001, No. 200, §1.
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§578.14.  Imported crawfish or shrimp; notice to patrons; penaltiesA.  No owner or manager of a restaurant that sells imported crawfish or shrimp shallmisrepresent to the public, either verbally, on a menu, or on signs displayed on the premises, that thecrawfish or shrimp is domestic.B.  The district attorney of the district in which the restaurant is located shall have jurisdictionover violations committed under this Section.  The penalties for violations of this Section are asfollows:(1)  Any owner or manager of a restaurant who is guilty of a violation of this Section shall, upona first offense, be fined fifty dollars.(2)  Any owner or manager of a restaurant who is guilty of a violation of this Section shall, upona second offense, be fined two hundred fifty dollars.(3)  Any owner or manager of a restaurant who is guilty of a violation of this Section shall, upona third or subsequent offense, be fined five hundred dollars.Acts 2008, No. 264, §1.§578.15.  Louisiana Wild Seafood Certification ProgramA.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to establish a qualitycertification program for Louisiana wild fish, as defined in R.S. 56:8, and for Louisiana wild seafoodproducts, including wild-caught shrimp, which are taken, harvested, or landed in Louisiana.  Theprogram shall be established through the promulgation and adoption of certification standards inaccordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.  Such standards may include but are not limitedto harvest requirements, post-harvest refrigeration requirements, quality standards, handlingpractices, traceability, branding and branding registrations, recording requirements, compliancestandards, and packaging regulations.  The secretary may develop and regulate certificationprotocols, programs, and establish regulatory authority in cooperation with the Louisiana Departmentof Agriculture and Forestry, Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Louisiana StateUniversity, and any other state or federal agency deemed appropriate.B.  All seafood product intended to be marketed as Louisiana Wild Seafood certified must meetall criteria and requirements as set out in the department's rules and regulations.  Any product soldor attempted to be sold under the auspices of the Louisiana Wild Seafood Certification Programwhich is in violation of the rules and regulations shall be immediately removed from the market andthe disposition of such product shall be delineated in the rules and regulations adopted to establishthe program.C.  Any fisherman or seafood dealer who wishes to participate in the Louisiana Wild SeafoodCertification Program shall apply to the department to be issued a participation permit by thedepartment.  This permit may be suspended or revoked by the department for violation of theprovisions of the program.  Any holder of such permit who harvests or markets Louisiana wild fishor wild seafood products in accordance with the requirements of the Louisiana Wild SeafoodCertification Program shall be authorized to market said product under the auspices of the LouisianaWild Seafood Certification Program.Acts 2010, No. 294, §1.
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SUBPART G-2.  MARICULTURE INDUSTRY§579.1.  Permitting of mariculture in the coastal zone; policy and purpose; permits; rules andregulations; feesA.  Recognizing the value to the economy of the state of Louisiana of developing a maricultureindustry in the coastal zone, and recognizing that a mariculture industry has the potential ofemploying thousands of Louisiana citizens, thereby decreasing unemployment and the burden thatunemployment places on the state fisc, and recognizing that mariculture is compatible with the state'spolicy for managing and enhancing the renewable resources of the coastal zone, and recognizing thatmariculture is compatible with the social and cultural heritage of the coastal area, and thatmariculture will provide economic incentive for landowners to undertake management programs thatwill prevent erosion and deterioration of the invaluable coastal wetlands, it is the policy and purposeof the legislature to provide every method of encouragement and assistance to the wetland owner ofthe state of Louisiana, to protect the culture and heritage that is unique to Louisiana, to preventunemployment of Louisiana citizens, to assure adequate food for Louisiana citizens, and to providefor economic stability for those areas of Louisiana so dependent upon the seafood industry.  Withoutmariculture Louisiana citizens may realize the continuing decline in the quantity and quality of thefisheries resources and related economic consequences of this decline.  To that end, the Legislatureof Louisiana shall foster and encourage the implementation of maricultural practices within dulyauthorized and permitted projects within the coastal zone of the state of Louisiana.B.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, including but not limited to R.S.56:8 (Domesticated fish), the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized toissue permits for maricultural projects within the coastal zone for the development of a maricultureindustry inclusive of all phases of the industry.  The department shall have the authority to and mayexempt permittees from statutory limitations as to the kind, number, or size of fish which may beharvested or taken, or as to the method of harvesting or taking fish, or seasons or other limitations,restrictions, prohibitions, or regulations governing the management and harvesting or taking of fish,including hatchery breeding, spawning, transportation, implantation, propagation, growout, andharvesting of domesticated fish and other aquatic species when produced under permitted rules andregulations.  The secretary shall not issue any permit for the mariculture of any harmful species offish.C.(1)  Permits shall be issued only for areas within the coastal zone on privately owned propertyand water bottoms, and then only to the landowner or his duly authorized designee.  If a maricultureproject requires a coastal use permit from the Department of Natural Resources, no mariculturepermit shall be issued until the coastal use permit is obtained.(2)  Permits shall be issued for the life of the project  if the requirements of this Subpart aremaintained throughout the project.(3)  Applications for permits shall be accepted at any time if the applicant meets therequirements of this Subpart.(4)  No permit shall be issued for a project located offshore in state waters unless the applicantdemonstrates that the project has either been reviewed by marine biologists from Louisiana StateUniversity and Agricultural and Mechanical College, the marine fisheries division of the Departmentof Wildlife and Fisheries, and the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium for Research andEducation or that such biologists participated in the development of the project.  No reviewer shallhave legal or commercial ties to any corporation or person applying for the permit, nor shall anyreviewer be involved in any research grant or exercise that would directly benefit from the resultsof the review.(5)  The permit fee for each mariculture permit shall be one thousand dollars.
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D.  Applications for permits shall include a plan specifying the total acreage necessary and themethod for containment of the fisheries, and procedures for planting, protecting, and harvesting ofthe fish which shall insure the complete separation of domestic stock from wild stock.E.  The secretary shall use the following guidelines for permitting the mariculture projects:(1)  All fisheries utilized in the project shall be purchased from a legal source, and all necessarydocumentation pertaining to those transactions shall be maintained.(2)  All facilities shall be available for inspection by the department during normal businesshours upon notification by the department prior to inspection.  However, the enforcement divisionmay inspect at any time without prior notice.(3)  Detailed records shall be maintained and furnished to the department upon request.  Therecords shall include the following items:(a)  The number of fish or other species bought and sold.(b)  The rate and type of food utilized.(c)  The observed or recorded growth.(d)  The mortality observed.(e)  The average depth of water, current, salinity, and temperature.However, information which would disclose knowledge gained through experimentation thatenhances the yield of production may be withheld.F.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall monitor the stocking, growth, and harvest ofany fish.G.  All data obtained from the monitoring of projects and all documents related thereto shall bepublic and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall make an annual report to the committeeson natural resources of the House and Senate on the progress and effectiveness of the projects.H.  Nothing contained herein shall be interpreted to require activities by Department of Wildlifeand Fisheries personnel which will impede the efficient operation of the enterprise.I.  The secretary shall charge an annual fee of one thousand dollars for each permit issued underthe provisions of this Section.J.  If work to implement the provisions of this Section has not begun within two years from thedate of issuance of a permit authorized herein, that permit shall automatically terminate two yearsfrom the date of issuance.K.  Repealed by Acts 1995, No. 383, §2, eff. June 16, 1995.L.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class three violation.Acts 1987, No. 305, §1, eff. July 5, 1987; Acts 1988, No. 995, §1; Acts 1988, No. 993, §1; Acts 1992, No.528, §1, eff. June 29, 1992; Acts 1995, No. 383, §§1, 2, eff. June 16, 1995; Acts 2008, No. 280, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1988, No. 993, §3, and 995, §3.NOTE:  See Acts 1990, No. 299, §§1 and 2.  Extension of time to operate under certain permits.§579.2.  Harvest of mariculture fish; authority to harvest during closure of fishing The closure of fishing pursuant to any authority of this Title of any species of fish shall notprohibit the harvesting and sale of such fish that are raised pursuant to any mariculture permit orlicense authorized by this Title.Acts 1988, No. 848, §1.
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SUBPART G-3.  LOUISIANA RECREATIONALFISHING DEVELOPMENT BOARD§§580.1 to 580.6.  Repealed by Acts 2001, No. 1137, §1.
SUBPART H.  FISH HATCHERIES §581.  Expropriation of lands The secretary shall build, operate, and maintain fish hatcheries in the state.  He may expropriate,in the manner, form, and method provided by law in ordinary cases of expropriation, any landsnecessary for public use as a hatchery lying adjacent to any property belonging to the departmentor to the state in the possession of the department.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.§582.  Distribution of fish The secretary shall distribute the fish from the state hatcheries to all sections of the state wherethe waters are found suited to the habits of the various species.  Distribution shall be made underrules and regulations provided by the secretary.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.§583.  Federal fish hatchery The United States Secretary of the Interior, and the director of the United States Fish andWildlife Service and his duly authorized agents, may conduct fish hatching and all operationsconnected therewith in Louisiana in connection with a federal fish hatchery to be located in the stateas authorized by the congress of the United States, in any manner and at any time considered by themto be necessary and proper, after consultation with the commission.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  
SUBPART I.  BIOLOGIC STATION§611.  Establishment authorized A biologic station for the investigation of problems affecting the fish and fisheries of Louisianais created and shall be located on the Gulf coast of this state.§612.  Control of station; rules and regulations; donations; acquisition of property The department shall control the station and may: (1)  Adopt all necessary rules and regulations for its government and management.  (2)  Accept donations of money or property for the benefit and use of the station, including fundsappropriated by the state, and disburse these for necessary expenses.  (3)  Acquire lands necessary for the extension or improvement of the station.  (4)  Fish unmolested in any of the waters of state with dredging apparatus, seines, nets, trawls,beam trawls (butterfly nets or wingnets), and all other instruments and apparatus for the sole purposeof obtaining the materials needed in the prosecution of the purposes and necessary investigations inthe direction of the scientific objects for which this station is established.  
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The secretary shall, in general, have all power and authority necessary to carry out the purposesand objects of this Subpart, namely, investigating the flora and fauna of the Gulf of Mexico and thewaters adjacent thereto.Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.§613.  Location; cooperation with federal agencies The secretary shall provide for cooperation with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, inconnection with the investigations of the station, and offer its facilities, under proper regulations,to special investigation and students in the biologic sciences.  He shall publish the results of anyinvestigations that may be of value in the development of the biologic resources of the state.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.
SUBPART J.  DEDICATION OF REVENUES§631.  Funds dedicated In order to enforce properly the conservation laws and rules and regulations of the commissionwith respect to the operation and development of wildlife management areas, wildlife refuges, publicshooting grounds or outdoor recreation areas, all revenue derived from trapping leases or the saleof furs or mineral leases or exploitation in any way of the mineral resources of any such lands underthe jurisdiction of the commission are dedicated to the commission, to be used for the protection,maintenance, operation, and development of such areas or for the acquisition of other such areas.Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.

SUBPART K.  REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS§632.  Powers and duties A.  The secretary shall have the authority to prohibit the commercial harvest or importation ofany species of reptile or amphibian, provided that such a decision is based on accurate biologicaldata or other technical information that indicated such species would interfere with the state's naturalecosystem.B.  The commission shall have the authority to set seasons, establish harvest restrictions, andadopt other rules and regulations that it deems necessary to manage Louisiana's reptile andamphibian resources.  The Reptile and Amphibian Task Force shall be consulted before any newrules or regulations are adopted by the commission.Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 2010, No. 855, §1.§632.1.  Definitions; applicabilityFor purposes of this Subpart, the following words and phrases have the meaning ascribed tothem in this Section, unless the context clearly indicates a different meaning:(1)  "Amphibian" means any vertebrate in the class Amphibia, including but not limited to frogs,toads, and salamanders.(2)  "Native reptiles and amphibians" means any species or subspecies of reptile or amphibianindigenous to the state of Louisiana or any alien species or subspecies of reptile or amphibian thathas been introduced and established in Louisiana.
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(3)  "Reptile" means any vertebrate in the class Reptilia, except the alligator, including but notlimited to turtles, lizards, and snakes.Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 604, §1.§632.2.  Limitations of law The provisions in this Subpart shall not supersede or limit the provisions in R.S. 3:2358.1 et seq.,applicable to the regulation of pet turtles; farm raised turtles are excluded regardless of age.  Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993.  §632.3.  LicensesA.  All persons engaged in the collection of native reptiles and amphibians for noncommercialpurposes must possess one of the following licenses:(1)  A resident must possess a basic recreational fishing license.(2)  A nonresident must possess a basic nonresident fishing license.B.  A violation of this Section is a class one violation.Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 604, §1.§632.4.  Reptile and amphibian collector's license; scientific collector's permitA.  All persons engaged in the sale of native reptiles and amphibians collected in Louisiana mustpossess one of the following licenses:(1)  A resident must possess a resident collector's license at a cost of twenty-five dollars.(2)  A nonresident must possess a nonresident collector's license at a cost of two hundred dollars.(3)  Residents under sixteen years of age shall be required to possess a collector's license at acost of ten dollars.B.  Persons engaged in legitimate herpetological research may request from the secretary ascientific collector's permit.  No fee shall be charged for such a permit.  No specimens obtainedunder this permit may be sold.C.  A violation of this Section is a class three violation.Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 604, §1.§632.5.  Reptile and amphibian wholesale/retail dealer's license; nonresident three-day licenseA.  Any person buying, acquiring, or handling, from any person, by any means whatsoever, orfor propagation for sale, any live species of native reptile or amphibian, except farm raised aquaticchelonians, or any live species of poisonous snake or constrictor, as delineated in R.S. 56:632.5.1,in Louisiana, from within or outside the state, for sale, or resale, whether on a commission basis orotherwise, is a wholesale/retail reptile amphibian dealer and shall possess a reptile and amphibianwholesale/retail dealer's license at a cost of one hundred five dollars for a resident and four hundredfive dollars for a nonresident.B.  All persons selling native, captive-reared reptiles or amphibians, regardless of the numberof generations removed from the wild, shall be required to possess a reptile and amphibianwholesale/retail dealer's license.C.  Individual employees of reptile and amphibian wholesale/retail dealers are not required toobtain a reptile and amphibian wholesale/retail dealer's license when transacting the business of thereptile and amphibian wholesale/retail dealer on the premises of the place of business, but any
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employee or person buying, acquiring, handling, or selling reptiles or amphibians as awholesale/retail dealer or for a wholesale/retail dealer at any place other than on the premises of theplace of business, must obtain a reptile and amphibian wholesale/retail dealer's license.D.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to a person transporting reptiles andamphibians under the privilege of a Louisiana reptile and amphibian wholesale/retail dealer's licensewhen that person buys reptiles and amphibians for or on behalf of the reptile and amphibianwholesale/retail dealer to whom such transport license was issued and only transports such reptilesand amphibians to that wholesale/retail dealer.E.  In lieu of the regular nonresident wholesale/retail dealer's license, nonresidents may purchasea three-day reptile and amphibian wholesale/retail dealer's license for a fee of seventy-five dollars.The three-day license shall be valid only for three consecutive days.F.  A violation of this Section is a class three violation.Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 604, §1; Acts 2007, No. 81, §1; Acts 2010, No.855, §1.§632.5.1.  Constrictors and poisonous snakesA.  The importation or private possession of constrictor snakes in excess of eight feet long,including but not limited to the following species: Apodora papuana (Papuan python), Liasisolivacea, (Olive python), Morelia spilota (Carpet or Diamond python), Morelia kinghorni (Scrubpython), Morelia amethystine (Amethystine python), Python natalensis (Southern African python),Python sebae (African Rock python), Python molurus (Indian or Burmese python), Python reticulatus(Reticulate python), any species of the genus Boa (Boa constrictors), and any species of the genusEunectes (Anacondas), obtained in any manner, shall be only by permit issued by the Departmentof Wildlife and Fisheries except for animals kept by animal sanctuaries, zoos, aquariums, wildliferesearch centers, scientific organizations, and medical research facilities as defined in the AnimalWelfare Act as found in the United States Code Title 7, Chapter 54, 2132(e).B.  The importation or private possession of venomous snakes, including any species undercurrent taxonomic standing recognized to belong to the Families Viperidae (Pitvipers and Vipers),Elapidae (Cobras and Mambas), Hydrophiidae (Sea Snakes), Atractaspididae (Mole Vipers), as wellas the genera Dispholidus, Thelotornis, and Rhabdophis of the Family Colubridae obtained in anymanner, shall be only by permit issued by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries except foranimals kept by animal sanctuaries, zoos, aquariums, wildlife research centers, scientificorganizations, and medical research facilities as defined in the Animal Welfare Act as found in theUnited States Code Title 7, Chapter 54, 2132(e).C.  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is authorized to adopt rules andregulations for the harvest, possession, sale, handling, housing, or importation for species ofconstrictors and poisonous snakes.D.  Violation of the provisions of this Section or rules adopted pursuant thereto shall constitutea class three violation as provided for in R.S. 56:33.Acts 2010, No. 855, §1.§632.6.  Methods of collection A.  The use of gasoline places, nests, or dens is prohibited.  B.  The destruction of natural habitats is prohibited.  All logs, rocks, and other natural objectsmay be turned over or moved, but they must be replaced in their original position upon completionof the collector's inspection.  
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C.  Any trap or other device designed to capture reptiles or amphibians, which remains in thefield unattended, must bear a tag with the name, address, and license number of the collector.  Allsuch devices must be checked every twenty-four hours or they must be rendered unworkable duringperiods of nonuse.  D.  A violation of this Section, chemicals, or other volatile substances to flush reptiles andamphibians from natural hiding is a class one violation.  Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993.§632.7.  License fee dedication All funds derived from the sale of reptile and amphibian collector's licenses and reptile andamphibian wholesale/retail dealer's licenses shall be placed in the Conservation Fund in accordancewith R.S. 56:10.Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 2010, No. 855, §1.§632.8.  The Reptile and Amphibian Task ForceThere is hereby created within the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, the Reptile andAmphibian Task Force, hereinafter referred to as "the task force".  The task force shall be anadvisory task force and shall perform those duties required by the secretary and by this Subpart.  Thetask force shall be composed of the following voting members:(1)  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designee.(2)  The  assistant secretary of the office of fisheries  of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheriesor his designee.(3)  One member appointed by the Louisiana Wildlife Federation.(4)  One member who is involved in the Louisiana wholesale/retail pet trade appointed by thesecretary.(5)  Five members who have been reptile, amphibian, or animal educational/scientific/pet dealerswith a minimum of three years experience appointed by the secretary.(6)  One member appointed by the Louisiana Science Teachers Association.(7)  The assistant secretary of the office of wildlife of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheriesor his designee.(8)  The commissioner of the Department of Agriculture and Forestry or his designee.(9)  One wildlife specialist from the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service.(10)  Three herpetologists representing academic interests appointed by the secretary from aninstitution of higher education in the state.(11)  One board-certified pathologist or toxicologist appointed by the secretary.(12)  One member from the Audubon Institute or his designee.Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 604, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1239, §1.§632.9.  Transporter; license required; license fee; prohibitions;  number of licenses;transferability; records; common carriersA.  Operators and drivers of any form of commercial transport, except common carriers, whoare in the act of loading, unloading, or transporting reptiles or amphibians shall have in theirpossession at least one of the following licenses:(1)  A reptile and amphibian collector's license.
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(2)  A reptile and amphibian wholesale/retail dealer's license.(3)  A reptile and amphibian transport license.B.(1)  The cost of a reptile and amphibian transport license is thirty dollars per vehicle for aresident and one hundred twenty dollars per vehicle for a nonresident and can be purchased only bya person holding a valid Louisiana reptile and amphibian collector's license or valid Louisiana reptileand amphibian wholesale/retail dealer's license.(2)  The reptile and amphibian transport license shall be in the name of and bear the licensenumber of the purchaser and shall state "Reptile and Amphibian Transport License".(3)  The reptile and amphibian transport license may be applied for in the same manner and isvalid for the same one-year period as that of the purchaser's license.C.(1)  A person transporting reptiles or amphibians under privilege of a transport license isprohibited from buying or selling, by any  means whatsoever, any species of reptile or amphibian.(2)  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to a person transporting reptiles or amphibiansunder the privilege of a Louisiana reptile and amphibian transport license purchased in connectionwith a Louisiana reptile and amphibian wholesale/retail dealer's license when that person buysreptiles or amphibians for or on behalf of the reptile and amphibian wholesale/retail dealer to whomsuch transport license was issued and only transports such reptiles or amphibians to that reptile andamphibian wholesale/retail dealer.D.  A validly licensed reptile and amphibian collector or reptile and amphibian wholesale/retaildealer may purchase any number of reptile and amphibian transport licenses.E.  Transport licenses are freely transferable between vehicles, but the reptile and amphibianlicensee remains responsible for all activities taking place under authority of that license.F.  Common carriers are exempted from the license provisions of this Section, but are requiredto comply with other provisions of this Section.G.  Shipments containing reptiles or amphibians shall be plainly marked and the tags orcertificates shall show the names of the consignor and the consignee, with an itemized statement ofeach kind contained therein.  Bills of lading issued by a common carrier for such shipments shallstate the number of packages that contain reptiles or amphibians.  Shipments of reptiles oramphibians of any species ordinarily used for human consumption made to points outside the state,other than by common carrier, shall be registered by the owner or his agent at some port of exitestablished by the commission and shall be inspected.H.  Information, data, and statistics obtained by the department pursuant to this Section shall beused for the equitable and efficient administration and enforcement of the laws pertaining to thereptile or amphibian resources of the state and for conservation and management purposes.I.  The department shall draft regulations prescribing procedures to preserve the confidentialityof all reptile or amphibian dependent data, information or statistics submitted or collected pursuantto the provisions of this Subpart, for approval by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission andpromulgation in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.J.  Violation of any provision of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Acts 1995, No. 604, §1.§633.  Reptile and Amphibian Research FundA.  In order to insure that the necessary and proper funds are available to qualified and legitimateherpetologists, there is hereby established the Reptile and Amphibian Research Fund in the statetreasury.
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B.  Funds received by the Reptile and Amphibian Research Fund in the form of fees shall bedeposited immediately upon receipt into the state treasury.C.  After compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution ofLouisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, and prior to monies being placed inthe state general fund, an amount equal to that deposited as required by Subsection B hereof shallbe credited to a special fund hereby created in the state treasury to be known as the "Reptile andAmphibian Research Fund".  The monies in this fund shall be used solely as provided by SubsectionD hereof and only in the amounts appropriated by the legislature.  All unexpended andunencumbered monies in this fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in such fund.  Themonies in this fund shall be invested by the state treasurer in the same manner as monies in the stategeneral fund, and interest earned on the investment of these monies shall be credited to this fund,again, following compliance with the requirement of Article VII, Section 9(B) relative to the BondSecurity and Redemption Fund.D.  The monies in the Reptile and Amphibian Research Fund shall be used solely foradministration of this Subpart and legitimate herpetological research.  Such grants shall be made inaccordance with the rules and regulations adopted by the commission pursuant to the AdministrativeProcedure Act.E.  The Reptile and Amphibian Research Fund shall be funded by the assessment of a onepercent fee on the gross out-of-state sales of native reptiles and amphibians.  The one percent fee onthe gross out-of-state sales of native reptiles or amphibians shall be payable to the department on orbefore the tenth day of the month following the date of sale and shall be due each quarter beginningJuly 1, 1995.  Upon failure to pay the assessment when due, a penalty of ten percent of theassessment due per quarter shall be levied and collected by the department in addition to the onepercent assessment due.  Any quarterly report submitted with false information or nonpayment ofthe one percent assessment for two consecutive quarters will be cause for license revocation orsuspension.F.  The expenditure of funds from the Reptile and Amphibian Research Fund shall be made atthe discretion of the department after consultation with the Reptile and Amphibian Task Force.Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 604, §1.§634.  Frogs; season; jacklights; restrictions on takingA.  Frogs may be taken with the aid of a jacklight or any other visible light and by means ofmechanical devices known as frog catchers.  A person is also permitted to take frogs with devicesthat puncture the skin such as gigs and spears.  No person shall carry or have in his possession anyshotgun, rifle, or firearm while taking or hunting frogs during the nighttime.B.  Bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana) and lagoon frogs or grunters (Rana grylio) may be taken yearround except during the months of April and May.C.  No person shall take or possess large bullfrogs (Rana catesbeiana) that are less than fiveinches in length, nor take or possess lagoon frogs or grunters (Rana grylio) that are less than threeinches in length.  The length is measured from the tip of the muzzle to the posterior end of the bodybetween the hind legs.  However, if a special permit is obtained from the department prior to thetaking, such frogs under the legal size may be taken from privately owned ponds, impoundments,or waters by the owner thereof or his authorized representative and may be sold to other persons forpurposes of stocking private waters, ponds, or impoundments.D.  A violation of this Section shall constitute a class three violation, R.S. 56:33.Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 604, §1.
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§635.  Diamondback terrapins; trapping; turtle eggsA.  No person shall take diamondback terrapins by means of traps of any kind, and no personshall take the eggs of any species of turtle, except the red ear (Trachemys Scripta), wherever found.B.  No person shall ship diamondback terrapins out of the state between the fifteenth of Apriland the fifteenth of June.  All diamondback terrapins caught by any means whatsoever during thatperiod shall be immediately returned to the water alive.Acts 1992, No. 256, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1995, No. 604, §1.§636.  License requirements; possession; nontransferabilityA.  Persons taking reptiles or amphibians, whether recreationally or commercially, and personsinvolved in the reptile and amphibian industry, including wholesale/retail dealers and transportersshall be licensed in accordance with this Subpart.B.  Persons engaged in an activity for which a license is required shall have in their immediatepossession a valid, original license and shall show such license upon demand to a duly authorizedagent of the department.C.  Except as provided in this Subpart, licenses cannot be assigned or transferred or used by anyother person.  An officer authorized to enforce the provisions of this Subpart shall take possessionof any license found in the possession of any person other than the one to whom issued and shalldeliver it to the department for cancellation.  The license is thereupon void.D.  The following applies to all licenses required by this Subpart:(1)  No license may be issued until all information requested is supplied to the issuing agent.(2)  Forms of acceptable payment for licenses shall be determined by the department.(3)  No resident license may be issued prior to proof of Louisiana residency by the applicant.(4)  The issuance of a license is conditional upon validation of all information on the application.If the department finds any material misstatement of fact regarding the residency of the applicant,the license is void and shall be immediately surrendered to an agent of the department.E.  A violation of this Section is a class two violation.Acts 1995, No. 604, §1.§637.  RecordsA.  Wholesale/retail dealers shall keep in the English language records of:(1)  The quantity and species of reptiles and amphibians acquired, the date the reptiles oramphibians were acquired, and the name and license number of the collector, the wholesale/retaildealer, or the out-of-state seller from which the reptiles or amphibians were acquired.(2)  The quantity and species of reptiles or amphibians sold, the date sold, and the name andlicense number of the person to whom the reptiles or amphibians were sold.  When the reptiles oramphibians are sold to the consumer, the records shall indicate the quantity, species, and date andshall state that the reptiles or amphibians were sold to the consumer.B.  Such records shall be maintained for three years and shall be open to inspection by thedepartment.C.  All information, data, and statistics obtained by the department pursuant to this Section shallbe used for the equitable and efficient administration and enforcement of the laws pertaining to thereptile and amphibian resources of the state and for conservation and management purposes.
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D.  The names, addresses, and license numbers of the collectors shall remain confidential,provided such information shall be available and used by the department for administrative andenforcement purposes.E.  Any wholesale/retail dealer who purchases reptiles or amphibians shall give one part of athree-part receipt form to the collector at the time of the sale, shall retain one part, and shall submitone part to the secretary of the department.Acts 1995, No. 604, §1.§637.1.  Definitions; applicabilityA.  For purposes of this Subpart, the following words and phrases shall have the meaningascribed to them in this Section, unless the context clearly indicates a different meaning:(1)  "Box turtle" means any species of the genus Terrapene, that is indigenous to the state ofLouisiana.  This includes any hybrids of these species.  All box turtles in Louisiana shall be deemedto be native to Louisiana.(2)  "Farm-raised box turtle" means any box turtle that was hatched and raised on a turtle farm.(3)  "Turtle farm" means any pet turtle farm that is located and  operating inside the state ofLouisiana that is also licensed by the Department of Agriculture and Forestry to do business in thisstate.(4)  "Wild box turtle" means any box turtle not hatched and raised on a turtle farm.  A box turtleshall be considered as wild unless a valid bill of sale, clearly demonstrating it to be a farm-raised boxturtle, is produced.B.  Administration; enforcement; penalties(1)  Commercial use of box turtles:(a)  With the exception of farm-raised box turtles, no box turtle, no box turtle egg, or any partof a box turtle shall be sold, traded, or otherwise entered into commerce.(b)  There shall be no taking of wild box turtles for commercial purposes.(c)  Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, any violation of this Section shallbe a class four violation, R.S. 56:34.(2)  Recreational use of wild box turtles.  No more than two wild box turtles per day may betaken for recreational purposes, and no person shall have in his or her possession more than four boxturtles at any time.  A violation of this Paragraph shall constitute a class one violation, R.S. 56:31.Acts 1999, No. 81, §1.
SUBPART L.  SALTWATER FISHERY CONSERVATIONAND MANAGEMENT§638.1.  Saltwater fishery conservation and management; legislative intent Recognizing that there are ever increasing numbers of both sport and commercial fishermenutilizing the waters of the state for recreational and commercial pursuits resulting in conflicts overlimited space and competition for the same saltwater fish, and acknowledging that both the sport andcommercial fishing industries are vital to the economy of the coastal region and the entire state, thesaltwater fishery standards for conservation and management of all species of saltwater finfish arehereby declared to be fair and in the best interest of the state.  Acts 1991, No. 708, §1.
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§638.2.  Findings The state of Louisiana recognizes that: (1)  Its saltwater finfish resources are of great value and are renewable.  These saltwater finfishresources make many contributions to the state including, but not limited to, the food supply,economy, and health of the state and recreational opportunities.  With proper regulations of theharvest by fishermen, coupled with protection and enhancement of their saltwater and estuarinehabitat, Louisiana's saltwater finfish resources should be available to provide these benefits to thestate indefinitely.  (2)  As a consequence of increased fishing pressure and/or other factors and because of theinadequacy of fishery conservation and management practices, certain stocks of fish may have beenor will become overfished.  (3)  The future productivity of saltwater finfish resources may be seriously jeopardized as aconsequence of the continued loss of Louisiana coastal wetlands, or because of human actionsaffecting the functionality and value of the coastal wetlands as saltwater finfish estuary and habitat.(4)  Both commercial and recreational fishing constitute a major source of employment andcontribute significantly to the economy of the state.  Many coastal areas are dependent upon suchfishing and related activities and their economies have been damaged by pollution, habitatdegradation, and/or overfishing.  (5)  Saltwater finfish resources are finite but renewable.  If timely placed under soundmanagement, the fisheries can be conserved and maintained so as to provide optimum yields on acontinuing basis.  (6)  A state program for the wise conservation and management of the saltwater finfish resourcesof Louisiana is necessary to maintain plentiful fish populations to prevent overfishing, to rebuildreduced stocks, to insure conservation, and to realize their full potential.  (7)  The safe development or improvement of fisheries that are not fully or properly utilized bythe Louisiana commercial and recreational fishermen and fishing industries, should help to assurethat Louisiana benefits from the employment, food supply, recreation, and social and economicbenefit that could be maintained or generated thereby, if pursued in such a fashion that is socially,scientifically, economically, anthropologically, and biologically sound for the state, the species, andany related species.  (8)  A strong state program is necessary to advocate the importance of the functionality andvalue of Louisiana's coastal wetlands as estuary and habitat for saltwater fisheries resources, thesocial and economic value of these resources to the state and the nation, and the need to actively seekto avoid any net loss of this functionality and value.  Acts 1991, No. 708, §1.§638.3.  Purposes In order to implement the objectives and purposes of this Subpart, the commission shall: (1)  Take timely action to conserve and manage saltwater finfish species.  (2)  Promote the use of sound conservation and management principles in the regulation ofcommercial and recreational fishing.  (3)  Actively advocate, on behalf of the saltwater finfish constituency, improvement of or no netloss of the functionality and value of the saltwater fisheries' habitat and estuary.  
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(4)  Provide for the preparation and implementation of fishery management plans, in accordancewith this policy that will prevent overfishing and will achieve and maintain plentiful fish populationsto ensure, on a continuing basis, the optimum yield from each fishery.  (5)  Recognize that saltwater finfish populations are subject to both natural and man-inducedincreases and decreases, and that changes in harvest levels may need to be recommended.  If changesare required, these increases and decreases should be distributed among all fishermen in a fair andequitable manner that considers among other factors historical usage, ensuring that no historical usergroups will be arbitrarily excluded.  Acts 1991, No. 708, §1.  §638.4.  Policy The policy of the state of Louisiana is hereby declared to be the following: Stewardship of the state's saltwater finfish resources shall have as its utmost concern thecontinued health and abundance of the resource and its environs, shall provide for optimumsustained benefits to the state, shall be responsive to the needs of interested and affected citizens,shall ensure the proper and fair utilization of these resources for the citizens of the state in presentand future generations, shall preserve the state's exclusive right to manage the fisheries within orbeyond its jurisdiction, and shall be based on the best scientific information available.  In addition,such stewardship of the state's saltwater finfish resources shall draw upon federal, state, andacademic capabilities and promote efficiency in carrying out research, administration, management,and enforcement.  Acts 1991, No. 708, §1.  §638.5.  Saltwater fishery standards The commission shall adopt such rules and regulations, consistent with the authority granted bythis Chapter, and in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, for the harvesting,conservation, and management of all species of saltwater finfish, in accordance with the followingstandards: (1)  Conservation and management measures shall prevent overfishing while achieving, on acontinuing basis, the optimum yield while maintaining healthy, plentiful stocks.  In fact, every effortwill be made at all times to prevent a harvest from exceeding the safe upper limit of harvests whichcan be taken consistently year after year without diminishing the stocks so that the stock is trulyinexhaustible and perpetually renewable.  (2)  Conservation and management measures shall be based upon the best scientific, economic,biological, anthropological, and sociological information available.  (3)  To the extent practicable, an individual stock or unit of fish shall be managed as a unitthroughout its range within the state's jurisdictional authority and interrelated stocks of fish and othersaltwater resources shall be managed in close coordination.  (4)  If it becomes necessary to allocate or assign fishing privileges among various fishermen,such allocations to the extent practicable shall be: (a)  Fair and equitable to all such fishermen.  (b)  Reasonably calculated to promote conservation.  (c)  Carried out in such a manner that no particular individual, corporation, or other legal entityacquires an excessive share of such privileges.  
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(d)  In the best interest of the citizens of Louisiana.  (5)  Conservation and management measures shall, where practicable, promote efficiency in theconservation and management of fishery resources; except that no such measure shall have economicallocation as its sole purpose.  (6)  Conservation and management measures shall, where practicable, minimize costs and avoidunnecessary duplication.  (7)  Conservation and management measures may take into account and allow for variationsamong, and contingencies in, fisheries resources and catches.  Acts 1991, No. 708, §1.
SUBPART M.  ARTIFICIAL REEFS§639.1.  Title This Subpart shall be known and may be cited as the "Louisiana Fishing Enhancement Act".  Acts 1986, No. 100, §1, eff. June 23, 1986.  §639.2.  Purposes The purpose of this Subpart is to promote and facilitate effective establishment and maintenanceof artificial reefs in the offshore waters of Louisiana, as provided in this Subpart and in compliancewith the National Fishing Enhancement Act.  It is the further purpose of this Subpart to provide forthe jurisdiction and cooperation of various state agencies in the implementation of any plan orprogram developed pursuant to this Subpart.  Acts 1986, No. 100, §1,§639.3.  Definitions As used in this Subpart, the following terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in thisSection, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: (1)  "Artificial reef" means a structure or system of structures which is constructed, placed, orpermitted in waters covered under this Subpart for the purpose of enhancing fishery resources andcommercial and recreational fishing opportunities.  (2)  "CCEER" means Center for Coastal, Energy, and Environmental Resources.(3)  "Department" means the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  (4)  Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 271, §2.  (5)  "Initiative" means the Artificial Reef Initiative at Louisiana State University, which isdeveloping a Louisiana Artificial Reef Development Plan.  (6)  "National Fishing Enhancement Act" means the federal artificial reef developmentlegislation, PL 98-623, Title II.  (7)  "Reef materials" means any materials allowed under the National Artificial Reef Plan,adopted pursuant to the National Fishing Enhancement Act for construction of artificial reefs.  (8)  "Secretary" means the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  (9)  "Waters covered under this Subpart" means the navigable waters of Louisiana and watersof the federal exclusive economic zone adjacent to Louisiana waters.  
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(10)  Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 271, §2.  (11)  "Sea Grant" means the Louisiana Sea Grant College Program.Acts 1986, No. 100, §1, eff. June 23, 1986; Acts 1993, No. 271, §§1, 2. eff. June 23, 1986.  §639.4.  Establishment of standards Artificial reefs in waters covered under this Subpart shall be sited, constructed, and subsequentlymaintained, monitored, and managed based upon the best scientific information available, and in amanner which shall: (1)  Enhance and conserve fishery resources to the maximum extent practicable.  (2)  Facilitate access and utilization by Louisiana recreational and commercial user groups.  (3)  Minimize conflicts among competing uses of waters covered under this Subpart and theresources in such waters.  (4)  Minimize environmental risks and risks to personal and public health and property.  (5)  Be consistent with generally accepted principles of international law and national fishinglaw, and not create any unreasonable obstructions to navigation.  Acts 1986, No. 100, §1, eff. June 23, 1986.  §639.5.  Artificial Reef Development Program; authorities and responsibilities of cooperatingagencies A.  There is hereby created the Louisiana Artificial Reef Development Program, hereinaftercalled the "program", to promote, develop, maintain, monitor, and enhance the artificial reefpotential in the waters covered under this Subpart.  The department, CCEER, and Sea Grant shallbe primary participants in this program and shall operate out of the Artificial Reef DevelopmentFund under the direction of the department.B.(1)  The department shall administer and enforce the program as provided in this Subpart andin accordance with the National Fishing Enhancement Act.  The department shall: (a)  Plan and review permit applications with advice from CCEER.(b)  Coordinate with relevant state and federal agencies.  (c)  Hold joint public hearings on proposed reefs.  (d)  Oversee maintenance and placement requirements of the reefs.(e)  Develop additional technical information needed to carry out the program.  (2)  The department shall also serve as liaison with the United States Department of the Interiorregarding interaction of the program with federal outercontinental shelf leasing and productionactivities.C.  CCEER shall provide technical support to the department for program development.  CCEERshall additionally: (1)  Prepare, update, and provide the department with technical, biological, and operationalcriteria for site selection and development.  (2)  Assist the department in preparing permit applications for artificial reefs.  (3)  Assist in biological monitoring.  (4)  Evaluate and recommend reef sites.  (5)  Evaluate reef potential and design.  
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(6)  Update exclusion mapping.  (7)  Promote public awareness of the program.  (8)  Provide geotechnical support for reef siting by determining bottom suitability andidentifying geologic hazards, evaluating the potential for future oil, gas, and other mineralproduction in reef sites, and by analyzing the potential for using artificial reefs to supplement thestate's coastal protection efforts.D.  Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 271, §2.  E.  The Louisiana Sea Grant College Program shall coordinate fisheries research projects thatmight be proposed by Louisiana universities to support the program.  Acts 1986, No. 100, §1, eff. June 23, 1986; Acts 1993, No. 271, §§1, 2.  §639.6.  Louisiana Artificial Reef Development Council A.  To oversee the program, there is hereby created the Louisiana Artificial Reef DevelopmentCouncil, hereinafter referred to as the "council", which shall be within the Louisiana Department ofWildlife and Fisheries.  The council will be composed of the secretary of the Department of Wildlifeand Fisheries, the executive director of CCEER, and the executive director of Sea Grant, or theirdesignees.  The council shall select a chairman.  B.  The council is empowered to oversee development and implementation of the LouisianaArtificial Reef Development Plan.  The council is charged with providing guidance to the departmenton policy and procedural matters concerning the program and shall make recommendations to thedepartment regarding the allocation of funds to various program components.  Acts 1986, No. 100, §1, eff. June 23, 1986; Acts 1993, No. 271, §1.§639.7.  Preparation of the Louisiana Artificial Reef Development Plan A.  The Louisiana Artificial Reef Initiative is directed to complete its work on the LouisianaArtificial Reef Development Plan, hereinafter called the "plan", within one year of the effective dateof this Subpart.  B.  The initiative shall present the plan to the council for approval.  Upon unanimous approvalby the council, and after review by the department, the plan shall be presented by October 1, 1987,to the House and Senate Natural Resources Committees for their approval.  C.  All artificial reefs developed in state waters shall be consistent with the approved plan.  Stateagency comments and recommendations on artificial reefs in federal waters shall also be consistentwith the approved plan.  D.  The plan shall include: (1)  Operational guidelines for the program, including specific participant roles and projectedfunding requirements for program elements.(2)  Geographic, hydrographic, geological, biological, ecological, social, economic, and othercriteria for permitting and siting artificial reefs.(3)  Design, material, and other criteria for establishing, constructing, and maintaining artificialreefs.(4)  Mechanisms and methodologies for monitoring artificial reefs in compliance with therequirements of permits issued under Section 205 of the National Fishing Act.  (5)  Mechanisms and methodologies for managing the use of artificial reefs.  
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(6)  An exclusionary map which depicts priority areas for artificial reef development consistentwith this Subpart and the National Fishing Enhancement Act.  (7)  Provisions for updating the plan based on findings of the Artificial Reef DevelopmentProgram. (8)  Provisions for managing the Reef Fund in a manner which will assure successful programimplementation.  Acts 1986, No. 100, §1, eff. June 23, 1986.§639.8.  Department of Wildlife and Fisheries; Artificial Reef Development FundA.  The secretary is authorized to accept and receive grants, donations of monies or materials,and other forms of assistance from private and public sources which are provided to the state for thepurpose of siting, designing, constructing, monitoring, and otherwise managing an artificial reefsystem.B.  Any funds received by the department pursuant to the provisions and purposes of this Subpartshall be deposited immediately upon receipt into the state treasury.C.  There is hereby established a fund in the state treasury to be known as the Artificial ReefDevelopment Fund, hereinafter referred to as the "Reef Fund" or "Fund", into which the statetreasurer shall each fiscal year, and beginning with the 1986-87 Fiscal Year, deposit the fundsreceived as provided in R.S. 56:639.8(A) and (B), after those revenues have been deposited in theBond Security and Redemption Fund.  Out of the funds remaining in the Bond Security andRedemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from that fund to pay all obligations securedby the full faith and credit of the state that become due and payable within each fiscal year, thetreasurer, prior to placing such funds in the state general fund, shall pay into the Reef Fund anamount equal to the funds deposited by the department into the treasury as provided in SubsectionB.  The monies in the Reef Fund shall be used solely as provided by Subsection E herein and onlyin the amounts appropriated by the legislature.  All unexpended and unencumbered monies in theReef Fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.  The monies in the fund shall beinvested by the state treasurer in the same manner as monies in the state general fund, and interestearned on the investment of these monies shall be credited to the fund, again, following compliancewith the requirement of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Louisiana Constitution, relative to the BondSecurity and Redemption Fund.D.  The council shall review and comment on proposed expenditures from the fund at the timeof budget preparation by the department.  The department shall maintain records of the sources ofmoney received and the purpose therefor, as well as the person or persons to whom money is paidand the purpose therefor.  Vouchers or receipts shall be kept for all money paid out.  The departmentshall employ such personnel as are necessary to meet the department's responsibilities under theprogram.  The department shall allocate from the fund an amount sufficient to pay the salaries ofpersonnel assigned to or responsible for the conduct of the program and shall allocate such amountas necessary for related operating expenses.  Money appropriated or otherwise made available to theparticipants in the program for authorized purposes shall be withdrawn from the treasury on warrantof the secretary or his designee.E.(1)  Monies may be withdrawn directly from the Reef Fund for the operation of the programas described in R.S. 56:639.5, including evaluation of the program and administrative and fieldsupport for the permitting, establishing, monitoring, and maintenance of artificial reefs establishedpursuant to this Subpart until such time that the council determines that the annual interest earningsfrom the fund are sufficient to run the program.
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(2)  In addition to the expenditures authorized in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, an amountnot to exceed ten percent of the funds deposited to the fund each year and ten percent of the interestincome to the fund may be used by the department to provide funding in association with the wildseafood certification program, particularly in support of wild-caught shrimp, established by thedepartment.  Such funding may be used for a subsidy granted to seafood harvesters or processors toassist in their efforts to comply with the certification program requirements and may be used foradministration of the program.F.  The secretary shall insure that the Reef Fund contains sufficient reserves to operate theprogram in a manner consistent with the state plan.G.  In future years, if interest income exceeds operational costs for the artificial reef program,marine fisheries research and habitat enhancement projects may be funded through the departmentwith advice from the council.Acts 1986, No. 100, §1, eff. June 23, 1986; Acts 1993, No. 271, §1; Acts 2003, No. 1015, §1; Acts 2010,No. 315, §1.§639.9.  Permitting for the construction and management of artificial reefs A.  The state of Louisiana is empowered to serve as permittee for artificial reefs in waterscovered under this Subpart, provided such reefs are consistent with and established within theguidelines of this Subpart and the National Fishing Enhancement Act.  The secretary is herebyempowered to administer and enforce the program for the state of Louisiana.  B.  In acquiring necessary federal permits for artificial reefs, the secretary or his designee shall:(1)  Consult with and consider the views of appropriate federal agencies, state, and localgovernments, and other interested parties.  (2)  Ensure that the provisions for siting, constructing, monitoring, maintaining, and managingany artificial reef developed pursuant to this Subpart be consistent with the criteria and standardsestablished under this Subpart and the National Fishing Enhancement Act.  (3)  Ensure that title to any artificial reef component or construction material is unambiguous.(4)  Consider the National Artificial Reef Plan developed under Section 204 of the NationalFishing Enhancement Act, and notify the secretary of the United States Department of Commerceof any need to deviate from that plan.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,in consultation with the other members of the council, shall also review and comment on otherartificial reef permit applications to insure that artificial reef permits sought by groups other thanLouisiana are consistent with the state plan developed under this Subpart and the National FishingEnhancement Act. Acts 1986, No. 100, §1, eff. June 23, 1986.  §639.10.  Liability A.  The department, the state of Louisiana and its agencies, and any insurer of these groups shallnot be liable for damages caused by activities required to be undertaken under the terms andconditions of state and federal permits acquired for reef development.  B.  Any person or company who has transferred title of artificial reef construction materials tothe state of Louisiana shall not be liable for damages arising from the use of such materials in anartificial reef, if such materials meet applicable requirements of the National Artificial Reef Planpublished under Section 204 of the National Fishing Enhancement Act, and United StatesDepartment of Interior regulations.  Acts 1986, No. 100, §1, eff. June 23, 1986.  
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SUBPART N.  RIGHT TO FISH
§640.1.  "Right to Fish" Law This Subpart shall be known as and may be referred to as the Louisiana Right to Fish Law.  Acts 1986, No. 988, §1.§640.2.  Definitions The terms used herein shall have the following meanings ascribed to them, unless the contextclearly indicates otherwise: (1)  "Fisheries operation" means any type of operation involving the harvesting, processing,storing, canning, or landing of fish, any operation providing fishery support services, or any pieceof equipment used therein, including but not limited to fishing vessels, fishing gear and equipment,processing plants, canning plants, docks, piers, loading areas, landing areas, and ice houses.  (2)  "Generally accepted fisheries practices" means any practices conducted in a mannerconsistent with proper and accepted customs and standards as established and followed by similarfisheries operations in similar communities or locales and under similar circumstances.  Acts 1986, No. 988, §1.§640.3.  Right to fish; legislation; scientific dataA.  The legislature recognizes that under the public trust doctrine the marine fishery resources,among other natural resources, are managed by the state in trust for the benefit of all its citizens.B.  The legislature also recognizes that all citizens of the state have a right to fish in andotherwise enjoy marine waters as long as they are in compliance with current licensing requirements.Furthermore, conservation and management decisions shall be fair and equitable to all the peopleof the state and implemented in such a manner that no individual, corporation, or other entityacquires an excessive share of such rights and privileges.  The right to fish does not convey anyproperty right or ownership in the fishery resource, but rather recognizes continued public accessto fishing opportunities in marine waters.C.  The legislature further recognizes that the state's marine fishery resources require propermanagement in order to be sustained biologically and to continually produce a maximum yield ofsocial and economic benefits.  To this end, restrictions on legal fishing methods to harvest finfish,shrimp, oysters, crabs, and other marine fish species may become necessary.D.  The department shall recommend the elimination or restriction of any fishing gear currentlyin use or which may be used in recreational or commercial fisheries in implementing its managementresponsibilities or in response to any emergency situation.  While elimination or restriction may haveuneven impacts on different groups of fishermen, the proposed measures should be applicable to allpeople of the state.  In addition to acquiring the best available biological data, the department shalluse all practicable means to collect all relevant social and economic data in support of suchallocation decisionmaking efforts.Acts 1986, No. 988, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1316, §2.
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PART VIII.  LICENSING PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO BOTH FISH AND GAME§641.  Hunting, fishing licenses; Wild Louisiana Stamp; multi-year issuance; feesA.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, through its secretary, may, in addition to theissuance of annual individual hunting and fishing licenses and in order to facilitate the distributionof sport hunting and fishing licenses as provided in this Chapter, provide for the issuance of huntingor fishing licenses, or the Wild Louisiana Stamp, on a three year basis, exclusive of any other speciallicenses otherwise authorized by law.  The license may be issued on an individual license basis orany license combination presently allowed by law. The fee for such multi-year hunting or fishinglicenses, or the Wild Louisiana Stamp, issued shall be the same as the sum of the individual huntingor fishing license, or the Wild Louisiana Stamp, or the sum of any combination hunting or fishinglicense as now or hereafter provided by law.  The department shall provide for computerized mailrenewal of all licenses or stamps issued under the provisions of this Section.  The secretary shallpromulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the provisions of this Section.B.  The multiple year license fee collected under the provisions of this Section shall, after receiptand deposit in the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund, as required by law, beappropriated on a pro-rata basis to the department.Acts 1995, No. 513, §1.§641.1.  Exclusive licensing authority; rules and regulationsA.  The legislature finds that it is in the best interests of protecting, conserving, and replenishingthe wildlife and fisheries resources of the state that the department, through its secretary, shall haveauthority to provide for the issuance of hunting and fishing licenses through an electronic issuancesystem.B.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the secretary shall promulgaterules and regulations to implement an automated license issuance system which includes but is notlimited to the following nonexclusive authorization:(1)  To enter into contracts for the provisions of licensing services.(2)  To provide for regulations, qualification criteria, and compensation of  licensing agents.(3)  To provide for the funding for an automated license issuance system and related servicesincluding license agent commissions.(4)  To provide for criteria to accept or reject applicants or suspend a licensee.(5)  To provide for effective license numbers.(6)  To provide that a license may become effective immediately upon issuance of an effectivelicense number.(7)  To provide for special lottery-type issues.(8)  To enter into agreements for any manner of license issuance, distribution, and compensationtherefor, including contingency fee contracts.Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §2, eff. Sept. 21, 1998; Acts 2003, No. 90, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §4, Re: Effectiveness and effective date of Act.  Letterdated Sept. 21, 1998, was sent to Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries from commissioner of administrationstating that funds were appropriated from the La. Technology Innovation Fund to implement theprogram.
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§642.  Credit card or business check purchasesA.  The department shall adopt rules for the purchase by credit card of hunting, recreationalfishing, and recreational gear licenses, the duck license provided for in R.S. 56:152, the combinationor universal license provided for in R.S. 56:646, and the Wild Louisiana Stamp provided for in R.S.56:1832.  The rules shall include the criteria the purchaser and the credit card must meet in order toqualify for use.B.  The department may make available a "900" telephone number that any purchaser may callin order to purchase such licenses by use of a credit card.  The department may, by rule, impose anadditional fee for the use of a credit card to purchase the licenses, provided that such fee shall notexceed the actual cost incurred by the department for providing for credit card transactions.  Thedepartment shall adopt a procedure to expedite the issuance of such licenses and stamps purchasedby telephone with a credit card.C.  The department shall adopt rules and regulations authorizing the use of a credit or debit cardor business check to purchase commercial licenses or permits and for the purchase of oyster tags.The rules and regulations shall include the criteria the purchaser and the credit or debit card orbusiness check shall meet in order to qualify for use.Acts 1995, No. 660, §1; Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §2, eff. Sept. 21, 1998; Acts 2001, No. 270, §1;Acts 2009, No. 374, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1998, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 164, §4, Re: Effectiveness and effective date of Act.  Letterdated Sept. 21, 1998, was sent to Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries from commissioner of administrationstating that funds were appropriated from the La. Technology Innovation Fund to implement theprogram.§643.  Exemption of persons under age sixteen and certain military personnel from licensingrequirements; active duty servicemembers, their spouses, and their childrenA.  Persons under sixteen years of age, whether residents or nonresidents of the state, shall notbe required to pay fees for the issuance of noncommercial hunting and fishing licenses.B.(1)  Any person who possesses a military identification card that signifies that he is currentlyon active military duty with any one of the armed forces of the United States, including the NationalGuard, or the spouse or dependent of such person, may be issued a license for hunting or recreationalfishing in Louisiana after payment of the same fee as that required of Louisiana residents for thatsame license.  Any license purchased under the provisions of this Subsection shall be valid onlyduring that time when the person is on active duty in the armed forces of the United States.  Inaddition, the provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to the purchase of lifetime licenses.  Themilitary identification card or dependent card and the appropriate license must be on the licensee'sperson at all times when he is engaged in hunting or fishing activities.(2)(a)  Any Louisiana resident who submits proof of his status as an active member in goodstanding of the Louisiana National Guard or any reserve component of the United States armedforces, though not currently on active duty, shall, upon request, be issued a resident LouisianaNational Guard license for a fee of fifty dollars.  This license shall be in lieu of basic hunting, biggame, bow, primitive firearms, and waterfowl licenses, turkey hunting stamps, WMA huntingpermits, and the basic and saltwater fishing licenses.  The license must be in the possession of thelicensee when the licensee is engaged in hunting or fishing activities.  The resident shall carry proofof his status as a member of the Louisiana National Guard or any reserve component of the UnitedStates armed forces and his resident Louisiana National Guard license on his person at all timeswhen he is engaged in hunting and fishing activities.  The resident Louisiana National Guard licenseshall be valid from June first through June thirtieth of the following year.
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(b)  For the purposes of this Paragraph, a resident is someone who is registered to vote inLouisiana, has filed a Louisiana state income tax return, or is licensed to drive a motor vehicle inLouisiana.  A copy of the prior year's income tax return, a copy of the applicant's voter registrationcard, or the actual driver's license shall constitute sufficient proof of residence.Amended by Acts 1954, No. 674, §1; Acts 1991, No. 587, §1, eff. July 16, 1991; Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess.,No. 1, §3, eff. June 26, 2000; Acts 2002, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 77, §1; Acts 2003, No. 271, §1; Acts 2003, No. 855,§1; Acts 2006, No. 221, §1; Acts 2006, No. 497, §1; Acts 2008, No. 51, §1, eff. June 5, 2008.§§644, 645.  Repealed by Acts 2004, No. 566, §2.§646.  Louisiana Sportsman's Paradise licenseThe Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, through its secretary, shall provide for the issuanceto Louisiana residents of a universal license called the Louisiana Sportsman's Paradise license, whichshall include the basic hunting and sport fishing licenses, including the saltwater angling and therecreational gear licenses, the big game, bow, and primitive firearms hunting licenses, state duck andturkey stamps, and WMA hunting permit, applicable to sport fishing and hunting, in accordance withany rules, regulations, and procedures promulgated by the secretary.  The license shall not includethe recreational gear license for trawls specified in R.S. 56:302.3(B)(5)(b).  The fee for the LouisianaSportsman's Paradise license shall be one hundred dollars.  The license may be renewed by mail.Added by Acts 1978, No. 541, §1.  Acts 1992, No. 609, §1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1993, No. 72, §1, eff. July1, 1993; Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §3, eff. June 26, 2000; Acts 2004, No. 94, §1, eff. May 28, 2004; Acts2008, No. 51, §1, eff. June 5, 2008.§647.  Suspension or denial of hunting and fishing license; failure to pay child support orindividual income taxA.(1)  Regardless of the requirements for the issuance or renewal of a license pursuant to theprovisions of this Chapter, all hunting and fishing licenses issued pursuant to this Chapter are alsosubject to the provisions of R.S. 9:315.30 et seq., suspension of license for nonpayment of childsupport.(2)  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall adopt rules and regulations in accordancewith the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act to effectuate the orderly and expeditioussuspension and reissuance of hunting and fishing licenses in accordance with R.S. 9:315.30 et seq.B.(1)  Regardless of the requirements for the issuance or renewal of a license pursuant to theprovisions of this Chapter, all recreational hunting and fishing licenses issued pursuant to thisChapter are also subject to the provisions of R.S. 9:315.40 et seq., revocation of license fornonpayment of child support.(2)  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall adopt rules and regulations in accordancewith the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act to effectuate the orderly and expeditioussuspension and reissuance of recreational hunting and fishing licenses in accordance with R.S.9:315.40 et seq.C.(1)  Regardless of the requirements for the issuance or renewal of a license pursuant to theprovisions of this Chapter, all hunting and fishing licenses issued pursuant to this Chapter are alsosubject to the provisions of R.S. 47:296.3, suspension, revocation, or denial of license fornonpayment of individual income taxes, and any rules and regulations adopted to administer R.S.47:296.3.(2)  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, in cooperation with the secretaryof the Department of Revenue, shall adopt rules and regulations, in accordance with the provisionsof the Administrative Procedure Act, to effectuate the orderly and expeditious suspension,
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revocation, or denial, and reissuance of hunting and fishing licenses, in accordance with R.S.47:296.3.Acts 1995, No. 751, §2; Acts 1995, No. 1078, §4, eff. Jan. 1, 1996; Acts 2003, No. 380, §2, eff. Jan. 1,2004.§647.1.  Special outdoor press licenseA.  Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commissionshall establish a special outdoor press license for purchase by nonresident members of the outdoorpress for a fee of twenty dollars.  The license shall be valid for a time period not to exceed sevenconsecutive days.  The secretary may waive the fee for good cause on a case-by-case basis.B.  Applications for the license and supporting documentation and the license fees must be filedwith the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for approval.  The license fee shall be returned to theapplicant for any application not approved by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. Thecommission shall establish by rules and regulations the privileges included in the license, the criteriafor determining a member of the outdoor press, and the factors to be considered for fee waivers.Development of the criteria shall be in consultation with the Department of Culture, Recreation andTourism and the Louisiana Outdoor Writers Association.Acts 2001, No. 582, §1, eff. June 22, 2001; Acts 2004, No. 438, §1.
PART VIII-A.  PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO FISH, WILD BIRDS,AND WILD QUADRUPEDS HARASSMENT OF HUNTERS,TRAPPERS, AND FISHERMEN PROHIBITED§648.  Definitions As used in this Subpart, the following definitions shall apply: (1)  "Wild animal" means any wild creature, including fish, wild birds, and wild quadrupeds, thetaking of which is authorized by the provisions of this Title.  (2)  "Process of taking" means any act directed at the lawful taking of a wild animal, includingthe acts of travel, camping, or other activity occurring in preparation for the taking which occurs onstate-managed lands or waters governed by the provisions of R.S. 56:781-R.S. 56:787 or whichoccurs on private lands or waters with the permission of the owner or his agent.  Added by Acts 1982, No. 376, §1.§648.1.  Harassment and disturbance prohibited No person shall engage in any of the following activities on lands or waters managed by the statepursuant to R.S. 56:781 through R.S. 56:787, or upon private lands or waters where a hunter, trapper,or fisherman has been given permission by the owner or his agent to take wild animals: (1)  Interfere with the lawful taking of a wild animal by a hunter, trapper, or fisherman orinterfere with the process of taking, with intent to prevent the taking.  (2)  Disturb a wild animal, or engage in any activity or place any object or substance that willtend to disturb or otherwise affect the behavior of a wild animal, with intent to prevent or hinder itslawful taking. (3)  Disturb any hunter, trapper, or fisherman who is engaged in the lawful taking of a wildanimal or who is engaged in the process of taking, with intent to dissuade or otherwise prevent thetaking, or to prevent such person's enjoyment of the outdoors.  (4)  Enter or remain upon state-managed lands or waters or upon private lands or waters withintent to violate the provisions of this Section.
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(5)  Enter or remain upon any private property, including nonnavigable water, owned by anotherthrough the use of a floating duck blind or any other float or boat used for the purpose of huntingmigratory waterfowl without the express, written permission of the landowner, lessee, lessor, orhunting club or organization authorized to hunt on the land.Added by Acts 1982, No. 376, §1; Acts 1990, No. 510, §1.  §648.2.  Remedies, damages, and penalties A.  The secretary may seek injunctive relief to restrain and prevent violations of R.S. 56:648.1,upon request by the person affected or who reasonably may have been affected by such conduct.  B.  Any person adversely affected by a violation of R.S. 56:648.1 shall be entitled to recoveractual damages, including expenditures of the affected person for license and permit fees, travel,guides, special equipment and supplies, to the extent that such expenditures were rendered futile bythe actions of the person violating the provisions of this Section.C.  Violation of the provisions of R.S. 56:648.1 constitutes a class two violation.  Added by Acts 1982, No. 376, §1.  §648.3.  Failure to obey order; violation A.  It shall be unlawful for any person to continue any conduct in violation of R.S. 56:648.1when ordered to desist by an enforcement officer who has observed such conduct or who hasreasonable grounds to believe that the person has engaged in such conduct on that day or plans orintends to engage in such conduct that day on a specific property.  B.  Violation of the provisions of R.S. 56:648.3(A) shall constitute a Class three violation.  Added by Acts 1982, No. 376, §1.PART VIII-B.  LIFETIME LICENSE ENDOWMENT PROGRAM§649.  Purpose The legislature recognizes the inestimable importance to this state and its citizens of conservingthe wildlife resources of Louisiana, as well as developing and maintaining public hunting and fishingareas within the state.  The legislature further recognizes the desires of many citizens to make alifetime contribution to preserve our rich legacy of wildlife resources for future generations and todevelop and maintain public hunting and fishing areas in this state.  In furtherance of these purposes,the legislature herein establishes the Lifetime License Endowment Program, and herein creates theLifetime License Endowment Trust Fund, and the lifetime hunting and fishing licenses and thecombination lifetime hunting and fishing licenses as provided in this Part.  Acts 1991, No. 184, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 859, §1, eff. July 1, 1992.  §649.1.  Lifetime hunting licenseA.  Any bona fide resident of this state may obtain a lifetime hunting license. The lifetimehunting license shall be in lieu of the following recreational hunting licenses: basic hunting, biggame, primitive firearms, bow hunting, the Louisiana duck license, the WMA hunting permit, andthe wild turkey license.B.  The fee for the lifetime hunting license shall be three hundred dollars.  The fee for personsthirteen years of age or under shall be two hundred dollars.Acts 1991, No. 184, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 859, §1, eff. July 1, 1992; Acts 1995, No. 110,§1; Acts 1997, No. 950, §1; Acts 2001, No. 186, §1; Acts 2001, No. 270, §1; Acts 2008, No. 51, §1, eff. June5, 2008; Acts 2010, No. 100, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1995, No. 110, §2.
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§649.2.  Lifetime sports fishing license Any bona fide resident of this state may obtain a lifetime sports fishing license.  The lifetimesports fishing license shall be in lieu of the following recreational and sports fishing licenses: basicrecreational fishing and saltwater recreational fishing.  The fee for the lifetime sports fishing licenseshall be three hundred dollars.  The fee for persons thirteen years of age or under shall be twohundred dollars.Acts 1991, No. 184, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 859, §1, eff. July 1, 1992.  §649.3.  Combination lifetime hunting and sports fishing licenseA.  Any bona fide resident of this state may obtain a combination lifetime hunting and sportsfishing license, which shall entitle the licensee to all of the privileges of both the lifetime huntingand lifetime sports fishing licenses provided for in R.S. 56:649.1 and 649.2.  The fee for thecombination lifetime license shall be five hundred dollars.  The fee for persons thirteen years of ageor under shall be three hundred dollars.  The fee for a resident who is sixty years of age or older shallbe fifty dollars.B.  A combination lifetime hunting and sports fishing license holder shall be entitled to theindividual gear license privileges under the recreational gear license as provided in R.S. 56:302.3.However, an additional fee shall be levied for lifetime privileges for each recreational fishing gearlicense in an amount that is equal to ten times the cost of an annual license issued under theprovisions of R.S. 56:302.3.  Of the revenues received from the additional gear license fees, one-tenth shall be deposited to the Conservation Fund to be used by the department for its fiscaloperations.  The remaining nine-tenths of the revenues collected shall be deposited to the LifetimeLicense Endowment Fund, R.S. 56:650.Acts 1991, No. 184, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 859, §1, eff. July 1, 1992; Acts 2003, No. 261,§1; Acts 2004, No. 835, §1, eff. July 12, 2004.§649.4.  Nonresident combination lifetime hunting and fishing license A.  Any nonresident may obtain a combination lifetime hunting and fishing license which shallentitle the licensee to all of the privileges of both the lifetime hunting and lifetime sports fishinglicenses provided for in R.S. 56:649.1 and 649.2.  The fee for the nonresident combination lifetimelicense shall be three thousand dollars.B.(1)  Any nonresident veteran of the armed forces of the United States or a reserve component,including the National Guard, who has a permanent service-connected disability classification offifty percent or more, may obtain a combination lifetime hunting and fishing license which shallentitle the licensee to all of the privileges of both the lifetime hunting and lifetime sports fishinglicenses provided for in R.S. 56:649.1 and 649.2.  The fee for such nonresident combination lifetimelicense shall be three hundred dollars.(2)  Such nonresident veteran must possess a valid Louisiana birth certificate, or providesatisfactory proof of having been a Louisiana resident for at least ten years.Acts 1991, No. 184, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 859, §1, eff. July 1, 1992; Acts 2010, No. 336,§1.§649.5.  License; license books; transfer of license prohibited A.  The lifetime licenses provided for in R.S. 56:649.1, 649.2, 649.3, or 649.4 may be obtainedin person or by mail at any time during a calendar year through the Department of Wildlife andFisheries at its office in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  B.  Every license shall by its terms be effective only during the open season for the particularkinds of wild birds, wild quadrupeds, and fish authorized thereby to be taken.  Every such licenseshall be personal to the person to whom issued and shall not be assigned or transferred to, or usedby, any other person.  Every officer authorized to enforce the provisions of this Chapter shall take
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possession of any license found in the possession of any person other than the one to whom issuedand deliver it to the department to be cancelled.  The license shall thereupon be null and void.Licensees shall have licenses in their possession when hunting and fishing and shall exhibit themon demand of any person authorized to enforce the provisions of this Chapter.  Acts 1991, No. 184, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992.§649.6.  Proof of residency and age; penalties A.  Any person applying for a lifetime license shall be required to furnish proof of residency asmay be required by the department, and persons thirteen years of age or under shall be required tofurnish a birth certificate and other proof of age and residency as may be required by the department.B.  Any person who knowingly submits any materially false or altered document in connectionwith any application for a lifetime license or any person who knowingly makes any materially falserepresentation on or with any application for a lifetime license shall be guilty of a class fourviolation. Acts 1991, No. 184, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 859, §1, eff. July 1, 1992.§649.7.  Infant combination lifetime hunting and fishing licenseThe department shall make available for persons from birth to five years old who were born inLouisiana a combination lifetime hunting and fishing license which shall entitle the licensee to allof the privileges of both lifetime hunting and lifetime sports fishing licenses provided in R.S.56:649.1 and 649.2.  The fee for the infant lifetime license shall be two hundred dollars.Acts 2000, 2d Ex. Sess., No. 1, §3, eff. June 26, 2000.§650.  Lifetime License Endowment Trust FundA.(1)  Subject to the exception contained in Article VII, Section 9(A) of the Constitution ofLouisiana, all funds collected by the commission from every source shall be paid into the statetreasury and shall be credited to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund.  Out of the fundsremaining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from thatfund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state which become due andpayable within any fiscal year, the treasurer shall, prior to placing such remaining funds in the stategeneral fund, pay monthly into a public trust fund created within the Louisiana Department ofWildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund and designated as the Lifetime License Endowment TrustFund, after making the deductions provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection.(2)  The state treasurer shall deduct fifty percent of the revenues collected by the commissionand shall credit such amount to the Conservation Fund for the purpose of administering andenforcing the provisions of this Chapter or for such other purposes as may be determined by theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries, or by law, in accordance with the hunting and fishing or otherspecial license fees that would have been required for the hunting and fishing privileges covered bythe provisions of R.S. 56:649.1, 649.2, 649.3, or 649.4.  However, for senior lifetime combinationlicenses, five dollars shall be credited to the Conservation Fund. After deducting the amountsprovided in this Paragraph, the balance of the funds collected for each license shall be credited tothe Lifetime License Endowment Trust Fund as provided in this Section.B.(1)  The Lifetime License Endowment Trust Fund is established as a public trust fund, theprincipal of which shall be invested at interest in perpetuity and shall not be expended.  The statetreasurer shall, on a monthly basis, credit the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and FisheriesConservation Fund with all interest revenues generated by investment of the principal of the LifetimeLicense Endowment Trust Fund.(2)  The state treasurer shall credit to the Lifetime License Endowment Trust Fund suchadditional funds as are received from private contributions, grants, and donations made to theLifetime License Endowment Trust Fund.
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C.  The state treasurer shall invest the principal and the undistributed return on the principaldeposited in the Lifetime License Endowment Trust Fund for the purpose of achieving perpetualfinancing of said fund.  Such investments may include, among others authorized by law thefollowing:(1)  Equity investments in stocks, common and preferred, or corporations listed on the New YorkStock Exchange, the American Stock Exchange, or quoted on the National Association of SecuritiesDealers Automated Quotations System, provided that the total investment in such securities at anyone time shall not exceed thirty-five percent of the market value of all funds held by the fund.  Thetreasurer may hire, on a contract basis, investment managers or consultants as deemed appropriateto provide for the equity investments of the fund.  Such contracts shall be on a fee, together withminimum exchange fee, basis or on a commission basis only, with payment for such fees beingappropriated from the fund.(2)  Direct general obligations of, or obligations on, which the timely payment of the principaland interest is unconditionally guaranteed by the United States of America.(3)  Bonds, debentures, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness issued by any of the followingagencies of the United States government: Government National Mortgage Association; RuralDevelopment Administration; Export-Import Bank of the United States; Federal National MortgageAssociation; Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation; Federal Home Loan Bank; and StudentLoan Marketing Association.(4)  Bonds, debentures, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness issued by any of the followingagencies of the United States government, or any other like governmental or government-sponsoredagencies which are hereafter created, including the Bank of Cooperatives, Federal Financing Bank,Small Business Administration, and Bank for Reconstruction and Development.(5)  Investment grade commercial paper, investment grade corporate bonds, and money marketfunds consisting solely of securities otherwise eligible for investment by the treasurer pursuant tothis Section.Acts 1991, No. 184, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992; Acts 1992, No. 859, §1, eff. July 1, 1992; Acts 2004, No. 835,§1, eff. July 12, 2004; Acts 2005, No. 206, §1.§650.1.  Authorization of department to adopt rules and regulations The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, through its secretary, is hereby authorized to adoptrules and regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this Chapter and not inconsistentherewith.  Acts 1991, No. 184, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1992.
PART IX.  HUNTING PRESERVES§651.  License Any person, firm or corporation desiring to establish, maintain or operate a hunting preservewithin the state of Louisiana to permit the releasing and shooting or taking of pen-raised quail andpen-raised mallard by the public for a fee or otherwise may apply to the Louisiana Wildlife andFisheries Commission for a license to do so, and said commission is hereby authorized to issue suchan applicant a license for that purpose, upon the conditions set out.  Added by Acts 1958, No. 455, §1; Acts 1988, No. 87, §1.  §652.  Rights under license Any license issued hereunder shall permit the licensee to propagate, possess, and release forshooting or taking on the preserve covered by such license any pen-raised quail and pen-raised
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mallard and in addition thereto, import, propagate, possess, and release for shooting or taking on thepreserve covered by such license any foreign game bird not a native of the state of Louisiana, ifapproved by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.  Added by Acts 1958, No. 455, §2; Acts 1988, No. 87, §1.§653.  Information to accompany applications; annual fee A.  The application for such a license shall be accompanied by a fee of two hundred dollars tobe the annual charge for the issuance of such license, and shall be further accompanied byinformation as to: (1)  The location and description of the premises, including a legal description of the land, and(2)  Copies of parish or ward maps with the area or areas clearly outlined and a description ofthe facilities thereon, together with the interest of the applicant therein.  B.  It shall further be accompanied by information on the applicant as to his place of residenceor, if a corporation, the place of incorporation, and the location of its principal place of office, andif a partnership, the names and addresses of each partner, the address of its principal office, togetherwith full details as to the intended operations on said hunting preserve.  Also, the applicant shallfurther furnish to the commission any additional information required or which may be requestedby said commission.  Added by Acts 1958, No. 455, §3; Acts 1988, No. 87, §1.§654.  Conditions The following conditions must be complied with before the applicant shall be eligible for theissuance of a hunting preserve license as herein provided: (1)  The land to comprise said preserve shall consist of not more than 2,000 acres nor less than100 acres and must be owned or leased by the applicant.  In the event the property is under lease tothe applicant, said lease shall be for a term of not less than one year from date of application, andsuch lease is subject to inspection and approval by the commission in the consideration of thegranting of such license.  (2)  The boundary lines of said premises shall be marked by signs located not more than fourhundred feet apart, indicating that they are boundary line signs of the preserve in letters not less thantwo inches in height.  (3)  Only pen-raised mallard or black ducks, at least two generations removed from the wild, orpen-raised quail are approved state game birds which may be used for preserve hunting.  (4)  All open-raised quail and pen-raised mallard released on a hunting preserve shall have aband on one leg which shall contain information as to permit number and an identification number.The band must be approved by the commission and shall remain on the bird whether it be removedfrom the preserve dead or alive until said bird is ready for consumption.  All game birds taken fromany such hunting preserve must be tagged in a manner as specified and approved by the commission.(5)  A complete record of all birds propagated, released or taken on said preserve, includingcomplete records of all operations of said preserve, shall be furnished the commission within 60 daysafter the hunting season has closed.  Added by Acts 1958, No. 455, §4; Acts 1988, No. 87, §1.  §655.  Regulation of operations The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission shall have the authority to regulate theoperations of hunting preserves licensed hereunder, and to set seasons, bag limits, and any other
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rules and regulations on the operation of said hunting preserves as are deemed necessary for the bestinterest of the public.  Added by Acts 1958, No. 455, §5.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 682, §1; Acts 1988, No. 846, §1.  §656.  Hunting and game laws to prevail; special licenses All laws, rules and regulations in force pertaining to hunting or pertaining to game shall, exceptas herein provided, prevail on hunting preserves hereunder licensed by the Louisiana Wildlife andFisheries Commission.  The regular appropriate hunting licenses as provided by the legislature shallapply to all persons hunting on said preserves, except that should the Louisiana Wildlife andFisheries Commission so desire, it may provide for a special resident or non-resident license to beissued at a reasonable fee applicable to any particular hunting preserve; provided further that suchspecial license shall apply only to the person to whom issued and to the particular preserve for whichissued.  Added by Acts 1958, No. 455, §6.  §657.  Revocation of license; appeal Should any licensee under this Part violate any of the provisions of this Part, or violate any law,rule, or regulation pertaining to game in this state, or should he fail to comply with the provisionsof this Part or any other provision by law, rule, or regulation pertaining to game in this state, then,the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is hereby empowered toimmediately and without notice revoke the license hereunder issued.  In the event of a revocationof license by the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, the licensee towhom such license was issued may appeal within ninety days the action of the secretary to theLouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and he shall be given a hearing before saidcommission for a determination of his rights, which hearing shall be granted upon application bysaid licensee within ninety days of receipt by said commission of a written request for such hearing.Such appeal for hearing must set out all grounds for such appeal and, upon failure of the appealinglicensee to set out proper grounds for such a hearing in such written request, then, the commissionmay in its discretion deny such hearing, provided that the appealing licensee is so notified withinninety days from the receipt by the commission of his written request.  Added by Acts 1958, No. 455, §7.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §658.  License periods The licenses herein provided for shall be issued annually and shall be effective from July 1st ofeach calendar year through June 30th of the next calendar year.  Added by Acts 1958, No. 455, §8.§659.  Penalties Any violation by any person, firm, or corporation of any of the provisions of this Part or thefailure to comply with said provisions, including the securing of the license herein provided, shallconstitute a class two violation.  Added by Acts 1958, No. 455, §9.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3.  PART X.  RECIPROCAL AGREEMENTS §671.  Reciprocal agreement; fishing license The commission may enter into reciprocal fishing license agreements with the authorities of anyother state.  Any reciprocal agreement shall become effective when ratified in writing both by the
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commission and the authorities of the reciprocating state and shall remain in effect until ninety daysafter it has been rescinded in writing by either the commission or the authorities of the reciprocatingstate.  Added by Acts 1968, No. 239, §1.  §672.  Reciprocal agreement; hunting license The commission may enter into reciprocal hunting license agreement with the authorities of anyother state.  Any reciprocal agreement shall become effective when ratified in writing both by thecommission and the authorities of the reciprocating state and shall remain in effect until ninety daysafter it has been rescinded in writing by either the commission or the authorities of the reciprocatingstate.  Added by Acts 1968, No. 239, §1.  §673.  Reciprocal agreement; common boundaries; taking or protection of fish or otheraquatic life The commission may enter into reciprocal agreements with the states of Arkansas, Mississippi,and Texas pertaining to seasons, creel limits, and all other rules and regulations pertaining to thetaking or protection of any species of fish or other aquatic life in any bodies of water which form thecommon boundary between Louisiana and the reciprocating state.  Any reciprocal agreement shallbecome effective when ratified in writing both by the commission and the authorities of thereciprocating state and shall remain in effect until ninety days after it has been rescinded in writingby either the commission or the authorities of the reciprocating state.  Acts 1984, No. 843, §1.§674.  Reciprocal agreement; common boundaries; wild quadrupeds or wild birds The commission may enter into reciprocal agreements with the states of Arkansas, Mississippi,and Texas pertaining to seasons, bag limits, and all other rules and regulations for the taking orprotection of any species or sex of wild quadrupeds or wild birds in any area forming the commonboundary between Louisiana and the reciprocating state.  Any reciprocal agreement shall becomeeffective when ratified in writing both by the commission and the authorities of the reciprocatingstate and shall remain in effect until ninety days after it has been rescinded in writing by either thecommission or the authorities of the reciprocating state.  Added by Acts 1968, No. 239, §1.  Acts 1984, No. 843, §1.§675.  Reciprocal agreement; statewide application; taking or protection of fish, other aquaticlife, wild quadrupeds, or wild birds The commission may enter into reciprocal agreements with the states of Alabama, Arkansas,Mississippi, and Texas pertaining to seasons, creel limits, bag limits, and all other rules andregulations pertaining to the taking or protection of any species or sex of fish, other aquatic life, wildquadrupeds, or wild birds in any area within the boundaries of the states of Alabama, Arkansas,Mississippi, and Texas.  Added by Acts 1968, No. 492, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1984, No. 843, §1.§676.  Reciprocity; license fees; seasons; limits Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, where the commission fails to enterinto a reciprocal agreement with a state as allowed in R.S. 56:673, 674, and 675, residents of thatstate shall be granted or sold privileges and licenses equal to those privileges and licenses grantedor sold to Louisiana residents by the nonresident's state.  Acts 1984, No. 843, §1.
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§677.  Reciprocal agreements; Toledo Bend; Caddo Lake; special fishing licenses; feesNotwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the Wildlife and FisheriesCommission may enter into reciprocal agreements with the state of Texas to establish special fishinglicenses and fishing license fees on the Toledo Bend Reservoir and Caddo Lake.Acts 1995, No. 117, §1.
PART XI.  SPECIAL RETIREMENT PROVISIONSFOR CERTAIN WILDLIFE AGENTS§§681 to 692.  Redesignated as R.S. 11:581 to 591.
PART XII.  ADDITIONAL SALARY FOR STATEWILDLIFE OFFICERS§695.  Purpose This law is enacted by the legislature pursuant to Article X, Section 10(A)(1) of the LouisianaConstitution of 1974 in the exercise of the police power of the state, to promote the public peace andsafety by providing better enforcement of the law.  Added by Acts 1975, No. 314, §1, eff. July 17, 1975.NOTE:  Acts 1989, No. 337, §3 Provides "This Act shall become effective if and when the base salaryof each person entitled to a supplement pursuant to Subpart D of Part III of Chapter 6 of Title 40 andPart XII of Chapter 1 of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 is increased by an amountequal to the supplement to which the person is entitled on the date that this Act becomes law."§696.  Amount of additional salary Every regularly commissioned wildlife officer employed by the enforcement division of theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries shall be paid by the state additional salary in the amount of twohundred sixty dollars per month, provided that funds are available.  The salary provided for by thisSection shall be in addition and supplemental to any uniform state civil service pay plan.  In theevent that supplemental pay for deputy sheriffs is increased, then supplemental pay for wildlifeenforcement officers shall be increased in the same amount, provided that funds are available.  Added by Acts 1975, No. 314, §1, eff. July 17, 1975.  Acts 1983, No. 243, §1.NOTE:  Contingent repeal - See note following §695.§697.  Special fundFor the payment of the additional salary provided by R.S. 56:696, there is hereby created aspecial fund in the treasury of the state of Louisiana, to which the appropriations hereinafter madeshall be credited, and the funds so credited shall be used solely for the payment of such additionalsalary as provided in R.S. 56:696.  Added by Acts 1975, No. 314, §1, eff. July 17, 1975.NOTE:  Contingent repeal - See note following §695.
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§698.  Disbursement of funds A.  The funds credited to the special fund as provided in R.S. 56:697 shall be disbursed uponwarrants drawn by the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, which warrants shallhave attached to them a detailed list of the names of the officers for whose benefit any particularwarrant is drawn, together with such other information as the division of administration or the statetreasurer may require.  B.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, on the basis of such warrants,shall prepare and sign individual checks representing the amount to be paid out of the special fundcreated by R.S. 56:697 to each person in accordance with the provisions of this Part.  Each suchcheck shall show the legislative appropriation from which payment is made and shall note that itrepresents additional salary paid by the state under the provisions of this Part.  The secretary of theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries shall deliver the checks to the individual person in whose favordrawn by mail or by such other means as he shall determine.  C.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall include the additional salarypaid to individuals in accordance with the provisions of this Part in the calculation and deductionfrom the pay of such individuals of sums required by state or federal laws to be withheld by anemployer, such as federal income tax and social security tax or contribution to a state retirementsystem.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall be further charged with theresponsibility for transmitting the sums so withheld in accordance with the law or laws requiring thewithholding.  D.  The additional salary paid by the state to state wildlife officers in accordance with theprovisions of this Part shall be included in the calculation and computation of the total wages paidto a state wildlife officer in the determination of employer contributions to any retirement systemor pension fund of which the individual may be a member as well as in the determination ofretirement eligibility and benefits which may accrue to the individual under any retirement systemor pension fund, as well as in the determination of any other employee benefits, sick leave, ordisability pay to which the individual might be entitled.  Added by Acts 1975, No. 314, §1, eff. July 17, 1975.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.NOTE:  Contingent repeal - See note following §695.PART XIII.  FIREARM AND HUNTER EDUCATION§699.  Participation in firearm and hunter education course in addition to penalties forhunting violations Whenever any person is convicted of violating any of the provisions of this Chapter governingthe hunting or taking of wild birds or wild quadrupeds, other than by trapping, the court may inaddition to imposing any fine or penalty provided for by law, order the offender to attend andparticipate in a firearm and hunter education course taught or approved by the department.  Added by Acts 1978, No. 655, §1.  Acts 1984, No. 149, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1985.  NOTE:  See Sections 3 and 4 of Acts 1984, No. 149.§699.1.  Procuring hunting licenses without completion of course; prohibitionNo person born on or after September 1, 1969, shall procure a hunting license of any kind, unlessthat person has been issued a certificate of satisfactory completion of a firearm and hunter educationcourse taught or approved by the department.Acts 1984, No. 149, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1985; Acts 1997, No. 1282, §1; Acts 2009, No. 339, §1, eff. July 6,2009.
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§699.2.  Issuance of hunting licenses to persons who have not completed the course;prohibitionNo person authorized to issue a hunting license shall knowingly issue such a license to a person,born on or after September 1, 1969, who has not satisfactorily completed a firearm and huntereducation course taught or approved by the department.Acts 1984, No. 149, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1985; Acts 1997, No. 1282, §1; Acts 2009, No. 339, §1, eff. July 6,2009.§699.3.  Regulation of firearm and hunter education The commission shall adopt rules to regulate firearm and hunter education which shall: (1)  Provide for firearm and hunter education courses to be taught or approved by thedepartment.(2)  Provide for the testing and certification by the department of residents of this state as firearmand hunter education instructors.  (3)  Establish minimum requirements for firearm and hunter education courses conducted byprivate groups, state and local agencies other than the department, other states, and subdivisionsthereof, which the department may approve for purposes of this Part.  (4)  Provide for the revocation of any hunting license or hunting permit upon determination thatthe holder thereof obtained it other than in accordance with this Part.  Acts 1984, No. 149, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1985.  NOTE:  See Sections 3 and 4 of Acts 1984, No. 149.§699.4.  Penalty provision Violation of any provision in this Part or of any commission rule or regulation adopted pursuantto this Part shall constitute a class one violation.Acts 1993, No. 80, §1.  §699.5.  Firearm and hunter education requirementA.(1)  No person shall hunt with a firearm unless that person has first been issued a certificateof satisfactory completion of a firearm and hunter education course taught or approved by thedepartment, or possesses a valid hunting license issued by the department.(2)  However, a person under sixteen years of age may hunt without such certificate if he isaccompanied by and is under the direct supervision of a person who is eighteen years of age or olderand has a valid hunting license or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety education courseapproved by the department.  For the purposes of this Subsection, "direct supervision" means thatthe person being supervised shall be within a normal audible voice proximity and in direct line ofsight of the supervising adult at all times while hunting.(3)  However, a person who has not completed the firearm and hunter education course requiredby Paragraph (1) of this Subsection may be issued a valid hunting license by the department.  Suchlicense shall be issued with a restriction that requires that person be accompanied by and under thedirect supervision of a person who is eighteen years of age or older and has a valid hunting licenseor proof of successful completion of a hunter safety education course approved by the department.B.  A person who is developmentally disabled and unable to successfully complete a huntersafety course may be issued a restricted hunter education certificate that permits him to hunt, if heis accompanied by and is under the direct supervision of a person who is eighteen years of age orolder and has a valid hunting license or proof of successful completion of a hunter safety education



R.S. 56:699.21

Wildlife and Fisheries House of Representatives Database – 269October, 2010

course approved by the department.  Documentation of the developmental disability from a licensedmedical doctor shall be presented prior to the issuance of a restricted hunter education certificate.C.  For the purposes of this Section, "direct supervision" means that the person being supervisedshall be within a normal audible voice proximity and in direct line of sight of the supervising adultat all times while hunting.D.  The commission may adopt rules to implement the provisions of this Section, including rulesto define the circumstances that constitute a person being accompanied by and under the directsupervision of another.Acts 1995, No. 412, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1282, §1; Acts 2004, No. 100, §1; Acts 2010, No. 292, §1; Acts2010, No. 335, §1.§699.6.  Firearm and hunter education exemptionThe provisions of R.S. 56:699.1, 699.2, and 699.5 shall not apply to any active or veteranmember of the United States armed services or to any POST-certified law enforcement officer or toany individual with current POST-certification.  The commission may adopt rules to implement thisSection including rules regarding evidence of such service.  Application for the exemptionauthorized in this Section shall be filed in person at the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries mainoffice building in the city of Baton Rouge, or at any other location designated by the department.Acts 2001, No. 223, §1; Acts 2008, No. 46, §1.§699.7.  Four wheeler and all-terrain vehicle instructionThe department may offer in its firearm and hunter education program an educational block ofinstruction on the proper way and method of safely riding "four wheelers" or all-terrain vehicles.Acts 2004, No. 172, §1.§699.8.  Repealed by Acts 2010, No. 335, §2.
PART XIII-A.  HUNTING AND FISHINGEDUCATION ADVISORY COUNCIL§699.21.  MembershipA.  The Hunting and Fishing Advisory Education Council shall be established within theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries to promote the many benefits of hunting and fishing amongLouisiana citizens and to educate the citizens of the state on those benefits.B.  Members of the council shall serve on a voluntary basis and shall not receive anycompensation or reimbursement for expenses.  The council shall meet at least twice annually andshall consist of the following members:(1)  One member appointed by the Louisiana Wildlife Federation.(2)  One member appointed by the Louisiana Coastal Conservation Association.(3)  One member appointed by the Louisiana Wild Turkey Federation.(4)  One member appointed by the Louisiana Bass Federation.(5)  One member appointed by the Charter Boat Captain's Association.(6)  One member appointed by the Trapper and Alligator Hunter's Association.(7)  One member appointed by the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.
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(8)  One member appointed by the Louisiana Outdoor Writer's Association.(9)  One member appointed by the Cajun Becasse Society.(10)  One member appointed by the Bayou State Bowhunter's Association.(11)  One member appointed by the chairman of the Senate Natural Resources Committee.(12)  One member appointed by the chairman of the House Committee on Natural Resources andEnvironment.(13)  One member appointed by the Louisiana Marine Trades Association.(14)  One member appointed by the Jefferson Parish Marine Fisheries Advisory Board.(15)  One member appointed by the director of the LSU Agriculture Center CooperativeExtension Service who is a specialist or agent assigned to fisheries or wildlife advisory work.Acts 2001, No. 322, §1; Acts 2008, No. 580, §7.§699.22.  Council powers; duties; responsibilitiesThe council shall develop plans and strategies to promote public awareness that fees, taxes, andtraditional expenditures of hunters and anglers provide financial support for the management of fishand wildlife resources, habitat conservation and management, and the enforcement of fish andwildlife laws, and contribute to the local and national economy.Acts 2001, No. 322, §1.
PART XIV.  FISHERMEN'S GEAR COMPENSATION FUND§700.1.  DefinitionsAs used in this Part, unless the context requires otherwise, the following terms shall have thefollowing meanings:(1)  "Commercial fisherman" means any citizen of the state of Louisiana whose primary sourceof earnings is from the harvesting of living marine resources for commercial purposes.  "Earnings"means the earnings derived solely by the personal efforts of the commercial fisherman, exclusive ofthe income of a spouse or of any community property interest in the income of a spouse.(2)  "Fishing gear" means (a) any vessel and (b) any equipment, whether or not attached to avessel, which is used in the commercial handling or harvesting of living marine resources.(3)  "Secretary" means the secretary of the Department of Natural Resources or his designee.(4)  "Department" means the Department of Natural Resources.(5)  "Fund" means Fishermen's Gear Compensation Fund.Added by Acts 1979, No. 673, §1.  Acts 1983, No. 705, §6, eff. Sept. 1, 1983; Acts 1997, No. 801, §1, eff.July 10, 1997.§700.2.  Establishment, continuance, and purposes of fund; geographical coverage;assessmentsA.  There is hereby established in the state treasury a Fishermen's Gear Compensation Fund intowhich amounts paid pursuant to this Section shall be deposited.  The fund shall be available to thesecretary only for the following purposes:(1)  Administrative and personnel expenses of the fund.
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(2)  Payment of any fully justified claim made in accordance with procedures established hereinfor actual damages suffered by a commercial fisherman as a result of hitting or snagging anobstruction or hazard in the waters of the state resulting from natural occurrences, oil and gasactivities, or other activities where the owner of said obstruction is unknown.(3)  Expenses necessary to implement an investigatory survey of existing potential underwaterobstructions which might be due to past drilling, production, and transportation activities.  Suchsurvey shall be conducted in not more than three geographical areas which are known to behazardous as a result of underwater obstructions, the locations and sizes of which shall be approvedby the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and the House Committee on Natural Resources andEnvironment, meeting jointly, following a consensus of opinion relative thereto rendered bycommercial fishermen and the secretary.  The purpose of the survey shall be to reveal the location,size, and density of underwater obstructions, as well as to test investigatory procedures, so as toprovide field data and information which might aid fishermen directly and which shall be used todesign a program more responsive to the needs of fishermen.  Withdrawals from the fund for thepurposes of surveying shall be limited to the one-time application described in this Paragraph andshall not exceed one-fourth of the monies remaining in the fund at the time that this Paragraphbecomes effective.(4)  On July 1, 2001 and on each July first thereafter and ending after June 30, 2012, the statetreasurer shall deposit annually, the amount of two hundred fifty thousand dollars into theUnderwater Obstruction Removal Fund as provided in R.S. 30:101.9.  The department shall seek tomatch these funds with whatever federal or state funds may be available for such purposes.B.  The Fishermen's Gear Compensation Fund shall be established for Louisiana territorialwaters which overlie state-owned waterbottoms which are contained within the coastal zoneboundaries as described and established by R.S. 49:213.4.C.(1)  The fund shall be established within sixty days of the effective date of this Part, at a levelsufficient to meet administrative and personnel expenses of the fund, including implementation ofresponsibilities set forth in R.S. 56:700.5, as well as payment of justified claims made pursuant tothis Part.(2)  To create a workable balance immediately upon establishment of the fund, the secretaryshall be authorized and empowered to levy a fee upon each lessee of a state mineral lease and eachgrantee of a state right of way, for each lease and right of way in effect at the time of the effectivedate of this Part and which are located within the coastal zone boundary, in an amount of threehundred dollars.  In addition, the state treasurer shall be authorized to pay into the fund a sum in theamount of one hundred thousand dollars from proceeds remaining in the Bond Security andRedemption Fund after compliance with dedications of mineral royalties, leases, bonuses and rightsof way and other sums payable to the state as lessor of mineral leases and grantor of rights of wayas required pursuant to R.S. 30:136(B) and R.S. 30:136.1(A), (B), and (C), after a sufficient amounthas been allocated from the Bond Security and Redemption Fund to pay all obligations secured bythe full faith and credit of the state which become due and payable within the fiscal year.D.  In the same fiscal year during which the fund is established, and in each fiscal yearsubsequent to that in which the fund is established, at any time that the balance of the fund becomestwo hundred fifty thousand dollars or less and the secretary determines that additional monies arerequired to pay justified claims and to cover necessary administrative costs of the program, thesecretary shall be authorized and empowered to replenish the fund by levying additional fees on eachlessee of a state mineral lease and each grantee of a state right of way, for each lease or right of wayin effect at the time of establishing the fee rate and which are located within the coastal zoneboundary.  However, fees levied upon leases and rights of way as provided herein shall be made on
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a per-unit basis at a level not to exceed one thousand dollars per lease or right of way during anyfiscal year.Added by Acts 1979, No. 673, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 477, §1.  Acts 1983, No. 705, §6, eff. Sept.1, 1983; Acts 1991, No. 337, §1; Acts 1999, No. 599, §2, eff. July 1, 1999; Acts 2001, No. 705, §1, eff. July 1,2001; Acts 2003, No. 830, §1, eff. July 1, 2003; Acts 2007, No. 167, §1, eff. June 29, 2007; Acts 2008, No. 580,§7.§700.3.  Rules and regulations A.  In carrying out this Part, the secretary shall prescribe, and from time to time amend,regulations for the filing, processing, and the fair and expeditious settlement of claims pursuant tothis Part, including a time limitation on the filing of such claims and the appointment of hearingexaminer.  These regulations shall insure that the whole claim procedure is as simple as possible.Any designee of the secretary authorized to prescribe and amend such rules and regulations shall doso under the overall supervision and control of the secretary.B.  In the formulation of regulations pursuant to this Part, the secretary shall establish aprocedure whereby a fisherman may recover for damages from an obstruction encounteredpreviously.C.   Any rule, regulation, or guideline shall be proposed or adopted pursuant to the rulemakingprocedures set forth in the Administrative Procedure Act and shall be subject to approval by theHouse Committee on Natural Resources and Environment and Senate Committee on NaturalResources.  Such approval shall be presumed unless either committee submits objections in writingwithin fifteen days after receipt of the proposed rule, regulation, or guideline, provided that suchwritten objections shall be subject to override by the governor within five days after receipt of theobjections by the governor.D. The department shall promulgate regulations implementing the Fishermen's GearCompensation Fund on or before October 1, 1980.  The department shall hold not less than threepublic hearings for the purpose of receiving public input on the development of the regulations.Added by Acts 1979, No. 673, §1.  Acts 1983, No. 705, §6, eff. Sept. 1, 1983; Acts 2008, No. 580, §7.§700.4.  Disbursement of funds; eligibility; hearingsA.  Payments may be disbursed by the undersecretary of the Department of Natural Resourcesas authorized by the secretary from the fund to compensate commercial fishermen for actual propertydamage suffered as a result of hitting or snagging an obstruction or hazard in the territorial watersof the state within the boundaries of the fund but shall not be extended to speculative loss such asanticipated profit or income.B.  In order to be eligible to receive reimbursement from the fund, a commercial fisherman mustshow that he has a valid claim.  A valid claim shall be established by the hearing examiner, basedon evidence that the following conditions have been met:(1)  The fishing vessel was being used for fishing in Louisiana territorial waters within theboundaries of this fund.(2)  The fisherman made a report to the Department of Natural Resources on the location of theobstruction postmarked within ninety days of the loss. If good cause is shown, the secretary of theDepartment of Natural Resources, when there are extenuating circumstances, may waive the ninety-day limit on the reporting period, such waiver period not to exceed forty-five days; and(3)  The fisherman has made a good faith effort to locate the financially responsible party.Evidence of a good faith effort shall be established by regulation, and shall include attempts to
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identify the responsible party with the assistance of the Department of Natural Resources wherenecessary.C.  The provisions of Subsections A and B of this Section notwithstanding, no payment:(1)  Shall be made by the fund when the damage set forth in a claim was caused by materials,equipment, structures, or other items attributable to a financially responsible party and unlessevidence is submitted that the party responsible for the obstruction can not be determined;(2)  Shall exceed five thousand dollars for any incident; or(3)  Shall be made unless the claimant shows by a preponderance of evidence that he is free fromcontributory negligence in causing the loss.(4)  Shall be made for any claim at a site that has been certified by the assistant secretary of theoffice of conservation for the Department of Natural Resources as having been cleared under theLouisiana Underwater Obstruction Removal Program, R.S. 30:101.1 et seq.  Once a site has beencleared under the Louisiana Underwater Obstruction Removal Program, the assistant secretary shallcertify that the site of at least two hundred yards in diameter is free of obstructions and future claimsat a site so certified shall be denied.  Whenever four or more claims are reported after a site has beencertified as clear, the site shall be revisited and the new or leftover obstruction shall be located and,if the department determines it is feasible, removed.D.  Upon receipt of a claim against the fund, the secretary shall assign the matter to a hearingexaminer for disposition.  Claimants shall submit such documentary evidence as the hearingexaminer requires to prove a valid claim justifying payment from the fund.  In the event that adispute arises over any claim that cannot otherwise be resolved, the hearing examiner shall hold ahearing, after giving public notice.  At such hearing, the claimant and any other interested personmay submit evidence.  The hearing examiner shall have the power to administer oaths and subpoenawitnesses and books, records, and other evidence pertinent to the issue.  The hearing shall be heldin the state at a place and time determined by the secretary.  After the hearing, a prompt decisionshall be made, all in accordance with rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Part and theAdministrative Procedure Act.Added by Acts 1979, No. 673, §1.  Acts 1983, No. 705, §6, eff. Sept. 1, 1983; Acts 1988, No. 33, §1, eff.June 10, 1988; Acts 1999, No. 11, §1; Acts 1999, No. 599, §2, eff. July 1, 1999.§700.5.  Facilities reports; survey of obstruction; labelling A.  Within 180 days of the effective date of this Act, the secretary shall prepare a detailed fileof all structures and facilities located on state waterbottoms within the boundaries of this fund.  Indeveloping the file the secretary may require the owners and operators of state mineral leases andpipelines rights of way to furnish information relative to the location, description and nature offacilities, both active and abandoned, on and beneath the state's waterbottoms.  B.  The secretary of the Department of Natural Resources shall establish and classify allpotential hazards to commercial fishing caused by oil and gas exploration, development, andproduction activities in Louisiana waters, including all obstructions on the bottom, throughout thewater column, and on the surface.  The survey shall be completed on or before October 1, 1980.  C.  The secretary of the Department of Natural Resources shall establish regulations for allmaterials, equipment, tools, containers, pipelines, and other items used within Louisiana waters bythe oil and gas industry to be properly stamped or labelled, wherever practicable, with the owner'sidentification prior to actual use.  These regulations shall be consistent with labelling regulationspromulgated by the U.S. Department of Interior pursuant to the provisions of Title IV of the OuterContinental Shelf Lands Act Amendments of 1978 . 1Added by Acts 1979, No. 673, §1.43 U.S.C.A. 1841 et seq.1
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PART XV.  OYSTER LEASE DAMAGE EVALUATION BOARD§700.10.  PurposeWith declining reserves and oil and gas becoming harder to discover it is incumbent upon thestate to remove as many obstacles as it can which might impede the future exploration anddevelopment of minerals in the public waterbottoms.  Oyster leases and oil and gas exploration andproduction have historically utilized much of the same areas in the waterways and waterbottoms onpublic lands in the state.  The oil and gas industry has been faced with the problem of having tonegotiate damages to oyster beds to conduct geophysical surveys, drilling activities, and movementof equipment to and from well sites in an uncertain and unpredictable manner which is creating anundue burden on the industry.  The purpose of this Part is to effect an equitable solution to theproblem which will result in fair and predictable treatment to the oil and gas industry while assuringthe oyster fishermen actual compensation for damages to their oyster beds due to mineral activities.The state has a tremendous interest in preserving the viability of both industries.  Since bothactivities are granted on public waterbottoms by the state it is the obligation of the state to resolvethe problems created by this impasse; therefore, the legislature does hereby establish the OysterLease Damage Evaluation Board to promulgate rules and regulations to determine the method ofestablishing a uniform system of compensation for actual damages caused to the beds of leaseholdersbased on biological test data.Acts 1995, No. 1304, §1, eff. June 29, 1995.§700.11.  DefinitionsAs used in this Part, unless the context requires otherwise, the terms set forth below shall havethe following meanings:(1)  "Board" means the Oyster Lease Damage Evaluation Board.(2)  "Biological test data" means surveys of oyster beds and grounds by a certified biologist todetermine the quality, condition, and value of oyster beds and grounds.(3)  "Leaseholder" means an owner of an oyster lease granted by the Department of Wildlife andFisheries.(4)  "Department" means the Department of Natural Resources.(5)  "Mineral activity" means exploration (including all seismic operations), production,transportation (of equipment or product), and any other activity associated with the production ofoil and gas.(6)  "Owner" means an owner or operator of a mineral activity.(7)  "Secretary" means the secretary of the Department of Natural Resources, or his designee.Acts 1995, No. 1304, §1, eff. June 29, 1995.§700.12.  Damages to oyster leases; mineral activity; settlements and claimsNotwithstanding any other law to the contrary, including but not limited to R.S. 56:423 et seq.,the claim of any lessee of oyster beds or grounds who is requested to enter into a settlement fordamages which may occur due to an oil and gas activity which proposes to intrude upon theleasehold may be settled in the following manner:(1)  If the leaseholder and the owner of the oil and gas activity agree to settle for a fixed amountthe settlement shall be in writing, signed by both parties, granting the activity for the agreed uponsum which shall be paid immediately.
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(2)  In the event that a settlement is reached there shall be no further claims or demand fordamages thereafter for the activity upon which the agreement was made.(3)  If a settlement cannot be reached between the leaseholder and the owner, either party mayfile a request with the board for arbitration and final determination of the actual damages to theoyster lease due to the mineral activity thereon.(4)  If the claim is brought before the board, the owner of the oil and gas activity shall, at its1own expense, have a biological survey made of the leased premises to determine the quality andvalue of the beds and grounds which will be involved in the proposed operation.  A biological surveyshall be performed before the operations begin and upon completion of the activity.(5)  If the claim is brought before the board, the owner of the oil and gas activity shall file theinitial biological survey with the board and pay a deposit to the board based on estimated damagesas determined by the board after consideration of the results of the biological survey and any otherinformation provided to the board.  After payment of the deposit, the owner may proceed with hisproposed activity.  Upon completion of the activity, the owner of the oil and gas activity, at his ownexpense, shall have another biological survey performed and filed with the board so that actualdamages to the leasehold may be determined by the board.(6)  All claims shall be evaluated expeditiously based on biological test data done before andafter the activity over or on the beds occurs, and upon determining actual damages the claim shallbe immediately paid to the board by the owner for the benefit of the leaseholder.  Upon payment ofthe damages by the owner there shall be a presumption created in favor of the owner that actualdamages are paid in full.(7)  If the leaseholder or owner is not satisfied with the decision of the board he may obtainjudicial review by a suit in district court of the parish where the leasehold improvements are situated.The burden of proof for liability and damages and all costs shall be borne by the party seekingjudicial review. If the district court upholds the findings of damages by the board the party seekingjudicial review shall pay all costs and attorney fees of the other party.Acts 1995, No. 1304, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 1115, §1; Acts 2004, No. 282, §1, eff. June15, 2004; Acts 2005, No. 438, §1, eff. July 11, 2005.As appears in enrolled bill.  Should be "his".1§700.13.  Establishment of the boardA.  There is hereby established within the office of the secretary of the Department of NaturalResources the Oyster Lease Damage Evaluation Board, hereinafter known as the board.B.  The board shall include five members consisting of one member nominated by the LouisianaOyster Dealers and Growers Association, one member nominated by the Louisiana Oyster TaskForce, two members nominated jointly by the Louisiana Independent Oil and Gas Association,Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association and the Louisiana Landowners Association, andone member, selected by the other four members of the board, who is a practicing administrative lawjudge.C.  The board shall develop a list of qualified biologists to provide biological test data indetermining the quality, condition, and value of oyster beds and grounds.  The secretary, inconjunction with the board, shall develop a list of qualifications for these biologists.  When an ownerof an oil and gas activity is required under the provisions of R.S. 56:700.12(4) to perform abiological survey, he shall choose a biologist to conduct the survey from the list of qualifiedbiologists supplied by the board.  The secretary, in conjunction with the board, shall adopt rulesproviding for selection of a qualified biologist.  Unless a written objection is filed with the board byeither party, if a qualified biologist was previously engaged to conduct a biological survey for the
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mineral activity subject to the requested arbitration, that same biologist may be used for thebiological surveys.D.  The board members shall evaluate the information regarding damage to the beds and makethe final determination in awarding damages to claimants.  The secretary, upon receiving thisdetermination of damages, may reject the damage award and send the matter back to the board.  Theboard may then either revise the damage award or, by a two-thirds vote, affirm the original damagedetermination.  If the board fails to either revise the damage award or affirm the original damagedetermination, the arbitration process provided in this Part shall conclude without a finaldetermination of damages.E.  The determinations of damages by the board shall be based on the values shown in thebiological survey and shall reflect true and actual damages.F.  Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 56:424, representatives or assigns of the owner of theoil and gas activity may remove, as a sample, oysters from an oyster lease on state water bottoms inorder to make determinations in matters before the Oyster Lease Damage Evaluation Board.  In orderto take such samples, the representatives or assigns of the owner of the oil and gas activity shall firstsubmit written notice to the leaseholder.  If the leaseholder has not granted permission within fifteendays after the written request for permission was submitted, the representatives or assigns of theowner of the oil and gas activity shall notify the leaseholder of the date and time that the lease willbe surveyed.  The leaseholder may accompany the biologist during the survey or may authorizeanother person to accompany the biologist during the survey.Acts 1995, No. 1304, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 1115, §1; Acts 2004, No. 282, §1, eff. June15, 2004; Acts 2005, No. 438, §1, eff. July 11, 2005; Acts 2009, No. 363, §1.§700.14.  Rules and regulationsA.  In carrying out this Part, the secretary, in conjunction with the board, shall prescribe, andfrom time to time amend, regulations for the filing, processing, and the fair and expeditioussettlement of claims pursuant to this Part, including a time limitation on the filing of such claims.These regulations shall insure that the whole claim procedure is as simple and as expeditious aspossible.  In no case shall the claim procedure exceed ninety days from the date the request forarbitration is filed with the board.  Any designee of the secretary authorized to prescribe and amendsuch rules and regulations shall do so under the overall supervision and control of the secretary.B.  In the formulation of regulations pursuant to this Part, the secretary, in conjunction with theboard, shall establish a procedure whereby an oyster fisherman may recover for actual damages tohis oyster beds or grounds caused by oil and gas activities.C.  Any rule, regulation, and fees for the administration of this Part shall be proposed or adoptedpursuant to the rulemaking procedures set forth in the Administrative Procedure Act and shall besubject to approval by the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and the House Committee onNatural Resources and Environment.D.  The secretary, in conjunction with the board, shall promulgate rules for developing a uniformevaluation method to be used in the biological surveys to determine the estimated value of theleasehold before the activity takes place and the estimated damages or loss to the leasehold after theactivity is completed.E.  The secretary, in conjunction with the board, shall promulgate regulations implementing theOyster Lease Damage Evaluation Board's procedures and methods of operation on or before October1, 1997.Acts 1995, No. 1304, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 1115, §1; Acts 2008, No. 580, §7.



R.S. 56:711

Wildlife and Fisheries House of Representatives Database – 277October, 2010

CHAPTER 2.  WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS AND REFUGES
PART I.  GENERAL PROVISIONS

SUBPART A.  FEDERAL AID TO WILDLIFE RESTORATION;REFUGES FOR MIGRATORY WILD FOWL§701.  Cooperation with federal government The state of Louisiana assents to the provisions of the Act of Congress entitled: "An Act toprovide that the United States shall aid the states in wildlife restoration projects and for otherpurposes." The director shall perform such acts as are necessary to the conduct and establishmentof cooperative wildlife restoration projects, as defined in the Act of Congress, in compliance withthe Acts and rules and regulations promulgated by the secretary of the interior thereunder, includingthe making of a survey of the state to determine the actual status of wildlife conditions within thestate and the establishment of projects for wildlife conservation, restoration, development and therecommendation of improvements in the administration of sport, fish, and game laws.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.§702.  Acquisition of necessary property; powers of commission The commission may acquire by purchase, gift, expropriation, or otherwise, all propertynecessary, useful, or convenient for the use of the commission.  It may prescribe the methods fortaking wildlife and may fix seasons and bag limits or may close seasons on all wildlife or any speciesthereof in any specific locality when it finds, after investigation, that such action is necessary toassure the maintenance of an adequate supply of wildlife.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.§703.  Lease or sale of lands to federal government by levee boards The boards of commissioners of the various levee districts may donate, lease, or sell, under suchterms and conditions as they deem best, any lands respectively owned by them to the United Statesof America for use as refuges or sanctuaries for migratory wild fowl.  However, in all cases themineral rights on all such lands shall be reserved.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.
SUBPART B.  FEDERAL WILDLIFE RESTORATION§711.  Protection of watersheds of navigable streams The consent of the State of Louisiana is given to the Congress of the United States to make orto authorize the proper authorities of the Government of the United States to make such rules andregulations as the Government of the United States determines to be needful in respect to gameanimals, fish, and game and non-game birds on such lands and in the waters thereof situated in thestate as are purchased by the United States under the terms of the Act of Congress of March 1, 1911,entitled "An Act to enable any State to cooperate with any other state or with the United States forthe protection of the watersheds of navigable streams and to appoint a commission for theacquisition of lands for the purpose of conserving the navigability of navigable rivers" , and Act of1Congress supplementary thereto and amendatory thereof.10 U.S.C.A. §552.1
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§712.  Cooperative agreements The director may enter into cooperative agreements with the proper authorities of thegovernment of the United States for the protection and management of the wildlife resources of thenational forest lands within the state and for the restocking thereof with desirable species of gameand non-game birds, animals and fish.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  §713.  Powers of director; hunting and fishing licenses; rules and regulationsThe director may prohibit all hunting and fishing within the lands so contracted for with thegovernment of the United States for such period of time as is in his opinion necessary.  He may alsoprescribe from time to time the open seasons for hunting and fishing therein, may issue specialhunting and fishing licenses therefor, and may fix the fees to be charged for the licenses.  He mayprescribe the maximum number of game animals and birds and the minimum size and maximumnumber of fish that may be taken therefrom and the conditions under which they may be taken.  Allsuch rules and regulations shall be published in accordance with the laws, rules and regulations ofthe commission.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  §714.  Penalty for violation of rules and regulations Whoever violates any rule or regulation prescribed by the director by virtue of the authoritygranted to him under R.S. 56:713 shall, for each offense, be fined not less than $25 or more than$100 or be imprisoned for not less than ten days or more than thirty days.  Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1.  
SUBPART C.  PARISH GAME AND FISH PRESERVES§721.  Authorization Any parish may by formal resolution of its governing authority establish, maintain, and operategame and fish preserves in the parish.  §722.  Game and fish commission; rules and regulationsA.  The governing authority of a parish may appoint a commission composed of citizens andtaxpayers of the parish, whose term shall be concurrent with that of the governing authorityappointing, who serve without compensation, to be known as the _____________ game and fishcommission.  The commission may make rules and regulations for the government, regulation, andcontrol of the preserve and for the conservation, protection, and propagation of game and fish in thepreserve, provided that such rules and regulations shall be finally approved, adopted, andpromulgated by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.B.  No game and fish commission or political subdivision may regulate the movement, mooring,or position of any commercial industrial vessel on navigable waterways within its jurisdiction.Acts 1997, No. 21, §1; Acts 2005, No. 184, §1.§722.1.  Game and fish commissions, Lafourche ParishA.  The governing authority of Lafourche Parish may appoint one or more game and fishcommissions, each of which may be composed of seven citizens and taxpayers of the parish, whoseterms shall be at the pleasure of the governing authority of Lafourche Parish, and who shall serve
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without compensation.  The commission may make rules and regulations as provided in R.S. 56:722,including provisions for leasing of land within Lafourche Parish which is necessary to carry out theprovisions of this Section.B.  The Lafourche Parish Game and Fish Commission may govern, regulate, and control LakeLong in Lafourche Parish in the manner provided in this Subpart.Added by Acts 1982, No. 717, §1; Acts 2010, No. 384, §1.§723.  Transfer of lands by levee boards and school boards Levee boards and school boards owning land in the bed of nonnavigable streams, where thelands are annually overflowed, may sell the lands to any parish establishing a game or fish preserve,for that purpose.  The school boards and levee boards may transfer the property by proper deedwhenever the sale is made.  §724.  Dykes or dams; excavations The governing authority of a parish may build dykes or dams, dig canals, or excavate lake orstream beds whenever such work is necessary to the creation and establishment of such preserves,and may appropriate and expend the money necessary therefor.  §725.  Expropriation of property; revocation of rules and regulations Governing authorities of parishes availing themselves of the provisions of this Sub-part mayexpropriate such property, under the rules and regulations provided by law, as is necessary to theestablishment of the preserve and to the establishment of fishing and hunting camps provided for inR.S. 56:726, and may annul, revoke, and set aside any rule or regulation made by the commissionwhen petitioned by not less than fifty citizens and taxpayers of the parish.  §726.  Fees for privilege of hunting and fishing; erection of camps The commission may charge an annual fee for the privilege of hunting or fishing in the preserve,not to exceed one dollar per year to residents of the parish nor fifty cents per day to non-residentsof the parish.  The revenue derived from such fees shall be used and expended by the commissionfor the benefit of the preserve and for the purpose of erecting and maintaining at suitable pointspublic camping places, boats, and accommodations for the use and benefit of the citizens and patronsof the preserve. §727.  Approval of rules and regulations; promulgation; penaltiesRules and regulations proposed by any parish commission shall become effective only afterbeing approved by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, which has concurrentjurisdiction and power over the parish preserve.  Such rules and regulations shall be promulgatedand adopted in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.  Any person who violates a ruleor regulation adopted as provided in this Section shall be guilty of a class 2 violation.Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1997, No. 21, §1.§728.  Appropriations out of general fund; special taxes; employment of deputy sheriff The governing authority of a parish in which a preserve is established may appropriate moneyfor the use and benefit of the preserve out of its general fund, and vote special taxes for themaintenance, operation, and equipment of the preserve.  It may employ and pay a deputy sheriff,under the supervision of the sheriff of the parish, to aid the commission in the enforcement of itsrules and regulations for the conservation and protection of the game and fish in the preserve.  
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§729.  Anacoco-Prairie State Game and Fish Preserve; transferA.  All property, both movable and immovable, comprising the Anacoco-Prairie State Game andFish Preserve in Vernon Parish is hereby transferred from the state of Louisiana, Department ofWildlife and Fisheries, to the governing authority for the parish of Vernon.  The lands subject to thistransfer are those provided for in the creation of said preserve by Act No. 277 of the 1948 RegularSession, which were subsequently transferred to the state of Louisiana, Department of Wildlife andFisheries, pursuant to Act No. 490 of the 1981 Regular Session and R.S. 36:610.  All lands arelocated in Vernon Parish and are more particularly described as follows:Section Nineteen, Township Two North, Range Nine West (Sec. 19, Twp. 2 N., Range 9 W);and Sections Two, Three, Four, Nine, Ten, and Eleven, Township One North, Range Ten West(Secs. 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, and 11, Twp. 1 N., Range 10 W); andSections Thirteen, Twenty-three, Twenty-four, Twenty-five, Twenty-six, Twenty-seven, Thirty-three, Thirty-four, Thirty-five, Township Two North, Range Ten West (Secs. 13, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27,33, 34, 35 Twp., 2 N., Range 10 W).B.  Said preserve and its lands shall be governed by the commission created by the parishgoverning authority in accordance with the provisions of this Subpart.Acts 1995, No. 116, §1.
SUBPART D.  STATE GAME PRESERVE ANDPUBLIC HUNTING GROUND§751.  Dedication of state lands withdrawn from entry All of the vacant and unappropriated public lands belonging to the state on December 9, 1921or thereafter acquired by accretion or otherwise, and more particularly described as follows, arewithheld and withdrawn from entry or sale and perpetually dedicated as a game preserve and publichunting ground: All swamps and marsh lands in township 22 South, range 20 East, Southeastern District ofLouisiana, East of the Mississippi River, excepting the following lands: S.E. 1/4 of S.E. 1/4 ofsection 11; N. 1/2 of S.E. 1/4 of section 12; S. 1/2 of N.W. 1/4, N.E. 1/4 of S.W. 1/4, N.W. 1/4 ofS.E. 1/4 of section 15; S.E. 1/4 of S.E. 1/4 of section 15; and sections 22, 25, and 26.  All swamps and marsh lands in township 22 South, range 21 East, Southeastern District ofLouisiana, East of the Mississippi River, excepting the following lands:  S.E. 1/4 of S.W. 1/4, S.W.1/4 of S.W. 1/4 of section 4; N.E. Frac. 1/4, N.W. 1/4 of S.W. 1/4 S. 1/2 of N.W. 1/4 of section 7;N. Frac. 1/2 of N.W. 1/4, N.W. 1/4 of N.E. 1/4 of section 8.All swamps and marsh lands in township 22 South, range 22 East, Southeastern District ofLouisiana, East of the Mississippi River.  All swamps and marsh lands in township 23 South, range 21 East, Southeastern District ofLouisiana, East of the Mississippi River.  All swamps and marsh lands in township 22 South, range 32 East, Southeastern District ofLouisiana, West of the Mississippi River, excepting the following lands: All of sections or lots 9 orlots 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, and44; and all of fractional sections in rear of lots 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34.  All swamps andmarsh lands in township 22 South, range 33 East, Southeastern District of Louisiana, West of theMississippi River, excepting the following lands: All of sections or lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.  
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All of swamps and marsh lands in township 23 South, range 32 East, Southeastern District ofLouisiana, West of the Mississippi River, excepting the following lands: Sections or lots 58, 59, 60,61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87,88, 89, 90 and 91.  All swamps and marsh lands in township 23 South, range 33 East, Southeastern District ofLouisiana, West of the Mississippi River, excepting the following lands: Section 1; sections 2;sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15; section 17; section 18; section 19.  All swamps and marsh lands in township 23 South, range 34 East, Southeastern District ofLouisiana, west of the Mississippi River.  All swamps and marsh lands in township 24 South, range 32 East, Southeastern District ofLouisiana, West of the Mississippi River, excepting the following lands: All of sections or lots 62,63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, and 77.  All swamps and marsh lands in township 24 South, range 33 East, Southeastern District ofLouisiana, West of the Mississippi River, excepting the following lands: Sections or lots 9 and 10.§752.  Control of area; rules and regulations The commissioner of wildlife and fisheries has absolute control and authority concerning theuse of the lands and shall adopt rules and regulations controlling the area.§753.  Trapping, hunting, or fishing on preserve No person shall trap, hunt, or fish on the preserve except under such rules and regulations as aremade by the commissioner.  §754.  Penalty for violation of rules and regulations Whoever violates any of the provisions of this Sub-part, or such rules and regulations as shallhereunder have been adopted by the commissioner, shall, for each offense, pay the cost of theprosecution and be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, orimprisoned for not less than ten days nor more than six months, or both.  
SUBPART E.  MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS FOR WILDLIFEREFUGES, WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS, ANDPUBLIC HUNTING GROUNDS §761.  Protection of wild animals and birds on wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas,and public hunting grounds A.  No person shall, except in accordance with commission rules and regulations, kill, snare,pursue with intent to kill, take by any means, or have in possession any wild animal or bird upon anystate wildlife refuge, wildlife management area, or public hunting ground.  B.  Each killing or pursuing with intent to kill, snaring, taking, or having in possession of anywild animal or bird, on a wildlife refuge, wildlife management area or public hunting ground,constitutes a separate offense.  C.  This Section does not prohibit the secretary from killing or having killed any noxious animalson lands under his supervision, or from having caught or snared any wild animals or birds for thepurpose of propagation, restocking, or scientific investigation.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.  
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§762.  Imported wild birds and animals protected in general No person shall catch, kill, snare, or pursue any wild animal or bird imported into this state bythe federal government, or by any person under the supervision and consent of the commission forthe purpose of experimentation or propagation.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  §763.  Acceptance of other lands and designation as wildlife refuges, wildlife managementareas, and public hunting grounds; rules and regulations; Rainey Sanctuary; NationalAudubon Society A.  The commission may accept from any person, from the state, or from the federal governmentany lands or waters suitable for wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and public huntinggrounds; may designate and set these apart; and may provide rules and regulations not contrary tolaw for the conservation of the birds, quadrupeds, and fish found thereon.B.  The commission may make rules and regulations for the protection of the birds, game, andfish on or in the Rainey Sanctuary of the National Audubon Society in Vermilion Parish and on orin the streams and canals forming the boundaries thereof.Amended by Acts 1970, No. 651, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.  §764.  Penalty for violation of R.S. 56:761, R.S. 56:762 or R.S. 56:763 Violation of the provisions of R.S. 56:761, R.S. 56:762, or R.S. 56:763 constitutes a class twoviolation.  Amended by Acts 1970, No. 651, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3.§765.  Donations for wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and public hunting grounds;applicability of certain laws The provisions of R.S. 30:148.1 - 148.7 and R.S. 47:648.1 shall not authorize the breach of anyterm or condition of any donation which has been accepted by the state involving any state wildliferefuge, wildlife management area, or public hunting ground.  Acts 1986, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 36, §1, eff. Dec. 24, 1986. §766.  Taking of mayhaw berries; rules and regulations Any rules and regulations adopted and promulgated by the department applicable to the takingor collection of mayhaw (Crataegus aestivalis) berries in wildlife management areas and wildliferefuges shall be subject to legislative oversight in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.The taking of mayhaw berries as provided herein, shall not be subject to the Public Bid Law.Notwithstanding any other provision of law, rule, or regulation to the contrary, no person shall becharged a fee for collecting mayhaw berries in wildlife management areas and wildlife refuges, norshall any person be limited as to the quantity of mayhaw berries that can be collected.  Acts 1991, No. 1028, §2.  §767.  Private property surrounded by certain wildlife management areas; regulation ofhunting and fishingA.  All privately owned property which is completely surrounded by a wildlife management areashall be subject to all state hunting and fishing provisions, including those provisions regardingseasons.  Such private property shall not be subject to the special hunting and fishing provisionswhich govern the wildlife management area, except that deer may not be taken with the aid of dogs.However, the owner or lessee of such property shall be required to participate in the deermanagement assistance program provided for in R.S. 56:110.  In addition, the owner or lessee of
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such property shall not be allowed to hunt, trap, or take resident game by the aid of baiting or placingbait intended to attract or entice the resident game to the area where hunters are attempting to takethem.B.  The provisions of this Section shall apply only to private property which, as of June 30, 1999,is surrounded by a wildlife management area or property which is privately owned as of June 30,1999, and is subsequently surrounded by a newly created or expanded wildlife management area.Acts 1997, No. 1292, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1250, §1.§768.  Private property surrounded by wildlife management areas; accessThe Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall ensure land access by the owner or ownersthereof to privately owned property which is located within the boundaries of a wildlife managementarea and which is totally surrounded by that wildlife management area.Acts 1999, No. 716, §1.
SUBPART F.  UPLAND WILDLIFE REFUGES, WILDLIFEMANAGEMENT AREAS AND PUBLIC HUNTING GROUNDS §781.  Authorization for creation of wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, publichunting grounds, upland game preserves, and wildlife sanctuaries The wildlife and fisheries commission shall select lands owned or acquired by the state for theestablishment of wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, public hunting grounds, upland gamepreserves, and wildlife sanctuaries and may properly equip, maintain, and control the wildliferefuges, wildlife management areas, public hunting grounds, upland game preserves, and wildlifesanctuaries for the protection and management of the wild game and wild animal life therein.  Thedepartment shall properly stock the wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, the public huntinggrounds, upland game preserves, and wildlife sanctuaries.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1. §782.  Notice of intention to dedicate lands; publication When a tract of land owned by the state has been selected for wildlife refuge, wildlifemanagement area, public hunting ground, upland game preserves, or wildlife sanctuaries by thecommission, notice containing a description by section, township, and range of the lands selectedshall be given by the commission to the state land office, or other proper departments, of theselection of the lands for that purpose.  The commission shall publish for a period of not less thanthirty days notice of intention to dedicate the described lands for a wildlife refuge, wildlifemanagement area, a public hunting ground, upland game preserves, or wildlife sanctuaries in anewspaper published or having a circulation within the parish or parishes in which the area issituated.  Thereupon, the lands become perpetually dedicated to the purpose of maintaining a wildliferefuge, wildlife management area, a public hunting ground, upland game preserves, or wildlifesanctuaries.  Thereafter no use shall be made of the lands inconsistent with or harmful to the purposeof providing a wildlife refuge, wildlife management area, a public hunting ground, upland gamepreserves, or wildlife sanctuaries.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.§783.  Lease of lands; publication of notice The commission may, under such terms and conditions as it deems advisable, lease from privatepersons or corporations lands within the state for the establishment of wildlife refuges, wildlife
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management areas, public hunting grounds, upland game preserves, or wildlife sanctuaries.  A noticedescribing the land by section, township, and range and stating that same has been leased and setaside as a wildlife refuge, wildlife management area, a public hunting ground, upland gamepreserves, or wildlife sanctuaries shall be published for not less than thirty days in a newspaperpublished or having a circulation in the parish or parishes in which the lands are situated.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.§784.  Reforestation projects; contracts with owners of land; notice The commission may contract with the owners of all tracts of land acquired or accepted underreforestation projects within the state for the establishment and maintenance of wildlife refuges,wildlife management areas, public hunting grounds, upland game preserves, or wildlife sanctuarieson such lands, providing that after such land has been selected and the contract entered into, noticedescribing the land by section, township, and range and advising that the land has been set aside asa wildlife refuge, wildlife management area, a public hunting ground, upland game preserves, orwildlife sanctuaries shall be published as provided in R.S. 56:783.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.§785.  Posting of land; stocking; rules and regulations The department shall post such wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, public huntinggrounds, upland game preserves, or wildlife sanctuaries with suitable signs located not less thanevery lineal quarter mile along the boundary lines of the wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas,public hunting grounds, upland game preserves, or wildlife sanctuaries, and shall properly stock theareas.  The commission may make rules and regulations for the protection of the wild game and wildanimal life within the areas and may properly fence, equip, or maintain the areas for the protectionof the wild animal life and game.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.§786.  Dedication of land; trespass; destruction or defacing signs; arrest After such lands have been selected for use as wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas,public hunting grounds, upland game preserves, and wildlife sanctuaries, and notice of such selectionand dedication published as herein provided, and after the lands have been fenced or posted ashereinabove provided, the areas thereupon become dedicated as a wildlife refuge, wildlifemanagement area, public hunting ground, upland game preserves, or wildlife sanctuaries.  No person shall trespass upon such land or hunt, trap, snare, or take the wild animal life or gamewithin the wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, public hunting grounds, upland gamepreserves, or wildlife sanctuaries contrary to commission regulation, or destroy or deface fencingor signs placed on or around the areas.  A person found so doing may be arrested on sight by anywildlife agent or other authorized officer.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.§787.  Penalty for violation of Subpart Violation of the provisions of this Subpart constitutes a class two violation.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3.  



R.S. 56:795

Wildlife and Fisheries House of Representatives Database – 285October, 2010

SUBPART G.  SCHOOL LANDS WITHIN OR CONTIGUOUS TOWILDLIFE REFUGES, WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS,OR PUBLIC HUNTING GROUNDS §791.  Protection of wild birds or animals; penalty for violation of Subpart A.  Except as provided in R.S. 56:792, no person shall, except in accordance with commissionrules and regulations, kill, snare, or pursue with intent to take or kill by any means, or have inpossession any wild animal or bird from or upon any school land or school section located within,contiguous to, or adjoining the boundaries of any wildlife refuge, wildlife management area, orpublic hunting ground, public or private, established or designated as such by the secretary of theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries by and with the consent of the parish school board or underits authority.B.  The killing, snaring, taking, or having in possession, or pursuing with intent to do so, of eachwild animal or bird on any such land or section constitutes a separate offense.C.  Whoever violates any provision of this Subpart shall be fined not less than five dollars normore than one hundred dollars, with costs of suit, for each offense.D.  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to Vermilion Parish except that it shall beunlawful in Vermilion Parish for any person to use firearms in the trapping and taking of fur bearinganimals.  The rental or leasing of any public lands owned by the Vermilion Parish School Board forany purpose described herein shall be in accordance with advertisement and bidding laws.E.  Violation of any provision of this Subpart shall constitute a class two violation.Amended by Acts 1977, No. 449, §1; Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1981, No. 838, §1.  §792.  Secretary excepted The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries may kill or have killed obnoxiousanimals on any such land or section or ensnare or have ensnared thereon any wild animal or bird forpropagation, restocking, educational purposes, or scientific investigation.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.  
SUBPART H.  DEVELOPMENT OF ATCHAFALAYA RIVER BASIN§795.  Purchase of portions of Atchafalaya River Basin; nature, recreation and wildlifemanagement area A.(1)  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is hereby authorized to purchase land fromwilling sellers in the Atchafalaya River Basin south of U.S. Highway 190, between the East andWest Atchafalaya Protection Levees, and north of Morgan City, for the comprehensive developmentof a nature and recreation area out of funds appropriated for that purpose, subject to approval by theJoint Legislative Committee on the Budget.  (2)  The department is further authorized to purchase land from willing sellers in Madison,Tensas, and Franklin Parishes containing fifty thousand acres, more or less, being a portion of a tractof land known as the Chicago Mill and Lumber Company tract, subject to approval by the JointLegislative Committee on the Budget.  (3)  The department is further authorized to purchase land from willing sellers in Concordia,Catahoula, Franklin and Tensas Parishes containing fifty-seven thousand acres, more or less, beinga tract of land known as the Fisher Lumber Company tract; and if the land is conveyed to the state,
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the seller may retain mineral rights in all or part of said land as agreed upon between purchaser andseller. (4)  The department is further authorized to sell any or all portions of the lands purchased underthe authorization of this Subsection, provided that the sale price is not less than the price paid by thedepartment.  B.  It is hereby recommended and requested that the United States Army Corps of Engineersshall, as partial mitigation for recreation losses and damages to fish and wildlife habitat andresources within the Atchafalaya River Basin due to their flood control projects, provide a tract ofland within the Atchafalaya River Basin consisting of not less than 50,000 acres or two tracts of notless than 25,000 acres each, for wildlife management areas to be managed and administered by theLouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commissionshall enter into negotiation and take steps to achieve the purposes of this Subsection.  C.  One-half of all revenues derived from the sale of timber from wildlife management areaslocated within the Atchafalaya River Basin shall be placed in a special fund and shall be used forno other purposes than the maintenance and development of such areas.  The remaining one-half ofall revenues derived from the sale of timber from such areas shall be placed to the credit of theGeneral Fund.  Acts 1968, No. 612, §§1-3.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 743, §1.§796.  Lake Fausse Point, Lake Dauterive,  and Grand Avoille Cove Advisory BoardA.  The Lake Fausse Point, Lake Dauterive, and Grand Avoille Cove Advisory Board, hereafterin this Section referred to as the board, is hereby created to advise the secretary on matters pertainingto the preservation of the Lake Fausse Point, Lake Dauterive, and Grand Avoille Cove area and tothe development of recreational opportunities in the area.B.(1)  The commission is comprised as follows:(a)  The member of the Louisiana House of Representatives representing House District Number49 or his designee.(b)  The member of the Louisiana House of Representatives representing House District Number50 or his designee.(c)  The member of the Louisiana House of Representatives representing House District Number46 or his designee.(d)  The member of the Louisiana Senate representing Senate District Number 21 or hisdesignee.(e)  The member of the Louisiana Senate representing Senate District Number 22 or hisdesignee.(f)  Two members of the Chitimacha Tribe appointed by the governing authority of the tribe.(g)  One member appointed by the mayor of Baldwin subject to confirmation by the governingauthority of Baldwin.(h)  One member appointed by the mayor of Jeanerette subject to confirmation by the governingauthority of Jeanerette.(i)  The member of the St. Mary Parish governing authority representing Council DistrictNumber 1 or his designee.(j)  The member of the Iberia Parish governing authority representing Council District Number11 or his designee.



R.S. 56:796

Wildlife and Fisheries House of Representatives Database – 287October, 2010

(k)  The member of the St. Martin Parish governing authority representing Council DistrictNumber 1 or his designee.(l)  The Eagle Point Park Committee shall appoint two of its members to serve on the board.(m)  The members of the Legislature of Louisiana referenced in Subparagraphs (a) through (e)of this Paragraph shall collectively appoint one licensed commercial fisherman.(n)  The members of the Legislature of Louisiana referenced in Subparagraphs (a) through (e)of this Subsection shall appoint one member from a list of three nominations submitted by the localchapter of Ducks Unlimited.(o)  The governing authority of the St. Mary Parish Consolidated Water and Sewer District ofCharenton shall appoint one of its members to serve on the board.(p)  The lieutenant governor, the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, and thesecretary of the Department of Natural Resources may each designate an individual to serve as anonvoting member of the board.(q)  The parish presidents for Iberia Parish, St. Martin Parish, and St. Mary Parish, shall serveas ex officio nonvoting members of the board or may designate a person to serve in their stead.(2)  The term of each appointed member shall be concurrent with the term of the respectiveappointing authority.(3)  The board shall elect from its membership a chair, a vice chair, and other officers as it deemsappropriate.(4)  The board shall hold regular meetings as provided by its bylaws and may hold specialmeetings upon the call of its chair or vice chair or upon the call of a majority of its members.  Theboard shall meet not less often than quarterly but not more often than monthly.  Meetings shall beheld at the Chitimacha Tribal Center unless the board, by majority vote, determines that meeting atsuch location is impractical or that the center is otherwise unavailable for the meetings.(5)  Members of the board shall serve without compensation.(6)  The maximum expenditure of state funds for this commission shall be limited to twothousand dollars per year.  Notwithstanding any other law or provision to the contrary, the board isauthorized to receive by gift, grant, donation or otherwise, any sum of money, aid or assistance fromthe United States, the state of Louisiana, or any of the political subdivisions thereof, the ChitimachaTribe, private entities, or any other private or public source, to provide additional funds for thepurpose of carrying out the objects, purposes, operations, and activities of the board.C.(1)  The board shall:(a)  Assess the impact natural processes and human activity are having on the area.(b)  Advise the secretary on policies and projects that will preserve the natural state and viabilityof the lakes and their environs and at the same time make recreational enjoyment of the areaavailable to more people.(c)  Evaluate the effectiveness of governmental policies and projects and report to the secretaryon any need for changes therein.(d)  Ensure that any decision of the board is consistent with the Basin Master plan, the AnnualBasin plan, and the master plan for coastal protection and restoration for a sustainable coast.(2)  The board may commission studies and prepare reports relating to the purpose for which itis created and may solicit, accept, and expend funds for such purposes.
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(3)  Any project proposed by the board which may impact water quality or water managementin the Atchafalaya Basin, as defined by R.S. 30:2000.2, shall comply with all requirements of R.S.30:2000.11 for the approval of a water management project for inclusion in the Annual Basin plan.D.  Unless otherwise extended by legislation, the authorization for the creation of the board shallterminate on December 31, 2019, and the board shall cease all functions and be dissolved as of thatdate.Acts 2009, No. 361, §1; Acts 2010, No. 88, §1.
SUBPART I.  WILDLIFE REFUGE AND GAME PRESERVES;REVENUES FROM; TRUST FUNDS§797.  Rockefeller Foundation Wildlife Refuge and Game Preserve; revenues; allocationA.(1)  All revenues belonging to the state of Louisiana which are received as royalty, rentals,or otherwise from leases for the exploration, development, or production of oil, gas, and otherminerals on all or any portion of the lands in the parishes of Vermilion and Cameron comprising theRockefeller Foundation Wildlife Refuge and Game Preserve, which was donated to the state ofLouisiana by the Rockefeller Foundation by act of donation executed by it on September 30, 1920,and was accepted by the state of Louisiana under the terms and provisions of Act No. 71 of 1920 onNovember 8, 1920, which constitutes a contract between the state of Louisiana and RockefellerFoundation entered into pursuant to said Act, and which is now on file and of record in the officesof the secretary of state and the commissioner of conservation and also in the offices of the clerksof court and ex officio recorders of the parishes of Vermilion and Cameron, subject to the priorcharge on said revenues in favor of the Royalty Road Funds for the parishes of Vermilion andCameron under authority of Section 2 of Article IV of the Louisiana Constitution of 1921, andSection 4 of Article VII of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, when collected shall be deposited inthe state treasury in a special fund designated as the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge and Game PreserveFund.(2)  The state treasurer is authorized and directed to transfer annually an amount equalling fivepercent of the annual revenues credited to said fund into a special fund designated as the RockefellerWildlife Refuge Trust and Protection Fund.  If mineral and interest income credited to theRockefeller Wildlife Refuge and Game Preserve Fund exceeds ten million dollars annually, the statetreasurer is authorized and directed to transfer annually an amount equalling twenty-five percent ofthe annual income credited to the Preserve Fund into the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge Trust andProtection Fund.  Such transfers shall be made until such time as the principal amount credited tosuch fund equals the sum of fifty million dollars.B.  The remaining revenues comprising the said Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge and Game PreserveFund and all income earned from investments of such revenues, shall be used first, for the purposeof paying the costs of maintenance, policing, and improving the said wildlife refuge and preserve,and the development of conditions suitable for improving such wildlife refuge and preserve, and anysurplus of revenues derived from said mineral development or production on Rockefeller WildlifeRefuge shall be used by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in wildlife management programsand activities, particularly land acquisition throughout the state.C.  The state treasurer shall invest the principal and the undistributed return on the principaldeposited in the said Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge Trust and Protection Fund for the purpose ofachieving perpetual financing of said fund.  Such investments may include, among others authorizedby law the following:
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(1)  Equity investments in stocks, common and preferred, or corporations listed on the New YorkStock Exchange, the American Stock Exchange, or quoted on the National Association of SecuritiesDealers Automated Quotations System, provided that the total investment in such securities at anyone time shall not exceed thirty-five percent of the market value of all funds held by the fund.  Thetreasurer may hire, on a contract basis, investment managers or consultants as deemed appropriateto provide for the equity investments of the fund.  Such contracts shall be on a fee, together withminimum exchange fee, basis or on a commission basis only, with payment for such fees beingappropriated from the fund.(2)  Direct general obligations of, or obligations on which the timely payment of the principaland interest is unconditionally guaranteed by the United States of America.(3)  Bonds, debentures, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness issued by any of the followingagencies of the United States government: Government National Mortgage Association; RuralDevelopment Administration; Export-Import Bank of the United States; Federal National MortgageAssociation; Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation; Federal Home Loan Bank; and StudentLoan Marketing Association.(4)  Bonds, debentures, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness issued by any of the followingagencies of the United States government, or any other like governmental or government-sponsoredagencies which are hereafter created, including the Bank of Cooperatives, Federal Financing Bank,Small Business Administration, and Bank for Reconstruction and Development.D.  Investment income from said trust and protection fund shall be allocated annually, evenduring the period that the fund is being increased to the fifty million dollar level, as follows:(1)  Three hundred thousand dollars to McNeese State University for educational purposes.  Theprovisions of this Paragraph shall be inoperative and of no effect after July 1, 1993.(2)  Sixty thousand dollars to the Governor's Special Commission on Educational Services toprovide for undergraduate and graduate scholarships to Louisiana state colleges and universities forLouisiana residents to study in the fields of wildlife, forestry, or marine sciences, or study incurricula leading to study in such fields, such scholarships to have been approved by the Departmentof Wildlife and Fisheries for funding from such monies.(3)  Three hundred thousand dollars for the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to purchaselands that are of benefit to waterfowl and contribute to the North American Waterfowl ManagementPlan.(4)  Three hundred thousand dollars for the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to purchaseland for upland game habitat.(5)  Until the principal in the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge Trust and Protection Fund reachesfifty million dollars, one hundred fifty thousand dollars to the Louisiana Fur and Alligator AdvisoryCouncil to accomplish the specific goals listed in R.S. 56:279(B).(6)  If revenue available from the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge and Game Preserve Fund is notsufficient to cover the cost of maintenance, policing, and improving the said wildlife refuge andpreserve, and the development of conditions suitable for improving such wildlife refuge andpreserve, any investment income needed from the trust and protection fund shall be made availableto fulfill said needs, subject only to appropriation by the legislature.  Use of the funds for suchpurposes shall take precedence over any other purpose provided in this Section.(7)  However, as a one time allocation, three hundred fifty thousand dollars to the Departmentof Wildlife and Fisheries for an initial design of a nature trail and visitor's center at the RockefellerWildlife Refuge and Game Preserve.E.(1)  The investment income from said trust and protection fund remaining after the annualallocations provided for in this Section shall be added to the trust and protection fund.  When theprincipal amount credited to the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge Trust and Protection Fund reaches anamount equal to the sum of fifty million dollars, the proceeds derived from interest earned on
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investment of the principal shall, subject to all prior annual transfers of funds provided for by thisSection, be allocated by the state treasurer in accordance with legislative appropriation to theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries to be used by said department first solely to defray the expenseof maintaining, policing, and improving the Rockefeller Foundation Wildlife Refuge and GamePreserve and for the development of conditions suitable for improving said wildlife refuge and gamepreserve.(2)  After all needs of the refuge have been provided for, any income earned from the investmentof the principal shall, subject to legislative appropriation, be available to the Department of Wildlifeand Fisheries for the following activities:(a)  Marsh Island and State Wildlife Refuge land stewardship.(b)  Statewide fur management and research.(c)  Statewide alligator management and research.(d)  Statewide migratory bird management and research.Added by Acts 1972, No. 321, §1; Amended by Acts 1978, No. 342, §1; Acts 1980, No. 807, §1; Acts 1982,No. 63, §1, eff. July 11, 1982; Acts 1982, No. 93, §1; Acts 1987, No. 849, §1, eff. July 20, 1987 and July 1,1989; Acts 1989, No. 707, §1, eff. July 1, 1989; Acts 1992, No. 498, §1; Acts 1995, No. 832, §1; Acts 1999,No. 1041, §1.NOTE:  See Acts 1987, No. 849, §2 regarding increase in maximum deposited amounts effective July1, 1989.§798.  Russell Sage or Marsh Island RefugeA.(1)  The State Mineral and Energy Board is hereby authorized to lease for exploration,development or production of oil, gas, or other minerals all or any portion of Marsh Island, donatedto the state of Louisiana by the Russell Sage Foundation and accepted by the state of Louisiana,under the terms and provision of Act No. 70 of the 1920 Regular Session of the Legislature, assupplemented by Act 136 of the 1958 Regular Session of the Legislature, and of the contractbetween the state of Louisiana and the Russell Sage Foundation entered into pursuant to said Act,now on file and of record in the office of the secretary of state; such lease or leases to be for suchtime or times as may be mutually agreed upon between the Russell Sage Foundation and the StateMineral and Energy Board, and under such conditions, rules, and regulations as will, to thesatisfaction of the Russell Sage Foundation, afford adequate present and future protection of MarshIsland for the purposes for which it was donated by the Russell Sage Foundation to the state and aswill insure a minimum disturbance of wildlife on the island, and upon condition that the state ofLouisiana shall pay or cause to be paid to the Russell Sage Foundation in the usual manner one-halfof any and all revenues due to the state as royalty, rentals, or otherwise from such use, exploration,and development of such leased lands, except tax revenues, and that the state of Louisiana shalldevote the other half of the such revenues so derived, first to maintaining, policing, and improvingMarsh Island as a wildlife refuge or reserve, which funds shall be credited to, and form part of theMarsh Island Operating Fund, and any excess thereafter remaining of the state's one-half share ofsuch revenues in the Marsh Island Operating Fund at the conclusion of the fiscal year shall bedivided into two equal parts, one of which shall be dedicated, set aside, and placed with the statetreasurer in a special fund to be known as the "Russell Sage or Marsh Island Refuge Fund", in orderto insure through investment or its principal income, for the future maintenance, policing, andimproving of Marsh Island as a wildlife refuge, and the other such part shall be available to beexpended by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or its successors for statewideprojects for the propagation and protection of wildlife in the state of Louisiana.(2)(a)  In the event that ten million dollars have accumulated and remain in the Russell Sage orMarsh Island Refuge Fund, all interest and income from investments generated by the Russell Sageor Marsh Island Refuge Fund shall be transferred annually to the Marsh Island Operating Fund for
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the protection of Marsh Island and any excess of such interest and income from investments whichremain in the Marsh Island Operating Fund at the end of each fiscal year shall be apportioned asfollows: first to provide for an annual adjustment in the limit on accumulated funds in the RussellSage or Marsh Island Refuge Fund which adjustment shall be an amount equal to the annualpercentage change in the United States consumer price index for all urban consumers, as publishedby the United States Department of Labor, for the preceding calendar year multiplied by thepreceding year's limit, and, thereafter the remainder shall also be available to be expended by theLouisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or its successors for statewide projects for thepropagation and protection of wildlife in this state.(b)  The secretary of Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall file with the StateMineral and Energy Board annually, on or before July thirtieth of each year, an accurate and detailedwritten report, in duplicate, of the expenditures made from the state's one-half share of suchrevenues.  One of the copies of such report shall be delivered by the State Mineral and Energy Boardto the Russell Sage Foundation, and the other shall remain on file with the State Mineral and EnergyBoard, provided that the Russell Sage Foundation shall have the right if it so desires to verify anysuch report by audit.(c)  Upon the same terms and conditions and subject to the same division and disposition ofrevenues therefrom the State Mineral and Energy Board is authorized to grant permits to conductgeophysical surveys of all or any portion of Marsh Island.B.(1)  The state treasurer shall invest the principal and  the undistributed return on the principaldeposited in said Russell Sage or Marsh Island Refuge Fund for the purpose of achieving perpetualfinancing of said trust fund for the purposes for which said trust fund was created, the income frominvestments to be added to said trust fund and to become a part thereof for all purposes, except asprovided in Paragraph A(2).  Such investments may include, among others authorized by law, thefollowing:(a)  Equity investments in stocks, common and preferred, of corporations listed on the New YorkStock Exchange, the American Stock Exchange, or quoted on the National Association of SecuritiesDealers Automated Quotations System, provided that the total investment in such securities at anyone time shall not exceed thirty-five percent of the market value of all funds held by the fund.  Thetreasurer may hire, on a contract basis, investment managers or consultants as deemed appropriateto provide for the equity investments of the fund.  Such contracts shall be on a fee, together withminimum exchange fee, basis or on a commission basis only, with payment for such fees beingappropriated from the fund.(b)  Direct general obligations of or obligations on which the timely payment of the principal andinterest is unconditionally guaranteed by the United States of America.(c)  Bonds, debentures, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness issued by any of the followingagencies of the United States government: Government National Mortgage Association; RuralDevelopment Administration; Export-Import Bank of the United States; Federal National MortgageAssociation; Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation; Federal Home Loan Bank; and StudentLoan Marketing Association.(d)  Bonds, debentures, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness issued by any of the followingagencies of the United States government, or any other like governmental or government-sponsoredagencies which are hereafter created, including the Bank of Cooperatives, Federal Financing Bank,Small Business Administration, and Bank for Reconstruction and Development.(2)  The state treasurer shall also invest the funds for maintaining, policing, and improvingMarsh Island as a wildlife refuge or reserve in the Marsh Island Operating Fund for the purpose ofearning interest on the Marsh Island Operating Fund, the income from investment to be added to saidfund and to become a part thereof for all purposes.
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C.  The term "statewide projects for the propagation and protection of wildlife" is herein definedas: (1) Acquisition of wildlife habitat at a price which is equal to or less than the appraised marketvalue, including the purchase of holdings on existing wildlife management areas, as well asadjoining or adjacent lands, or other tracts of such size and location as shall be appropriate forwildlife management;(2)  Habitat management of existing and future wildlife management areas; and(3)  Construction, maintenance, and operation of roads, waterways, buildings and otherstructures, facilities, and improvements upon existing and future wildlife management areas for thepurposes for which they were acquired.D.  The term "wildlife management area" as used herein shall include Marsh Island.E.  Operations necessary for the management, maintenance, and development of conditionssuitable for improving Marsh Island as a wildlife refuge and preserve which are potentially revenueproducing shall be conducted only in accordance with the Deed of Donation from the Russell SageFoundation to the state of Louisiana and under such provisions and conditions as will affordadequate present and future protection of Marsh Island for the purposes for which it was donated andas will insure a minimum disturbance of wildlife on the island, and upon conditions that anyrevenues derived from such operations shall be dedicated, set aside, and placed with the statetreasurer in a special fund which is hereby created in the state treasury to be known as the "RussellSage or Marsh Island Refuge Capital Improvement Fund" which shall be devoted solely to capitalimprovements to Marsh Island, with a portion of the funds accruing to be held in reserve for unusualnonrecurring events caused by forces of nature or other unusual events.  The state treasurer shallinvest the principal and interest deposited in said Russell Sage or Marsh Island Capital ImprovementFund for the purpose of achieving perpetual financing of said trust fund for the purposes for whichsaid trust fund was created, the income from investments to be added to said trust fund and becomea part thereof for all purposes.  The secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheriesshall deliver to the Russell Sage Foundation annually, on or before July thirtieth of each year, anaccurate and detailed written report of the expenditures made from said trust fund.  The Russell SageFoundation shall have the right if it so desires to verify any such report by audit.F.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is hereby authorized to employ aqualified accountant for the purposes of compiling the reports reflecting the status of the MarshIsland Operating Fund and special trust funds provided for by this Section, calculating the changein the Russell Sage or Marsh Island Refuge Fund limit, and for such other reporting purposes as maybe agreed by the Russell Sage Foundation and the secretary of the Department of Wildlife andFisheries.Added by Acts 1971, No. 62, §2; Amended by Acts 1973, No. 154, §1; Acts 1987, No. 849, §1, eff. July 20,1987; Acts 1992, No. 885, §1, eff. July 8, 1992; Acts 1999, No. 1041, §1; Acts 2009, No. 196, §9, eff. July 1,2009.§799.  Repealed by Acts 1999, No. 186, §1.
SUBPART I-1.  WHITE LAKE PROPERTY§799.1.  PurposeThe purpose of this Subpart is to provide for the administration, control, management, andfunding for the White Lake Property located in Vermilion Parish.  The legislature acknowledges thatthe White Lake Property provides an opportunity for, and an obligation on, the state to preserve a
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scarce fresh water ecosystem and to conserve and protect in perpetuity a relatively natural habitatof fish, wildlife or plants or similar ecosystem.Acts 2004, No. 613, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 2005.§799.2.  DefinitionsAs used in this Subpart, the following terms shall have the following meanings:(1)  "Act of donation" means the "Act of Donation by BP America Production Company to theState of Louisiana", dated July 8, 2002, and recorded July 11, 2002, in the conveyance records ofVermilion Parish, bearing entry number 20208337 in which the property in and around White Lake,located in Vermilion Parish, was donated to the state.(2)  "Board" means the White Lake Property Advisory Board.(3)  "Commission" means the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.(4)  "Department" means the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.(5)  "Fund" means the White Lake Property Fund.(6)  "White Lake Property" means the properties owned by the state in and around White Lake,located in Vermilion Parish which were donated to the state in "Act of Donation by BP AmericaProduction Company to the State of Louisiana", dated July 8, 2002, and recorded July 11, 2002, inthe conveyance records of Vermilion Parish, bearing entry number 20208337.Acts 2004, No. 613, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 2005.§799.3.  White Lake Property FundA.  Effective January 1, 2005, there shall be established in the state treasury, as a special fundwithin the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Conservation Fund, the White Lake Property Fund,hereinafter referred to as the "fund".  After allocation of money to the Bond Security andRedemption Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, thetreasurer shall deposit in and credit to the fund all of the following:(1)  All revenues received by the state derived from agricultural leases and from mineralrevenues from royalty payments, bonus payments, and rentals from the properties owned by the statein and around White Lake, located in Vermilion Parish which were donated to the state in "Act ofDonation by BP America Production Company to the State of Louisiana", dated July 8, 2002, andrecorded July 11, 2002, in the conveyance records of Vermilion Parish, bearing entry number20208337, hereinafter referred to as the "White Lake Property".(2)  All fees charged by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission or the Department ofWildlife and Fisheries for use of the White Lake Property.(3)  All monies received by the state and derived from any sale of assets produced by the WhiteLake Property.(4)  All donations of private funds or public contributions made to the state, commission,department, or board for the conservation, administration, control, management, development, oroperation of the White Lake Property or the activities conducted thereon.B.  The monies in the fund shall be invested by the state treasurer in the same manner as the stategeneral fund and the interest earned on the investment of these monies shall be credited to the fund,after compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the constitution, relative tothe Bond Security and Redemption Fund.  All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fundat the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.C.  The monies in the fund shall be available only for the operation, maintenance, administration,control, management, or enhancement of the White Lake Property and to enhancement of the White
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Lake Property and to promote its wildlife and ecosystem conservation and for education and researchpurposes associated directly with the White Lake Property.D.  The monies in the fund shall be appropriated only for the purposes set forth in SubsectionC of this Section.  The legislature shall make no appropriation from the fund which is inconsistentwith the recommendations of the White Lake Property Advisory Board.Acts 2004, No. 613, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 2005.§799.4.  White Lake Property Advisory BoardA.  There is hereby created the White Lake Property Advisory Board within the Department ofWildlife and Fisheries, which shall be domiciled in East Baton Rouge Parish.B.  The board shall be composed of members appointed by the governor, subject to confirmationby the Senate, from nominations submitted as follows:(1)  Three members shall be appointed from a list of nominees submitted by the following:(a)  Two nominees submitted by Ducks Unlimited.(b)  Two nominees submitted by Delta Waterfowl.(c)  Two nominees submitted by the Louisiana Nature Conservancy.(d)  Two nominees submitted by the Louisiana Wildlife Federation.(e)  Two nominees submitted by the Louisiana Ornithological Society.(f)  Two nominees submitted by the Sierra Club.(2)  Three members shall be appointed from a list of nominees submitted by the following:(a)  Two nominees submitted by the Board of Supervisors of the Louisiana State University andAgricultural and Mechanical College.(b)  Two nominees submitted by the Board of Supervisors of the Southern University andAgricultural and Mechanical College.(c)  Two nominees submitted by the Board of Supervisors of the University of Louisiana System.(3)  One member appointed from a list of two nominees submitted by the Vermilion ParishPolice Jury.(4)  Two members appointed from a list of four nominees submitted by the BP AmericaProduction Company.(5)  One member appointed from a list of two nominees, not members of the legislature,submitted by the speaker of the Louisiana House of Representatives.(6)  One member appointed from a list of two nominees, not members of the legislature,submitted by the president of the Louisiana Senate.(7)  One member appointed at large.(8)  One member who shall be a resident of Ward 8 of Vermilion Parish.(9)  One member appointed from a list of two nominees submitted by the Vermilion ParishSchool Board.C.  Three members of the board shall at all times be residents of Vermilion Parish.  All membersappointed to the board shall serve at the pleasure of the governor.  Vacancies shall be appointed inthe same manner as provided for the vacant member.D.  A minimum of seven of the members of the board shall have expertise in scientificdisciplines pertinent to the management and conservation of the natural resources found on theWhite Lake Property.
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E.  The secretary of the Department of Natural Resources and the secretary of the Departmentof Wildlife and Fisheries shall serve as ex officio, nonvoting members of the board.F.  The board shall select from its members a chairman, vice chairman, secretary, and treasurer.The board shall adopt rules, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, for the orderlytransaction of business and shall keep a record of its resolutions, transactions, and other business.A majority of the individuals appointed to the board shall constitute a quorum.G.  The members of the board shall serve without compensation, and shall not be eligible toengage in the taking of fish and game resources or other recreational activities on the White LakeProperty at times and places when these activities are not also available to the general public.H.  Meetings of the board shall be held at a time and place as determined by the chairman orwhen requested by a majority of the board members, provided that the board shall meet no less thantwice annually.  Notices of all meetings of the board, together with an agenda of the business tocome before the board, shall be provided to the public.  The board shall be subject to the OpenMeetings Law (R.S. 42:11 et seq.) and the Public Records Law (R.S. 44:1 et seq.).I.  The board may solicit and accept gifts and donations for the purposes set forth in R.S.56:799.3(A)(4), to be deposited in and credited to the White Lake Property Fund.J.  The treasurer shall provide for full and accurate financial records to be maintained and thefinancial records of the board shall be subject to annual audit by the legislative auditor.K.  Concerning the White Lake Property, the board shall advise the Louisiana Wildlife andFisheries Commission and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries regarding:(1)  Administration, control, and management.(2)  Proper operation, management, and supervision of all activities consistent with the"conservation purposes" stated in the act of donation and subject to all of the other terms andconditions of the act of donation.(3)  Development and implementation of a conservation management plan consistent with the"conservation purposes" in the act of donation.(4)  Establishment and maintenance of a biodiversity wetlands center to be named the "BPWetlands Center".(5)  Ensuring the protection of the natural resources.(6)  Preserving, protecting, and promoting the biological diversity.(7)  Undertaking land and water management projects that enhance or restore natural wetlandand upland habitats.(8)  Promoting environmental education and research.Acts 2004, No. 613, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 2005; Acts 2005, No. 106, §1; Acts 2008, No. 221, §1, eff. June 16,2008.§799.5.  Commission duties and responsibilitiesIn addition to duties, responsibilities, and powers provided by the constitution and statutory lawand consistent with the recommendations of the board, the commission:(1)  Shall establish a conservation management plan for the White Lake Property.(2)  May authorize the conduct of lottery hunts on the White Lake Property by the departmentor through a cooperative endeavor agreement.Acts 2004, No. 613, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 2005.
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§799.6.  Department duties and responsibilities; powersA.  In addition to duties, responsibilities, and powers otherwise provided by law and consistentwith the recommendations of the board, the department shall administer, control, and manage theWhite Lake Property.B.  Subject to recommendations by the board, the department may enter into cooperativeendeavor agreements to fulfill its duties and responsibilities under this Subpart.  Each suchagreement shall be subject to review by the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget.Acts 2004, No. 613, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 2005.
SUBPART J.  TIMBER ON DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFEAND FISHERIES LAND§800.  Timber management, lease, or sale The secretary shall have the authority, power, and duty to manage the timber on land owned bythe state that is under the jurisdiction of the department, including but not limited to the timber onany wildlife refuge, game preserve, wildlife management area, and public hunting ground.  Thesecretary shall have the authority and power to negotiate and enter into agreements for themanagement, lease, or sale of such timber with public or private persons, firms, corporations, ororganizations, including the authority and power to establish the price, terms of contract, and otherconditions necessary for the management, lease, or sale of such timber.  Acts 1984, No. 764, §1, eff. July 13, 1984.NOTE:  See Section 4 of Acts 1984, No. 408 for a Limited Repeal of R.S. 56:800.
PART II.  PARTICULAR STATE GAME AND FISHPRESERVES AND SANCTUARIES§801.  Particular game and fish preserves and commissions recognized and continuedThe following preserves and commissions created by the enumerated special statutes, arecontinued in full force and effect within the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries:(1)  Repealed by Acts 1981, No. 422, §2; Acts 1981, No. 490, §1; Acts 1981, No. 858, §5, eff.Jan. 1, 1982.(2)  Bayou Bonnie Idee Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1952, No. 248; Acts 1966, No. 455; Acts1977, No. 222, §1).(3)  Bayou Pierre State Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1934, No. 139; Acts 1946, No. 382; Acts1977, No. 222, §1).(4)  Beauregard Old River Fish and Game Preserve (Acts 1958, No. 266; Acts 1966, No. 455;Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).(5)  Black Bayou Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1940, No. 39; Acts 1952, No. 489; Acts 1977,No. 222, §1).(6)  Bundicks Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1956, No. 33; Acts 1966, No. 455; Acts 1977, No.222, §1).(7)  Catahoula Lake Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1952, No. 320; Acts 1966, No. 455; Acts1974, No. 434; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).(8)  Cheniere Brake Fish Preserve (Acts 1940, No. 88; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).
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(9)  Cocodrie Lake Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1957, No. 38; Acts 1966, No. 455; Acts 1977,No. 222, §1).(10)  Concordia Lake Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1974, No. 434; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).(11)  Cornie Lake Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1934, No. 190; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).(12)  Hard Water State Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1968, No. 560; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).(13)  Iatt Lake Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1940, No. 27; Acts 1962, No. 244; Acts 1977, No.222, §1).(14)  Lake Bistineau State Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1930, No. 43; Acts 1942, No. 64; Acts1969, No. 152; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).(15)  Lake Catherine and Lake Pontchartrain Sanctuary (Acts 1954, No. 476; Acts 1956, No.352; Acts 1960, No. 515; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).(16)  Lake Field Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1966, No. 379; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).(17)  Repealed by Acts 1995, No. 1262, §1.(18)  Nantachie Lake State Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1966, No. 440; Acts 1977, No. 222,§1).(19)  Northwest Louisiana Game and Fish Preserve Commission (Acts 1926, No. 191; Acts11928, No. 69; Acts 1938, No. 294; Acts 1946, No. 120; Acts 1948, No. 307; Acts 1966, No. 455;Acts 1976, No. 105; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1; Acts 1977, No. 303).(20)  St. Martin-Lafayette Game and Fish Commission (Acts 1950, No. 337; Acts 1966, No. 455;Acts 1970, No. 390; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).(21)  Saline Lake Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1976, No. 105; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).(22)  Spanish Lake State Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1940, No. 261; Acts 1946, No. 226; Acts1960, No. 462; Acts 1966, No. 455; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1; Acts 1997, No. 21, §2, repealed thecommission).(23)  Turkey Creek Game and Fish Preserve (Acts 1938, No. 159; Acts 1963, No. 94; Acts 1977,No. 222, §1).(24)  West Atchafalaya Floodway Game and Fish Management Preserve (Acts 1960, No. 565;Acts 1962, No. 478; Acts 1977, No. 222, §1).Acts 1995, No. 1262, §1; Acts 1997, No. 21, §2.See Acts 1990, No. 539, §1.1§802.  Responsibilities and duties The department shall have the duty and responsibility for the management of resources,including water level control, aquatic weed control, and maintenance and repair of dams, controlstructures, and spillways within the territorial jurisdiction of each commission established in R.S.56:801, provided that no local commission or authority is providing these services.  The individualgame and fish preserves and commissions or local governing authorities shall have the duty andresponsibility for maintaining all support services within their territorial jurisdiction, includingparks, picnic areas, and concessions. Added by Acts 1982, No. 728, §1.§803.  Lake Pontchartrain State Bird Sanctuary A.  In the following described area of Lake Pontchartrain, the waters and the air column abovesuch waters are hereby designated and declared the Lake Pontchartrain State Bird Sanctuary: (1)  From the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain, one mile south along the Lake PontchartrainCauseway and one-half mile east and west of the causeway in such area.
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(2)  From the south shore of Lake Pontchartrain, one mile north along the Lake PontchartrainCauseway and one-half mile east and west of the causeway in such area.B.  All species of birds shall be protected within the Lake Pontchartrain State Bird Sanctuary.No person shall catch, kill, injure, pursue, possess, sell, or purchase any species of bird or the eggsor nest of any species of bird within the sanctuary.C.(1)  The department shall administer the sanctuary and shall cause markers to be erected atappropriate intervals around the periphery of the sanctuary to warn all persons against trespassingupon the sanctuary.(2)  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Section to the contrary the department isauthorized to enter into an intergovernmental agreement with the governing authority of JeffersonParish.  The intergovernmental agreement shall provide for the transfer of the responsibility for theadministration, development, and enhancement of the bird sanctuary affecting the area around thesouth shore of Lake Pontchartrain, as described in this Section, to the parish.  The department isauthorized to terminate the agreement at such time as the governing authority of Jefferson Parish iseither unable or unwilling to continue in its responsibility for the administration of the south LakePontchartrain bird sanctuary.D.  Violation of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class two violation.Acts 1990, No. 393, §1; Act 1991, No. 599, §1, eff. July 16, 1991.§804.  Lake Catherine and Lake Pontchartrain SanctuaryA.  There is hereby created the Lake Catherine and Lake Pontchartrain Sanctuary for fish,shrimp, and other seafood and marine life, to be comprised of the waters of Lake Catherine, and itspasses, the Rigolets, Unknown Pass, and Chef Menteur, and that portion of Lake Pontchartrain asfollows:  the whole area from where the Rigolets and Chef Menteur Passes enter Lake Pontchartrainextending in a westerly direction to a point one and one-quarter miles west of the Southern RailwayBridge, being all of Lake Pontchartrain and its tributaries lying east of the Southern Railway Bridge,and all that portion of Lake Pontchartrain extending out one and one-quarter miles from shore alongthe Orleans Parish shoreline to the Jefferson-Orleans Parish line, and that area of Lake Pontchartrainalong the north shore extending out one and one-quarter miles from shore and running from theSouthern Railway Bridge to a line drawn between a point one and one-quarter miles southwest ofGoose Point and Goose Point.B.  The taking of fish, shrimp, and other seafood from the waters of the Lake Catherine and LakePontchartrain Sanctuary by use of trawls, skimmer nets, butterfly nets, seines, or traps or othernetting, with the exception of cast nets, drop nets, or scoop nets, is hereby prohibited.  However,nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit the spearing of fish by any skin diver, operatingfor sport, while submerged in the water, and using standard underwater spearing equipment.C.  The taking of legal catfish by means of legal hoop nets or legal slat traps in the sanctuary isauthorized.  The use of crab traps in the sanctuary is authorized.  The use of legal trawls, skimmernets, and butterfly nets is authorized in open seasons in the area of the sanctuary located south andeast of the Interstate 10 bridge.D.  The sanctuary created herein shall be administered by the Fish and Game Section of theWildlife and Fisheries Commission or its successors.E.  Fish, shrimp, and other seafood and marine life may be caught or taken from the waters ofthe sanctuary by any method other than those prohibited above, including by skin divers operatingfor sport, while submerged in the water, and using standard underwater spearing equipment, duringthe seasons and in accordance with regulations now or hereafter prescribed by the legislature or bythe Department of Wildlife and Fisheries of the state of Louisiana appertaining to these waters orto the other waters of the state generally.F.  Any violation of any provision of this Section shall be punishable by a fine of not less thantwo hundred fifty dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisonment for not more than sixty
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days, or both.  In addition, any gear or catch seized in connection with the violation shall beforfeited.Acts 1999, No. 892, §1; Acts 2007, No. 296, §1.
PART III.  COASTAL LAND STEWARDSHIP AUTHORITY§901.  Coastal Land Stewardship AuthorityA.  There is hereby created the Coastal Land Stewardship Authority, hereinafter referred to asthe "authority", within the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.B.  The authority is established to provide for management and administration of certainimmovable properties, servitudes, and easements acquired by the state in connection with thedevelopment, design, and implementation of coastal conservation, restoration and protection plansand projects in a manner determined appropriate by the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authorityand consistent with any agreements entered into between the Coastal Protection and RestorationAuthority and the federal government.C.  The authority shall be administered by a board of directors composed of nine members asfollows, who shall serve without compensation or per diem:(1)  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designee.(2)  The public lands administrator or his designee.(3)  The executive assistant to the governor for coastal activities or his designee.(4)  The secretary of the Department of Transportation and Development or his designee.(5)  The secretary of the Department of Natural Resources or his designee.(6)  The secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism or his designee.(7)  The commissioner of agriculture and forestry or his designee.(8)  The chairman of the House Committee on Natural Resources and Environment or hisdesignee.(9)  The chairman of the Senate Committee on Natural Resources or his designee.D.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall serve as chairman of theboard of directors of the authority.  The board shall select from its members a secretary andtreasurer.E.  Meetings of the board of directors of the authority shall be held at a time and place asdetermined by the chairman or when requested by a majority of the directors, provided that the boardshall meet at least twice a year.  Notices of all meetings of the board, together with an agenda of thebusiness to come before the board, shall be provided to the public.  The authority shall be subjectto the Open Meetings Law (R.S. 42:11 et seq.) and the Public Records Law (R.S. 44:1 et seq.).  Amajority of the members of the board of directors of the authority shall constitute a quorum.F.  On behalf of the authority, the board of directors shall:(1)  Accept surface ownership and surface easements to facilitate the implementation of coastalprotection and restoration projects.(2)  Accept donations of coastal wetlands and barrier islands.
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(3)  Manage or designate an appropriate state agency or contract with a nonprofit landconservation organization to manage such acquired property in a manner that is consistent with andthat supports the state's master plan for coastal protection and restoration.(4)  Determine and provide for public and private uses of such property that are consistent withthe conservation and sustainable use of such property, compatible with the state's master coastalprotection and restoration plan, and maximize opportunities for public uses within those constraints.When a transfer of property contains a reservation of mineral rights, access to and use of the propertyfor exercise of the reserved mineral rights shall be ensured by the authority to the full extentprovided for in the act of transfer.G.  The directors of the authority shall adopt and promulgate rules and regulations in accordancewith the Administrative Procedure Act to carry out the provisions of this Section. Notwithstandingany provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act to the contrary, the rules and regulations shallbe submitted to the House Committee on Natural Resources and Environment and the SenateCommittee on Natural Resources for legislative oversight.H.  The directors of the authority shall submit to the House Committee on Natural Resources andEnvironment and the Senate Committee on Natural Resources an annual report detailing theacquisitions received by the state pursuant to this Section.Acts 2008, No. 548, §2.CHAPTER 3.  WATER CONTROL§1431.  Bayou Liberty; clearing; expropriation prohibitedA.  Bayou Liberty, from its intersection with U.S. Highway 190 south to its intersection withLouisiana Highway 433 in St. Tammany Parish, may need periodic clearing of debris to ensure thefree flow of water through the waterway in order to maintain its scenic and historic beauty and toassist in flood control efforts.  Such clearing efforts shall take place only in that portion of the bayoufrom the center of the waterway to the low watermark on the banks without channelization, andwithout affecting any marsh or any live cypress or other trees below the low watermark.  In addition,all clearing that may be necessary to maintain an open channel shall be performed only through theuse of water-based equipment except in that portion of the bayou lying directly under or within onehundred feet of a point directly under  the Tammany Trace foot bridge over Bayou Liberty, whichportion of the channel may be cleared by other means.B.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no property abutting that portion ofBayou Liberty from U.S. Highway 190 south to Louisiana Highway 433 shall be expropriated by thestate, a political subdivision or a public or private entity for any purpose.C.  Should any or all provisions of Subsection B herein be declared unenforceable by finaljudgment, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no public funds of the state, politicalsubdivision or other public entity shall be used to expropriate property abutting that portion of BayouLiberty from U.S. Highway 190 south to Louisiana Highway 433.D.  Should any or all provisions of Subsection B herein be declared unenforceable by finaljudgment, no property abutting that portion of Bayou Liberty from U.S. Highway 190 south toLouisiana Highway 433 shall be expropriated by the state, a political subdivision or a public orprivate entity unless the court finds that great public loss or inconvenience will result if theexpropriation does not occur.E.  Subject to conditions stated herein, the Department of Natural Resources is hereby authorizedto purchase property along that portion of Bayou Liberty from its headwaters to U.S. Hwy. 190 to
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be used as conservation easements.  The purchase of property for conservation easements shall onlybe authorized if and when funding for such purchase is appropriated for that purpose by thelegislature.F.  The provisions of this Section shall supersede and control to the extent of any conflict withany other provision of law.  It is the intent of the Legislature of Louisiana that the propertyreferenced in this Section be maintained and protected without expropriation for the present andfuture benefit of Louisiana citizens.Acts 1999, No. 499, §1.§§1432 to 1464.4.  Repealed by Acts 1979, No. 449, §5, eff. Jan. 1, 1980.CHAPTER 4.  FORESTS AND FORESTRY
§§1471 to 1584.  Redesignated as R.S. 3:4271-4384 pursuant to R.S. 24:253.CHAPTER 5.  EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES §1621.  Exploitation of natural resources by director or employees prohibited; removal ordismissal for violation; application A.  Neither the director of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, the state forester, nor anysalaried officer or employee of the wildlife and fisheries commission or of the forestry commissionshall be: (1)  Actively interested in the exploiting, for personal gain, of any natural resources of the state;(2)  Employed by any person engaged in exploiting any natural resources of the state; or (3)  An officer of or a member of the board of directors of any corporation engaging in theexploitation of natural resources of the state.B.  Violation of this section shall be a ground for removal from office or dismissal fromemployment.C.  Classified employees of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission or the Department ofWildlife and Fisheries may engage in an activity described in Subsection A, provided that theactivity is not prohibited by other law and is approved by the director of the Wildlife and FisheriesCommission.Amended by Acts 1974, No. 717, §1; Acts 2004, No. 836, §1, eff. July 12, 2004.§1622.  Forfeitures of all rights, property, money, or things of value acquired Any violation of the provisions of R.S. 56:1621 shall ipso facto operate as an immediateforfeiture to the state of all rights, property, money, or things of value acquired, in violation thereof,from, upon, under, or out of property privately owned or leased or property owned or leased fromthe state or any property owned by or leased from any municipality or public board, body,commission, or agency of the state.  The rights of the state respecting such forfeitures isimprescriptible.  §1623.  Transfer of rights or property acquired in violation of R.S. 56:1621 Any sale, lease, exchange, transfer, or assignment by any of the persons mentioned in R.S.56:1621 of any rights, property, or things of value acquired in violation of that Section shall be nulland void ab-initio.
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CHAPTER 6.  PARKSPART I.  PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION;OFFICE OF STATE PARKS§1681.  Creation; purpose and duties; members; appointments and terms; compensation;chairman; meetingsA.(1)  The State Parks and Recreation Commission is hereby created.  The purpose of thecommission is to promote the goals and objectives of the office of state parks and act in an advisorycapacity to that office and its assistant secretary and the secretary of the department in mattersrelating to parks, recreation facilities, programs, and the efficient administration thereof.  It shall alsocooperate with the political subdivisions of the state when officially requested.(2)  The commission shall be composed of eighteen members, as follows:(a)  The governor or his designee.(b)  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or his designee.(c)  One member to be appointed by the governor from a panel of four members nominated bythe Louisiana Garden Club Federation, Inc.(d)  One member to be appointed by the governor from a panel of four members nominated bythe General Federation of Women's Clubs of Louisiana, Inc.(e)  Four members to be appointed by the governor from a panel of eight names submitted bythe Louisiana Recreation and Parks Association.(f)  Four members, at large, to be appointed by the governor, at least two of whom shall bemembers of a minority.(g)  One member to be appointed by the governor from a panel of four names submitted by theLouisiana Municipal Association.(h)  One member to be appointed by the governor from a panel of four names submitted by theLouisiana Police Jury Association.(i)  One member to be appointed by the governor from a panel of four names submitted by theLouisiana Nature Conservancy.(j)  The assistant commissioner of the office of forestry of the Department of Agriculture andForestry or his designee.(k)  One member to be appointed by the governor from a panel of four names submitted by theLouisiana Preservation Alliance.(l)  One member to be appointed by the governor from a panel of four names submitted by theFoundation for Historical Louisiana.(3)  Each appointment by the governor shall be submitted to the Senate for confirmation.B.(1)  Each appointive member shall serve a term concurrent with that of the governor makingthe appointment.  An appointive member shall continue to serve until his successor is appointed andtakes office.  A vacancy shall be filled in the manner of the original appointment within sixty days,except that the nominating group shall submit a list of three names from which the appointment shallbe made from among the membership.  The qualification requirements for appointment of eachmember to the commission shall remain in effect for the duration of such appointment.  In the eventa member, after appointment, should fail to maintain the qualifications or classification of hisoriginal appointment, that member shall resign or be removed and shall be replaced with a memberpossessing the proper qualifications and classifications.
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(2)  The members shall be persons who have displayed an active interest in, and knowledge of,the work which falls under the jurisdiction of the commission.  Each member of the commissionshall receive a per diem of twenty-five dollars for each day of attendance at meetings of thecommission and upon approval of the secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation andTourism shall receive actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of official duties.The commission shall elect its chairman from among its members for a two-year term.  Thecommission shall have no power granted in this Chapter, unless and until, at least one person shallhave been appointed thereto who is of a minority race, and one person shall have been appointedwho is a woman.C.  The chairman shall convene regular quarterly meetings.  Members shall not be paid for morethan four meetings a year.  Special meetings shall be held on the call of the chairman, or on requestof a majority of the members.  Any ten members of the commission shall constitute a quorum for thetransaction of any and all business at any regular or special meeting.  In the absence of the chairman,the remaining members shall appoint a temporary chairman having all the powers of the absentchairman.Acts 1980, No. 826, §1, eff. Aug. 1, 1980; Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 60, §§1,2; Acts 1988, No. 727, §1, eff. July 15, 1988; Acts 1991, No. 942, §1; Acts 1997, No. 80, §1; Acts 2004, No.789, §2; Acts 2010, No. 9, §1; Acts 2010, No. 551, §1.§1682.  Office of state parks; purpose The office of state parks is hereby authorized and directed to have as its purpose service to thepeople of Louisiana and their visitors by: (1)  Preserving and protecting natural areas of unique or exceptional scenic value.  (2)  Establishing and operating parks that provide recreational use of natural resources andfacilities for outdoor recreation in natural surroundings.  (3)  Portraying and interpreting plant and animal life, geology, and all other natural features andprocesses included in the various state parks.(4)  Preserving, protecting, and portraying historic and scientific sites of statewide importance.(5)  Performing functions of the state relating to outdoor recreation development and trails, asprovided in part by Chapter 7 of this Title.  Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 329, §2, eff. July 18, 1982.§1683.  Office of state parks; authority to classify The office of state parks is hereby authorized to maintain a system for classifying all holdingswithin its jurisdiction.  Such classification system will provide objectives which will encompasspreservation, commemoration, and recreation as identified in the statement of purpose in R.S.56:1682. Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.§1684.  Categories of classificationEach office of state parks holding will be identified and operated according to the basic purposefor which it is established and will be selected, operated and identified according to the followingclassification categories and the criteria thereof:A.  "State preservation areas" are those areas of exceptional scenic value which, because of theirunique characteristics, should be preserved for current and future enjoyment.  "Exceptional scenicvalue" refers to rare natural scenery unlikely to be preserved if the property remains in the ownershipof private citizens and which is sufficiently distinctive to attract and interest people from all partsof the state.
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The criteria for selection of areas to be designated state preservation areas shall be:(1)  Size: A state preservation area must be of sufficient size to allow preservation of majorfeatures of the park and the use of the features by the visitors.  In either case, the inclusive area mustbe large enough to:(a)  Completely include the scenic natural or ecological features which the area was establishedto protect.(b)  Provide sufficient buffer area against outside disturbances and encroachments.(c)  Provide an undisturbed habitat for native wildlife; and(d)  Permit the development of public use areas, if these can be developed without impairing thescenic, natural, or ecological features of the area.All state preservation areas must adhere to an absolute minimum size standard of five hundredacres or preferred minimum standard of one thousand acres.  The secretary of the Department ofCulture, Recreation and Tourism shall determine in each case which minimum standard will beapplicable.(2)  Location and accessibility: A state preservation area will be selected exclusively on the basisof preservation, desirability of the unique natural features without principal regard to geographicdistribution, proximity to population centers or accessibility.The office of state parks shall adopt policies for governing development, management, andvisitor use of state preservation areas, and such policies shall be consistent with the basic purposeof such areas as herein identified.B.  "State preservation sites" are smaller equivalents of a state preservation area establishedprimarily to preserve a unique natural feature of ecological or scientific interest.The criteria for selection of areas to be designated state preservation sites shall be:(1)  Size:  A state preservation site shall be large enough to encompass the feature to bepreserved and to provide a buffer sufficient to adequately protect that feature.(2)  Location and accessibility:  A state preservation area will be selected exclusively on thebasis of preservation, desirability of the unique natural features without principal regard togeographic distribution, proximity to population centers or accessibility.The office of state parks shall adopt policies governing development, management, and visitoruse of state preservation sites, and such policies shall be consistent with the basic purpose of suchareas as herein identified.C.(1)  "State historic sites" are those areas which when evaluated on a statewide basis possesshistorical, cultural, or memorial significance.  The principal function of a state historic site shall beto preserve and maintain a specific historical, cultural, or memorial theme.(2)  The criteria for selection of an area to be designated a state historic site shall be:(a)  Size:  A state historic site will be of sufficient size to encompass the area or feature beingcommemorated or to adequately commemorate the event, feature, or culture for which the area isestablished, or both.  Sufficient buffer will be established to minimize any encroachments which mayimpair the historical values and inhibit public use and appreciation of the area.(b)  Location and accessibility:  A state historic site will be located within the environment ofthe event, feature, culture, or memorial which it represents.(3)  The office of state parks shall adopt policies governing development, management, andvisitor use of state historic sites.  Such policies shall be consistent with the basic purpose of suchareas as herein defined.
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D.  "State parks" are natural areas which, when evaluated on a statewide basis, possessoutstanding potential for recreation utilization.  The natural area must possess outstanding scenic andnatural qualities to provide a recreation opportunity of high quality in a natural setting.The criteria for the selection of areas to be designated as state parks shall be:(1)  Size:  A state park shall be of sufficient size to insure efficient operation and maintenanceof its recreation facilities and have sufficient buffer to preserve the natural integrity of the area.All state parks, except those currently within the system, must adhere to an absolute minimumsize standard of two hundred and fifty acres and preferred minimum size standard of four hundredacres.  The secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism will determine in eachcase which minimum standard will be applicable.(2)  Location and accessibility: A state park will be located in such a way as to take advantageof natural and man-made resources offering opportunities for recreation in a natural setting and shallbe located sufficiently near population centers.  Further, the office of state parks shall adopt policiesgoverning the location of state parks in proximity to incorporated municipalities.The office of state parks shall adopt policies governing development, management, and visitoruse of state parks, and such policies shall be consistent with the basic purpose of such areas as hereinidentified.E.  "State experimental sites" shall be natural areas developed for experimentation or trainingof park personnel, or both, and for the study of innovative concepts, facilities, and activities whichmay be applicable to the function and program of the office of state parks.The criteria for the selection of areas to be designated as state experimental sites are:(1)  Size:  A state experimental site shall be of sufficient size to allow for development of a"typical" state park or for trial uses of innovative facilities and concepts.(2)  Location and accessibility:  A state experimental site should be located near to and easilyaccessible from the office of state parks administrative office.The office of state parks shall adopt policies governing development, management, and visitoruse of state experimental sites, and such policies shall be consistent with the basic purpose of suchareas as herein identified.Acts 1980, No. 827, §1; Acts 1999, No. 709, §3.§1684.1.  Cypremort Point State Park; design standards; applicabilityA.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, no rule or regulation of the officeof state parks regulating design and aesthetic quality standards, construction, or usage of facilitiesat state parks shall be applicable to the development, planning, and construction of facilities inCypremort Point State Park without the review of the oversight committee as provided for inSubsection B of this Section.  However any such plans shall be approved by the lieutenant governorprior to commencing any development or construction.B.  An oversight committee comprised of the state representatives and state senators representingthe parishes of St. Mary and Iberia, or their designees, and the parish presidents of the parishes ofSt. Mary and Iberia, or their designees, shall review the proposed plans before any constructionbegins as provided in Subsection A of this Section.Acts 1999, No. 1028, §1.§1685.  Classification of holdingsA.  The office of state parks shall classify all holdings according to the classification mostclosely representing their character or potential use, or both.  The official names of each existing andfuture office of state parks holding will include the classification term representing its function andbasic purpose.  In the event one holding represents several classification functions, the dominantfunction will determine the primary classification, and the name will represent this consideration.
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B.  The following office of state parks holdings are hereby recognized and designated statehistoric sites, and all official reference shall include "State Historic Site" as part of the official name.The office of state parks shall have authority to structure each individual name; however, each nameshall end with the term "State Historic Site":(1)  Fort Pike(2)  Audubon(3)  Fort DeRussy(4)  Longfellow-Evangeline(5)  Marksville(6)  Kent House(7)  Fort Jesup(8)  Mansfield(9)  Poverty Point(10)  Port Hudson(11)  Locust Grove(12)  Earl K. Long(13)  Fort Macomb(14)  Fort Livingston(15)  Centenary(16)  Clinton Confederate(17)  Fort St. Jean Baptiste(18)  Jackson Confederate(19)  Los Adaes(20)  Plaquemine Lock(21)  Rebel(22)  Winter Quarters(23)  Huey P. Long Boundary marker(24)  Rosedown Plantation(25)  Watson BrakeC.  The following office of state parks holdings are hereby recognized and designated stateparks, and all official reference shall include "State Park" as part of the official name.  The officeof state parks shall have authority to structure each individual name; however, each name shall endwith the term "State Park":(1)  Fontainebleau(2)  Fairview-Riverside(3)  Chicot(4)  Sam Houston Jones(5)  Lake Bistineau(6)  Lake Claiborne(7)  Lake Bruin(8)  Chemin-A-Haut
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(9)  Grand Isle East(10)  St. Bernard(11)  Lake D'Arbonne(12)  Cypremort Point(13)  Grand Isle West(14)  Tickfaw(15)  Lake Fausse Pointe(16)  Larto Lake(17)  North Toledo Bend(18)  South Toledo Bend(19)  Bayou Segnette(20)  Jimmie Davis(21)  Palmetto Island(22)  Bogue Chitto(23)  C. Bikham Dickson(24)  Poverty Point Reservoir(25)  Slidell(26)  Vardie ParsonsD.  The following office of state parks holdings are hereby recognized and designated statepreservation areas, and all official reference shall include "State Preservation Area" as part of theofficial name.  The office of state parks shall have authority to structure each individual name;however, each name shall end with the term "State Preservation Area":(1)  Coochie Brake(2)  Tunica Hills(3)  Cheniere-Au-Tigre(4)  Louisiana State Arboretum(5)  Atchafalaya Wilderness Center(6)  Big CypressE.  Repealed by Acts 2004, No. 389, §2.Acts 1980, No. 827, §1; Amended by Acts 1981, No. 214, §1, eff. July 20, 1981; Acts 1981, No. 649, §1,eff. July 20, 1981; Acts 1982, No. 511, §3; Acts 1983, No. 64, §1; Acts 1987, No. 260, §2; Acts 1988, No. 326,§3, eff. July 7, 1988; Acts 1988, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 1, §4, eff. Oct. 13, 1988; Acts 1990, No. 548, §1; Acts 1993,No. 507, §3, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1999, No. 709, §3; Acts 2003, No. 345, §1; Acts 2004, No. 389, §§1, 2.§1685.1.  Gary James Hebert Memorial LockhouseThe lockhouse which is located within the Plaquemine Lock State Historic Site, heretoforeknown as the Plaquemine Lockhouse, is hereby designated and shall hereafter be known as the GaryJames Hebert Memorial Lockhouse.Acts 1995, No. 27, §1; Acts 1999, No. 709, §3.
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§1685.2.  J. D. "Prof" Lafleur Visitor Center at the Louisiana State ArboretumThe visitor center located at the Louisiana State Arboretum State Preservation Area is herebydesignated and shall hereafter be known as the J. D. "Prof" Lafleur Visitor Center.Acts 2008, No. 238, §1.§1686.  Use of terms prohibited The office of state parks classification terms, with the exceptions of state experimental site andspecial holdings, represent specific types and qualities of office of state parks holdings and thereforeall use of such terms in any official name of public or private lands or holdings is prohibited exceptwhen approved by the secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism and whensuch areas meet the classification criteria as identified in R.S. 56:1684.  Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.  §1687.  Secretary, Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism; powersThe secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism may:(1)  Accept from any person, corporation, association, or other entity, municipal, state, or federalgovernment, or from any other agency, gifts, contributions, bequests, or donations of money or otherpersonal property, lands, water bottoms, or other immovable property to be expended or used forestablishing, developing, improving, or maintaining any office of state parks holding.(2)  Enter into agreement with the federal government or any other agency, or both, for acquiringby lease, purchase, or otherwise, such lands as are desirable for office of state parks holdings.(3)  Acquire in the name of the state by purchase, lease, agreement, expropriation or otherwise,any lands or water bottoms deemed necessary or desirable for the most orderly development orimprovement of office of state parks holdings.(4)  Construct and maintain canals and ditches, through any lands of private individuals orcorporations, sufficient to properly drain any office of state parks holding; the right of way for suchcanals and ditches may be acquired in the same manner as lands or water bottoms for office of stateparks holdings.(5)  When lands are acquired or leased under this Part, make expenditures from any fund nototherwise obligated, for the management, development, and utilization of such areas, sell orotherwise dispose of products from such lands, and make any rules and regulations necessary tocarry out the provisions of this Part.(6)  Sell, lease, or sublease lands under the jurisdiction of the office of state parks when hebelieves it advantageous to the state to do so in the most orderly development and improvement ofthe office of state parks holdings but only after receiving approval for such sale, lease, or subleaseby the legislature of the state of Louisiana and only after publishing an advertisement in the officialjournal of the parish or parishes in which such land is located, setting forth a description of the landsto be sold, leased, or subleased; the time when bids therefor will be received, and a short summaryof the terms, conditions, and purposes of said sale, lease, or sublease to be executed.  Theadvertisement required by this Paragraph shall be published once a week for three different weeksin a newspaper in the locality, the first advertisement to appear at least fifteen days before theopening of bids; however, when the advertisement is published in a daily newspaper in the locality,the advertisement shall be published three times within ten days before the opening of bids.However, leases of lands to a state agency or a political subdivision of the state shall not require theadvertisement provided in this Paragraph.  Furthermore, the provisions of this Paragraph shall notapply to mineral leases or to leases of lands for exploration or extraction of minerals.(7)  For a public purpose, engage in cooperative endeavors with the state and its politicalsubdivisions, or political corporations, with neighboring states in the United States, or the agenciesof either, or with any public or private association, corporation or individual in matters relating to



R.S. 56:1688

Wildlife and Fisheries House of Representatives Database – 309October, 2010

acquiring, except by expropriation, planning, establishing, developing, improving or maintaining anypark, parkway or recreational area.(8)  Construct and operate suitable public service privileges and conveniences on any office ofstate parks holding, and collect reasonable fees and charges for the use of such facilities.(9)  Charge a fee for the leasing of concessions or other privileges in or on an office of stateparks holding.  Additionally, the secretary may grant concession leases or lease rights for operatingconcessions on such holdings for an initial period not to exceed five years and an additional two-yearperiod upon the option of the secretary.  Such leases shall otherwise be granted in accordance withthe requirements of the public bid law of the state, state procurement laws, and procedures of theDivision of Administration.(10)  Exchange lands when it is necessary to do so in order to obtain other lands of value by theoffice of state parks.  However, lands which have been incorporated as a part of an established statepark shall be exchanged only after receiving approval for such exchange by the legislature of thestate of Louisiana and after the advertisement provisions of R.S. 56:1687(6) have been compliedwith.  However, exchanges of property that have been agreed to by the parties and for which writtenapproval has been granted by the office of facility planning and control, Division of Administration,prior to the effective date of this Paragraph, shall not be required to comply with advertisementprovisions of this Paragraph nor shall it require approval of the legislature.  Nor shall any propertythat has been authorized for transfer to and used by a political subdivision through a cooperativeendeavor agreement, which agreement has been executed prior to the effective date of thisParagraph, require approval of the legislature in order to effect the transfer of property. (11)  In consultation with the board of commissioners of the Poverty Point Reservoir District,make, alter, amend, and promulgate rules and regulations, in accordance with the AdministrativeProcedure Act, to regulate recreational uses of any body of water located wholly within PovertyPoint Reservoir State Park; however, such rules and regulations shall be subject to and shall notconflict with the constitutional authority of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.Acts 1980, No. 827, §1; Acts 1985, No. 660, §2, eff. July 16, 1985; Acts 1988, No. 326, §3, eff. July 7,1988; Acts 1988, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 1, §4, eff. Oct. 13, 1988; Acts 2003, No. 890, §1, eff. July 1, 2003.§1687.1.  Posting of state parks' boundaries; rules and regulationsThe secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism shall promulgate and adoptrules and regulations for the posting of boundaries of state parks, state historic sites, statepreservation areas, and other lands under the jurisdiction and control of the office of state parks.Such rules and regulations shall be promulgated and adopted in accordance with the AdministrativeProcedure Act.Acts 1984, No. 157, §1, eff. June 25, 1984; Acts 1999, No. 709, §3; Acts 2004, No. 388, §1.§1687.2.  Taking of mayhaw berries; rules and regulations Any rules and regulations adopted and promulgated by the Department of Culture, Recreationand Tourism applicable to the taking or collection of mayhaw (Crataegus aestivalis) berries in stateparks shall be subject to legislative oversight in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.The taking of mayhaw berries, as provided herein, shall not be subject to the Public Bid Law.Notwithstanding any other provision of law, rule, or regulation to the contrary, no person shall becharged a fee for collecting mayhaw berries in state parks, nor shall any person be limited as to thequantity of mayhaw berries that can be collected.  Acts 1991, No. 1028, §2.  §1688.  Park wardens; powers and duties A.  The secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism may appoint competentmen to serve as state park wardens.  
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B.  State park wardens shall, in addition to the authority otherwise conferred by law upon suchofficers, be vested with the same authority and powers conferred by law upon regular lawenforcement officers of this state while such wardens are acting within the course and scope of theirduties on property subject to the jurisdiction of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism,office of state parks.  C.  State park wardens shall have specific authority and responsibility to enforce all rules andregulations of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, office of state parks, and all lawsof the state of Louisiana, within the limits of their jurisdiction.  D.  Duly commissioned state park wardens may carry concealed or exposed weapons whileacting within the course and scope of their duties.Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.§1689.  Violation of rules and regulations; penalty In addition to any penalties otherwise provided by law, violation of any of the rules andregulations promulgated by the secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism shallbe punishable by fine of not less than fifteen dollars nor more than two hundred fifty dollars.  Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.§1690.  Capacity to sue and be sued Pursuant to the, Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, Office of State Parks, throughthe Secretary of sa provisions of R.S. 36:201, the office of state parks may sue and be sued, underthe style "State of Louisiana id department." Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.§1691.  Possession of firearmsA person who lawfully possesses a firearm may possess or transport such firearm within theboundaries of a state park, state historic site, state preservation area, wildlife management area, orwildlife refuge.Acts 2010, No. 790, §1.§1692.  Exemption from entrance fees; elderlyA.  Any citizen of the state of Louisiana who is identified as sixty-two years of age or older shallbe exempt from paying the general admission charge to any state park in Louisiana.  Any personaccompanying a citizen of the state of Louisiana who is sixty-two years of age or older, as the driverof a single, private, noncommercial vehicle, or alternatively, the exempted person's spouse andchildren accompanying him or her where entry to the area is by any means other than private,noncommercial vehicle, shall be exempt from paying the general admission charge to any state parkin Louisiana.B.  Repealed by Acts 1995, No. 266, §2.Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 526, §1; Acts 1990, No. 868, §1; Acts 1995, No. 266,§2.§1692.1.  Fee exemption for "Golden Age Passport" holders; camp sitesAny citizen of the United States who possesses a Golden Age Passport issued by an agency ofthe United States pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 460 shall be permitted, upon presentation of the Golden AgePassport and proper identification to state park authorities, to camp at sites within Louisiana stateparks for one-half the normal fee if an unoccupied camp site is available and if the state park system
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of the citizen's domicile as reflected on his presented identification also recognizes such passes fordiscounted access or services.Acts 1992, No. 124, §1; Acts 1995, No. 104, §1; Acts 1995, No. 266, §1; Acts 2001, No. 917, §1; Acts2010, No. 50, §1.§1693.  Exemption from entrance fees; school children Any school child who is on a field trip conducted as part of the curriculum of the school and anyclassroom teacher, parent, bus driver and any other person accompanying a school child on such afield trip shall be exempt from paying the general admission charge to any state park, museum orrelated state facility in Louisiana.  This exemption shall be valid from Monday through Friday duringthe months of October through March.  The office of state parks shall promulgate regulations toimplement the provisions thereof.Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.§1693.1.  Exemption from fees; children in state's legal custody A.  Any child age eighteen or under who is retained in the legal custody of the state through abona fide contractual service agreement with a public nonprofit community home based organizationor "provider", shall be exempt from paying the general day-use entrance fees or any other fees for"day-use" facilities at any state park in Louisiana; however, such use shall be in conjunction withan organized group outing or event sponsored and supervised by the public, nonprofit organizationor "provider".  B.  The office of state parks shall promulgate regulations to implement the provisions hereof tobecome effective no later than January 1, 1992.  Acts 1991, No. 347, §1.§1693.2.  Exemption for "Golden Access Passport" holders; day-use entrance fees; campingfeesA.  Any citizen of the United States who possesses a "Golden Access Passport" issued by anagency of the United States pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 460l-6a, upon presentation of the Golden AccessPassport and proper identification to state park authorities, shall be exempt from the day-useentrance fee to any Louisiana state park and shall be permitted to camp at sites within Louisiana stateparks for one-half the normal fee if an unoccupied camp site is available and if the state park systemof the citizen's domicile as reflected on his presented identification also recognizes such passes fordiscounted access or services.B.  Repealed by Acts 2001, No. 917, §1.C.  In state parks where individual user fees are charged, the exemption provided for inSubsection A of this Section shall apply only to the permit holder; however, where vehicle permitsare utilized, the exemption shall apply to the permit holder and each occupant accompanying thepermit holder in the same private, noncommercial vehicle.D.  The office of state parks shall promulgate regulations to implement the provisions of thisSection.Acts 1992, No. 607, §1; Acts 1995, No. 104, §1; Acts 1995, No. 266, §1; Acts 2001, No. 917, §1; Acts2010, No. 50, §1.§1693.3.  Exemption for America the Beautiful National Parks and Federal RecreationalLands Senior Pass and Access Pass holders; camping feesAny citizen of the United States who possesses an America the Beautiful National Parks andFederal Recreational Lands Senior Pass or Access Pass issued by an agency of the United States,upon presentation of such pass and proper identification to state park authorities, shall be permittedto camp at sites within Louisiana state parks for one-half the normal fee if an unoccupied camp site
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is available and if the state park system of the citizen's domicile as reflected on his presentedidentification also recognizes such passes for discounted access or services.Acts 2010, No. 50, §1.§1694.  Exemption from entrance fees; certain veterans A.  Any Louisiana resident who is a veteran of the armed forces of the United States, who hassuffered the amputation of a limb, who has at any time been awarded by the government of theUnited States an allowance toward the purchase of an automobile, or any Louisiana resident who isa veteran of the Armed Forces of the United States having a disability classification by the SocialSecurity Administration or the Veterans' Administration as totally and permanently disabled orclassified as having a fifty percent or greater disability, shall be exempt from paying the day useentrance fee to any Louisiana state park.  B.  Application by eligible veterans shall be made to the assistant secretary, office of state parks,for an entrance permit, which will be issued by the agency upon verification of eligibility by theDepartment of Veterans' Affairs of Louisiana.  Any person accompanying a veteran having a validentrance permit in the same single, private, non-commercial vehicle shall be exempt from paying theday use entrance fee to any Louisiana state park.C.  Persons exempt from the day use entrance fee as provided in Subsection A shall also beentitled to purchase a "Golden Pelican Permit" through the office of state parks as provided in R.S.56:1692(B). Acts 1980, No. 827, §1; Acts 1991, No. 372, §1.§1695.  Annual day use entrance permits to state parks The assistant secretary, office of state parks, may issue upon application, to any citizen at a rateto be fixed by the office of state parks, a vehicle entrance permit to Louisiana state parks.  Thepermit shall be a decal or other identification affixed to a private, non-commercial vehicle, and shallbe valid for a period of one year, with the inception and expiration dates to be fixed by the office ofstate parks.  The assistant secretary, office of state parks, may renew such permits annually, uponapplication therefor and upon payment for each renewal.  Any citizen to whom a valid entrancepermit has been issued shall, upon presentation of the permit, be exempt from paying the day useentrance fee to any state park in Louisiana.  Any person accompanying a citizen having a validentrance permit in the same single, private, non-commercial vehicle, shall be exempt from payingthe general admission charge to any state park in Louisiana.Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.§1696.  Surplus from operation of parks The secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism is hereby authorized toretain any surplus funds remaining at the end of each fiscal year resulting from the operations of thevarious office of state parks holdings, provided that such surpluses are to be expended within oneyear after the close of each fiscal year for the purchase of equipment, repairs and improvements toexisting facilities, when approved by the commissioner of administration.  Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.§1697.  Sale or donation of lands belonging to school or levee board Any lands belonging to any school or levee board and any other public lands or water bottomsof the state suitable for the establishment and maintenance of office of state parks holdings may besold or donated to the state of Louisiana, Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, office ofstate parks, for the purposes herein set out in this Part, with the approval of the governor and theattorney general. Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.  
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§1698.  Title to state parks The title to all lands acquired heretofore for the purpose for which the Louisiana State Parks andRecreation Commission was created shall be vested in the state of Louisiana including Chicot StatePark, in the parish of Evangeline; Fontainebleau State Park, in the parish of St. Tammany; Chemin-A-Haut State Park, in the parish of Morehouse; Longfellow-Evangeline State Park, in the parish ofSt. Martin; Fort Macomb, in the parish of Orleans; Fort Pike, in the parish of Orleans; and BogueFalaya State Park, in the parish of St. Tammany.  Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.  §1699.  Chicot State Park, special facilities camp for handicapped; creation; advisorycommittee; programs; use A.  The office of state parks in the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism is herebyauthorized to select, designate, and set aside a site at Chicot State Park or to acquire a site in closeproximity thereto for the purpose of establishing a facility to serve the special needs of physicallyand mentally impaired citizens.  This site and all facilities now or hereafter developed thereon shallbe under the operation and supervision of the office of state parks.  B.  The office of state parks shall be responsible for the planning and development of such parkfacilities to meet the needs of physically and mentally impaired citizens.  C.  The office for citizens with developmental disabilities of the Department of Health andHospitals, in coordination with the Louisiana State Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities,shall be responsible for all programmatic functions of such park facility, including but not limitedto the following: (1)  The preparation and administration of programs for the benefit of handicapped persons.  (2)  Scheduling and coordination of the use of this facility by the handicapped.  (3)  The provision of available program staff personnel or camp counselors for group use andprogram activities, as may be required.  (4)  The receipt and allocation of federal and state funds, donations, and any other funds as maybe available for camp programs and activities.D.  The office of state parks, the office of mental retardation, and the Bureau For HandicappedPersons shall establish rules and regulations for the implementation of this Section.  Such rules andregulations shall be structured so as to give priority of facility use to groups of handicapped personsbut shall not necessarily preclude use by nonhandicapped individuals or groups.  Added by Acts 1982, No. 188, §1.  Acts 1989, No. 662, §7, eff. July 7, 1989; Acts 1993, No. 712, §5, eff.June 21, 1993.§1700.  Clinton Confederate Cemetery, operation and maintenance; transfer to cemeteryassociationA.  The Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism may enter into a cooperative agreementwith the Clinton Confederate Cemetery Association, a nonprofit charitable association formed inaccordance with the provisions of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, for the operation andmaintenance of the Clinton Confederate State Historic Site, also known as the Clinton ConfederateCemetery.B.  Subject to an appropriation annually to be provided in appropriations for the operations ofthe Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism and specifically designated for such purpose,the department is authorized to transfer funds of not more than fifteen hundred dollars annually tothe cemetery association for the performance of such operation and maintenance.  The departmentshall include in its annual request for operating funds an amount sufficient to accomplish theobligations so transferred to the association.
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C.  The association shall establish rules and regulations consistent with the general laws of thestate, the parish, and the town of Clinton for the operation of the cemetery, and all such rules andregulations shall be subject to approval by the office of state parks of the Department of Culture,Recreation and Tourism.D.  The association may not transfer its responsibilities for operation, maintenance, and upkeepof the historic site to any public body or to any other state-chartered nonprofit corporation whosepurpose shall be the proper care, operation, and management of the Clinton Confederate Cemetery,without prior approval by the office of state parks of the Department of Culture, Recreation andTourism.Added by Acts 1983, No. 50, §1, eff. July 1, 1983.  Acts 1992, No. 828, §1, eff. July 8, 1992; Acts 1999,No. 709, §3.§1701.  Kent Plantation House, agreements for operation and maintenanceA.  The Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism is hereby authorized to enter into acooperative agreement with any appropriate public or private entity for the operation andmaintenance of the Kent House State Historic Site, also known as the Kent Plantation House.  Suchagreement shall be made and implemented in the same manner and subject to the same provisionsas agreements between parishes, municipalities, and political subdivisions as provided in SubpartA of Part VII of Chapter 2 of Title 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.B.  Subject to annual appropriations, to be provided in appropriations for the operations of theDepartment of Culture, Recreation and Tourism and specifically designated for such purpose, thedepartment is authorized to transfer funds of not less than fifty-six thousand dollars annually, asappropriated, to the operating entity for the performance of such operation and maintenance.  Thedepartment shall include in its annual request for operating funds an amount sufficient to accomplishthe obligations so transferred.C.  The operating entity shall establish rules, regulations, and policies consistent with state andlocal law for the operation of said site, and all such rules, regulations, and policies shall be subjectto approval by the office of state parks of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism.Added by Acts 1983, No. 613, §1; eff. July 1, 1983; Acts 1999, No. 709, §3.§1702.  Palmetto Island State Park; agreements for operation and maintenanceA.  The Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism is hereby authorized to enter into acooperative agreement with any appropriate public or private entity for the operation andmaintenance of the Palmetto Island State Park for a public purpose.  Such agreement shall requirethat the state shall be responsible for any and all costs for road construction and maintenance, andfor any and all costs for heating, cooling, and sewerage, except electricity costs.B.  The office of state parks, in consultation with the operating entity, shall develop any rules,regulations, and policies necessary for the operation of the park.  Rules and regulations shall bepromulgated in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.Acts 2010, No. 770, §1.§1703.  The Louisiana State Parks Improvement and Repair FundA.  There is hereby established in the state treasury a special fund to be known as the "LouisianaState Parks Improvement and Repair Fund", hereinafter referred to as the "fund".B.  Out of the funds remaining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficientamount is allocated from that fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of thestate that become due and payable within a fiscal year, the treasurer in each fiscal year shall pay intothe fund all of the following:(1)  An amount equal to the total amount of fees and other self-generated revenues generated bystate parks, except as provided in R.S. 56:1704.
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(2)  An amount equal to all donations of private monies made to the state of Louisiana or anypolitical subdivision, department, agency or corporation of the state for the conservation,administration, control, management, development, operation, or maintenance of any office of stateparks holdings.  These monies shall be appropriated only for the conservation, administration,control, management, development, operation, or maintenance of office of state parks holdings.C.  Except as provided in Paragraph(B)(2) of this Section, the monies in the fund shall be usedsolely for the purpose of financing improvements and repairs at state parks in the state and shall beallocated, subject to appropriation by the legislature, as follows:(1)  Except as provided in R.S. 56:1704, fifty percent of the monies in the fund shall be allocatedto each state park in an amount equal to fifty percent of the amount of fees and other self-generatedfunds generated by that park.(2)  Fifty percent of the monies in the fund shall be allocated for use throughout the state parksystem on the following priority need basis, as recommended by the assistant secretary of the officeof state parks:(a)  First, for protection of life or property on existing park areas;(b)  Second, for general repairs and improvements to existing facilities on existing park areas;(c)  Third, for addition of new facilities on existing park areas; and(d)  Fourth, for acquisition of property to expand existing park areas.D.  All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall remainin the fund and be available for appropriation in the next fiscal year in the same manner as allocatedherein.  Monies in the fund shall be invested as provided by law.  Interest earned on the investmentof monies in the fund shall be credited to the state general fund.Acts 1989, No. 729, §1, eff. July 8, 1989; Acts 1992, No. 121, §1, eff. July 1, 1992; Acts 2010, No. 770,§1.§1704.  Bayou Segnette State Park; operation of the wave pool All fees and other revenues generated through operation of the wave pool at Bayou SegnetteState Park shall be appropriated as self-generated revenues to the Bayou Segnette State Park to beused solely for the purpose of funding the operation and maintenance of the wave pool.  Acts 1992, No. 121, §1, eff. July 1, 1992.§1705.  Poverty Point Reservoir Development FundA.  The Poverty Point Reservoir Development Fund, hereinafter referred to as the "fund", ishereby established as a special fund within the state treasury.B.  After satisfaction of the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution ofLouisiana with respect to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, the state treasurer shall each yeardeposit in and credit to the fund an amount equal to the total fees and self-generated revenuescollected in that year from activities of the Poverty Point Retirement Development Community andthe Black Bear Golf Course.  Monies in the fund may be appropriated for support of the operation,maintenance, improvement, and expansion of the Poverty Point Retirement DevelopmentCommunity and the Black Bear Golf Course.  Any unexpended or unencumbered monies on depositin the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.  Monies in the fund shall be investedin the same manner as those in the state general fund and interest earned on such investment shallbe deposited in and credited to the state general fund.C.  The Poverty Point Reservoir Development District Board membership shall be representativeof the population of the state based on race and gender as near as practicable.Acts 2006, No. 357, §1, eff. June 13, 2006.
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§1706.  Audubon Golf Trail Development FundA.  The Audubon Golf Trail Development Fund, hereinafter referred to as the "fund", is herebyestablished as a special fund within the state treasury.B.  After satisfaction of the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution ofLouisiana with respect to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, the state treasurer shall each yeardeposit in and credit to the fund an amount equal to the total fees and self-generated revenuescollected in that year from activities of the Audubon Golf Trail.  Monies in the fund may beappropriated for support of the Audubon Golf Trail.  Any unexpended or unencumbered monies ondeposit in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.  Monies in the fund shallbe invested in the same manner as those in the state general fund and interest earned on suchinvestment shall be deposited in and credited to the state general fund.Acts 2006, No. 357, §1, eff. June 13, 2006.
PART II.  STATE AND LOCAL PARTICIPATION IN FEDERALWATER PROJECT RECREATION ACT §1741.  Authority The secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, the secretary of theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries, and the governing authority of each political subdivision ofthe state of Louisiana are hereby authorized to cooperate and jointly participate in projects with theUnited States Army Corps of Engineers and any other federal agency for the purpose of thedevelopment of outdoor recreation and fish and wildlife enhancement as authorized by the FederalWater Project Recreation Act, Public Law 89-72, 1965;  provided, that the authority granted herein1also shall extend to the development and maintenance of projects for the development of outdoorrecreation and fish and wildlife enhancement, or any part thereof, which may be executed by theparticipating state agency or political subdivision through a third-party concessionaire agreement.The authority herein granted shall be exercised in any individual project only after the approval ofthe project by the governor.  Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.16 U.S.C.A. §460l et seq.1

PART III.  GRAND ISLE BEACH§1751.  Grand Isle beach area; cleaning; maintenance A.  Subject to an appropriation of fifty thousand dollars annually to be provided in the generalappropriation for the operations of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism andspecifically designated for such purpose, the town of Grand Isle, Jefferson Parish, shall beresponsible for the cleaning and continuous maintenance of that portion of Grand Isle beach withinJefferson Parish, more particularly described as all that portion of the southern shore of Grand Islebounded on the west by Grand Isle State Park West, on the east by Grand Isle State Park East,specifically excluding any portion of said shore included within Grand Isle State Park East andGrand Isle State Park West, on the north by the existing and future portions of the hurricaneprotection levee, and on the south by the waterline of the Gulf of Mexico.  B.  The Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism is authorized to assist the town of GrandIsle in cleaning and maintaining the Grand Isle beach.  Amended by Acts 1980, No. 827, §1.
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PART IV.  AUDUBON PARK§1761.  Audubon Park Commission; creation; membershipA.  The Audubon Park Commission is hereby created as a political subdivision of the state ofLouisiana pursuant to Article VI, Section 19 of the Constitution.  The commission shall exercise thepowers and duties hereinafter set forth or otherwise provided by law.B.  The commission shall be composed of twenty-four members who shall be appointed by thegovernor.  Each appointment by the governor shall be submitted to the Senate for confirmation.  Thecommission shall be composed as follows:(1)  Seven members, who shall be residents of the city of New Orleans, appointed from a list offifteen names eight of which shall be names submitted to the governor by the mayor of the city ofNew Orleans and seven of which shall be names submitted to the governor by the council of the cityof New Orleans.  Provided that one member shall be a resident of either the Eighth or Ninth Wardof Orleans Parish.(2)  Six members, who shall be residents of the city of New Orleans, appointed from a listcomprised of two names submitted to the governor by each legislator who represents any portion ofthe city of New Orleans.(3)  Five members, who shall be residents of Jefferson Parish, appointed from a list comprisedof two names submitted to the governor by each legislator who represents any portion of JeffersonParish.(4)  Two members, who shall be residents of St. Bernard Parish, appointed from a list comprisedof two names submitted to the governor by each legislator who represents any portion of St. BernardParish.(5)  One member, who shall be a resident of Plaquemines Parish, appointed from a list comprisedof two names submitted to the governor by each legislator who represents any portion ofPlaquemines Parish.(6)  Two members, who shall be residents of St. Charles Parish or St. John the Baptist Parish,appointed from a list comprised of two names submitted to the governor by each legislator whorepresents any portion of St. Charles Parish or St. John the Baptist Parish.(7)  One member, who shall be a resident of St. Tammany Parish, appointed from a listcomprised of two names submitted to the governor by each legislator who represents any portion ofSt. Tammany Parish.(8)  Of the total number of members appointed from the city of New Orleans and JeffersonParish, at least two shall be residents of the west bank of the Mississippi River.  Provided further,one of these members shall be a resident of the west bank of Orleans Parish and one member shallbe a resident of the west bank of Jefferson Parish.(9)  All initial nominations shall be made within twenty-one days of the date of signature by thegovernor, or if not signed by the governor, within twenty-one days of the expiration of the time forbills to become law without signature by the governor, as provided in Article III, Section 18 of theConstitution of Louisiana.  All subsequent nominations shall be made no earlier than twenty-eightdays prior to the expiration of the term of office nor later than fourteen days prior to the expirationof the term of office.  If nominations are not made within the time specified, the governor shall makehis appointments without the necessity of nominations.C.(1)  Appointed members shall serve four-year terms.  Vacancies shall be filled for theremainder of the term by the Audubon Park Commission.  Any person appointed by the commissionto fill a vacancy shall be a resident of the same parish as the member he is appointed to replace.
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(2)  Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, the terms of the initialmembers of the commission appointed pursuant to R.S. 56:1761(B) shall expire on December 31 ofthe year designated below:(a)  The terms of the initial members appointed pursuant to R.S. 56:1761(B)(4), (5), (6), and (7)shall expire in 1984.(b)  The terms of the initial members appointed pursuant to R.S. 56:1761(B)(3) shall expire in1985.(c)  The terms of the initial members appointed pursuant to R.S. 56:1761(B)(1) shall expire in1986.(d)  The terms of the initial members appointed pursuant to R.S. 56:1761(B)(2) shall expire in1987.(3)  The terms of the successors of the initial members shall expire on December 31 of the lastyear of their respective terms.  Members shall serve until their successors are appointed and takeoffice.D.  The commission shall meet and organize immediately after appointment of the members andshall elect from its membership a chairman and a vice chairman and such other officers as it maydeem necessary.  The commission shall prescribe the duties of its officers.  The commission shalladopt rules for the transaction of its business and shall keep a record of its proceedings.  Thirteenmembers shall constitute a quorum.E.  The commission shall meet at least once in each quarter of the fiscal year, or on call of thechairman or any five members.F.  Members of the commission shall receive no compensation for their services.G.  The commission shall be domiciled in New Orleans.Acts 1983, No. 485, §1, eff. July 27, 1983; Acts 2003, No. 774, §15.§1762.  Powers and duties A.  That park in the city of New Orleans known as Audubon Park is placed under the control andmanagement of the Audubon Park Commission created in R.S. 56:1761.  The commission shall takecharge of and shall supervise the park as a natural resource and preserve and improve it for publicrecreation and use as a place of public resort, recreation, and pleasure.  The commission shall havefull charge of the control and management, repair, maintenance, development, and improvement ofthe park. B.  For the purposes of this Part, Audubon Park shall be defined as that park located within theSixth District of the city of New Orleans which consists of that property formerly administered bythe Audubon Park Commission created by Act No. 191 of 1914.  Without limiting this property, itshall include the former Foucher Plantation as conveyed by act before M.L. Ainsworth, NotaryPublic, on August 15, 1871 and registered in the Orleans Parish Conveyance Office in COB 100,folio 187 and 181 on August 16, 1971 ; it shall include that property known as Avenger Field.  It1shall not include that certain piece of ground situated in the Sixth District of the city in squaredesignated by the number "60" bounded by Felicia Street, St. Charles Avenue, Walnut Street andFoucher Estate, now Audubon Park, which said piece or portion of ground measures 28 feet fronton Felicia Street, by 831 feet in depth and 14 feet in the rear.  C.  In order to carry out its duties and functions the commission may: (1) Adopt and promulgatesuch rules and regulations as may be necessary to carry out its functions and implement theprocedures of this Part.  (2)  Establish, maintain, operate, and control park recreational and entertainment facilities andactivities in the park, including but not limited to a zoo.  
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(3)  Enter into contracts with private individuals, firms, or corporations for the establishment,maintenance, and operation of park recreational and entertainment facilities and activities in thepark. (4)  Charge and collect from contracting parties rentals for the use of park property.  (5)  Charge and collect for the enjoyment and/or use of such park recreational and entertainmentfacilities and activities such admissions, charges, or fares as in the judgment of the commission arefair and proper.(6)  Insure that in the use and enjoyment of every portion of Audubon Park and Zoo and all ofthe facilities therein there will not be any discrimination against any person because of handicap,age, race, color, religion, sex or national origin.  (7)  Affirmative action shall be taken to insure that all employees of the commission and of anyentity with whom the commission contracts for services shall be treated during employment withoutregard to their race, age, handicap, color, religion, sex or national origin.  Acts 1983, No. 485, §1, eff. July 27, 1983.So in enrolled bill.1§1763.  Contract for operation of park and zoo A.  The commission is hereby vested with authority to and may contract with any nonprofit ornot for profit firm, corporation, or entity for the operation, care, control, and management of the parkand its zoo.B.  Any contract that the commission may enter into in accordance with Subsection A of thisSection may be either a contract, lease, or combination contract and lease.  C.  The commission shall in its sole discretion determine the terms, conditions, and duration ofany contract or lease entered into under the provisions of this Section.  Any contract or lease enteredinto by the commission under the provisions of this Section shall contain a provision in such contractor lease that the contract or lease may be terminated by the commission, with or without just cause,upon written notification to all parties in the contract or lease, which notification shall be given notmore than ninety days prior to the termination.  D.  Only a firm, corporation, or entity that is organized under the laws of the state of Louisianashall be eligible to contract with the commission under the provisions of this Section, and only afirm, corporation, or entity that is organized as a nonprofit or not for profit firm, corporation, orentity shall be eligible to contract with the commission under the provisions of this Section.  E.  The provisions of Chapter 10 of Title 41 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 shall notbe applicable to any lease or contract entered into under the provisions of this Section.  F.  The provisions of Chapter 10 of Title 38 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 shall notbe applicable to any lease or contract entered into under the provisions of this Section.  G.  This Section shall be construed to grant the commission the authority to contract in acooperative endeavor for the care, control, and management of the park and its zoo, including allfacilities located in the park on the effective date of this Section and any future facilities located inthe park.  H.  The commission shall have the right to assign any contracts that the former Audubon ParkCommission created by Act No. 191 of 1914 may have on the effective date of this Part to anycontracting party under the provisions of this Section.  I.  The commission shall have full authority to delegate to the nonprofit entity its ability tocollect any rents, charges, admissions, or fares it may be empowered to collect.  
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J.  The contractor shall have the full authority to hire its own employees to provide servicesformerly provided by the employees of the Audubon Park Commission created by Act No. 191 of1914. K.  Any contract entered into under the provisions of this Section shall be deemed to be acooperative endeavor under the provisions of Article VII, Section 14(C) of the Constitution ofLouisiana.Acts 1983, No. 485, §1, eff. July 27, 1983.§1764.  Secretary; staff The commissioners shall have the power to select a secretary and to fix his salary at a reasonablesum.  The commission may employ such other agents and employees as may be required for thedischarge of its functions and to prescribe and define their respective duties, authority, andcompensation.  Acts 1983, No. 485, §1, eff. July 27, 1983.  §1765.  Rules to preserve order and protect property; penalties A.  The commission shall have authority to make and establish such rules and regulations forthe preservation of order and the protection of property in the park as it deems necessary.  B.  In addition to any penalties otherwise provided by law, violation of any of the rules andregulations promulgated by the commission pursuant to this Section shall be punishable by fine ofnot less than fifteen dollars nor more than two hundred fifty dollars.  Acts 1983, No. 485, §1, eff. July 27, 1983.  §1766.  Funds for park A.  For the preservation, improvement, and beautification of Audubon Park and its facilities,including the zoo, and for providing for expenses incidental thereto and other park expenses, theAudubon Park Commission, in addition to receiving funds from other sources, shall have theauthority to receive funds from any local governing authority within the state of Louisiana.  B.  In addition to funds appropriated to or otherwise made available to the park by the state, thecity of New Orleans, local governing authorities, or other sources, self-generated revenues of thepark or of its nonprofit contractor shall be used for park development, maintenance, operation, andother park expenses.Acts 1983, No. 485, §1, eff. July 27, 1983.  
PART V.  RAILS TO TRAILS PROGRAM§1781.  Preservation of abandoned railroad transportation property A.  Any railroad company or corporation filing an abandonment plan with the InterstateCommerce Commission proposing to abandon railroad rights of way in this state shall notify thesecretary of the Department of Transportation and Development by providing the secretary with acopy of the filing within ten days of the filing with the Interstate Commerce Commission so that thestate or a political subdivision thereof may take advantage of and implement the "Rails to Trails"program.  B.(1)  Upon receipt of notice of a filing proposing to abandon a railroad right of way thesecretary shall, within one hundred eighty days, make a determination of whether it is in the best
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interest of the state to preserve the proposed abandoned railroad right of way as a corridor for futuretransportation uses within the state.  (2)  In making this determination, the secretary shall receive written commitments from theoffice of culture, recreation and tourism in the lieutenant governor's office that they have the meansand ability to implement and administer the "Rails to Trails" program in the event a determinationis made to preserve the abandoned railroad right of way as a corridor for future transportation usesin this state. (3)  Upon receipt of notice of a filing proposing to abandon a railroad right of way, the secretaryshall notify those local governmental entities in which the railroad right of way is located of suchnotice, advising each such local governmental entity of the provisions of this Part and that theircomments must be received in writing within one hundred twenty days of the date of the notice fromthe secretary.  C.  The secretary shall notify the railroad company or corporation and the Interstate CommerceCommission of its determination whether to preserve the proposed abandoned railroad right of wayas a corridor for future transportation uses in this state.  The failure of the secretary to file anapplication with the Interstate Commerce Commission within two hundred ten days of receipt of thenotice of the abandonment application shall be an affirmative declaration not to preserve the railroadright of way as a transportation corridor.  D.  Any affected local governmental entity shall have the right to file an application with theInterstate Commerce Commission seeking to preserve the proposed abandoned railroad right of wayas a transportation corridor for future transportation uses within the territorial jurisdiction of thelocal governmental entity.  Acts 1990, No. 1016, §1; Acts 1992, No. 881, §1.  §1782.  Exercise of preservation rights A.  The exercise of the right to preserve an abandoned railroad right of way as a transportationcorridor for future transportation uses shall not be undertaken by the state or any state agency unlessthe commissioner of administration has issued to the Interstate Commerce Commission a certificateof availability of funds for the program.  B.  The exercise of the right to preserve an abandoned railroad right of way as a transportationcorridor for future transportation uses shall not be undertaken by any political subdivision or localgoverning authority of this state unless the entity has issued to the Interstate Commerce Commissiona certificate of availability of funds for the program.  C.  Any affected local governmental entity may request the secretary to make a determinationto preserve a proposed abandoned railroad right of way as a transportation corridor for futuretransportation uses upon a showing for the need for such future use and after having filed apreliminary application with the Interstate Commerce Commission requesting the proposedabandoned railroad right of way be considered for preservation under the "Rails to Trails" program.D.  Nothing in this Part shall affect the property owner's right to compensation under any federalor state law.  The provisions of Article I, Section 4 of the Constitution of Louisiana shall beapplicable in determining the amount of compensation due the property owners under this Part.  E.  Upon approval of a "Rails to Trails" program by the Interstate Commerce Commission, thegovernmental entity filing the application for the program shall, within one hundred eighty days,complete all acquisition transactions including the payment of compensation due the propertyowners. F.  The failure of the governmental entity to complete all acquisition transactions within the timeallowed shall by operation of law release all preservation rights authorized by this Part and shall not
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be an encumbrance or cloud upon the title of the property or right of way subject to said preservationrights, reserving unto the property owners any claim for damages or compensation to which they maybe entitled under state law.  Acts 1990, No. 1016, §1; Acts 1992, No. 881, §1.  §1783.  Cooperative endeavors As provided in Article VII, Section 14(C) of the Louisiana Constitution and for the purpose ofimplementing a "Rails to Trails" program, the state and its political subdivisions or politicalcorporations may engage in cooperative endeavors with each other, with the United States or itsagencies, or with any public or private association, corporation, or individual.  Acts 1990, No. 1016, §1.  §1784.  Intergovernmental cooperation; financing As provided in Article VI, Section 20 of the Louisiana Constitution and for the purpose ofimplementing a "Rails to Trails" program, a political subdivision may exercise and perform anyauthorized power and function, including financing, jointly or in cooperation with one or morepolitical subdivisions, either within or without the state, or with the United States or its agencies. Acts 1990, No. 1016, §1.  §1785.  Ownership and usage A.  Upon approval by the Interstate Commerce Commission of the preservation of abandonedrailroad rights of way as a transportation corridor the entity approved to administer and implementthe "Rails to Trails" program shall, for any and all legal purposes, be considered the legal title holderof the property or rights sought to be preserved and, unless agreed to by means of contractualobligations to the contrary, the railroad company or corporation shall be relieved of all responsibilityand legal rights and obligations as respects the property or rights included within the transportationcorridor preserved by the governmental entity.  B.  The usage of the railroad right of way approved by the Interstate Commerce Commission forpreservation and included within the "Rails to Trails" program shall be the sole and exclusiveprerogative of the governmental entity whose application was approved by the Interstate CommerceCommission. Acts 1990, No. 1016, §1.
CHAPTER 7.  OUTDOOR RECREATION 

§1801.  Secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism; powers andfunctions A.  The secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism hereinafter called"secretary", shall consult with and provide guidance to the heads of all state agencies on mattersaffecting recreation and shall be responsible for developing methods and procedures for improvinginter-agency coordination in the development and implementation of state recreational policies andprograms.  B.  The secretary is authorized, directed, and shall supervise the preparation, maintenance, andupgrading of a comprehensive long-range, statewide plan for the development of outdoor recreationresources of the state which is hereinafter called the "plan", which will be prepared by its staff.  
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C.  The secretary shall consult with and help establish policies and procedures to be utilized bythe assistant secretary, office of state parks, hereinafter called "state liaison officer", in carrying outprograms for all state agencies, parishes, municipalities, planning commissions, and subdivisions ofthe state of Louisiana who desire to take advantage of and participate under the benefits of the Landand Water Conservation Fund Act described in R.S. 56:1802.  Acts 1980, No. 827, §2.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 329, §2, eff. July 18, 1982.  §1802.  Authorized representative The assistant secretary of the office of state parks is designated as the authorized representativeof the state of Louisiana under the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act (16 U.S.C.A §§4601-4to 4601-11), which position is referred to as "state liaison officer" and which federal act ishereinafter called "act", is hereby directed to utilize the plan in carrying out the authority vested insaid office, it being the intention that any action taken by the state liaison officer be pursuant to andin compliance with the plan.Acts 1980, No. 827, §2.  Amended by Acts 1982, No. 329, §2, eff. July 18, 1982.  §1803.  Agreements with United States; coordination The assistant secretary of the office of state parks, hereinafter called "state liaison officer", mayenter into contracts and agreements with United States or any appropriate agency thereof, keepfinancial records and other records relating thereto, and furnish to appropriate officials and agenciesof the United States such reports and information as may be reasonable and necessary to enable suchofficials and agencies to perform their duties under such federal programs.  In connection withobtaining for the state of Louisiana the benefits of any such program, the state liaison officer shallcoordinate its activities with and represent the interest of all agencies and departments of the stateand of the parish, municipal, and other governmental units and subdivisions of the state of Louisianahaving interest in the planning, development, and maintenance of outdoor recreation resources andfacilities within the state.  Amended by Acts 1980, No. 827, §2; Acts 1982, No. 329, §2, eff. July 18, 1982.  §1804.  Availability of funds Projects may be undertaken only after the state liaison officer has determined that sufficientfunds are available for meeting the state's share of project costs.  Amended by Acts 1980, No. 827, §2.  §1805.  Agreements on behalf of political subdivisions The state liaison officer may enter into and administer agreements with the United States or anyappropriate agency thereof for the planning, acquisition, or development of projects involvingparticipating federal aid funds on behalf of any parish, municipality, or other governmental unitwhich gives necessary assurances to the said state liaison officer that it has available sufficient fundsto meet its share of the cost of the project and that the acquired or developed areas will be operatedand maintained at its expense for public outdoor recreation use.  Amended by Acts 1980, No. 827, §2.  §1806.  Construction of Chapter Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as attempting to substitute, transfer, or supersede theproper constitutional or statutory function or jurisdiction of any state agency or head thereof by anyother state agency.Acts 1980, No. 827, §2.  
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§1807.  Cooperation of state agencies and subdivisions with secretary All state agencies are hereby empowered, authorized and directed to make available to the stateliaison officer such reasonable help and assistance as the state liaison officer may request, and suchagencies and subdivisions shall cooperate with the state liaison officer in carrying out the intentionsand purposes of this Chapter.  Acts 1980, No. 827, §2.  §1808.  Functions and duties of state agencies A.  The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, the office of tourism and promotion, theDepartment of Transportation and Development, the Department of Natural Resources, theDepartment of Agriculture, the State Soil and Water Conservation Committee, and the LouisianaCooperative Extension Service or their successor agencies shall furnish assistance to the state liaisonofficer for the implementation of the Chapter in compliance with the provisions of R.S. 49:661 andR.S. 49:663.  B.  In respect to duties of the secretary and the state liaison officer, under this Chapter andinsofar as practical, all state agencies shall comply with reasonable requests to furnish information,data, and reports to the commission, and shall otherwise cooperate with the said secretary and stateliaison officer. Acts 1980, No. 827, §2.  §1809.  Repealed by Acts 1992, No. 984, §18.  
CHAPTER 8.  LOUISIANA NATURAL HERITAGEPRESERVATIONPART I.  GENERAL PROVISIONS§1830.  Louisiana Natural Heritage Program There is hereby created within the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries the Louisiana NaturalHeritage Program to administer the provisions of law and rules and regulations regarding theLouisiana Natural Areas Registry, the Threatened and Endangered Species Conservation program,and those programs, duties, and functions designated by the secretary in accordance with law.  Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.  §1831.  Agreements; land conservation organizations The department is authorized to enter into agreements with national, nonprofit membership landconservation organizations to conduct programs; manage, preserve, and conserve land; and topurchase lands.Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.  §1832.  Wild Louisiana StampA.(1)  In addition to other methods of funding available for the implementation of this Chapter,the department is authorized to issue and promote the sale to the general public of Wild LouisianaStamps, which shall not exceed ten dollars for each stamp.  The department may also issue a WildLouisiana Stamp that is valid for one day which shall cost two dollars.  The stamps shall be availablefor sale at all locations at which hunting or fishing licenses are also available and shall be made
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available for purchase through a self-service facility located at the entrance to those lands subjectto R.S. 56:109(D).(2)  The secretary shall provide to the administrators and managers of department administeredlands Wild Louisiana Stamps which shall be available for sale to the general public from designateddepartment personnel assigned to those lands.  Wild Louisiana Stamps shall also be available for saleat department district offices and at those administrative offices located on department administeredlands.B.  The proceeds from the sale of these stamps shall be placed into the special account withinthe Conservation Fund known as the "natural heritage account" and shall be used solely for theimplementation and administration of Parts I, II, III, and IV of this Chapter and the natural heritageand nongame programs within the department; however, the department may use not more thantwenty-five percent of the revenues from the sale of the stamps for the maintenance and stewardshipof department administered lands.C.(1)  The department shall provide by regulation the form and design of the "Wild LouisianaStamp".  The stamp shall depict a representative Louisiana nongame species or natural habitat.  Theregulations shall determine the manner by which an artist shall be selected to create the stamp art.The artist and subject for the stamp print shall be selected with the objective of yielding themaximum return to the department from the sales of stamps and prints.(2)  The department shall negotiate with the Wild Louisiana stamp artist and the stamp artpublisher the terms by which limited edition prints of the stamp art will be made available and soldto the public with the objective of maximizing sales of prints and the return to the department fromthose sales.(3)  The department's share of the proceeds from the sales of the Wild Louisiana stamp printshall be paid to the natural heritage account within the Conservation Fund.D.  Wild Louisiana Stamps provided for in this Section may be purchased with a qualified creditcard in accordance with the rules of the department adopted pursuant to R.S. 56:642.Acts 1992, No. 193, §1; Acts 1993, No. 441, §1; Acts 1995, No. 513, §1; Acts 1995, No. 660, §1; Acts1995, No. 731, §1.§1833.  Wild Louisiana Guide LicenseA.  The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is authorized to adopt rules andregulations to create and govern a licensing program for persons who conduct outings on lands forpurposes other than hunting or fishing for which a Wild Louisiana Stamp may be required pursuantto R.S. 56:109(D).B.  The commission may establish a Wild Louisiana Guide License and impose a fee for suchlicense that may not exceed one hundred dollars annually.C.  The commission may require a licensed Wild Louisiana guide to pay to the department aclient fee not to exceed two dollars per trip for each person accompanying the guide on such lands.The guide shall not be required to pay the client fee for those persons who possess a valid Louisianahunting or fishing license or Wild Louisiana Stamp.  The commission may require the guide to submit, along with the payment of the client fees, the names and addresses of persons for which theclient fee has been paid.D.  Persons accompanying a licensed Wild Louisiana guide for whom the guide is required topay a client fee pursuant to Subsection C of this Section shall not be required to possess a WildLouisiana Stamp or possess a hunting or fishing license.Acts 1997, No. 129, §1.
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PART II.  NATURAL AND SCENIC RIVERS SYSTEM§1840.  Short title This Part shall be known and may be cited as the "Louisiana Scenic Rivers Act".  Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988.§1841.  Policies; purposes A.  The Legislature of Louisiana hereby finds that there exist in Louisiana many unique anddiverse free-flowing rivers, streams, and bayous which should be preserved, protected, and enhancedfor the present and future benefit of Louisiana citizens.  In order to assist in fulfilling its duties toprotect, conserve, and replenish the natural resources of this state in accordance with LouisianaConstitution Article IX, Section 1, the legislature does hereby establish the Louisiana Natural andScenic Rivers System.  B.(1)  This system shall be administered for the purposes of preserving, protecting, developing,reclaiming, and enhancing the wilderness qualities, scenic beauties, and ecological regime of certainfree-flowing streams or segments thereof.  (2)  This system shall further be administered for the purpose of preserving aesthetic, scenic,recreational, fish, wildlife, ecological, archaeological, geological, botanical, and other natural andphysical features and resources found along these streams or segments thereof.  Acts 1970, No. 398, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1982, No. 267, §1; Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July27, 1988.§1842.  Definitions Unless otherwise indicated herein, the terms used in this Part shall mean the following: (1)  "System" means the Louisiana Natural and Scenic Rivers System.(2)  "Administrator" means the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  (3)  "Natural and scenic river" means a river, stream, or bayou or segment thereof that has beendesignated as part of the Louisiana Natural and Scenic Rivers System in accordance with theprovisions of this Part and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto.  (4)  "Scenic servitude" means a contract between the adjacent riparian landowner and the systemadministrator which shall be in the nature of a development agreement for the purpose of preservingthe natural state of the landscape through mutual agreement on the activities which might affect thenatural landscape.  (5)  "Surface servitude" means a contract between the stream owner and the system administratorwhich shall relieve the landowner of liabilities and assure the public of access and use of the streamsurface.  (6)  "Channelization" means the practice of changing a natural stream, or segment thereof, intoa man-made ditch or canal with channels of a relatively uniform width and depth usuallynecessitating the removal of trees and other woody vegetation adjacent to the stream and constructedfor the purpose of accelerating runoff.  (7)  "Clearing and snagging" means the practice of removing most obstructions, trees, snags, andother impediments that retard the natural stream flow.  (8)  "Channel realignment" means the practice by which dredging, ditching, or other means areused to shorten or reroute the natural stream course.  (9)  "Historic and scenic river" means a river, stream, or bayou or segment thereof which becauseof its unique historical status and scenic character requires protection and preservation of its
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aesthetic, scenic, recreation, fish, wildlife, ecological, archaeological, geological, botanical, andother natural and physical features.  (10)  "Reservoir construction" means any permanent dam or impoundment which alters theshoreline of a natural and scenic river.  (11)  "River" includes rivers, streams, bayous, and segments thereof and their waters andgenerally those bodies of water having the characteristics of rivers, streams, and bayous.  (12)  "Normal activities" means those activities on lands that do not directly and significantlydegrade the ecological integrity of a natural and scenic river.  Added by Acts 1970, No. 398, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1; Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July27, 1988.§1843.  Administrator; duties and powers A.  The administrator of this system shall be the secretary of the Department of Wildlife andFisheries.  Neither the administrator nor any state official shall take action to have any stream orriver within this system included in the national Wild and Scenic River System without priorapproval of the legislature. B.  The administrator shall administer the system in accordance with the policies, purposes, andrequirements of this Part and shall have the authority to: (1)  Adopt such rules, regulations, standards, and criteria as are necessary to implement theprovisions of this Part, in accordance with R.S. 49:950 et seq.  (2)  Accept donations and grants for the purposes of this Part from public and private sources.(3)  Grant or deny permits and the renewal thereof.  Prior to taking such action the administratorshall consider the history of violations and compliances of the applicant.  The duration of any permitor renewal thereof shall be determined by the administrator and be stipulated within the permit.(4)  Revoke, suspend, annul, and withdraw any permit for the violation of any provision of thisPart, any rule adopted pursuant thereto, any legal order of the administrator, or any order of a courtacting pursuant to this Part.  Prior to taking such action the administrator shall consider the historyof violations and compliances of the permittee and the economic benefits realized through theviolation.  (5)  Recommend to the legislature rivers for designation as a natural and scenic river andinclusion within the Louisiana natural and scenic rivers system.  (6)  Delegate powers and duties provided by this Part to appropriate personnel within thedepartment.(7)  Enter into scenic and surface servitude agreements with landowners for the purposes of thisPart.Added by Acts 1970, No. 398, §1; Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988.§1844.  Scenic Rivers Fund A.  All donations, penalties, and permit fees collected pursuant to the provisions of this Part shallbe deposited immediately upon receipt into the state treasury.  B.  After compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution ofLouisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, and prior to monies being placed inthe state general fund, an amount equal to that deposited as required in Subsection A hereof andmonies appropriated by the legislature shall be credited to a special fund hereby created in the statetreasury to be known as the "Scenic Rivers Fund".  The monies in this fund shall be used solely asprovided in Subsection C hereof and only in the amounts appropriated by the legislature.  Allunexpended and unencumbered monies in this fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the
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fund.  The monies in this fund shall be invested by the state treasurer in the same manner as moniesin the state general fund, and interest earned on the investment of these monies shall be placed in thestate general fund.  C.  The monies in the Scenic Rivers Fund shall be used by the administrator solely foracquisition of servitudes, education, and the monitoring and enforcement of the provisions of thisPart and any permits issued pursuant thereto.  D.  The administrator shall, by rule, adopt a schedule of fees to be charged for the issuance ofpermits and renewals.  Added by Acts 1970, No. 398, §1; Acts 1987, No. 606, §1; Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988.§1845.  Nomination, recommendation, designation, and declassification of natural and scenicrivers; legislative funding A.  Any river in this state may be nominated for inclusion in or declassification from theLouisiana natural and scenic rivers system only by concurrent resolution adopted by the legislature.B.  The administrator shall undertake a continuing study and shall make recommendations to thelegislature regarding any river nominated for inclusion in or declassification from the system.  Suchrecommendation for inclusion shall be made no sooner than eight months from the nomination ofa river and only subsequent to the evaluation and procedures provided for in this Section.  Theadministrator shall consider the following and other appropriate criteria in preparing the writtenevaluation and making the recommendation: (1)  The river is free-flowing, has not been channelized, cleared and snagged within the pasttwenty-five years, realigned, inundated, or otherwise altered and has a shoreline covered by nativevegetation and has no or few man-made structures along its banks.(2)  The scene as viewed from the river is pleasing, whether primitive or rural-pastoral, or theseconditions are restorable.(3)  The river and its setting possess natural and recreational values of outstanding quality.(4)  The river and its setting are large enough to sustain substantial recreational use and toaccommodate existing uses without undue impairment of the natural values of the resource or qualityof the recreation experience.(5)  The river will provide present and future benefits to Louisiana citizens through preserving,protecting, and enhancing its wilderness qualities, scenic beauties, and ecological regimes and itsaesthetic, scenic, recreational, fish, wildlife, ecological, archaeological, geological, botanical, andother natural and physical features and resources found along the river and adjacent lands.(6)  The existing uses of adjacent lands and the economic impact of such usages.(7)  Determination of state ownership of the bed of the river.C.  Prior to any such recommendation each river nominated for inclusion in or declassificationfrom the system shall be evaluated by the administrator in consultation with the division ofadministration, the Department of Environmental Quality, and the Louisiana Department of Culture,Recreation and Tourism and with the advice of other agencies that the administrator determines mayhave an interest in the evaluation.  The recommendation shall be in the form of a written report, shallinclude the evaluation, and shall be part of the record of the decision regarding the proposedrecommendation.  The report shall include an evaluation of the criteria provided for in this Sectionand other such matters specified by the administrator.  The administrator shall give the evaluationsubstantial weight in making the recommendation.  The administrator shall file the report with thenatural resources committees of the legislature and provide copies to the division of administration,the Department of Environmental Quality, the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, andthe governing authorities of those parishes through which the river flows.
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D.  Prior to any such recommendation and as part of the evaluation process, the administratorshall hold not less than one public hearing to receive comments and recommendations from allinterested parties and the public.  There shall be at least one public hearing in the vicinity of the rivernominated for inclusion in or declassification from the system.  The administrator shall, not less thanthirty days prior to any hearing, publish a notice of the hearing in the official journal of the state andof each parish through which the river flows and notify each parish governing authority by letter toits chief executive officer.  The administrator shall give notice to all interested parties, includingadjacent landowners.  Any recommendation for or against declassification from the system shall bemade within one hundred twenty days from date of nomination.E.  The legislature may, by law, designate as a natural and scenic river any river recommendedby the administrator for inclusion within the system.  The legislature may, by law, declassify anyriver whether or not recommended by the administrator for declassification as a natural and scenicriver.  The legislature may appropriate sufficient monies to fund the cost of evaluating those riversnominated to be natural and scenic rivers, or those rivers nominated for declassification.Added by Acts 1970, No. 398, §1; Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3; Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July27, 1988; Acts 1990, No. 258, §1, eff. July 4, 1990; Acts 2004, No. 33, §4.§1846.  Management plan A.  Within one year from the date a river is finally designated as a natural and scenic river, theadministrator shall adopt and commence implementation of a management plan for that river whichshall conform to the purposes and requirements of this Part.  The plan shall be developed by theadministrator in consultation with the division of administration, the Department of EnvironmentalQuality, and the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism and with the advice ofother agencies that the administrator determines may have an interest in the plan.  The plan shall bein the form of a written document.  The administrator shall provide copies of the plan to the divisionof administration, the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism, the Department ofEnvironmental Quality, and the governing authorities of those parishes through which the riverflows.B.  Prior to the adoption of a plan and as part of the process, the administrator shall hold not lessthan one public hearing to receive comments and recommendations from all interested parties andthe public.  There shall be at least one public hearing in the vicinity of the natural and scenic river.The administrator shall, not less than thirty days prior to any hearing, publish a notice of the hearingin the official journal of the state and of each parish through which the river flows and notify eachparish governing authority by letter to its chief executive officer.  The administrator shall give noticeto all interested parties, including adjacent landowners.C.  Each management plan shall be reviewed at least every five years from adoption and maybe modified in the same manner and procedure as provided for adopting the original plan.D.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this Section, the development of themanagement plan for those natural and scenic rivers designated prior to January 1, 1989, shall becommenced no later than January 1, 1990.Added by Acts 1970, No. 398, §1; Amended by Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988; Acts 2004, No.33, §4.§1847.  Natural and scenic riversThe following rivers or designated segments thereof are hereby designated as being natural andscenic rivers:(1)  Pushepatapa Creek - Washington - From where East Fork and West Fork join near state lineto where it breaks up prior to its entrance into the Pearl River.
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(2)  Bogue Chitto River - Washington, St. Tammany - From the Louisiana-Mississippi state lineto its entrance into the Pearl River Navigation Canal.(3)  Tchefuncte River and its tributaries - Washington, Tangipahoa, St. Tammany - From itsorigin in Tangipahoa Parish to its juncture with the Bogue Falaya River.(4)  Tangipahoa - Tangipahoa - From the Louisiana-Mississippi state line to the I-12 crossing.(5)  (Blank)(6)  Tickfaw River - St. Helena - From the Louisiana-Mississippi state line to La. Hwy. 42.(7)  Amite River-East Feliciana-From the Louisiana-Mississippi state line to the permanent poollevel of the Darlington Reservoir; and from the Darlington Reservoir Dam to La. Hwy. 37; providedthat the portion of the Amite River from the Louisiana-Mississippi state line to La. Hwy. 37 shallremain within the Natural and Scenic Rivers System until the issuance of a permit by the U.S. ArmyCorps of Engineers issued pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 1344 and 33 C.F.R. 232; provided, that if theDarlington Reservoir and dam are not approved and funded no later than September 1, 1997, theportion of the Amite River within the Natural and Scenic Rivers System shall be as follows: Fromthe Louisiana-Mississippi state line to La. Hwy. 37.(8)  Comite River - East Feliciana, East Baton Rouge - From the Wilson-Clinton Hwy. in EastFeliciana Parish to the entrance of White Bayou in East Baton Rouge Parish.(9)  Blind River - St. James, Ascension, Livingston, St. John - From its origin in St. James Parishto its entrance into Lake Maurepas.(10)  Bayou Des Allemands - Lafourche, St. Charles - From Lac Des Allemands to LakeSalvador.(11)  Whiskey Chitto Creek - Allen - From the Beauregard Parish line to its entrance into theCalcasieu River.(12)  Six Mile Creek - Allen, Vernon - Includes the East and West Forks and beginning at theboundary of Fort Polk Military Reservation (Lookout Road) and extending south through Vernonand Allen Parishes to its entrance into Whiskey Chitto Creek.(13)  Ten Mile Creek - Rapides, Allen, Vernon - From the boundary of Fort Polk MilitaryReservation (Lookout Road) through Vernon Parish and all of that portion of said creek lying withinthe boundaries of Rapides and Allen Parishes.(14)  Little River - Rapides, Grant, Catahoula, LaSalle - From the juncture of Dugdemona andCastor Creek to its entrance into Catahoula Lake.(15)  Big Creek - Grant - From Hwy. 165 in Grant Parish to its entrance into Little River;provided, however, that, notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the excluded portion of BigCreek from Hwy. 165 to Hwy. 167 in Grant Parish shall remain within the Natural and Scenic RiversSystem until issuance of a permit by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued pursuant to 33 U.S.C.1344 and 33 C.F.R. 232; provided that if a reservoir and dam are not approved and funded as to theexcluded portion of Big Creek from Hwy. 165 to Hwy. 167 in Grant Parish no later than September1, 1997, that portion of Big Creek within the Natural and Scenic Rivers System shall be as follows:From Hwy. 167 to its entrance into Little River.(16)  Fish Creek - Grant - From its origin near Williana to its entrance into Little River.(17)  Trout Creek - LaSalle - From its origin near Hwy. 8 to its entrance into Little River.(18)  Bayou Bartholomew - Morehouse - From the Louisiana-Arkansas state line to Dead Bayou.(19)  Bayou L'Outre - Ouachita, Union - From the Louisiana-Arkansas state line to its entranceinto the Ouachita River.(20)  Bayou D'Arbonne - Union, Ouachita - From the Lake D'Arbonne dam to its entrance intothe Ouachita River.
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(21)  Corney Bayou - Claiborne, Union - From the Louisiana-Arkansas state line to Corney Lakeand Corney Lake Dam to Lake D'Arbonne.(22)  Middle Fork of Bayou D'Arbonne - Claiborne, Union From its origin near La. Hwy. 2alternate to Lake D'Arbonne.  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, however, that portionof the bayou located in Sections 19, 20, 21, and 28 of Township 23 North, Range 7 West inClaiborne Parish shall not be a natural and scenic river; provided however, if a reservoir and damin said portion of the bayou are not approved, funded, and under construction by September 1, 1995,said portion of the bayou shall be a natural and scenic river.(23)  Saline Bayou - Bienville, Winn, Natchitoches - From its origin near Arcadia to La. Hwy.156 in Winn Parish.(24)  Black Lake Bayou - Red River, Winn, Bienville - From the Webster-Bienville parish lineto Black Lake in Natchitoches Parish.(25)  Bayou Kisatchie - Natchitoches - From its entrance into Kisatchie National Forest to itsentrance into Old River.(26)  Spring Creek - Rapides - From Otis to Cocodrie Lake in Rapides Parish.(27)  Saline Bayou - Catahoula, LaSalle - From Saline Lake to Larto Lake.(28)  Repealed by Acts 1993, No. 109, §1, eff. May 26, 1993.(29)  Bayou Cocodrie - Concordia - From Wild Cow Bayou to Little Cross Bayou.(30)  Bayou Cocodrie - Rapides, Evangeline - From U.S. Hwy. 167 to the Bayou Boeuf-CocodrieDiversion Canal.(31)  West Pearl River - Washington, St. Tammany - From the state line to its entrance into LakeBorgne.(32)  Dorcheat (Dauchite) Bayou - Webster - From the Arkansas state line to its entrance intoLake Bistineau.(33)  Bayou Trepagnier - St. Charles - From Norco to where it joins Bayou La Branche.(34)  Bayou La Branche - St. Charles - From its source to where it drains into LakePontchartrain.(35)(a)  Calcasieu River - Vernon, Rapides - From Louisiana Highway 8 east through VernonParish and all of that portion of said river lying within the boundaries of Rapides Parish.(b)  Calcasieu River - Allen, Jefferson Davis, and Calcasieu - From the mouth of the WhiskeyChitto River in Allen Parish, south through Jefferson Davis Parish, and to its intersection with theWard Eight Park in Calcasieu Parish.(36)  Bayou Dupre - St. Bernard - From the Lake Borgne Canal to Terre Beau Bayou.(37)  Lake Borgne Canal - St. Bernard - From the Forty Arpent Canal to Bayou Dupre.(38)  Bashman Bayou - St. Bernard - From its origin to Bayou Dupre.(39)  Terre Beau Bayou - St. Bernard - From Bayou Dupre to the New Canal.(40)  Pirogue Bayou - St. Bernard - From Bayou Dupre to New Canal.(41)  Bayou Bienvenue - St. Bernard - From Bayou Villere to Lake Borgne.(42)  Bayou Chaperon - St. Bernard - From its origin to its end, Sections 22, 23 T 13 S, R 13 E.(43)  Holmes Bayou - St. Tammany - All of that portion of the bayou lying within the boundariesof St. Tammany Parish.(44)  Bradley Slough (Bayou) - St. Tammany - All of that portion of the slough lying within theboundaries of St. Tammany Parish.
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(45)  Wilson Slough (Bayou) - St. Tammany - All of that portion of the slough lying within theboundaries of St. Tammany Parish.(46)  Morgan River - St. Tammany - From its juncture with the Porters River to its reentry intothe West Pearl River.(47)  Bayou LaCombe - St. Tammany - From its head waters to Lake Pontchartrain.(48)  Bayou Cane - St. Tammany - From its head waters to Lake Pontchartrain.(49)  Tchefuncte River - St. Tammany - From the Bogue Falaya River to Louisiana Highway No.22, excluding any tributaries thereto from the Bogue Falaya south to Louisiana Highway No. 22.(50)  Pearl Creek - Vernon - From Louisiana Highway III to its entrance into Sabine River.(51)  Whiskey Chitto Creek - Vernon - From the boundary of Fort Polk Military Reservation(Lookout Road) to the Vernon-Beauregard Parish line.(52)  Bogue Falaya River - St. Tammany - the river from its headwaters to Louisiana Highway437 in the parish of St. Tammany.(53)  Ouachita River - Morehouse, Union - from the north bank of Bayou Bartholomew at itsintersection with the Ouachita River to the Arkansas state line.(54)  Bayou Chinchuba - St. Tammany Parish - From the West Causeway approach south to LakePontchartrain.NOTE:  Paragraph (55) as enacted by Acts 1997, No. 141, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1998, if secretary of Dept.of Wildlife and Fisheries recommends to legislature that river be included in the natural and scenicrivers system:(55)  Abita River in St. Tammany Parish.(56) Tangipahoa River--Tangipahoa Parish--From the Interstate 12 crossing to its entrance intoLake Pontchartrain.(57)  Tchefuncte River-St. Tammany-from the Highway 22 bridge to Lake Pontchartrain.(58)  Ouiska Chitto Creek - that portion in Beauregard Parish.(59)  Barnes Creek - from Louisiana Highway 27 to the Calcasieu River in Allen and Beauregardparishes.(60)  Beckwith Creek - from its headwaters to the west fork of the Calcasieu River in Beauregardand Calcasieu parishes.(61)  Bundicks Creek - from its headwaters to Bundicks Lake and from Bundicks Lake to OuiskaChitto Creek in Vernon, Beauregard, and Allen parishes.(62)  Hickory Branch - from its headwaters to the west fork of the Calcasieu River.(63)  Drake's Creek - Vernon - from Lookout Road to its confluence with Ouiska Chitto Creeklocated within Vernon Parish.(64)  Bayou Liberty - St. Tammany Parish.Added by Acts 1970, No. 398, §1.  Amended by Acts 1972, No. 352, §1; Acts 1972, No. 590, §1; Acts 1973,No. 85, §1; Acts 1974, No. 146, §1; Acts 1975, No. 213, §1; Acts 1975, No. 655, §1; Acts 1978, No. 333, §1;Acts 1980, No. 592, §1; Acts 1982, No. 263, §1; Acts 1985, No. 606, §2; Acts 1985, No. 237, §1; Acts 1987,No. 792, §1; Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988; Acts 1990, No. 258, §1, eff. July 4, 1990; Acts 1990,No. 310, §1, eff. July 8, 1990; Acts 1990, No. 311, §1, eff. July 8, 1990; Acts 1991, No. 584, §1; Acts 1991, No.978, §1; Acts 1992, No. 265, §1; Acts 1993, No. 109, §1, eff. May 26, 1993; Acts 1993, No. 1039, §1; Acts1997, No. 141, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1998; Acts 1999, No. 491, §1; Acts 1999, No. 823, §1; Acts 2004, No. 175, §1,eff. June 10, 2004; Acts 2008, No. 42, §1, eff. June 5, 2008; Acts 2010, No. 406, §1.
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§1848.  Planning considerations A.  In all planning for the use and development of water and water-related land resources, fulland equal consideration shall be given by all local, state, and federal agencies to the potential naturaland scenic river areas; and all river basin reports and project plans should discuss any such potentialand all economic evaluations should consider aesthetic values as well as monetary values.  B.  No agency of the state government shall authorize or concur in plans of local or federalagencies that would detrimentally affect whether, directly or indirectly, a natural or scenic river orupon which the full and equal consideration of the stream's potential as a natural or scenic area withaesthetic values has not been discussed and evaluated.  Added by Acts 1970, No. 398, §1; Acts 1987, No. 606, §1; Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988.§1849.  Evaluation and permitting A.  No person shall commence or engage in any activity governed by this Part or any rulepursuant thereto unless a permit is first obtained from the administrator.B.(1)  Prior to any final decision on an application for a permit for those activities that have thepotential for significant ecological degradation, a written evaluation of the application may beprepared by the administrator in consultation with the division of administration, the Department ofEnvironmental Quality, and the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism and withthe advice of other agencies that the administrator determines may have an interest in the permit.(2)  The final decision on an application shall be in the form of a written report, shall includeany required evaluation, and shall be part of the record of the decision.  The report shall include anevaluation of the criteria provided for in this Section.  The administrator shall give any requiredevaluation substantial weight in making the final decision.  The administrator shall provide copiesof the report with the division of administration, the Department of Environmental Quality, and theDepartment of Culture, Recreation and Tourism.C.  The criteria for an evaluation of an application for a permit shall consider the impact theactivity may have on the characteristics and qualities of the natural and scenic river, including butnot limited to the following: (1)  Wilderness qualities (2)  Scenic values (3)  Ecological regimes (4)  Recreation (5)  Fish and other aquatic life (6)  Wildlife (7)  Historical and archaeological (8)  Geological (9)  Botanical (10)  Water quality as determined by the Department of Environmental Quality (11)  Cultural (12)  Economics D.  A person who is denied a permit by the department may institute legal proceedings againstthe department in the Nineteenth Judicial District Court.Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988; Acts 2004, No. 33, §4; Acts 2009, No. 365, §1.



R.S. 56:1852

334 – House of Representatives Database Wildlife and FisheriesOctober, 2010

§1850.  Rules and regulationsA.  The administrator shall have the authority to regulate those activities that may directly andsignificantly degrade the ecological integrity of a natural and scenic river.  The administrator shalladopt rules and regulations pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act to implement the purposesand requirements of this Part and to regulate uses of a natural and scenic river which maydetrimentally affect such natural and scenic river.  Specifically, and not in limitation of theforegoing, such rules may regulate the following:(1)  Crossings by roads, railroads, pipelines, or utilities across any natural and scenic river.(2)  Sharing of land and air space by such roads, railroads, and utilities.(3)  Pollution of waters, with the concurrence of the Department of Environmental Quality.(4)  Prospecting, drilling, and mining for natural resources.(5)  Structures and buildings.(6)  Signs or other forms of outdoor advertising that are visible from waters within a natural andscenic river.(7)  Piers, boat slips, bulkheads, houseboats, and landings.(8)  Uses, activities, and access.(9)  Littering.B.  Permits granted for crossings by pipelines or utilities or the sharing of land or air space bysuch facilities shall be for the useful life of the facility.Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988; Acts 1997, No. 492, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1269, §1, eff. July 12,1999.§1851.  Penalties and enforcement A.(1)  The administrator may impose a civil penalty of up to one thousand dollars for eachviolation of this Part or the rules and regulations adopted under this Part and the administrator maysuspend, annul, withdraw, or revoke any permit issued pursuant to this Part for any such violation.Each day on which a violation occurs shall be a separate offense.(2)  Civil penalties may be assessed and the suspension, annulment, withdrawal, or revocationof a permit may be imposed only by a ruling of the administrator based on an adjudicatory hearingheld in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq.(3)  The administrator may institute civil proceedings to enforce his rulings in the district courtfor the parish in which the violation occurs.B.  The administrator may issue cease and desist orders, compliance orders, and obtaininjunctions or other appropriate relief upon determining that a violation of this Part or rules andregulations adopted under this Part or agreements made pursuant to the provisions of this Part hasoccurred, is occurring, or is about to occur.C.  Unless otherwise provided by this Part, intentional violation of the provisions of this Partconstitutes a class three violation, subject to the penalties provided in R.S. 56:33; however, thereshall be no forfeiture of anything seized in connection with the violation.Acts 1987, No. 646, §1; Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988; Acts 2003, No. 98, §1.§1852.  Privately owned streams; copies of rules A.  Recognizing that some few of the streams recommended for inclusion as natural and scenicrivers may not be state owned but owned by adjacent landowners, the state legislature encouragesriparian owners to grant to the system administrator scenic servitudes and surface servitudes.
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B.  Except as provided in R.S. 56:1853 and R.S. 56:1854, no provision of this Part shall restrictthe normal activities of landowners within the boundaries of their own property unless a mutualagreement has been entered into with the system administrator.C.  Any interested party, upon written request to the administrator, shall be provided copies ofrules then in effect or thereafter adopted by the administrator pursuant to the provisions of this Part.Added by Acts 1970, No. 398, §1; Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988.§1853.  Prohibited usesChannelization, clearing and snagging, channel realignment and reservoir construction of thoserivers and streams included within this system are hereby prohibited.  Violations of the provisionsof this Section constitute a class six violation, R.S. 56:36.Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988; Acts 1999, No. 1269, §1, eff. July 12, 1999; Acts 2000, 1st Ex.Sess., No. 54, §2; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 80, §1.§1854.  Commercial cutting of trees A.  The cutting or harvesting of timber within one hundred feet of the ordinary low water markof a natural and scenic or historic and scenic river provided for in this Part is prohibited except asfollows:(1)  The selective harvesting of trees for commercial purposes is permitted.(2)  The cutting of trees for the control of disease or insects is permitted.(3)  The harvesting of timber for personal use by the person who owns or leases the property ispermitted.B.  When trees are cut or harvested, for any purpose, within one hundred feet of the ordinary lowwater mark of a natural and scenic or historic and scenic river provided for in this Part, the personwho owns or leases the property shall be responsible for removing the tree tops from the river.C.  A violation of the provisions of this Section constitutes a class two violation, R.S. 56:32. Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988.  §1855.  ExceptionsA.  Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 56:1847(31), nothing contained in this Part shall beconstrued as repealing, superceding, nullifying, or in any manner whatsoever affecting any power,authority, or jurisdiction which the U.S. Corps of Engineers has over the West Pearl River or BayouChannel in Pointe Coupee Parish to perform routine maintenance and dredging for navigation andflood control purposes.  In addition nothing contained in this Part shall prohibit the Department ofWildlife and Fisheries or the state department having authority over the scenic rivers program fromentering into any contract with a private firm to dredge the West Pearl River or Bayou Channel inPointe Coupee Parish for such purposes.B.  Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 56:1847(47) and (49), nothing contained in this Partshall be construed as repealing, superceding, nullifying, or in any manner whatsoever affecting anypower, authority, or jurisdiction which the U.S. Corps of Engineers has over Bayou LaCombe andthe Tchefuncte River to perform routine maintenance and dredging for navigation and flood controlpurposes.C.  Nothing in this Part shall be deemed or interpreted to limit, restrict, or repeal any authoritygranted by law to the Department of Environmental Quality concerning water quality or theDepartment of Health and Hospitals concerning drinking water quality.
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D.  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, particularly the provisions of this Part, duringthe period of July 1, 1990 through July 1, 1991, the Sunset Drainage District of St. Charles Parishmay excavate fill material from Petit Lac Des Allemands for the purpose of enlarging the existinglevee within the jurisdiction of the said drainage district.E.  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, particularly the provisions of this Part, theWater District No. 3 of Rapides Parish is hereby authorized to repair or replace the Big Creek Damin Grant Parish.F.  Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 56:1847(8), nothing contained in this Part shall beconstrued as repealing, superseding, nullifying, or, in any manner whatsoever, affecting any power,authority, or jurisdiction which the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has over the Comite River toconstruct the Comite River Diversion Canal and related structures, converging with the waterwaynear Section 10, Township 5 South, Range 1 East, of the St. Helena Meridian, for the purpose offlood control.G.  No provision of this Part shall prohibit the construction of a hurricane protection levee andassociated drainage and pumping facilities within St. Charles Parish that cross Bayou Trepagnier.To the extent necessary for the construction of such levee, those portions of Bayou Trepagnierwithin the right of way of the levee and to the south of the levee are not subject to the provisions ofthis Part.H.  No provision of this Part shall prohibit any public waterworks district from performingessential repair and maintenance necessary to maintain normal operations at facilities located on anincluded river or stream, if such facilities were in operation at the time of such river or stream'sinclusion into the Natural and Scenic Rivers system.I.(1)  Notwithstanding other provisions of R.S. 56:1853, snagging operations for drainagepurposes in Bayou Chinchuba may be permitted by the department.  Any such permit shall be issuedin accordance with the requirements and procedures provided for in R.S. 56:1849.  The departmentshall also consider the impact that the method of snagging and the type of equipment, proposed tobe used by the applicant, may have on the natural and scenic characteristics and qualities of thebayou.(2)  No provision of this Chapter shall prohibit the construction of any bridge across the BayouChinchuba.(3)  Except for the prohibition on channelization and channel realignment provided for by R.S.56:1853, the provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to those portions of Bayou Chinchuba thatflow through lands subject to a conservation easement or servitude with a national or state, nonprofitmembership land conservation organization which preserves the natural and scenic characteristicsand qualities of the bayou in a manner consistent with the purposes and standards of this Subsectionand restricts the harvesting of timber in accordance with the restrictions provided for in R.S.56:1854.(4)  Any water quality requirements and water degradation standards pertaining to BayouChinchuba which may be required by this Chapter shall not be any more stringent than those whichwere required for Bayou Chinchuba on January 1, 1993.(5)  For any portion of Bayou Chinchuba in which the bayou has disbursed and lost its channel,the bayou shall be defined by the department to be no wider than the average width of the bayou thatis outside of the portion that has disbursed and lost its channel.  In such portions of the bayou, thosewaters lying outside of the areas defined by the department shall not be considered to be within anatural and scenic river for the purposes of this Chapter.J. Notwithstanding other provisions of R.S. 56:1853, snagging and dredging operations fordrainage purposes in the Tangipahoa River, from the Interstate 12 crossing to its entrance into LakePontchartrain, may be permitted by the department.  Any such permit shall be issued in accordancewith the requirements and procedures provided for in R.S. 56:1849.  The department shall also
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consider the impact that the method of snagging and the type of equipment, proposed to be used bythe applicant, may have on the natural and scenic characteristics and qualities of the river.K.  Notwithstanding any provisions of law or administrative rule to the contrary, no provisionof this Part shall be applicable to those tracts of land located along the banks of the Tchefuncte Riverbetween Louisiana Highway No. 22 and Lake Pontchartrain which possess a commercial zoningclassification granted by the appropriate local government zoning authority, nor shall the provisionsof this Part be applicable to tracts of land located along the banks of such sections of the TchefuncteRiver and situated between and in the same ownership as tracts of land which possess a commercialzoning classification granted by the appropriate local government zoning authority.L.  No provision of this Part shall prohibit or require a scenic stream permit for any activityperformed under an official state and federal remediation and restoration plan developed for BayouTrepagnier, when such work is required for the removal, treatment, or isolation of contaminatedsediments within or adjacent to Bayou Trepagnier.M.(1)  Notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 56:1856(B)(2), the department shall permit theconstruction of flood control projects on Bayou Manchac that include replacing the structures atAlligator Bayou and Frog Bayou; providing a structure for constricting the backwater flow in BayouManchac; constructing, elevating, or protecting the road along the south side of Bayou Manchac inthe vicinity of and to the west of the Alligator and Frog Bayou water control structures; or anyrealignment of the lower portion of Ward Creek that flows into Bayou Manchac.(2)  Notwithstanding other provisions of R.S. 56:1853, snagging and dredging operations fordrainage purposes in Bayou Manchac shall be permitted by the  department.  Any such permit shallbe issued in accordance with the requirements and procedures provided for in R.S. 56:1849.(3)  No provision in this Chapter shall prohibit the construction of any bridge across BayouManchac.N.  Notwithstanding any other provision of R.S. 56:1853 to the contrary, on that portion ofBayou Liberty in St. Tammany Parish which lies to the north of Interstate 12, the removal ofaccumulated siltation and channel realignment activities for the purpose of restoring naturalsinuosity may be permitted by the department.  Any such permit shall be issued in accordance withthe requirements and procedures provided in R.S. 56:1849.  When issuing such permit, thedepartment shall also examine the impact that the method of such work and the type of equipmentproposed to be used by the applicant may have on the natural and scenic characteristics and qualitiesof the bayou.Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988; Acts 1990, No. 310, §2, eff. July 8, 1990; Acts 1990, No. 311,§2, eff. July 8, 1990; Acts 1991, No. 399, §1, eff. July 10, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 190, §1; Acts 1993, No. 437,§1, eff. June 19, 1993; Acts 1993, No. 1039, §1; Acts 1999, No. 491, §1; Acts 1999, No. 823, §1; Acts 1999,No. 1142, §3; Acts 1999, No. 1269, §4; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 54, §1; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 80,§1; Acts 2002, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 66, §1; Acts 2004, No. 50, §1, eff. May 21, 2004; Acts 2004, No. 453, §1; Acts2009, No. 370, §1; Acts 2010, No. 406, §1.§1856.  Historic and scenic rivers A.  The provisions of this Part shall be applicable to those historic and scenic rivers designatedbelow and full consideration shall be given to the detrimental effect of any proposed action upon thehistoric and scenic character thereof, as well as the benefits of the proposed use.B.  The following are designated as historic and scenic rivers:(1)  Bayou St. John within the boundaries of Orleans Parish.(2)  Bayou Manchac - From the Amite River to the Mississippi River.Acts 1982, No. 267, §1; Acts 1988, No. 947, §1, eff. July 27, 1988; Acts 2009, No. 370, §1.
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PART III.  LOUISIANA NATURAL AREAS REGISTRY§1861.  Short titleThis Part shall be known as and may be cited as the "Louisiana Natural Areas Registry." Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.§1862.  Legislative findings and purposeA.  The legislature finds and declares that there is a need for additional organized, accessibleinformation to identify and make known the types and locations of plant and animal life, geologicalareas, and other natural areas in this state, and that a system of protection and management of theseareas should be implemented and maintained through a procedure of voluntary action by the ownersof the property on which these areas may be located.  B.  The legislature states that the purpose of this Part is to establish a registration procedure bywhich owners of natural areas may voluntarily agree to manage and protect the areas according torules set forth by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and to establish a procedure by which theowners of natural areas may voluntarily agree to convey any or all of their right, title, and interestin such property to the state to be managed and protected by the Department of Wildlife andFisheries for the people of Louisiana.  Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.§1863.  DefinitionsFor the purposes of this Part, the following words shall have the meaning ascribed herein unlessthe context shall otherwise require: (1)  "Dedicate" shall mean the transfer to the department of any real right or interest in anynatural area to be held for the people of Louisiana in a manner consistent with the provisions, intent,and purposes of this Part.(2)  "Department" shall mean the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  (3)  "Natural area" shall mean an area of land, water, or air, or combination thereof, whichcontains an element of the state's natural diversity, including, but not limited to, individual plant oranimal life, natural geological areas, unique natural communities, habitats of endangered orthreatened species, ecosystems, or any other area of unique ecological, scientific or educationalinterest.  (4)  "Natural area preserve" shall mean a natural area which is voluntarily dedicated.  (5)  "Register" shall mean the written or oral agreement between the owner of a natural area andthe department for designation of the natural area and for its placement on the register of naturalareas by voluntary agreement between the owner of the natural area and the department.  Theregistration of a natural area does not constitute a dedication of the property.(6)  "Register of natural areas" shall mean a listing of natural areas which are being managed bythe owner of the natural area according to the rules and regulations of the department.  Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.§1864.  Powers and duties of departmentThe department shall have the following powers and duties: (1)  To utilize inventory data compiled by the Louisiana Natural Heritage Program of theDepartment of Wildlife and Fisheries concerning the natural areas of the state.  (2)  To accept on behalf of the people of Louisiana any right, title, or interest to any natural area.(3)  To establish and maintain a register of natural areas.  
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(4)  To enter into agreements to register natural areas.  (5)  To enter into agreements to provide for the department to have a first option to purchase anynatural area.  (6)  To select natural areas for placement on the register of natural areas or for dedication as anatural area preserve, or both.  (7)  To provide for the management and preservation of natural area preserves in accordancewith the provisions set forth in the dedication which establish the natural area as a natural areapreserve.  (8)  To cooperate with any agency of the United States, the state of Louisiana and any otherstate, any political subdivision of this state and with private persons or organizations to implementthe provisions of this Part.  (9)  To discharge any other duty or action necessary to implement the provisions of this Part. Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.§1865.  Register of natural areas The department shall publish and revise at least annually a register of natural areas.  Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.§1866.  Registration of natural areas A.(1)  The owner of any natural area may, if the department so agrees, register the natural areaby entering into a voluntary oral or written agreement with the department for the owner to manageand protect the natural area according to the rules and regulations promulgated by the department.If the owner agrees to register the area, he shall be given a certificate of registration and shall becommitted to manage the area according to the terms of the agreement with the department.  (2)  The agreement may be terminated by either party after thirty days written notice.  Theowner, upon termination, shall surrender the certificate.  Any first option to purchase the departmentmay have entered into shall remain with the department unless the department shall relinquish theoption in writing.B.  Any property acquired by the department or any other agency of the state or politicalsubdivision thereof pursuant to any other authority in law may be registered according to theprovisions of this Part. Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.§1867.  Dedication of natural areas A.  The owner of any natural area may dedicate that area as a natural area preserve by executingwith the department an act transferring such portion of the owner's interest in the property as agreedupon by the owner and the department to the department for the people of Louisiana.  B.  The department may acquire any natural area by donation, purchase, exchange, devise, orbequest.  C.  The department may dedicate any property owned by the department as a natural areapreserve by filing and recording an act subjecting the property to the provisions of this Part in theoffice of the clerk of court in the parish which any or all of the area is located.  D.  The property dedicated pursuant to this Part shall be subject to the rules and regulations ofthe department which: (1)  Require the protection, preservation, management, custody, and use of the natural areapreserve in a manner consistent with the intent and purposes of this Part.  
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(2)  Define the rights and privileges of the owner and the department.(3)  Provide for such other provisions as the owner or department shall deem necessary todischarge the provisions of this Part or to complete the transfer.  E.  The department shall agree to no such acts which do not provide for the protection,preservation, and management of the natural area in a manner consistent with the intent and purposesof this Part.  F.  The department shall be the agency of the state of Louisiana primarily responsible foracquisition of natural area preserves, but no provision of this Part shall be construed to limit thedepartment's authority to acquire other property.  Any property acquired by the department or anyother agency of the state or political subdivision thereof pursuant to any other authority in law maybe dedicated according to the provision of this Part.  G.  No provision of this Part shall be construed to limit the authority of any other agency toacquire and dedicate natural areas according to the provisions of this Part.  H.  No property dedicated pursuant to this Part may be transferred or assigned by the departmentor any successor in title unless it is subject to the provisions of this Part and any act which requiresthe management and preservation of the property in accordance with the intent and purpose of thisPart.  Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.§1868.  Management, protection and inspection of natural area preserves A.  A natural area preserve is held in trust by the state of Louisiana for present and futuregenerations and shall be managed and protected according to the rules and regulations set forth bythe department.  A natural area preserve is hereby declared to be at the highest, best, and mostimportant use for the public.  B.  The department shall inspect or provide for the inspection at least annually of each naturalarea preserve to ensure that the provisions of this Part and the terms of the transfer or dedication arebeing followed.  Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.§1869.  Rules and regulations The department shall adopt rules and regulations to implement the provisions of this Part inaccordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq.  Acts 1987, No. 324, §1, eff. July 6, 1987.
PART IV.  THREATENED AND ENDANGEREDSPECIES CONSERVATION§1901.  Legislative findings and declarations The Louisiana Legislature finds: A.  That it is the policy of this state to conserve species of wildlife for human enjoyment, forscientific purposes, and to insure their perpetuation as viable components of this state's economicand ecologic systems; B.  That species of wildlife normally occurring within this state which may be found to bethreatened or endangered within the state should be accorded such protection as is necessary tomaintain and to enhance their numbers; 
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C.  That the state should assist in the protection of species of wildlife which are determined tobe "threatened" or "endangered" elsewhere pursuant to the Federal Endangered Species Act, asconcurred in by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, by prohibiting the taking,possession, transportation, exportation from the state, processing, sale, or offer for sale or shipmentwithin this state of such endangered species, or by carefully regulating such activities with regardto such species.  Exceptions to such prohibitions, for the purpose of enhancing the conservation ofsuch species, may be permitted as set forth elsewhere in this Part; and D.  That funding for the conservation of threatened or endangered species may be made availableto the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries annually by appropriations from the generalfund of the state.  Additionally, sources other than those normally used by the department to supportits present wildlife programs may be utilized, and to that extent the department may enter intocooperative agreements with the proper authorities of the government of the United States, issue andpromote the sale of "Endangered Species" stamps or utilize such other methods as are deemedappropriate to accomplish the purposes of this Part.  Acts 1974, No.473, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.§1902.  Definitions For the purpose of this Part: (1)  "Threatened or endangered species" shall mean any species of wildlife determined by thesecretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries or by the secretary of the Interior of the UnitedStates with concurrence by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to be of a class that requiresprotective regulation to prevent its extinction or the destruction or deterioration of its economicusefulness within this state, presently or in the foreseeable future.  (2)  "Wildlife" shall mean all species of wild vertebrates, and invertebrates.  Added by Acts 1974, No. 473, §1.  Amended by Acts 1980, No. 595, §1; Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.§1903.  Conservation, study, regulation; authority A.  The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to conserve residentspecies of wildlife, and those species determined to be threatened or endangered by the secretary andthe secretary of the Interior of the United States, and to formulate conservation programs and plans,to be submitted to the secretary of Interior for review.  B.  The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is authorized to conduct investigationson resident wildlife in order to develop information relating to populations, distribution, habitatneeds, limiting factors and other biological, economic, and ecological data to determine conservationmeasures necessary for their continued ability to sustain themselves successfully.  On the basis ofsuch determinations the commission may issue regulations designed to assist the continued abilityof wildlife deemed in need of conservation to perpetuate themselves successfully.  The departmentmay conduct ongoing investigations of wildlife and the commission may from time to time amendsuch regulations. C.  The commission may establish such programs, including acquisition of land or aquatichabitat or interests therein, as are deemed necessary for the conservation of threatened or endangeredspecies of wildlife.  The commission may utilize all vested authority except the power ofexpropriation to carry out the purposes of this Part.  Added by Acts 1974, No. 473, §1; Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.
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§1904.  Threatened or endangered species, determination; notice; lists; regulations A.  Any species of wildlife determined by the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlifeand Fisheries to be an endangered or threatened species pursuant to the Federal Endangered SpeciesAct shall be deemed to be an endangered or threatened species under the provisions of this Part.B.  In addition to the species deemed to be endangered or threatened pursuant to the FederalEndangered Species Act, the commission may by regulation determine whether any species ofwildlife occurring within this state is an endangered or threatened species because of any of thefollowing factors: (1)  The present or threatened destruction, modification or curtailment of its habitat or range;(2)  overutilization for commercial, sporting, scientific, educational or other purposes; (3)  disease or predation; (4)  the inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms; or (5)  other natural or man-made factors affecting its continued existence within this state.C.  The secretary may make determinations required by Subsection B of this Section on the basisof the best scientific, commercial, and other data available to it and after consultation, as appropriate,with federal agencies, other interested state agencies, other states having a common interest in thespecies, and interested persons and organizations.  The secretary may not add a species to norremove a species from any list published pursuant to Subsection D of this Section unless he has first:(1)  Published a notice of such proposed action in conformity with the provisions of theLouisiana Administrative Procedure Act as contained in R.S. 49:951 through R.S. 49:966, asamended.(2)  Allowed at least thirty days following publication for comment from the public and otherinterested parties; however, that in cases where the department determines that an emergencysituation exists involving the continued existence of such species as a viable component of the state'swildlife the department may add species to such lists provided it has published a public notice thatsuch an emergency situation exists together with a summary of facts which support suchdetermination.In determining whether any species of wildlife is an endangered species or a threatened species,the department shall take into consideration those actions, if any, being carried out or about to becarried out by the federal government, by other states, by other agencies of this state or politicalsubdivisions thereof, or by any other person which may affect the species under consideration.D.  The commission may issue regulations containing a list of all species of wildlife occurringwithin this state which are determined in accordance with Subsections A through C of this Sectionto be an endangered or threatened species.  Each list shall refer to the species contained therein byscientific and common name or names, if any, and shall specify with respect to each such speciesover what portion of its range it is endangered or threatened.Except with respect to species of wildlife determined to be endangered or threatened pursuantto the Federal Endangered Species Act, the commission may upon the petition of an interestedperson conduct a review of any listed or unlisted species proposed to be removed from or added tothe lists published pursuant to this Subsection, but only if it makes and publishes a public notice thatsuch person has presented substantial evidence which warrants such a review.E.  Whenever any species of wildlife is listed as a threatened or endangered species pursuant toSubsection D of this section, the commission shall issue such regulations as it deems necessary andadvisable to provide for the conservation of such species.  The commission may, by regulation,
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prohibit with respect to any threatened species of wildlife any act prohibited under Subsection F ofthis section.F.(1)  With respect to any endangered species of wildlife, it is unlawful, except as provided inSubsection G of this section, for any person subject to the jurisdiction of this state to: (a)  Export any such species from this state; (b)  Take any such species within this state; (c)  Possess, process, sell or offer for sale, deliver, carry, transport or ship, by any meanswhatsoever, any such species; (d)  Violate any regulation pertaining to the conservation of such species of wildlife listedpursuant to this section and promulgated by the commission pursuant to authority provided by thisPart.(2)  Provided that any endangered species of wildlife which enters this state from another stateor from a point outside the territorial limits of the United States and which is being transported toa point within or beyond this state may be so entered and transported without restriction inaccordance with the terms of any federal permit or permit issued under the laws or regulations ofanother state.G.  The department may issue permits under such terms and conditions as it may prescribepertaining to any act otherwise prohibited by Subsection F of this Section for scientific purposes,regulated taking, or to enhance the propagation or survival of the affected species.H.  Any law, regulation or ordinance of any political subdivision of this state which applies withrespect to the taking, importation, exportation, possession, sale or offer for sale, processing, delivery,carrying, transportation or shipment of species determined to be endangered species or threatenedspecies pursuant to this Part is void to the extent that it may effectively (1) permit what is prohibitedby this Part or by any regulation which implements this Part, or (2) prohibit what is authorizedpursuant to an exemption or permit provided for in this Part or in any regulation which implementsthis Part.  This Part shall not otherwise be construed to void any law, regulation or ordinance of anypolitical subdivision of this state which is intended to conserve wildlife.Added by Acts 1974, No. 473, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 736, §1.§1905.  Retroactivity; importation None of the provisions of this Part shall be construed to apply retroactively or to prohibitimportation into the state of wildlife which may be lawfully imported into the United States orlawfully taken and removed from another state or to prohibit entry into this state or the possession,transportation, exportation, processing, sale or offer for sale or shipment of any wildlife which hasbeen determined to be an endangered or threatened species in this state but not in the state whereoriginally taken if the person engaging in such activity demonstrates by substantial evidence thatsuch wildlife was lawfully taken and lawfully removed from such state.  Provided, however, that thissection shall not be construed to permit the possession, transportation, exportation, processing, saleor offer for sale or shipment within this state of species of wildlife determined, pursuant to theFederal Endangered Species Act to be an endangered or threatened species, except as permitted bySubsection G of Section 1904 of this Part.  Added by Acts 1974, No. 473, §1.  §1906.  Endangered species stamps A.  In addition to other methods of funding available for implementation of this Part thecommission is authorized to issue and promote the sale to the general public of "endangered species"
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stamps, which shall be commemorative stamps, and which shall be limited to a maximum price often dollars for each stamp purchased.  B.  Proceeds from the sale of these stamps shall be transmitted to the state treasurer who shalldeposit the funds in a special account to be designated as the "endangered species fund", and whichfunds shall be used in addition to any other monies available for implementation of this Part.  Added by Acts 1974, No. 473, §1.  §1907.  Penalties and enforcement A.  Violation of the provisions of R.S. 56:1904(C) or any regulations issued pursuant theretoconstitutes a class four violation.  B.  Violation of the provisions of R.S. 56:1904(F), or any regulations issued pursuant to R.S.56:1904(E), or failure to procure any permit required by R.S. 56:1904(G), or violation of the termsof any such permit constitutes a class six violation.  Added by Acts 1974, No. 473, §1.  Amended by Acts 1981, No. 837, §3.  PART V.  WILDLIFE HABITAT AND NATURAL HERITAGE TRUST §1921.  Findings, policy, and purposes The Legislature of Louisiana finds that Louisiana is endowed with a diversity of natural areashaving unique ecological systems, plant and animal life, geological formations, wildlife habitats, andscenic beauty that are not found in other parts of the United States.  It is hereby declared andestablished as the policy of Louisiana and the purpose of this Part that these natural areas beconserved, protected and enhanced for the benefit of our citizens and future generations.  Infurtherance of this policy and to implement the provisions of Article IX, Section 1 of the LouisianaConstitution, there is hereby established the Wildlife Habitat and Natural Heritage Trust for thepurpose of acquiring and properly managing such natural areas in Louisiana. Acts 1988, No. 492, §1, eff. July 9, 1988.  §1922.  Acquisition of land A.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries may acquire land by purchase,exchange, gift or otherwise for additions to the state's portfolio of natural lands, state parks, stateforests and wildlife and fishery management areas or because such areas exhibit other importantfeatures of the natural landscape that are of interest to the state.  In determining whether sites shallbe acquired, the secretary shall consider whether the site is: (1)  Identified as having high priority recreation, forestry, fishery, wildlife or conservation value.(2)  A prime natural feature of the Louisiana landscape, such as a major river, stream, or bayou,its tributaries and watershed, an island or coastal wetland, a significant littoral, estuarine, or aquaticsite or any other important geologic feature.  (3)  A habitat for native plant or animal species which may be threatened or endangered.  (4)  An example of a native ecological community.  (5)  Environmentally significant and is threatened with conversion to incompatible orecologically irreversible uses.  (6)  Adjacent to a natural and scenic river, stream, or bayou.  
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B.  Prior to its acquisition each site shall be evaluated by the department to determine ifthreatened or endangered species inhabit or use the site or to determine if the site is of specialecological quality or has other outstanding natural values as a community of living things.  Acts 1988, No. 492, §1, eff. July 9, 1988.  §1923.  Wildlife Habitat and Natural Heritage Trust A.  There is hereby established within the treasury a special fund to be known as the "WildlifeHabitat and Natural Heritage Trust", hereinafter referred to as the "trust", the funds of which maybe used solely for the purposes of this Part.  The secretary of the Department of Wildlife andFisheries may use the funds deposited to the trust for the purpose of acquiring and managing landspursuant to this Part.  The secretary may accept funds from any source including public and privatedonations and grants which are to be deposited into the trust.  B.  Monies in the trust shall be invested as provided by law.  All interest earned on investmentof monies in the fund shall be deposited in and credited to the trust.  The monies in the trust shallbe used solely in accordance with the terms and conditions of the trust and only in the amountsappropriated each year by the legislature.  At the end of each fiscal year, all unexpended andunencumbered monies in the trust shall remain in the trust.  Acts 1989, No. 290, §1.  §1924.  Repealed by Acts 2001, No. 1185, §8, eff. July 1, 2001.§1925.  Management A.  The secretary shall develop a management plan for each site acquired pursuant to this Part.The plan shall identify the significant resources to be conserved consistent with the purposes of thisPart and identify the areas with potential for primitive recreation and educational uses.  The planshall specify what types of management activities will be permitted, consistent with the conservationpurposes of this Part.  The secretary shall make such plans available for review and comment by thepublic and other state, tribal, and local agencies.  The department may hold a public hearing in thevicinity of the site in order to receive the comments.B.  The secretary is authorized to administer lands acquired pursuant to this Part and may enterinto management agreements for these areas with other state agencies and local governments, andnational, nonprofit membership land conservation organization, pursuant to R.S. 56:1831, when suchagreements are consistent with the purposes of this Part and the site management plan.  Any moneysderived from the management of these lands or the exploitation of their resources shall be depositedin the Stewardship Account.  Acts 1988, No. 492, §1, eff. July 9, 1988.  CHAPTER 9.  HISTORIC ROADS AND SCENIC PARKWAYSPART I.  THE COTE JOYEUSE (THE JOYOUS COAST)§1941.  Purpose The purpose of this Part is to designate the official route of the Cote Joyeuse, and to designatethe Cote Joyeuse as an historic road.  It is the intention of the legislature to commemorate this area,through which runs the Cote Joyeuse, as the main route used by nineteenth century planters, theirfamilies, and travelers to and from Natchitoches and surrounding points whether by land or water,and also used by steamboats at landings at each plantation.  Acts 1989, No. 467, §1.  
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§1942.  Definitions As used in this Part, "Cote Joyeuse (Joyous Coast)" means the corridor or road extending fromsouth of the present site of Fort St. Jean Baptiste on either side of the Cane River to the vicinity ofCloutierville, Louisiana.  Acts 1989, No. 467, §1.§1943.  Route of Cote JoyeuseThe route composing the Cote Joyeuse, which is to be used as a route for the enjoyment oftourists of the Cote Joyeuse area, shall consist of the following:(1)  Enter the corridor at the bend of Cane River Lake at Highway 1223 (also known as RapidesDrive or Mill Street) at the site of Fort St. Jean Baptiste State Historic Site, heading south.(2)  Cross the railroad track to Woodyard Drive (also known as Fish Hatchery Road), whichintersects Highway 1 south and head east.(3)  At the intersection of Highway 494 and Woodyard Drive, turn right (at home of MaryCloutier Fulton) and continue.(4)(a)  Turn left at Bermuda Bridge from Highway 494, then right on Highway 119 and continueto the intersection of Highway 119 and Highway 493.  At the intersection, turn left to MelrosePlantation and continue on Highway 119 to Derry, ending at Highway 1, or turn right to Cane RiverBridge and St. Augustine Church, ending at Highway 1.(b)  At the Bermuda Bridge, instead of crossing, stay on Highway 494 until it intersects withHighway 484, and continue until it intersects with Highway 493 at St. Augustine Church andcontinue to Highway 1.(5)  Follow Highway 1 south to Cloutierville, and turn left on Highway 495 across the CaneRiver Bridge, past Bayou Folk Museum and continue in a circle back to Highway 1.(6)(a)  Enter from the intersection of Highway 1 south and Keyser Avenue and continue east onHighway 494 until crossing Pratt's Bridge, near Pointe Place.  Turn left and continue to theintersection of Woodyard Drive and Highway 494 (described in Subsections 3 and 4 of this Section).(b)  At Pratt's Bridge, instead of crossing, turn left and follow Bermuda Road (Parish Road),where it circles and reaches the foot of Bermuda Bridge.Acts 1989, No. 467, §1; Acts 1999, No. 709, §3.PART II.  THE HIGHLAND ROAD§1946.  Highland Road; designation The purpose of this Part is to designate the Highland Road in East Baton Rouge Parish as anhistoric road and scenic parkway.  It is the intention of the legislature to commemorate the area, onceknown as the Dutch Highlands, through which runs the Highland Road, as an area settled underSpanish rule, in what was then West Florida, by settlers of predominantly German ancestry,beginning in 1785; being an area bounded on its southerly side by Bayou Fountain; being the firsthigh land along the Mississippi River north of the Gulf of Mexico, which was developed as farmland and plantations; through which the winding, scenic Highland Road began over two hundredyears ago to connect the homes of the early settlers with each other, and to provide access to thevillage of Baton Rouge; and along Highland Road there have endured to the present time homes builtlate in the eighteenth century and early in the nineteenth century in the distinctive Louisiana mannerof cypress half-timbers and bousillage; and which has retained much of its pastoral beauty andresidential character.  Acts 1989, No. 467, §1.
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§1947.  Definitions As used in this Part, the "Highland Road" means the road extending, on its northerly terminus,from South Boulevard in Baton Rouge to the road's point of junction with Jefferson Highway at thesoutherly terminus of the road, all of which is designated an historic road.  The portion of theHighland Road extending from the north gate of Louisiana State University to the point of junctionwith Jefferson Highway is designated a scenic parkway.  Acts 1989, No. 467, §1.  
PART III.  LOUISIANA BYWAYS§1948.1.  PurposeThe promotion of the tourism industry and the creation of business development opportunitiesin the state of Louisiana are significant factors in the overall economic development of the state.The Louisiana Byways Program is established to designate and develop educational, historical,recreational, cultural, natural, and scenic routes along Louisiana's highways.  The Louisiana BywaysProgram is not intended to, and specifically does not, restrict the powers of local governments toregulate land uses along highways designated as Louisiana Byways nor the rights of private personsto develop, construct, and use real property and structures adjacent to such highways.Acts 1991, No. 588, §1; Acts 2003, No. 999, §2.§1948.2.  Definitions A  "Louisiana Byway" is defined as a state or local road designated by the state of Louisianawhich represents the best the state has to offer as a recreational and educational experience tovisitors desiring to view natural and man-made scenic resources, to experience the culture of thestate, or to understand the history of the state.  Acts 1991, No. 588, §1.  §1948.3.  CriteriaThe Department of Transportation and Development shall approve a byway route.  To bedesignated as a Louisiana Byway, a road shall be evaluated as to its compliance with all of thefollowing criteria:(1)  Potential to draw a large number of people off the principal arterial.(2)  Effectiveness of route to appeal to a varied audience.(3)  Close proximity of recreation opportunities to designated byway.(4)  An established corridor management plan.(5)  Extent of local commitment to make byway successful.(6)  At least two significant intrinsic qualities with educational, historical, recreational, cultural,natural, or archeological value.(7)  Frequency of special events and festivals along the byway route.(8)  Opportunities to further develop tourist attractions along the designated byway route.(9)  Adequate accommodations along the byway route.Acts 1991, No. 588, §1; Acts 2003, No. 999, §2.
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§1948.4.  Regional development; legislative committee approvalA.  Any byway suggested to be included in the Louisiana Byways Program shall:(1)  Meet the criteria provided for in R.S. 56:1948.3.  However, any district may developadditional criteria specific to its area to determine potential byway routes.(2)  Have approval of Louisiana Byways Commission within the Department of Culture,Recreation and Tourism.(3)  Have approval of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism.(4)  Have approval of the Department of Transportation and Development based upon theadequacy and safety of the proposed routes to meet the needs of the increased volume and varietyof traffic on the byway.B.  After approval by the Louisiana Byways Commission, the Department of Culture, Recreationand Tourism, and the Department of Transportation and Development, a proposed byway shall bepresented to the House and Senate Committees on Transportation, Highways and Public Works bythe recommending agent and shall be approved by a majority of the members of each committeeprior to its inclusion in the Louisiana Byway Program.C.  The Department of Transportation and Development shall maintain and update, on a regularbasis,  a listing of the Louisiana Byways approved by the House and Senate Committees onTransportation, Highways and Public Works.Acts 1991, No. 588, §1; Acts 2003, No. 999, §2.§1948.5.  Louisiana Byways designationsThe following highways and sections of highways are hereby designated as Louisiana Byways:(1)  LA 1 from Labadieville in Assumption Parish north to the north end of Pointe CoupeeParish.(2)  LA 10 from the east boundary of Pearl River in Washington Parish west to New Roads inPointe Coupee Parish.(3)  LA 21 from US 190 in St. Tammany Parish north to LA 10 in Washington Parish.(4)  LA 22 from US 190 in St. Tammany Parish west to LA 44 in Ascension Parish.(5)  LA 30 from I-10 in East Baton Rouge Parish southeast to LA 44 in Ascension Parish.(6)  LA 43 from LA 22 in Livingston Parish north to LA 10 in St. Helena Parish.(7)  LA 44 from LA 30 in Ascension Parish south to LA 70 in St. James Parish.(8)  LA 70 from LA 44 in St. James Parish west to LA 1 in Assumption Parish.(9)  LA 77 from US 190 in Pointe Coupee Parish to LA 1 in Iberville Parish.(10)  LA 78 from US 190 in Pointe Coupee Parish north to LA 1 in Pointe Coupee Parish.(11)  LA 308 from Labadieville in Assumption Parish north to LA 70 in Assumption Parish.(12)  LA 433 from I-10 in St. Tammany Parish northwest to US 11 in St. Tammany Parish.(13)  US 11 from LA 433 in St. Tammany Parish north to US 190 in St. Tammany Parish.(14)  US 51 from LA 38 in Tangipahoa Parish south to LA 10 in Tangipahoa Parish.(15)  US 51 from LA 10 at Arcola in Tangipahoa Parish north to LA 10 intersection at Flukerin Tangipahoa Parish.(16)  US 61 at the Mississippi state line in West Feliciana Parish south to US 190 in East BatonRouge Parish.
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(17)  US 190 from US 11 in St. Tammany Parish west to LA 21 in St. Tammany Parish.(18)  US 190 from LA 1 at Port Allen in West Baton Rouge Parish west to LA 1 in PointeCoupee Parish.(19)  US 190 and US 61 Business from US 61 in East Baton Rouge Parish south to LA 30 in EastBaton Rouge Parish.(20)  The Jean Lafitte Scenic Byway: LA 82 east from Grand Chenier to Abbeville; LA 167 fromAbbeville to US 90 in Lafayette; LA 14 west from New Iberia to Holmwood; and LA 27 south fromHolmwood to Creole.  LA 182 south from US 167 in Lafayette to the intersection of LA 182 withLA 89 in Lafayette; LA 182 south from LA 89 in Lafayette to LA 14 in New Iberia.(21)  The Mississippi River Road, east bank, from within Jefferson Parish west to East BatonRouge Parish, which includes the following:(a)  LA 48 at LA 49 from Kenner in Jefferson Parish west to LA 628 at the St. John the BaptistParish line.(b)  LA 628 in St. John the Baptist Parish west to LA 44 in LaPlace, extending west on LA 44to the junction of LA 942 in Burnside, Ascension Parish.(c)  LA 942 in Burnside west to LA 75 in Darrow, Ascension Parish.(22)  The Mississippi River Road, west bank, from within Jefferson Parish west to IbervilleParish, which includes the following highways and sections of highways LA 18 from the Huey LongBridge in Bridge City, Jefferson Parish west to LA 1 in Donaldsonville in Ascension Parish.(23)  LA 49 in Kenner at junction of US 61 north to Veterans Memorial Boulevard, then westto Loyola Drive, then north to Jefferson Parish Tourist Information Center on I-10.(24)  US 51 north from LA 44 to the Tangipahoa Parish line.(25)  LA 643 east from the St. James Parish line to Lac des Allemands.(26)  Main Street, Garyville National Historic District north from LA 44 to Railroad Avenue,Garyville.(27)  LA 644 east from LA 20 in South Vacherie to the St. John the Baptist Parish line.(28)  LA 20 south from LA 641 to the Lutcher-Vacherie Ferry then south to the Lafourche Parishline.(29)  LA 641 north from LA 44 to junction of I-10.(30)  LA 70 north from the St. James Parish line to LA 22.(31)  LA 22 north from LA 44 to I-10.(32)  LA 44 north from LA 942 to I-10.(33)  LA 3251 north from LA 75 to LA 30.(34)  LA 1 from Labadieville in Assumption Parish south to Grand Isle in Jefferson Parish.(35)  LA 24 from Thibodaux in Lafourche Parish to Larose in Lafourche Parish.(36)  Repealed by Acts 2003, No. 287, §2.(37)  LA 307 from LA 20 in Lafourche Parish south to LA 3199 in Lafourche Parish.(38)  LA 56 from US 90 in Terrebonne Parish south to Cocodrie in Terrebonne Parish.(39), (40)  Repealed by Acts 2003, No. 287, §2.
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(41)  LA 308 from Labadieville in Assumption Parish south to Golden Meadow in LafourcheParish.(42), (43)  Repealed by Acts 2003, No. 287, §2.(44)  LA 311 from LA 24 in Terrebonne Parish south to US 90 in Terrebonne Parish.(45)  Repealed by Acts 2003, No. 287, §2.(46)  Louisiana Highway 93 from Grand Coteau in St. Landry Parish west to Sunset in St.Landry Parish; from Sunset south th rough Scott in Lafayette Parish to the Acadian Village at theintersection of Ambassador Caffery Parkway in Lafayette Parish.(47)  Louisiana Highway 27 beginning at Sulphur in Calcasieu Parish, south to Hollybeach inCameron Parish at the junction with Louisiana Highway 82; Louisiana Highway 82 west to theTexas state line, and east to Louisiana Highway 27/82 to Creole, south on Louisiana Highway 27to Oak Grove, east on Louisiana Highway 82 to the Vermilion Parish line; Louisiana Highway 385south beginning at the intersection of McNeese Street in Calcasieu Parish to Louisiana Highway 384proceeding east to Louisiana Highway 27 and proceeding south on Louisiana Highway 27 to Creole.(48)  The Louisiana's Promised Land Bayou/Basin Route to Our Cultural Roots:(a)  LA 686 beginning in the town of Arnaudville at the St. Landry-St. Martin Parish line, thencefollowing LA 686 along said parish line in an easterly direction, thence continuing on LA 686 in asoutherly direction to its intersection with LA 347 and LA 678 east of the community of Cecilia andnorth of I-10 in St. Martin Parish.(b)  LA 347 beginning with its intersection with LA 686 and LA 678 north of I-10 and east ofthe community of Cecilia in St. Martin Parish and following a southerly direction to its intersectionwith LA 352 south of I-10 in St. Martin Parish.(c)  LA 352 at its intersection with LA 347 south of I-10 and west of the town of Henderson,thence following LA 352 in an easterly direction to its intersection with the corporate limits of thetown of Henderson, thence continuing in a westerly direction through the town of Henderson to itsintersection with the West Atchafalaya Guide Levee Road (also referred to as Henderson LeveeRoad), in St. Martin Parish.(d)  St. Martin Parish Road referred to as West Atchafalaya Guide Levee Road (also referred toas Henderson Levee Road, Catahoula Levee Road, and Bayou Benoit Levee Road)  beginning at itsintersection with LA 352 in the town of Henderson in St. Martin Parish thence in a southerlydirection to its intersection with the St. Martin-Iberia Parish line and continuing in a southerlydirection to Lake Fausse Pointe State Park/St. Martin-Iberia Parish line.(e)  LA 96, beginning at its intersection with the West Atchafalaya Guide Levee Road in thecommunity of Catahoula in St. Martin Parish, thence in a westerly, southerly and westerly directionto the city of St. Martinville, thence continuing through the city of St. Martinville and continuing ina westerly direction to the St. Martin-Lafayette Parish line and continuing in a westerly direction toits intersection with LA 182 and U.S. 90 in Lafayette Parish.(f)  LA 31 at its intersection with the St. Martin-St. Landry Parish line in the town of Arnaudvilleat the northern boundary of St. Martin Parish, thence in a southerly direction to the city of BreauxBridge, continuing through the city of Breaux Bridge and continuing in a southerly direction throughthe village of Parks, continuing southerly to the city of St. Martinville, continuing through the cityof St. Martinville to the southern boundary of St. Martin Parish, being the St. Martin-Iberia Parishline.(g)  LA 92 from its intersection with LA 31 south of the city of St. Martinville, St. Martin Parish,following a westerly direction to its intersection with LA 182 in the community of Cade in St. MartinParish.
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(h)  LA 182 at its intersection with the Iberia-St. Martin Parish line, thence in a northwesterlydirection through the parish of St. Martin to its intersection with the St. Martin-Lafayette Parish line.(i)  LA 328 from its intersection with I-10 at the northern corporate limits of the city of BreauxBridge, St. Martin Parish, thence in a southerly direction within the city of Breaux Bridge to itsintersection with Bridge Street in the corporate limits of Breaux Bridge.(j)  Bridge Street in the corporate limits of the city of Breaux Bridge, St. Martin Parish, at itsintersection with LA 31 in an easterly direction to its intersection with LA 328.(k)  LA 94 at its intersection with LA 328 in the corporate limits of the city of Breaux Bridge,St. Martin Parish, thence in a westerly direction to the St. Martin-Lafayette Parish line.(49)  Bayou Byways:  Beginning on LA 1090 at the I-59 Pearl River exit south on LA 1090 for6.7 miles then east on LA 190 for 3.7 miles and west on LA 90 for 1.8 miles then west on LA 433for 9.4 miles back to I-10.(50)  Louisiana's Bayou Teche Scenic Byways:(a)  LA 182 from Iberia Parish Line to Adeline.(b)  LA 326 from Adeline to Baldwin.(c)  LA 182 from Baldwin to Calumet.(d)  LA 90 to Calumet to LA 182 - Patterson, Berwick.(e)  LA 90/182 from Patterson to Berwick at LA 182, from Berwick to Morgan City.(f)  LA 318 from its intersection with LA 182 to LA 83 to LA 319 to Cypremort Point.(g)  LA 317 from its intersection with LA 182 to Burns Point.(h) Connect LA 70 with its intersection with US 90 to Stephensville.(i)  Connect LA 90 from Morgan City to the Terrebonne Parish Line.(51)  Iberia Parish Bayou Browsing Scenic Byways:(a)  LA 182 from St. Mary to St. Martin Parish lines.(b)  LA 31 from St. Martin Parish/Iberia Parish line to LA 182 in New Iberia.(c)  LA 83 at its intersection with LA 14 in Iberia Parish to its intersection with LA 319.(d)  LA 86 through the village of Loreauville from LA 182 to LA 31.(e)  LA 87 from its intersection with LA 86 to the St. Mary Parish line.(f)  LA 345 at its intersection with LA 86 to LA 679, continue on LA 679 to Iberia/St. MartinParish line.(52)  Bienville Trace I:(a)  LA 2 from Union and Claiborne Parish line in the west to US 65 in the east, this route beingcalled the Bienville Trace.(b)  US 80 from the Ouachita and Lincoln Parish line in the west to the state of Mississippi inthe east.(c)  LA 4 from Jackson and Bienville Parish line in the west to its junction with LA 559,continuing on LA 559 to Enterprise in the east.(d)  LA 34 from the Endom Bridge in Monroe in the north to LA 557, from LA 557 to LA 4 atVixen, from LA 4 at Vixen to LA 849, from LA 849 to LA 126 at Holum with an extension to
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Copenhagen Historic Site, from LA 126 at Holum to the Caldwell and LaSalle Parish line in thesouth.(e)  LA 137 from the north boundary of the Rayville town limits to LA 135, from LA 135 to LA618, from LA 618 to LA 4 Winnsboro, from LA 4 Winnsboro to LA 128, from LA 128 to LA 605at Saint Joseph, from LA 605 to the state of Mississippi line in the south.(f)  LA 134 starting at LA 65 in the north to LA 17 at Epps with an extension to the PovertyPoint State Historic Site on LA 577, from LA 17 at Epps to the I-20 at Delhi in the south.(g)  LA 142 from the state of Arkansas line in the north to LA 593, from LA 593 to Collinston,from Collinston to LA 138, from LA 138 to LA 554 at Perryville in the south.(h)  US 65 from the state of Arkansas line in the north to LA 605, then on LA 605 to LA 604,then LA 604 to LA 128, then LA 128 to US 65 and continuing south on US 65 to the Mississippistate line.(53)  Bienville Trace II:(a)  LA 2 from the Texas line to the Claiborne Parish/Union Parish line this section to be namedthe Bienville Trace.(b)  LA 1 from Arkansas line south to I-220.(c) LA 3 from Arkansas line south to I-220.(d)  LA 159 from Arkansas line south to I-20.(e)  LA 9 from Arkansas line south to I-20.(54)  Jean Lafitte Scenic Byways:(a)  LA Highway 26 south beginning at I-10, Exit 64 in Jennings, south to LA 14 in Lake Arthur.(b)  LA 14 in New Iberia to LA 182.(55)  Tunica Trace Scenic Byways:  LA 66 in West Feliciana Parish from intersection with LA61 to the Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola.(56)  LA 191 from US 84 in DeSoto Parish south to the state line between Texas and SabineParish at the Toledo Bend Reservoir Dam.(57)  Myths and Legends Byway:(a)  LA 8  from the Texas/Louisiana  border eastward to its intersection with LA 111 southwardto its intersection with US 190.(b)  US 190 from the Texas/Louisiana border to the intersection of US 190.(c)  LA 112, east along LA 112 to the intersection.(d)  LA 113 in Sugartown, northeasterly from Sugartown to the intersection.(e)  LA 10 in Pitkin then southeasterly along LA 10 to the intersection with US 165 in Oakdale.(58)  LA 70 from Interstate 10 in Ascension Parish to LA 44 in St. James Parish.(59)  Louisiana Colonial Trails Scenic Byway:(a)  LA 115 from its intersection at LA 28 East (Catahoula Lake Road) south to its intersectionwith LA 107.(b)  LA 107 from its intersection with US 167 in Pineville south to Morrow.(c)  LA 451.(d)  LA 29 from its intersection with LA 115 at Bunkie to its intersection with LA 451.
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(e)  LA 124 south from Harrisonburg to its intersection with US 84 at Jonesville.(f)  LA 15 at Sicily Island south through Concordia Parish to Lettsworth; LA 8 fromHarrisonburg to Sicily Island at its intersection with LA 15.(g)  LA 8 at Jena, south and crossing Little River, with the historic and local name of ThompsonFerry Road, through Pollock to its intersection with LA 158 and LA 8 at Colfax.(h)  LA 6 from the Texas border through Many and Natchitoches to its intersection with US 84at Clarence.(i)  LA 496 (Bayou Rapides Road) from MacArthur Drive to its intersection with LA 1200 (HotWells Road); north on LA 1200 to its intersection with LA 8 in Colfax.(j)  LA 28 West from Alexandria, continuing on LA 8 (Nolan's Trace) west through Leesvilleand west on LA 8 to the Texas border.(k)  US 84/65 from the Mississippi state line at Vidalia through Winnfield to its intersection withLA 6.(l)  LA 124 from Harrisonburg to its intersection with LA 126 and LA 126 north into CaldwellParish to existing Scenic Byway of LA 126 in Caldwell Parish.(60)  Zydeco Cajun Prairie Scenic Byway:(a)  US 167 from Interstate 49 to Turkey Creek.(b)  US 167 from Turkey Creek southeast to LA 106 (Bayou Chicot).(c)  LA 3187 northwest from Pine Prairie to Crooked Creek Recreation Area.(d)  LA 13 from Turkey Creek to the northern town limits of Mamou.(e)  LA 29 from Ville Platte south to LA 95 at Chataignier.(f)  LA 29 from LA 95 south to the northern city limits of Eunice at LA 13.(g)  LA 13 from US 190 south to Oak Street in the city of Eunice.(h)  LA 13 from the southern city limits of Eunice south to the northern city limits of Crowley.(i)  LA 13 from the southern city limits of Crowley south to LA 92.(j)  LA 92 from LA 13 east to LA 35 north.(k)  LA 182 north from LA 10 to Washington.(l)  LA 10 from Washington northeast to LA 105 at Melville.(m)  US 167 east from Nuba to Interstate 49.(n)  LA 105 from LA 10 south to US 190.(o)  LA 106 east from US 167 (Bayou Chicot) to Interstate 49.(p)  LA 3042 from LA 106 south to LA 10.(q)  LA 95 from LA 13 south to LA 29 at Chataignier.(r)  US 190 from the eastern city limits of Eunice east to LA 95.(s)  LA 95 from US 190 south to the northern city limits of Church Point.(t)  LA 35 from the southern city limits of Church Point south to the northern city limits ofRayne.(u)  LA 35 from the southern city limits of Rayne south to LA 92.(v)  LA 182 from LA 10 south to the northern city limits of Opelousas.
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(w)  LA 182 from the southern city limits of Opelousas south to LA 93.(x)  LA 93 from LA 182 east to LA 31 at Arnaudville.(y)  LA 31 from Arnaudville north to LA 103 at Leonville.(z)  LA 103 from Leonville north to LA 182 at Washington.(aa)  LA 103 from Interstate 49 northwest to Grand Prairie.(bb)  LA 363 from Grand Prairie west to US 167 at Ville Platte.(61)  San Bernardo Scenic Byway:  (a)  LA 30 (old LA 46) from LA 39 (Judge Perez Drive) toLA 46 (Florissant LA).(62)  Wetlands Cultural Trail (formerly known as the Lafourche/Terrebonne Scenic Byway):(a)  LA 1 (Raceland) from a point located 1,120 feet north of Wilson Street, south to LA 655/LA 1(Raceland, south through Lockport) - Total of 9.82 miles.(63)  Cane River National Heritage Trail Scenic Byway:(a)  LA 6 beginning at the Washington Front Street to the intersection of Pavie Street and oneblock south of the intersection of LA 1.(b)  East on Church Street to Keyser Avenue LA 494.(c)  West on Keyser Avenue to the intersection of LA 119.(d)  LA 119/494 to the divergence of the roads at Oakland Plantation Bridge.(e)  LA 119 until its intersection with LA 1.(f)  East at LA 1 towards Derry and continues on LA 1 to its intersection with LA 490 where theroad becomes LA1/490.(g)  LA 1/490 to Gilbraith where LA 490 turns north.(h)  LA 1 to Lena.(i)  Beginning at the Allen Exit on I-49 North of Natchitoches traveling west and south along LA485 to LA 6 and returning east to Natchitoches.Acts 1991, No. 588, §1; Acts 1992, No. 230, §1.  Acts 1993, No. 216, §1; Acts 1993, No. 221, §1; Acts1993, No. 272, §1; Acts 1995, No. 244, §1; Acts 1995, No. 741, §1; Acts 1997, No. 71, §1; Acts 1999, No. 709,§3; Acts 2003, No. 287, §§1 and 2; Acts 2010, No. 311, §1.§1948.6.  Signage; official state map designation; official logo A.  The Department of Transportation and Development may erect appropriate signs along theroute of those highways or sections of highways designated herein, indicating that these highwaysor sections of highways have been designated as Louisiana Byways.B.  The Department of Transportation and Development may identify all highways designatedherein as Louisiana Byways on any official state highway maps prepared and distributed by thedepartment.C.  The official logo of the Louisiana Byways Program shall be used as the logo to identify themore than five hundred miles designated as the original Louisiana Byways routes.  Such logo shallbe used on appropriate signage and official state highways maps to indicate those routes designatedas Louisiana Byways.Acts 1991, No. 588, §1; Acts 1992, No. 143, §1, eff. June 5, 1992; Acts 2008, No. 129, §1, eff. June 6,2008.
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§1948.7.  Exclusions from Louisiana Byway designationA.  Any section of the roads designated in this Part as a Louisiana Byway, which is adjacent toland zoned commercial or industrial or upon which is located one or more permanent structures atwhich commercial or industrial activity is conducted, shall be excluded from the scenic bywaydesignation, except for official signage, mapping, and other purposes solely to preserve systemcontinuity, unless the recommending body requests specific inclusion of such section and the Houseand Senate Committees on Transportation, Highways and Public Works, with the concurrence of thesecretaries of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism and of the Department ofTransportation and Development, finds that such section meets the criteria of R.S. 56:1948.3.B.  If, however, the Federal Highway Administration formally expresses its objection to thisprocess of automatic exclusion, and if such objection is directed to the state of Louisiana in writing,and if such objection also initiates official sanctions which would result in the loss of NationalHighway System apportionment or any past or pending grants to the state for the purpose of scenicbyways, then the exclusion in Subsection A is null and void.  The Department of Transportation andDevelopment shall notify the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism and the Senate andHouse committees on transportation, highways and public works of such action and the followingprocess shall be substituted in lieu of Subsection A of this Section:  Any section of those roads,designated in this Part as a Louisiana Byway, which is adjacent to land zoned commercial orindustrial or upon which is located one or more permanent structures at which commercial orindustrial activity is conducted, may be excluded from the scenic byway designation if arecommendation for exclusion is presented to the secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreationand Tourism.  The secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism is herebyauthorized to promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.Such rules and regulations, subject to the oversight of the House and Senate committees ontransportation, highways and public works, shall set forth the procedure which must be followed andthe criteria which must be met in order for such segments to be excluded from the Louisiana Bywayssystem.C.  Any section of the road designated as a Louisiana scenic highway, which is located in oneor more parishes with a population less than forty thousand, which is under the authority of a policejury form of government, and which includes State Highway 6, from its connection with StateHighway 171 in Many, east through Natchitoches to its intersection with State Highway 84, east tothe LaSalle Parish line, shall be excluded from the scenic byway designation.Acts 1995, No. 244, §1; Acts 1995, No. 741, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1353, §1; Acts 2003, No. 999, §2.PART III-A.  LOUISIANA BYWAYS COMMISSION§1948.11.  Creation of the Louisiana Byways Commission; jurisdiction; purposeA.  The Louisiana Byways Commission is hereby created.  The jurisdiction of the commissionshall be comprised of all territory within the state of Louisiana.B.  The purpose of the commission is to preserve, enhance, and promote special roads within theLouisiana Byways Program that offer historical, cultural, scenic, natural, archeological, recreation,and economic resources for the state.Acts 2003, No. 999, §2.§1948.12.  Board of commissionersA.(1)  The commission shall be a board of nine members as follows:(a)  The lieutenant governor or his designee.
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(b)  The secretary of the Department of Transportation and Development or his designee.(c)  The secretary of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism or his designee.(d)  The assistant secretary of the office of state parks or his designee.(e)  The assistant secretary of the office of tourism or his designee.(f)  The assistant secretary of the office of cultural development or his designee.(g)  The chairman of the House Committee on Transportation, Highways and Public Works orhis designee.(h)  The chairman of the Senate Committee on Transportation, Highways and Public Works orhis designee.(i)  The Department of Transportation and Development highway construction/maintenancemanager or his designee.(2)  The lieutenant governor or his designee shall serve as the chairman of the commission.B.  A majority of the membership of the commission shall constitute a quorum for thetransaction of business.C.  The commission shall prescribe rules to govern the scheduling and conduct of its meetings.D.  The commission may appoint a Louisiana Byways Program coordinator to oversee theoperations of the commission as provided in R.S. 56:1948.13 and an additional program employee.The program coordinator and the additional program employee shall constitute the two positions forwhich provision is made in Article X, Section 2(B)(7) of the Constitution of Louisiana.Acts 2003, No. 999, §2.§1948.13.  Powers of the commissionA.  The commission shall be an agency in the executive branch of state government in theDepartment of Culture, Recreation and Tourism.B.  The commission shall have the following powers:(1)  To make recommendations for additions or deletions  of highways or segmentation ofhighways in the Louisiana Byways Program.(2)  To make recommendations regarding priorities for byways grants.(3)  To develop promotional materials and campaigns of all types in support of the LouisianaByways Program.(4)  To adopt and promulgate rules in accordance with Administrative Procedure Act toeffectuate the provisions of this Chapter.  All rules prescribed by the commission relative to theLouisiana Byways Program shall be subject to oversight by the House and Senate Committees onTransportation, Highways and Public Works.Acts 2003, No. 999, §2. PART IV.  OLD PERKINS ROAD§1949.  Old Perkins Road; designationThe purpose of this Part is to designate a part of the Old Perkins Road in East Baton RougeParish and in Ascension Parish as a historic road. It is the intention of the legislature tocommemorate this area, once sought after by early landowners for its rich soil; intersected by historic
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Bayou Manchac, known in its early days as Iberville Bayou; developed as dairy land by theKleinpeter family who continue to this day to operate the Kleinpeter Dairy on the same location; andoriginal home to the Old Santa Maria Dairy developed on this picturesque Old Perkins Road whichbegan as a main artery to provide a transportation route for early settlers to connect Ascension Parishto the village of Baton Rouge, and which has, with its splendorous flora, retained the beautyreminiscent of an earlier era.Acts 1997, No. 705, §1.§1950.  DefinitionsAs used in this Part the "Old Perkins Road" means the road officially designated as LouisianaHighway 427 extending from its southern terminus with Highland Road at Interstate 10 in East BatonRouge Parish, traveling southeast through East Baton Rouge Parish and crossing the historic IbervilleBayou, now known as Bayou Manchac, traveling southerly into Ascension Parish and ending at itsterminus with Louisiana Highway 61, referred to as the Airline Highway, all of which is designatedas a historic road.Acts 1997, No. 705, §1.PART V.  LOUISIANA GREAT RIVER ROAD§1950.1.  PurposeThe purpose of this Part is to include the Louisiana Great River Road in the Louisiana BywaysProgram.  Inclusion of the Louisiana Great River Road in this program will promote and preservethe Mississippi River corridor as a historic, cultural, scenic, and economic resource for the state ofLouisiana.  The addition to the current Louisiana byway route will incorporate the entire Great RiverRoad from the northern-most point at the Louisiana/Arkansas state line to the southern-mostroadway in Venice, Louisiana.Acts 2003, No. 969, §1.§1950.2.  Route of the Louisiana Great River RoadA.  The west bank route of the Louisiana Great River Road, which is to be used as a route forthe enjoyment of tourists, shall consist of:(1)  In East Carroll Parish, south on US Highway 65 from the Arkansas/Louisiana state line tothe Madison Parish line.(2)  In Madison Parish, US Highway 65 south to the Tensas Parish line.(3)  In Tensas Parish, US Highway 65 south to the Concordia Parish line.(4)  In Concordia Parish, US Highway 65 south to Ferriday; LA 84 east from Ferriday to Vidalia;LA 131 south from Vidalia  to LA 15; LA 15 south to Pointe Coupee Parish.(5)  In Pointe Coupee Parish, LA 15 south to LA 1; LA 1 south through New Roads to LA 416;LA 416 east to LA 415; LA 415 to West Baton Rouge Parish.(6)  In West Baton Rouge Parish, LA 415 becomes LA 986 to Port Allen; turn right on RosedaleRoad, go two blocks and turn left on North Jefferson Street; proceed 11 blocks and turn left on CourtStreet; proceed four blocks to LA 986; proceed on LA 986 to Oaks Avenue; proceed on OaksAvenue to Alexander Avenue; turn right, then left onto Avenue G; take Avenue G to LA 1; turn lefton LA 1 to Beaulieu Lane, then Beaulieu Lane to LA 988; follow LA 988 through Brusly to IbervilleParish.
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(7)  In Iberville Parish, proceed on LA 988 to LA 1 in Plaquemine, heading south; turn left ontoLA 75 and proceed to LA 405; take LA 405 through White Castle into Ascension Parish.(8)  In Ascension Parish, take LA 405 to LA 1 in Donaldsonville; proceed on LA 1 throughDonaldsonville to LA 18; proceed on LA 18 into St. James Parish.(9)  In St. James Parish, proceed on LA 18 through Vacherie, passing under the Sunshine Bridgeand into St. John Parish.(10)  In St. John Parish, proceed on LA 18 through Edgard and to St. Charles Parish.(11)  In St. Charles Parish, proceed on LA 18 through Hahnville, Luling, and Ama to JeffersonParish.(12)  In Jefferson Parish, proceed on LA 18 through Waggaman to LA 541, continuing on LA 541through Bridge City, passing under the US Highway 90 Mississippi River Bridge; continue on LA541 through Marrero and Harvey, reconnecting to LA 18; proceed on LA 18 to LA 23 south toPlaquemines Parish.(13)  In Plaquemines Parish, proceed south on LA 23 to Belle Chasse, following LA 23 south toVenice.B.  The east bank route of the Louisiana Great River Road, which is to be used as a route for theenjoyment of tourists, shall consist of:(1)  In West Feliciana Parish, take LA 61 south through Laurel Hill, Wakefield, and St.Francisville to East Feliciana Parish.(2)  In East Feliciana Parish, take LA 61 south through Port Hudson to East Baton Rouge Parish.(3)  In East Baton Rouge Parish, proceed on US Highway 61 to Interstate 110 south throughBaton Rouge, exiting at the Governors Mansion and Capitol Access Road; proceed to Capitol LakesAvenue and turn left on Fifth Street; turn right onto Old Spanish Town Road; turn right onto NorthThird Street; turn left on Capitol Street Avenue, then left on River Road; proceed on River Roadsouth to St. Phillip Street; turn right on St. Phillip Street and proceed to LA 30 and the LSU campus;at the football and baseball stadiums turn right on Skip Bertman Drive; proceed to River Road andturn left; follow River Road to Iberville Parish.(4)  In Iberville Parish, travel LA 327 south to LA 991; proceed on LA 991 to LA 75; proceedon LA 75 through Sunshine, St. Gabriel, and Carville to Ascension Parish.(5)  In Ascension Parish, proceed on LA 75 south through Geismar and Darrow where LA 75turns into LA 942; proceed on LA 942 to Burnside where LA 942 turns into LA 44; continue on LA44 south to St. James Parish.(6)  In St. James Parish, continue on LA 44 south under the Sunshine Bridge and through Union,Convent, and Gramercy, into St. John Parish.(7)  In St. John Parish, continue on LA 44 south past Veterans Memorial Bridge to Reserve andSR 636-3; proceed on SR 636-3 back to LA 44 through LaPlace to SR 628; continue on SR 628through Gypsy to the St. Charles Parish line.(8)  In St. Charles Parish, continue on SR 628 through Montz to US Highway 61; proceed on US61 across the Bonnet Carre Spillway to LA 48 at Norco;  continue on LA 48 through New Sarpy,Destrehan, and St. Rose to the Jefferson Parish line.(9)  In Jefferson Parish, continue on LA 48 through Kenner and Harahan where LA 48 turns intoJefferson Highway; turn right on SR 3154, proceeding to Riverside Drive; take Riverside Driveunder US  Highway 90 Mississippi River Bridge into New Orleans and to the Orleans Parish line.
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(10)  In Orleans Parish, follow Riverside Drive through Tulane University to Magazine Street;take Magazine Street past the Audubon Zoo to Exposition Street; take Exposition Street toTchoupitoulas Street; take Tchoupitoulas Street to Interstate 10 Mississippi River Bridge and crossthe Mississippi River; take the Westbank Expressway west back into Jefferson Parish and exit LA23 through Belle Chasse to the Plaquemines Parish line.(11)  In Plaquemines Parish, take LA 23 south through Belle Chasse to Venice.Acts 2003, No. 969, §1.
PART VI.  OLD METAIRIE ROAD BUSINESSAND CULTURAL DISTRICT§1950.11.  Old Metairie Road Business and Cultural District; designationA.  The legislature finds that Metairie Road is a historic route situated on a ridge of well-drainedland along an abandoned distributary of the Mississippi River which historically provided a dry landroute into New Orleans from the West; that the name goes back some two centuries and is relatedto farming in the area, being derived from the French moitie, or one-half, or moitoire, a farmingvillage based on a kind of medieval sharecropping; and that today the Metairie Road area is a richcultural community comprised of shops, coffee houses, restaurants, professional buildings, and otherestablishments of interest to residents and visitors.  It is the intention of the legislature to designatethe area along a portion of Metairie Road as a business and cultural district in order to commemorateits historical and cultural significance and to assure ready access to the district by providingdirections to residents and visitors.B.  The legislature does hereby designate that portion of Metairie Road in Jefferson Parishdefined in R.S. 56:1950.12 as a business and cultural district.Acts 2006, No. 245, §1, eff. July 1, 2006.§1950.12.  DefinitionsAs used in this Part the "Old Metairie Road Business and Cultural District" means that corridoror area along Metairie Road, also designated as Louisiana Highway 3119, beginning at the JeffersonParish-Orleans Parish line at the Seventeenth Street Canal and extending to the west along MetairieRoad to its intersection with Severn Avenue near Airline Drive and including the properties on bothsides of such portion of Metairie Road.Acts 2006, No. 245, §1, eff. July 1, 2006.§1950.13.  SignageA.  The Department of Transportation and Development shall provide and erect appropriatesigns identifying the district, including signs at the east and west boundaries of the district and atlocations along Metairie Road within the district.B.  The Department of Transportation and Development and the governing authority of JeffersonParish shall provide and erect appropriate signs providing directions to the district at appropriatelocations on the respective local and state highways including but not limited to the following:(1)  Airline Drive at Severn Avenue and Shrewsbury Road.(2)  Airline Drive at Labarre Road.(3)  Airline Drive at Ridgewood Drive.(4)  Airline Drive at Cecil Street (Louisiana Highway 6118).
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(5)  Bonnabel Boulevard at Metairie Road.(6)  I-10 at all Bonnabel Boulevard exits.Acts 2006, No. 245, §1, eff. July 1, 2006.
CHAPTER 10.  LOUISIANA COLONIAL TRAILS 

§1951.  Purpose The purpose of this Chapter is to create the Louisiana Colonial Trails, which consists of thoseroutes identified as the major routes used by settlers, travelers and European colonial powers in theeighteenth and nineteenth centuries for travel to and across Louisiana and to designate those scenichighways which compose a modern tourist route paralleling the length of the Louisiana ColonialTrails. Added by Acts 1982, No. 57, §1.  §1952.  Definitions Unless otherwise indicated herein, the terms used in this Chapter shall mean the following: (1)  "Louisiana Colonial Trails" means a system of trails or roads identified as the migrationroute of the Camino Real in the western part of the state from Natchitoches to the Texas border andthe Harrisonburg Road from Natchitoches through east central Louisiana to the Mississippi River.(2)  "Scenic highway" means those designated modern day roads which parallel the colonial trailand is a route with significant scenic, historical, and recreational features by which tourists can travelacross central Louisiana.  Added by Acts 1982, No. 57, §1.  §1953.  Louisiana Colonial Trails; requirements; designations A.  The Louisiana Colonial Trails is hereby created and shall be composed of the followingroads: (1)  El Camino Real (2)  The Texas Road (also called the San Antonio Road) (3)  Nolan's Trace (4)  Red River Stage Road (5)  Harrisonburg Road (6)  Thompson Ferry Road (7)  White Sulphur Springs Road (8)  Walker Ferry Road (9)  Hebrard Ferry Road (10)  Catahoula Lake Road (11)  The Doty Road (12)  Old Texas Road B.  In order to include a road or trail in the Louisiana Colonial Trails system, the road or trailshall be more than ten miles in length, documented by acceptable historical data, and identified onhistorical maps or by other means, as a route used by a substantial number of travelers during the
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years from 1803 until approximately 1850 to settle in Louisiana, Texas, and the West, branchingfrom the Natchez Trace at Vidalia, Louisiana, across the Mississippi River from Natchez,Mississippi.  Added by Acts 1982, No. 57, §1.§1954.  Scenic highways; purpose The route composing the scenic highways which parallel the Louisiana Colonial Trail and whichis to be used as a route for the enjoyment of tourists of the Louisiana Colonial Trails, extending fromMississippi to Texas shall consist of the following: (1)  Enter Louisiana on State Highway 6.  (2)  Intersection of State Highway 6 with US 71/84, turn south on US 71.  (3)  Intersection of US 71 with local paved road known as the Old Harrisonburg Road.  Turneast. (4)  Intersection of Old Harrisonburg Road with State Highway 34.  Turn northeast on StateHighway 34.  (5)  Intersection of State Highway with local, paved road.  Turn southeast on paved road.  (6)  Intersection with Old Harrisonburg Road a local road paved in parts running east-west.  Turneast on Old Harrisonburg Road.  (7)  Intersection of Old Harrisonburg Road with paved State Highway 1228, turn north.  (8)  Intersection of State Highway 1228 with paved, local road, turn east.  (9)  Cross the intersection with US 167 and continue on road which becomes paved StateHighway 500 at this intersection.  Continue east on State Highway 500.  (10)  Intersection of State Highway 500 with State Highway 472, a two lane road extending northto State Highway 1230, turn north.  (11)  Intersection of State Highway 472 with State Highway 1230.  Turn east on State Highway1230.  (12)  When State Highway 1230 turns sharply to the south, continue east on road which becomesState Highway 3098.  Continue east on 3098.(13)  Intersection of State Highway 3098 with State Highway 165.  Turn south on State Highway165.(14)  Intersection of State Highway 165 with State Highway 500.  Turn east on State Highway500. (15)  Merger of State Highway 500 with US 84.  Continue east on US 84.  (16)  Intersection with State Highway 8.  Turn northeast and continue on State Highway 8. (17)  Intersection of State Highway 8 with State Highway 124, turn south.  (18)  Intersection of State Highway 124 with US 84, turn east.  (19)  Veer south on US 84/65, which becomes a divided, four lane highway between Ferriday andVidalia.  Added by Acts 1982, No. 57, §1.
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CHAPTER 11.  LITTLE RIVER COMMISSION 
§§2001-2003.  Repealed by Acts 1995, No. 1262, §1.CHAPTER 12.  FILL SAND AND FILL MATERIAL
§2011.  License to dredge; royalties; exemptionsA.  No fill sand nor fill material shall be dredged from the water bottoms of this state withouta license issued by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  The license fee shall be setby the commission and shall not exceed one hundred dollars.  The department shall act on the licenseapplication either favorably or unfavorably within a period of thirty working days.B.(1)  There shall be five classes of license as follows:(a)  Class A shall be applicable to commercial dredging or initial acquisition of fill sand or fillmaterial with the specific intent to offer such fill for resale.(b)  Class B shall be applicable to dredging of fill sand or fill material for commercial purposesother than the specific intent to offer such fill for resale.  Such commercial purposes shall includeoperations related to mineral activities.(c)  Class C shall be applicable to a person dredging or contracting for dredging of fill sand orfill material for private, noncommercial purposes.(d)  Class D shall be applicable to dredging of fill sand or fill material for an activity that has apublic benefit, such as but not limited to a coastal conservation or restoration activity, navigationpurpose, removal of sediment buildup, or recreational activity.(e)  Class E shall be applicable to all other dredging of fill sand or fill material.(2)  The license shall be valid for one year beginning January first and ending December thirty-first of that same calendar year.  The license may be purchased at any time during the year for thecurrent license year and beginning November fifteenth for the immediately following license year.No person with an outstanding violation of this Chapter may purchase a license.  At all times, theoriginal license shall be available at the dredge site for inspection by a duly authorized agent of thedepartment.C.  A royalty payment, based on cubic yards or equivalent thereof as determined by thecommission of material dredged, shall be made to the department as follows:(1)  Holders of a Class A license shall pay a royalty of twenty-nine cents per cubic yard ofmaterial dredged.(2)  Holders of a Class B license shall pay a royalty of twenty-five cents per cubic yard ofmaterial dredged.(3)  Holders of a Class C license shall pay a royalty of fifteen cents per cubic yard of materialdredged.(4)  Except those exempted under the provisions of Subsection E of this Section, holders of aClass D license shall pay a royalty of five cents per cubic yard of material dredged.(5)  Holders of a Class E license shall pay a royalty of twenty-five cents per cubic yard ofmaterial dredged.
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D.  Only holders of Class A licenses shall be authorized to sell fill sand or fill material dredged.Holders of Class B, C, D, or E licenses shall not sell fill sand or fill material which was dredged orcaused to be dredged under authority of those licenses.E.  Any private landowner, state agency, political subdivision, or associated consultant orcontractor engaged in a coastal protection, conservation, or restoration activity consistent with anannual plan or the comprehensive master plan established pursuant to R.S. 49:213.6 or engaged inan activity to remove sediment buildup to preserve or restore the natural habitat of a water body ofthe state or to enhance navigation and recreation activities on a water body of the state shall beexempt from payment of the royalties and bond requirements of this Section.  However, any suchprivate landowner, state agency, political subdivision, or associated consultant or contractor shallbe required to apply for and receive the appropriate license required by this Section.  To be eligiblefor exemption from the royalty payment and bond requirements of this Section, a private landownershall obtain a letter of no-objection from either the governing authority of the political subdivisionwithin which the activity will occur or the local coastal management program under which theactivity is authorized, and the approval, in writing, of the secretary of the Department of NaturalResources, the secretary of the Department of Transportation and Development, and the chair of theCoastal Protection and Restoration Authority.F.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, dredging by or on behalf of a portauthority or port, harbor, and terminal district shall be exempt from the provisions of this Chapter.However, any port authority or port, harbor, and terminal district or any person engaged on its behalfto perform dredging in its respective jurisdiction shall possess the appropriate federal and statepermits which authorize the dredging, and a copy of such permits shall be available at the dredge sitefor inspection by a duly authorized agent of the department.G.  Any person holding a dredging permit from the department on May 1, 2007, shall be granteda license under the provisions of this Section, with such license to authorize the same activitiesauthorized under the existing permit.H.  The commission shall promulgate rules and regulations implementing the provisions of thisSection.  Such rules and regulations shall include but not be limited to bond requirements, royaltypayment deadlines, royalty auditing procedures, and location of dredging operations and placementof fill sand or fill material.Acts 1986, No. 845, §1; Acts 1989, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 6, §5, eff. July 14, 1989; Acts 2005, No. 203, §1;Acts 2007, No. 454, §1.§2012.  Violations and penalties; injunctive relief A.  Violation of any of the provisions of this Chapter, or rules and regulations adopted by thecommission pursuant to this Chapter, shall constitute a class three violation with penalties asprovided in R.S. 56:33, except that failure to possess a Class C license shall constitute a class oneviolation with penalties as provided in R.S. 56:31.B.(1)  In addition to the penalties provided in Subsection A of this Section, the commission mayassess either or both of the following:(a)  A civil penalty of not more than one thousand dollars for each violation of the provisionsof this Chapter or of the rules and regulations adopted by the commission pursuant to this Chapter.Each day on which a violation occurs shall be considered a separate offense.(b)  Damages in an amount not to exceed the estimated fair market value of the fill sand or fillmaterial dredged in violation of this Chapter or the rules and regulations of the commission adoptedpursuant to this Chapter.
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(2)  Penalties and damages may be assessed only by a resolution of the commission after noticeto the licensee.(3)  Decisions of the commission may be appealed through an adjudicatory hearing pursuant tothe Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq.C.  The secretary may institute civil proceedings enforcing the rulings of the commission orseeking injunctive relief to restrain and prevent the violation of the provisions of this Chapter, or ofthe rules and regulations adopted by the commission pursuant to this Chapter, in the NineteenthJudicial District Court.Acts 1986, No. 845, §1; Acts 2007, No. 454, §1.§2013.  Revocation of licensesA.  The department may revoke or suspend any license issued under the provisions of thisChapter upon a determination by the department that the holder of the license has violated theprovisions of this Chapter or the rules and regulations of the commission; however, the licensee shallbe entitled to an appeal from his revocation or suspension through an adjudicatory hearing pursuantto the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq.B.  The department shall notify each person whose license has been revoked or suspended, bycertified mail, return receipt requested.C.  Each person whose license has been revoked or suspended shall return the license to thecommission within fifteen days of the date on which the notice of revocation or suspension wasreceived.Acts 1986, No. 845, §1; Acts 2007, No. 454, §1.§2014.  Emergency cease and desist orders Upon a determination that any person, firm, or corporation is dredging fill sand or fill materialwithout a valid license from the department, the secretary may issue an emergency cease and desistorder.  The issuance of such an emergency cease and desist order shall not be subject to thelimitations and formalities relating to notice and hearings imposed with regard to adjudications underR.S. 49:950 et seq., but shall be subject to all other applicable provisions of law.  The emergencycease and desist order shall remain in force until a hearing can be held concerning the situationwhich prompted the emergency order, but in no event shall such an emergency order remain in forcelonger than fifteen days.Acts 1986, No. 845, §1; Acts 2007, No. 454, §1.§2015.  Mandamus to compel issuance of licenseAny person who is denied a license by the department may institute legal proceedings againstthe department in the Nineteenth Judicial District Court.  If the court finds that the license shouldhave been issued, the court may issue a writ of mandamus to compel the department to issue thelicense.Acts 1986, No. 845, §1; Acts 1993, No. 159, §1; Acts 2007, No. 454, §1.
CHAPTER 13.  TERREBONNE PARISH ARTIFICIAL REEF ACT§2021.  Title This Chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Terrebonne Parish Artificial Reef Act".Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.  
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§2022.  Purpose The purpose of this Chapter is to promote and facilitate effective establishment and maintenanceof artificial reefs in the waters of Terrebonne Parish.  Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.  §2023.  Establishment of standards Artificial reefs and waters covered under this Chapter shall be sited, constructed, andsubsequently maintained, monitored, and managed based upon the best scientific informationavailable, and in a manner which shall: (1)  Enhance and conserve fishery and resources to the maximum extent practicable.  (2)  Facilitate access and utilization by recreational and commercial user groups.  (3)  Minimize conflicts among competing users of waters covered under this Chapter of theresources in such waters.  (4)  Minimize environmental risk and risk to personal and public health and property.  (5)  Be consistent with generally accepted principles of fishing law, the Louisiana FishingEnhancement Act, and not create any unreasonable obstructions to navigation.  Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.  §2024.  Terrebonne Parish Artificial Reef Development Commission A.  The Terrebonne Parish Artificial Reef Development District, hereinafter called the "District",is hereby constituted and is declared to be a body politic and political subdivision of the state ofLouisiana, as defined in Article VI, Section 44 of the Constitution of Louisiana.  Pursuant to ArticleVI, Sections 19 and 21 of the Constitution of Louisiana, the district is hereby granted all of therights, powers, privileges and immunities granted to political subdivisions including but not limitedto the power of taxation, the power to incur debt and issue revenue and general obligation bonds,certificates of indebtedness, bond and certificate anticipation notes, and refunding bonds, subject tothe limitations hereinafter provided.  The district created pursuant hereto shall be established for theprimary purpose of promoting, developing, maintaining, monitoring and enhancing the artificial reefpotential in the waters covered under this Chapter.  B.  Through its governing commission, it shall administer and enforce the program provided forin this Chapter and such commission may, on its own initiative, establish artificial reef sites afterholding public hearings on any proposed reefs, and also to receive permit applications from anyother person or agency for the purpose of establishing an artificial reef.  The commission shalloversee maintenance and placement requirements of any artificial reefs established in the waters ofTerrebonne Parish and develop all additional information needed to carry out the program.  Prior tothe establishment of any artificial reefs, on its own initiative as a result of a permit application to thecommission, a public hearing shall be held.  C.  The boundaries of the district shall be coterminous with the boundaries of Terrebonne Parish.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.  §2025.  Composition of commission A.  The district shall be governed by a board of commissioners, hereinafter referred to as the"commission", consisting of seven members selected as set out herein.  Each member during his termof office shall be a citizen of the United States, a qualified voter residing within the limits of thedistrict, and must be nominated by an association, club or non-profit corporation whose primaryfunction relates to recreational fishing.  The specific nominating entity shall be designated by a
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resolution of the Terrebonne Parish Council at the time that any nominations are required to be madefor appointment.B.(1)  Six members shall be appointed by the Terrebonne Parish Council.(2)  One member shall be appointed by the Terrebonne Parish President.C.  Initial appointments shall be made for staggered terms as specified herein and at thetermination of these initial terms of office, each term of office shall be for three years.  The initialterms shall be as follows:(1)  Three members shall be appointed for one-year terms.(2)  Three members shall be appointed for two-year terms.(3)  One member, which shall be the member appointed by the Terrebonne Parish President,shall be appointed for a three-year term.D.  Any vacancy in the membership of the commission, occurring by reason of the expirationof the term for which appointed by reason of death, resignation, or otherwise, shall be filled in themanner of the original appointment.  In the event that the entity responsible for the appointment ofa member fails to fill a vacancy within thirty days of such vacancy, the commission shall appoint aninterim successor to serve until the position is filled by the appointing entity.E.  Any member of the commission may be removed by the entity that originally appointed himfor cause.F.  The members of the commission shall serve without compensation.  The commission mayreimburse any member for expenses actually incurred in the performance of his duties.G.  Elected officials are prohibited from serving on the commission.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.§2026.  Commission; officers; meetings; reportsA.  The commission shall elect from its own members a president, vice president, secretary, andtreasurer, whose duties shall be those usual to such offices.At the option of the commission, the offices of secretary and treasurer may be held by oneperson. B.  The commission shall meet in regular session once each month and shall also meet in specialsession as often as the president of the board convenes them or on the written request of fourmembers.  Four members of the commission shall constitute a quorum.  C.  Meetings of the commission shall take place in a suitable location in the parish ofTerrebonne. D.  The commission shall render annually to the governing authority of the parish of Terrebonne,within ninety days following the end of each calendar year, a report in triplicate of its activities,together with a financial report disclosing all receipts and disbursements of the commission.  Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.  §2027.  Powers of the commission A.  The district, acting by and through its commission, shall have and exercise all powers of apolitical subdivision necessary or convenient for the carrying out of its objects and purposes,including but not limited to rights and powers set out in this Chapter: (1)  To sue and be sued.  
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(2)  To adopt, use, and alter at will a corporate seal.  (3)  To acquire by donation, grant, purchase, lease or otherwise, all property, includingservitudes or rights of use; to hold and use any franchise or property, immovable or movable,corporeal or incorporeal, or any interest therein, necessary or desirable for carrying out the objectsand purposes of the district.(4)  To receive by grant, donation, or otherwise, any sum of money, or property, aid, orassistance from the United States, the state of Louisiana, or any political subdivision thereof, or anyperson, firm, or corporation.(5)  To enter into contracts for the purchase, acquisition, construction, maintenance, andimprovement of works and facilities necessary in connection with the purposes of the district.(6)  In its own name and on its own behalf to incur debt and to issue general obligation bonds,revenue bonds, certificates, notes and other evidences of indebtedness and to levy and cause to becollected ad valorem taxes as provided in this Chapter and as may be provided by general law.(7)  To require and issue licenses with respect to its properties and facilities.(8)  To regulate the imposition of fees and rentals charged by the district for its facilities and forservices rendered by it.(9)  To mortgage properties constructed or acquired and to borrow money and pledge all or partof its revenues, leases, rents or other advantages as security for such loans.(10)  To sell immovable property owned by the district after legal notice as provided by law forthe judicial sale of immovable property.(11)  To appoint officers, agents, and employees, prescribe their duties, and fix theircompensation. (12)  To contract, upon such terms as it may agree upon for legal, financial, engineering, andother professional services necessary or expedient in the conduct of its affairs.(13)  To utilize the services of the executive departments of the state upon mutually agreeableterms and conditions.(14)  To do any and all things necessary or proper for the government, regulation, development,and control of the business of the district.(15)  The district may receive funds from the owner or owners of any structure to be utilized asreef material in consideration of the district utilizing the structure.B.  The legislature may confer additional powers upon the district not inconsistent with theprovisions hereof; provided that no such provisions shall impair any contract lawfully entered intoby the district.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.§2028.  Dedication of funds All funds received by the district shall be dedicated to accomplish the purposes of this Chapter.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.§2029.  TaxA.  The commission may, when necessary, levy annually an ad valorem tax not to exceed fivemills on the dollar of assessed valuation of all property, provided that the amount, term and purposeof said tax, as set out in a proposition submitted to a vote in accordance with the Louisiana Election
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Code, shall be approved by a majority of the qualified electors voting in a special election held forthat purpose and the tax levy is approved by the Terrebonne Parish Council.B.  All funds derived under this Section may be used for any expenses or purposes of the district.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.§2030.  Obligations of the districtA.  The district shall have authority to incur debt for any one or more of its lawful purposes setforth in this Chapter, to issue in its name negotiable bonds, notes, certificates of indebtedness, orother evidences of debt and to provide for the security and payment thereof.B.(1)  The district may in its own name and behalf incur debt and issue general obligation advalorem property tax secured bonds under the authority of and subject to Part III of Chapter 4 ofSubtitle II of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, when approved by a majority of thequalified voters who vote in a special election called and conducted under the authority of theLouisiana Election Code, including Chapter 6-A of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of1950, as amended.  General obligation bonds of the district may be issued for any of the purposesfor which the district is created or is authorized to act under any provisions of this Chapter, all ofwhich purposes are hereby found and declared to be public purposes and functions of the state ofLouisiana, which are delegated to the district.(2)  The district may in its own name and behalf issue revenue bonds for the purposes for whichthe district is created or is authorized to act under any of the provisions of this Chapter, includingindustrial and commercial development revenue bonds.  Said bonds shall be issued in the manneras provided for in R.S. 39:991 through 1001 and R.S. 39:1011 through 1024.(3)  The district may in its own name and behalf borrow from time to time in the form ofcertificates of indebtedness.  The certificates shall be secured by the dedication and pledge of moniesof the district derived from any lawful sources, including fees, lease rentals, service charges, localservice agreement payments from one or more other contracting parties, the avails of ad valoremproperty taxation, or any combination of such sources of income, provided that the term of suchcertificates shall not exceed ten years and the annual debt service on the amount borrowed shall notexceed the anticipated revenues to be dedicated and pledged to the payment of the certificates ofindebtedness, as shall be estimated by the commission at the time of the adoption of the resolutionauthorizing the issuance of such certificates.  The estimate of the commission referred to in theauthorizing resolution shall be conclusive for all purposes of this Section.(4)  The district may borrow the amount of the anticipated ad valorem tax, not to exceed fivemills, authorized by R.S. 56:2029, for a period not to exceed ten years and may issue certificates ofindebtedness therefor and may dedicate the avails of the tax funded for the payment thereof for theperiod of time said certificates are outstanding.(5)  The commission, as the governing authority of the district, is authorized to adopt allnecessary resolutions or ordinances which may be necessary for ordering, holding, canvassing, andpromulgating the returns of any election required for the issuance of general obligation bonds, orlimited tax secured obligations, or for the voting of a property tax millage, which resolutions orordinances may include covenants for the security and payment of any bonds or other evidence ofdebt so issued.(6)  For a period of thirty days from the date of publication of any resolution or ordinanceauthorizing the issuance of any bonds, certificates of indebtedness, notes or other evidence of debtof the district, any interested person may contest the legality of such resolution or ordinance and thevalidity of such bonds, certificates of indebtedness, notes or other evidence of debt issued or
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proposed to be issued thereunder and the security of their payment, after which time no one shallhave any cause of action to contest the legality of said resolution or ordinance or to draw in questionthe legality of said bonds, certificates of indebtedness, notes or other evidence of debt, the securitytherefor, or the debts represented thereby for any cause whatever, and it shall be conclusivelypresumed that every legal requirement has been complied with, and no court shall have authority toinquire into such matters after the lapse of thirty days.(7)  The issuance and sale of such bonds, certificates of indebtedness, notes or other evidenceof debt by the district shall be subject to approval by the State Bond Commission.(8)  Such bonds, certificates of indebtedness, notes or other evidence of debt shall have all thequalities of negotiable instruments under the commercial laws of the state of Louisiana.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.§2031.  Securities Bonds, certificates, or other evidences of indebtedness issued by the district under this Chapterare deemed to be securities of public entities within the meaning of Chapters 13 and 13-A of Title39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, and shall be subject to defeasance in accordance withthe provisions of Chapter 14 of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, and may berefunded in accordance with the provisions of Chapters 14-A and 15 of Title 39 of the LouisianaRevised Statutes of 1950, and may also be issued as short-term revenue notes of a public entity underChapter 15-A of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.§2032.  Exemption from taxationThe district and all properties at any time owned by the district and the income therefrom andall bonds, certificates, and other evidences of indebtedness issued by the district under this Chapterand the interest or income therefrom shall be exempt from all taxation by the state of Louisiana.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.§2033.  General compliances; enhancementA.  No provision of this Chapter shall be construed so as to exempt the district from compliancewith the provisions of Louisiana laws pertaining to open meetings, public records, fiscal agents,official journals, dual officeholding and employment, public bidding for the purchase of supplies andmaterials and construction of public works, coastal use permits, the Code of Governmental Ethics,the Right to Property in Article I, Section 4 of the Constitution of Louisiana, and the LouisianaElection Code.B.  The district shall have the power and right to adopt a program or programs awardingcontracts to, and establishing set-aside goals and preference procedures for the benefit of, businessesowned and operated by socially or economically disadvantaged persons in accordance with any ofthe provisions of R.S. 38:2233 and of Chapter 19 of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of1950, entitled "Louisiana Minority Business Enterprise Act".C.  The district shall annually prepare a financial report which shall be presented to thelegislative auditor pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 24:513.  The auditor shall thereafter publish hisfindings in the district's official journal.  All expenses associated with this Section shall be borne bythe district.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.
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§2034.  Permitting of artificial reefsThe commission is empowered to serve as permittee for artificial reefs and waters covered underthis Chapter, provided such reefs are consistent with and established within the guidelines of thisChapter, state law, including, but not limited to, the Louisiana Fishing Enhancement Act, and theNational Fishing Enhancement Act.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.§2035.  LiabilityThe district, the commission, the parish of Terrebonne, and its agencies, and any insurer of thesegroups shall not:(1)  Be liable for damages caused by activities required to be undertaken under the terms andconditions of any state and/or federal laws or permits required for reef development.(2)  Any person or company who has transferred title of artificial reef construction materials tothe district shall not be liable for damages arising from the use of such materials in an artificial reef,if such materials meet applicable requirements of the National Artificial Reef Plan published underSection 204 of the National Fishing Enhancement Act, and United States Department of InteriorRegulations.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.§2036.  Unplugged wells The district is prohibited from accepting any structures, rigs, platforms or any other constructionover any wells not properly plugged and abandoned according to all rules and regulations of the stateand federal government.  Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.§2037.  Rules and regulations The commission will develop rules and regulations to promote and facilitate the purposes of thisChapter including lighting of any artificial reef, minimizing environmental risks and risks to personalpublic health and property and any other rules and regulations consistent with the purposes of thisChapter and which are consistent with and subject to the Louisiana Fishing Enhancement Act, R.S.56:639.1 et seq.Acts 1991, No. 179, §1, eff. July 2, 1991.


